


I misplaced my phone this morning, so I went through the house trying to recall where I’d been 
and to retrace where I’d walked. In the words of comedian Jeff Foxworthy, “It was in the last place I 
looked.” Honestly, though, I looked in many wrong places before I found the right place. 
 
We live in a seeking, searching world, and though life in this context can be exciting and 
adventurous, it can also feel unfulfilling and ultimately meaningless. Each quest leads to another 
with no guarantee of ultimate discovery. 
 
 We seek fulfillment in possessions and accolades. 
 We seek affirmation in awards and social media likes. 
 We seek escape in substances and destinations. 
 We seek our self-esteem in the respect and admiration of others. 
 We seek to bolster our rightness by showing others to be wrong. 
 We seek comfort in the familiar and the similar. 
 We seek . . . 
 
On the first day of the week a couple of millennia ago, some women visited a tomb in a garden - a 
place they’d been before in search of a person they’d long loved. It made perfect sense to them to 
look for this one in this place. Imagine their surprise when two angels asked them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead?” 
 
That may be just the question we and our world need to hear this Easter. Can it be that we’re still 
looking in lots of wrong places for meaning and fulfillment? What if we would seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, rather than letting it be the last place we looked?  
 
St. Augustine wrote that our hearts are restless until they find rest in God. This Easter, I pray that 
you find exactly what you’re looking for—fulfillment, purpose, love, grace, mercy, peace, hope, 
comfort, and rest—in the living Lord Jesus Christ. 

Looking for meaning and fulfillment in all 
the wrong places 

 

A note from Rev. Jonathan Jonas 

APRIL 17th 
1stchurch.org/Easter 



 
The week begins with Palm Sunday when we remember the triumphant people 
welcoming Jesus to Jerusalem by waving palm branches and shouting 
“Hosanna!”.  This year’s Palm Sunday service will incorporate our “Full to the 
Brim” theme with a look at how the Pharisees tried to silence the jubilation of 
Jesus’ disciples with Jesus responding, “I tell you, even if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.” (Like 19:40). 
 

All children are invited to participate in the Palm Procession at the beginning 
of the 10:30 Traditional Worship Service.   

PALM SUNDAY 

Holy Week is almost here, a period in the life of the church that  
covers a wide range of emotions.   

 
On this night of Holy Week (beginning at 7:00 pm), we are witness to God’s 
invitations to encounter, to connect and to be transformed.  
 
During our time together on Maundy Thursday, we will focus on the new  
commandment Jesus gives for us to “Love one another” as we remember Jesus’ 
final hours and the “Last Supper” he shared with his disciples.    

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

GOOD FRIDAY 
One of the most somber and meaningful services of Holy Week comes on Good 
Friday.  During this service at 7:00 pm, we grieve the violence of humanity.    
 
In John’s account of Jesus’ death, Jesus’ final words are: “I am thirsty … it is 
finished.” (John 28, 30).  
 
So in the silence of this day, let us, too sit in the fullness of this cup of sorrow.  

On Wednesday, April 13th Rev. Eric Bronkala from Shannondale, brings the message at our 
NOONDAY LENTEN WORSHIP in the Sanctuary.  A light meal follows in Wesley Hall.  

As the sun rises on April 17th, the Good News of Christ’s resurrection 
begins to spread.  This year’s first Easter Celebration happens at 7:00 am 
in the parking lot of Montgomery Ridge Intermediate School (835 
Montgomery Lane, Maryville).  As we watch the sun come up over the 

Smoky Mountains we proclaim, “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!.  
 
At 8:15 am, the Sanctuary will be filled with the sights and sounds of Easter with the Morning Glory 
Chorus singing an Easter hymn medley as the Congregation sings hymns like “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today.” 
 
At 10:30 am in the Sanctuary, the Black Oak Brass Quintet joins  Dwain Pesterfield (on the Pipe Organ) 
in presenting triumphant music for the occasion while the Chancel Choir presents special anthems, an 
introit and a song for the benediction. 
 
The 1st UMC Praise Band will also help you get into the spirit of the day with special music during the 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship Service in Asbury Hall.   
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Easter is a time for new beginnings.  With that in 
mind we invite people on a new journey to 
become more familiar with 1st UMC, the United 
Methodist Church and how to get involved in 
study and service here.  
 
1st UMC 101 meets in Wesley Hall (upper level) on 
the three Sundays following Easter.  The pastors  

will lead the class which includes a “tour” of the 
church, a look at the various ministries in the 
church and time to answer your questions.  
 
 
 
 
 

In late 2019, a new respiratory virus was discovered.  At that time it 
was probably difficult for any of us to imagine how SARS-CoV-2 
would impact our lives and the conversations we would be having 
about the virus and ways to combat it.  
 
From widespread shutdowns, recommendations to social distance, 
and mask and vaccine mandates,  the science behind it all seemed 
to change rapidly.   

 
On April 24th at 5:00 pm Dr. Jennifer Brigati of Maryville College leads a conversation about how 
scientists understanding of COVID-19 evolved over the years and how that information was used to 
bring a worldwide pandemic under control.   

Learning more about 1st Church 

A conversation about the science and evolution of COVID-19 

How does the UMC move forward ? 

With all the division in the world, we United Methodists have an 
opportunity to demonstrate what it means to be united in love and 
Grace.  On Monday, May 9th, 1st UMC will be hosting clergy and lay 
members from throughout the Holston Conference for an event called 
“Forward United.” 
 
This gathering will feature presentations, panel discussions and 
conversations around the table with neighbors and colleagues.  
Organizers are still working on the details of the event. Those details 
along with online registration will be posted on the church website 
soon. 

Volunteers Needed 

There is an immediate need for servers 
and a beverage maker for week 4 of 

Welcome Table.  If you are interested in 
helping, please visit 

 1stchurch.org/welcome-table and fill 
out our volunteer form.   

1st Church member and Troop 81 Boy Scout 
Lake Larson has recently completed his 
Eagle Scout project, a flag deposit box for 

United States flags to be retired by the troop. His 
goals are to ensure that flags are respectfully retired, 
rather than simply discarded, and to make it 
convenient for the people of our community to get 
those flags to our scout troop. The deposit box is on 
the northern edge of our church parking lot next to 
the blessing box. 

Flag retirement drop box 

http://1stchurch.org/welcome-table


A not so typical egg hunt 
On Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of Christ. 
Throughout the years, Easter Egg Hunts have been part of that 
tradition of celebrating.  
 
This year Easter is on April 17th.  All kids are invited that 
morning to Wesley Hall during the Sunday School Hour (at 9:15 
am) for our Resurrection Egg Hunt.  
 
Each child will receive an egg carton, then they will be 
dismissed by age group to one of 3 different areas to hunt for 
eggs. Once kids have found all the eggs they will return back to Wesley Hall for a presentation of 
the journey to the cross using their eggs as part of the lesson on the Resurrection.   
 
If you have empty egg cartons you could donate, they would be greatly appreciated.  

Nuggets & Nonsense 
Back in February, parents were able to get a little time out while the kids enjoyed 
some snacks and fun times.  Coming up on April 30th, 1st Kids offers another 
evening of Nuggets and Nonsense.   
 
This event is open to children 6-months old through 6th grade.   
It will be from the hours of 5:30 to 8:30 pm on April 30th.  We ask 
that you sign your kids for the event by April 28th.  The cost will be 
$5 per child.  You can pay when you drop your kids off or bring the 
money to the 1st Kids check-in desk on Sunday mornings.  
 
Registration is open at 1stchurch.org/nuggets or by calling the 
church office at 865-982-1273.  
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Junior/Senior High Assembly 
June 27th - July 1st 

Tennessee Wesleyan University  
Cost is $150   

Register online at 1stchurch.org/summer2022  

Kristi Alton 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

kalton@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 ext. 113 

All children are invited to be a 
part of the Palm Processional 

during the 10:30 am  
Traditional Worship Service  in 

the Sanctuary on 
 Palm Sunday, April 10th.  

Monumental things ahead 
Vacation Bible School happens June 13th through June 17th this year 
and it’s going to be MONUMENTAL.  We need help getting ready for 
this fun event.  At the Children’s Check-In Desk downstairs you’ll find a 
place to sign up to volunteer.   It takes a lot of people to make VBS a 
success so we hope you’ll consider taking time to volunteer.   
 
Each night of VBS will begin with dinner at 5:30 pm with VBS running 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.   

Summer Impact Trip  
to Cincinnati 

July 10th - 15th 
Cost is $150  

Register online at: 
1stchurch.org/summer2022 

• There is no Youth Fellowship on Easter Sunday, April 17th 
• Nathan will be the Minister in Residence at Camp Wesley Woods 

from June 12th—June 24th  

http://1stchurch.org/nuggets
http://1stchurch.org/assembly
http://1stchurch.org/assembly


We believe that Celebrate Recovery is a great entry point 
into the Church for many people, or a wonderful way to 
reintroduce someone to a church environment after being 
away for some time.  
 
For me it is a reminder that it was only through the misery 
of addiction and loneliness that I was convinced that my 
life needed a different direction. When I look at the life and 
ministry of Jesus I see him calling and showing others into a deeper sense of community with one 
another that leads to deeper communion with God.  For many of us in this day and time, especially 
coming through the  COVID-19 pandemic we have lost community so rebuilding or reimagining 
what that looks like now compared to 2019 is something we can benefit from. 
  
At CR we invite everyone to be open and known by others as we learn and grow individually as well. 
I would invite you to come spend some time with us on Wednesday night and see how God is 
working in the life of those at CR and to be open to allowing God to work in your own life as well.  
We have three parts to our Wednesday night: gathering for a community meal, a large group 
worship service, and small group gatherings where people grow closer to God by opening up about 
the things that make them feel a separation from God and others.  
 
Recovery is a life long journey for many of us and we have found it to be the thing that gives us a 
life worth living and introduces us to the God who is worth following.  So if you find yourself 
wondering how to go deeper in your faith journey or where to find  a place you can be of service 
while also being filled with the spirit, then CR is for you.  I am grateful that recovery was the 
doorway God opened for me to walk into the church and I am grateful today that I have the chance 
to share that and to grow in new ways as I explore new areas in my personal life as well. 

Spring is finally here and with it are opportunities to spring into action to 
help Blount Countians work their way back into a home of their own.   
Static shelters for Family Promise are full.  Last week grandma Mary Jo 
entered with grandsons Zayden (10) and Bradlee (8).  When a new family 
moves in it means another family has progressed, this time it was 
Stephanie and her two sons.   
 
As Easter Sunday approaches there are two important ways the people of 

1st UMC can help support those who would otherwise be homeless.   April 16th is the annual 
Resurrection Run.  Sign up to complete a 5K or 1-mile Walk/Fun Run.  You’ll find a link with more 
information and a link to register on our website at 1stchurch.org/family-promise.  This year United 
Healthcare Community Plans and Mac Pharmacy will provide a free blood sugar screening, blood 
pressure check, COVID-19 vaccines and boosters to anyone who shows up at the event.  Participants  
in the race and/or wellness checks will receive a free drink at Crafted Jolt.  Family Promise really 
depends on the revenue from the Resurrection Run so kindly share the information with your 
family and friends.  
 
Easter Sunday is  the start of host week for 1stUMC.  Although many from the congregation are 
eager to house the families in our church, for now they remain in static shelter.  Food chair, Jan 
McCoy, will be in touch to provide meals. 
 
Have a blessed Easter and thank you for helping to ensure every child has a bed to sleep in and 
does not go hungry. 
 
Yours In Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large:  Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 

Why is CR important? A note from Rev. Matt Hall 

http://1stchurch.org/family-promise


In memory of: Given by: 
Margaret Thomas Phil & Amy Large  
Charles Hall  Jerry & Lin Reichelt 

Memorial Fund  

Christian sympathy extended to:  

Julie Labhart in the death of her mother, Thelma 
Labhart who died on March 24th.  

 
Shirley Stinnett and her family in the death of her 

husband Roy on March 24th.  
 

The family of James Craig who died in late March. 

  
 

Brandon Everhart in the death of his 
grandmother, Marguerite Connaster who died on 

February 26th.  
 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Pastors 
Jonathan Jonas                  jjonas                             ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                          sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                              mhall                            ext. 106 
 
 
Music 
Dr. Dwight Dockery           ddockery                    ext. 109 
Dr. Jennifer Anderson       janderson                   ext. 110 
Chris Lee                               clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist) DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Kristi Alton              kalton@1stchurch.org  
Carmen Faircloth                                        ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                         nirwin                         ext.202 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                      ext. 103 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Danielle Robinson             drobinson                      ext. 101 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                  chensley                       ext.100 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott                       ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams                 swilliams                  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff                      982-1273 
Paul Brown                           
Nelda Blodgett  

Staff Contacts 

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273. 
*Please note that ALL staff emails end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of: Given by: 
Charles Hall  Doug & Emily Smith  
Charles Hall  Bookie Reynolds 
Charles Hall  Phyllis Bostick 
Charles Hall  Christian Living  
                                     Sunday School Class 

Roy Edward Stinnett 
Joined First Church: April 29, 2018 

Entered the Church Triumphant: March 24, 2022 

James Craig 
Joined First Church: May 21, 2017 

Entered the Church Triumphant: March 2022 

Beginning Sunday morning, April 3rd, we will have the renewed weekly presence of deputies from the 
Blount County Sheriff’s Office.  Please make them feel welcome with a smile and a wave.  
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More about Holy Week and Easter inside and at: 
1stchurch.org/EASTER 


