The

Church Bell

Transformed by Christ, we will:
TELL,TEACH,TOUCH the World.

Preachers get jokes all the time about working only one day a week. That’s okay! We know you say it
in love. Disciples of Jesus Christ work every day.
The word liturgy actually comes from two Greek words which mean the people do or the people work.
That makes sense. Liturgy is the music you sing, the words you say, the prayers you recite. On
Sunday, you are doing the work of worship.

But, as I write this, it is 10:30 on Saturday morning, September 26, 2015, and there is liturgy going on
all over this building.
The chairs for the chancel area arrived at 9:00 – all seventy-five of them. Terry Wilson is pushing a
cart down the hallway! They won’t go in the sanctuary until later this evening because there is a
wedding this afternoon. Liturgy.
The acolyte mom came to pick up robes and go over the ‘new instructions.’ The Executive Director
from Compassion Counseling stopped by to pick up paper and envelopes for letters that are going
out. Dwain has been here practicing. LITURGY!
(Continued on next page.)
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Saturday morning at the church
(cont. from cover page)

Then the man from STOP
HUNGER NOW showed up
at the back door. Pastor
Sarah and members of the
Outreach Committee helped
unload a bazillion pounds of
food to be measured and
placed in plastic bags and
then boxed. By 10:15, there
were over seventy-five
people here scooping freeze
dried vegetables and protein
buds into bags. I think the
youngest person here is three and the oldest person here
is ….. well, he wouldn’t give his age. Families all over the
world will enjoy meals weeks from now; hopefully,
families in Maryville enjoyed working together today.
Liturgy.
Two volunteers from
Celebrate Recovery are in
Parker’s office sorting and
stacking and boxing the
new T-shirts that are
given to volunteers who
bring newcomers. Parker
is working on his interview
for WATE newscast about
Celebrate Recovery.
Liturgy.

Staff
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

As you work, I pray that you are doing work that is
pleasing to God. I pray that your work is done in the spirit
of love and faithfulness and joy – whatever the work you
must do on this day and every day.
Thankful to be at such a hard-working church!
See you on Sunday (the only day I work!)
Blessings,

ext.113

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

Most of you are out doing other ‘work.’ You are with family
getting chores done before the game starts. Others are
involved in band competitions, homework, shopping, yard
work, visiting a friend in the hospital, exercising, and, the
list goes on.

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

ameliageis@yahoo.com

Technical Director
Samuel Williams

982-1273

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

982-1273

Sermons Online
Whether you missed a sermon or just want to hear it
again, check online to see if it is there. The sermons
are available to stream or to download.
To hear sermons online:
 Visit www.1stchurch.org .
 Click on the Worship at 1st Tab.
 Click on “sermons online”
 Find the sermon you want or scroll down the
page to launch the media player where you can
sort sermons by title, date or service!
If you have a tablet or laptop, why not take it to a shut
-in and share the sermon with those who can’t be at
church to hear them?
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1st News
Sunday, September 20th marked the glorious return of worship to
the Sanctuary. Both the 8:15 and 10:30 traditional services were
held in the newly renovated space. At the latter service there
were more than 400 people who filled the refinished pews. Later
that day, more than one hundred people from across the
Maryville District met and worshiped in the Sanctuary during
District Conference.

Back in the Sanctuary

Work began on the Sanctuary right after Easter. New lighting,
sound and carpet along with a new heat and air system have
enhanced worship in the Sanctuary. New seating for the choir
was just delivered this past weekend and work on refurbishing
the pipe organ is ongoing.
Both of the traditional worship services will be meeting in this
space through Christmas. You can also mark your calendar for
this year’s Chancel Choir Cantata which is December 13th at
10:30 am and 7:00 pm.

Bandanas for Bert
If you were in church on September 20th, you might have noticed a
few folks wearing bandanas. This was all done in support of Bert
Emmerson, a 1st UMC member who is currently serving as the
Appalachian Trail Chaplain (a ministry of the Holston Conference of
the United Methodist Church). Bert began his AT journey in Maine
and has made it through seven states. Along the way, Bert offers
spiritual strength, comfort and encouragement to fellow hikers.
You can follow Bert and show your support for him by visiting:
www.facebook.com/AppalachianTrailChaplain
or
www.trailjournals.com/WILDCAT

Still working
While the bulk of the renovations are finished, there is still work to do.
During Fall Break, a few more changes will be made to the children’s
area including the completion of the Welcome Center and check-in
stations. A few of the bathrooms downstairs are still not completed as
well as a family restroom next to Wesley Hall. However, the new
Photo courtesy of Ron Werker
restrooms on the front hallway upstairs are finished.
New lighting and acoustical treatments are also planned for Wesley
and Asbury Halls which could result in some schedule changes. We’ll
keep you posted.
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Sprit of serving others
Thanks to everyone who heeded the call to Go.
Do. in September. Throughout the month YOU
helped read to children at local schools, helped fill
a KARM truck with donations, helped get the new
Compassion Counseling Center ready to open
later this month and prepared more than
10-thousand meals for hungry around the world.

Breakfast: It’s what’s for dinner
Each Thursday night
volunteers serve up
250 to 300 meals at
the Welcome Table.
Recently the menu
included pancakes,
hundreds and
hundreds of them.

1st News
Bingo Buddies
During its general meeting last
month, the United Methodist
Women of 1st UMC hosted the
women of Wesley House
Community Center in
Knoxville. Following a great
lunch, there were a few rounds
of B-I-N-G-O (one of the
ladies’ favorite games).

PECAN SALES UNDERWAY!
1# bag of mammoth pecan halves $11.00
1# medium pecan pieces $11.00
12 oz. bag dark chocolate pecans $9.00
12 oz. bag milk chocolate pecans $9.00
10 oz. caramel pecan clusters $9.00
12 oz. bag cinnamon pecans $9.00
8 oz. bag glazed pecans $9.00
SAME PRICES AS 2014!

This growing ministry could use your help. If you are
interested just call the church office at 982-1273 or
email info@1stchurch.org.

Go. Do. In Latvia!

One of the places 1st UMC is in mission is the
nation of Latvia. We have a partnership with
Kuldiga United Methodist Church which helps that
congregation better meet its mission to transform
lives through Jesus Christ.
Right now, plans are in the works for a 2016
Mission trip to Latvia. Would you like to go
along? On June 27th through June 30th the
mission team will help prepare Wesley Camp for the
campers who arrive in July. We’ll also visit Kuldiga
UMC, our sister church.
Following our time at the camp and in Kuldiga the
international Friends Of Latvia meeting will be held
in Riga, the capitol of this eastern European nation.
That meeting is set for July 1st through July
3rd. People from Ireland, England, the USA,
and Latvia will all be participating in this special joint
FOL meeting.
Please let Ron or Carol Werker know of your
interest or if you have any questions. There will be
an informational meeting later this Fall.

Contact one of the following to place your order:
Betty Smith, 898-8595, tennisfan@charter.net
Donna Doede, 856-0276, doedew@bellsouth.net
Frances Hodge, 982-2438, jfhodge@aol.com
Sue Cox, 984-0988, ccoxjr@earthlink.net
Linda Richards, 233-0722, tlrich@charter.net
PLACE ORDER BY 10/21
DELIVERY BY 11/08
PECANS WILL BE SOLD AT THE ALTERNATIVE
GIFT FAIR ON 11/8 BUT WILL BE $1.00/BAG
MORE. SO PLEASE PRE-ORDER!
Proceeds to benefit UMW Mission Projects!
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Christ teaches us that each person’s journey through life
may look different on the surface, but inside we are all
experiencing a path toward God or a path away from
God. Each life that leads back to Christ, no matter what is
littered on the trail of the past, is indeed perfect. When the
soul experiences recovery, the heart becomes alive with
the joy of life again.
Come experience Recovery each Wednesday evening.
6:00 pm - Light Meal
7:00 pm - Worship & “The Landing” program for youth
8:10 pm - Share Groups
One of the CR lessons is on the word “Moral.” As an
adjective the word means: concerned with the principles
of right and wrong behavior and the goodness or badness
of human character. As a noun, it means a person’s
standard of behavior or beliefs concerning what is and is
not acceptable for them to do.
Here’s what to be looking for in October.
8th - Greta Smith with “Help My Unbelief”
14th - Brenda Clark brings practical tips on how to begin
the “Searching and Fearless Moral Inventory.”
21st - Teen Challenge
28th - Rev. Parker Benson with Part 1 of the Spiritual
Inventory.
Be on the lookout for more opportunities to help out with
our Recovery ministry. We need volunteers once a
month, every other week, or on a weekly basis. We are
blessed that this program is growing.
Do you have a warm smile, a comforting touch, a hug, or
an encouraging word? You can meet a person’s
immediate need by strengthening his or her will to
persevere. Be a part of Celebrate Recovery.
Visit http://crmaryvilletn.com for more information.

Men’s Bible Study
Thursday Mornings
6:00 to 7:30 am
Room 254

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION DINNER
Please join us for a barbecue dinner and
fellowship on :

Thursday, November 12th
5:30 pm
New Providence Presbyterian Church
There is a sign up sheet on the
CFC computer desk or at :
www. cfcblount.org

The need is great but love is greater when it
comes to families who become homeless due to
divorce, a disease or down-sizing. Since our last
host week Amy and her three sons have their own
housing and no longer need the emergency shelter
that local churches provide. Doesn’t that warm
your heart?
Even the children at 1st UMC are helping
with this vital mission and deserve a huge shout
out! They made fleece blankets to give to the
children whose home is a different church each
week. Thank you so much!
Want to know how you can help, contact
Mavis Ziegler at mavisziegler@yahoo.com or call
865-748-0532 (after 3:00 p.m. on weekdays
please.) Before the host week begins you are
asked to attend at least one training session. If you
are already trained, then spread the word. Tell
others how your help has touched your life and
encourage them to get trained.

Together we provide the love.
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Children’s Corner
Contact:

Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org or 982-1273

Here’s a look at this year’s VBS t-shirt!

TAKE FIVE
As part of September’s Go. Do. focus on missions,
children were asked to round up five items around the
house to donate during the KARM donation drive.
Several kids heeded the call. If you have pictures of
the children along with their donations please send
them to Denise Johns (information above) so we can
post them on one of the bulletin boards downstairs.

HELPING KEEP A PROMISE
Several times a year, 1st UMC hosts families involved
in the Family Promise program here in Blount County.
(see article on page 5). One Sunday in September, a
few children stayed after church to help make fleece
blankets for Family Promise. What a great job these
kids did in promoting the Go. Do. spirit!

Fall Festival at 1st!
COMING SOON!
It’s that time again. The annual Fall Festival at 1st is
happening on Halloween this year from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.
You and your family and friends can look forward to
bounce houses, train rides, trunk-or-treating and activities
for children of all ages.
To make this event possible, many volunteers are
needed. The festival is open to all the community and
more than a thousand people attend each year.
If you are interested in helping please contact Denise
Johns (information in the box at the top).

October 31st from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Bring your pets to the front lawn of the church on
October 4th at 2:00 pm for a special blessing!
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Memorials & Honorariums
Happening at
Sundays
*7:35 am
* 8:15 am
* 9:15 am
*10:30 am
*10:30 am
* 4:30 pm

Morning Glory Chorus, 249
Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday School (Various classrooms)
Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
Youth Handbells (7th - 12th), 252
(No rehearsal on October 4th)
* 5:10 pm Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249
(No rehearsal on October 4th)
* 5:15 pm Evensong Handbells
(No rehearsal on October 4th)
October 4th
2:00 pm Blessing of the Animals, front lawn of the church

Mondays
*3:30 pm Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
(No rehearsal October 5th or 12th)
*3:30 pm Merrymakers (2nd - 3rd)
(No rehearsal October 5th or 12th)
*3:30 pm Joy Singers (4th -6th)
(No rehearsal October 5th or 12th)
October 19th
10:00 am Book Club, 204
6:00 pm Finance Meeting, 214
October 26th
7:00 pm Church Council, 254

In honor of:
Doug Jenkins & Bayou Team

Given by:
Glenda Ennen

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Peggy Winck
Anne & Ronald Plott, Jr.
Peggy Winck
Mark & Lois Heerdt
Peggy Winck
John & Julia Story
Peggy Winck
Sterling & Jolene Owen
Peggy Winck
Ron & Loretta Hammondtree
Peggy Winck
A.B. & Eula Gray Goddard
Peggy Winck
Garst SS Class
Peggy Winck
Betty & Dave Craig
Steve Dorner
Heritage SS Class
Steve Dorner
Ernest & Anne Hand
Tressa Benson Ferguson
Heritage SS Class

In honor of:
Parker & Carol Benson

* 7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall
*10:00 am “Broken & Blessed” Bible Study, 152
October 20th
7:00 pm Witness Team, 205
Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rms)
Chancel Choir Rehearsal,249

Thursdays
*6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, “The Call”, 254
*5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
October 8th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
September 17th
10:00 am United Methodist Women Board, 205

Given by:
Brenda & Jarratt Pryor

Welcome Table
Given by:
Judy Keller
Judy Keller

In memory of:
Mike Matzek
Steve Dorner

Wednesdays

In honor of:
Amelia Geis-Scott

Given by:
Blount County Newcomer Club

Our Church Family
In Memoriam:
Lucille West
Joined First Church: September 9, 1951
Entered the Church Triumphant:
September 26, 2015

Saturday, October 31st
2:00 to 4:00 pm
Fall, Faith and Fun Festival
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is available
at www.1stchurch.org.
*denotes an event that happens each week
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Bayou Mission Trip
Given by:
Buzz & Lisa Thomas
Anonymous
Glenda Ennen

Recovery Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Tressa Benson Ferguson
Karl & Sherry Miller
Tressa Benson Ferguson
Brenda & Jarratt Pryor

Tuesdays

*6:00 pm
*7:00 pm
*8:10 pm
*7:30 pm

In memory of:
Jay Reynolds
Jay Reynolds
Jay Reynolds
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Congratulations to:
Emily Hunt and Elijah Bales who were married
at 1st UMC-Maryville on September 26th
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Nathan Irwin, Youth Director
nirwin@1stchurch.org







Youth worship and fellowship continues on Sunday nights beginning at 6:00 pm
Coffee Talk small group at Vienna Coffee House happens Mondays at 5:30 pm
Biscuits with Jesus happens at the church in room 205 each Thursday at 7:15 am
Dinner Club meets the 1st & 3rd Thursdays starting at 6:30 pm, a different restaurant each week
Fall Retreat is October 6th—9th at Camp Ahistadi near Damascus, VA, Cost is $75
(sign up online at www.1stchurch.org/#1st-ministries/youth-ministry)

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

www.1stchurch.org
www.1stchurchevents.org

Sibling Rivalry Worship Series coming in October
during the 10:30 Contemporary Worship Service!

