
 What does gathering mean? -  Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
Over the past several weeks, I’ve been so grateful for the care and concern of so 
many people - colleagues, family members, and you, members of the 
congregation - who have simply and lovingly asked “How is it going?” 

My response has usually been something like, “I think it’s going as well as 
possible in really unusual circumstances.” I can say that honestly, confidently, and 
without hesitation for several reasons. 

First, I work with some incredible people. The pastors and staff here at 1st UMC 
have been in my prayers since March 16th, when I learned that I was projected to 
be the senior pastor here. They have been at the center of my love, respect, and 
admiration since June 29th, the day I began working alongside them and witnessing their passion and effort. 

Second, I am convinced that I am part of a loving, hospitable congregation. You have made that clear not only 
through your efforts to welcome and embrace my family, but also through your efforts to carry on with ministries 
that demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ to the community and world around us. I am grateful for your 
generosity, enthusiasm, persistence, and in this season of social distancing, I am particularly thankful for your 
patience. 

I cannot wait to meet you, get to know you, and share ministry with you in all the ways that feel most familiar to 
us. Like you, I grieve the loss of time together in worship, study, service, and prayer. 

The New Testament Greek word that we translate as “church,” is ekklesia, a word that means “gathering” or 
“assembly.” We all wonder how in the world we can be the church without gathering together. 

As we await the authorization to resume those gatherings that we crave, I suggest, ask, and pray that we 
continue to remember the importance of people and relationship. Keep up the good work of gathering via Zoom 
and other technology! More than ever, please reach out to offer encouragement and hope to each other in 
times of trial! And in the waiting, listen for the voice of the Spirit, inspiring us toward opportunities to share a 
word or witness of love and grace. 

Until we can be the ekklesia, the gathering, let’s continue to be the church—for God, for the world, and for each 
other—by continuing to share the love of Jesus Christ every time we have the opportunity. 

I love you! I’m grateful for you! I’m praying for you! 

Peace to you, 

  Jonathan 
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Welcome Table 

Food Connection 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship  Mae Owenby 

In memory of:                   Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship      Tom & Grace Innes 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Barbara Moss  Mae Owenby 

Children’s Backpack Ministry 

In Memoriam: 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
Ellie Doughty in the death of her father, 
Robert Gruver who died on August 4th. In memory of:   Given by: 

Barbara Moss   Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Barbara Moss   Gary & Sherry Hensley 
Barbara Moss   Jerry & Lin Reichelt 

Memorial Fund 

Family Promise 

In Honor of:         Given by: 
Catherine & Brad Nance Jimmie Eaves & Leslie Roberts 
 

Barbara Ann Martin Hall 
 

Joined First Church: 
January 17, 2010 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant: 

July 23, 2020 

Congratulations to Emily and Elijah Bales on the birth of their son, Tommy Martin Bales who was born 
on July 16th. Tommy & Carol Hunt and Melanie Sterling are proud grandparents.  

Did you know we have an online church directory? 
For the past several years, 1st UMC has used a service called Instant Church Directory  to give you 
access to fellow members’ contact information.  During this time when we aren’t together “in-person” we 
hope you’ve been using the directory to keep in touch with others.  If not, signing up for it is relatively simple.  
Just download the Instant Church Directory App on your phone or go to instantchurchdirectory.com on 
your PC.  To sign up, your email address must be in the directory.   More instructions are available on the 
Church Directory page of 1stchurch.org.  You’ll find it under the “Inside 1st” tab.  
 
If you have already been using Instant Church Directory there is a new feature that lets you alert us to any 
changes needed to your contact information or to send us an updated picture. Just look for the “Edit My 
Family” button on the app, make the changes and hit “Submit Edits.”  That information will be sent to us and 
we will approve the changes so they can be updated.  If you have questions send an email to 
communications@1stchurch.org.   
 

http://instantchurchdirectory.com
http://instantchurchdirectory.com
https://1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory
https://1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory
mailto:communications@1stchurch.org


ONLINE STUDY - How to be an antiracist 
Over the past couple of months discussions about racial justice have 
seemed to be more important than ever. But what is racism exactly 
and how do we work to erase it?  
 
Ibram X. Kendi, through his memoir "How to be an antiracist” helps 
reshape the conversation about racial justice.  
 
Starting on August 19th at 8:00 pm, Rev. Sarah Slack and Wendy 
Wand will lead a study based on this book. The study will happen via Zoom. The book is available at Amazon and 
several other online retailers.  
 
Sign up at 1stchurch.org/antiracist or email Rev. Sarah Slack at sslack@1stchurch.org.  

Normally, 1
st
UMC would be providing homeless families a place to live right now.  

Instead, the church is helping monetarily with groceries using money donated during 
the year to the Family Promise memorial/honorarium fund.  COVID-19 paused the 
church rotation of those in Family Promise, a mission helping families work their way 
back into a home of their own.  Since the last Church Bell Anastasia and her three 
children did just that!  Currently three families are living in properties owned by Family 

Promise and are getting closer to moving into their own place.   
 
There is always a lot going in the Family Promise program.  The children are starting back to school and first 
grader, Jaden, says she "Loves my new friends".  Seven-year-old John David's heart surgeon reports he's doing 
GREAT!!!  Rising food prices and reduced food stamps are hitting hard.  Many youth from 1st UMC participated in 
Night Without A Bed fundraiser to provide help.  Hopefully many of you did too. 
 
Moving forward, help is still needed.  Click on the Immediate Needs link at  https://blountfamilypromise.org to 
learn what the needs are and the logistics of how to supply them.  Should schools change to all virtual instruction 
or individuals are required to quarantine, the needs list will change drastically.  The no fuss way to help is to send 
a check to Family Promise of Blount County, P.O. Box 4457, Maryville, TN 34802 and/or pray. 
 
Thank you for making an undeniably better life for these families.  It is unfathomable to think what it would be like 
to try to live in a car at any time and even more so now. Again, thanks to you these families don't have to do that. 
 
Blessings, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large  
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1

st
UMC 

Eternal Love Study 
During this time of Covid-19 with all its complications and 
concerns, perhaps we need more time together (virtually) to 
focus on our faith. Perhaps we need some time to study 
intently together and for discussion of our faith, our hope, our 
need.  
 
We hope you can join Bernice Howard in an ONLINE study 
from The Passionate Life Bible Study Series.  John - Eternal 
Love examines God’s Word for you and your community in 
greater measure, while encouraging God’s heart along the 
way. 

 
The study happens on Thursdays at 10:00 am beginning August 20th and is limited to 10 people, to allow for good 
Zoom etiquette. The book is available on Amazon and other online retailers.   
Sign up at: 1stchurch.org/eternal-love. 

http://1stchurch.org/antiracist
mailto:sslack@1stchurch.org
https://blountfamilypromise.org
http://1stchurch.org/eternal-love
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Go.Do. Collection for August 

One story, one time, one place, that’s the mission of the Blount County Children’s 
Advocacy Center.  The organization provides a safe place for child victims of sexual 
and physical abuse.  On the last two Tuesdays of August we are asking you to bring 

in snacks for the children at the center.    

Collections happen on Tuesdays August 18th and 25th from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  


