“Nobody has ever seen a duck pull a truck”
by Catherine Nance

Nobody has ever seen a duck pull a truck.
That’s how Quincy Wilson conveyed his conviction that there was no way UT could beat Florida. Craig
Stephenson, an Alabama sportswriter wrote on September 21, 2016,
Wilson said his description of the Volunteers-Gators rivalry — Tennessee is the duck and Florida is the truck —
was "just a metaphor" and that he has no idea where it came from. An online search reveals a variety of similar
references, including one from a 1995 episode of the sitcom "Martin."
Ever since that day, we’ve heard a lot about a duck pulling a truck. The Oregon Ducks gave a shout out on
ESPN with their mascot pulling a truck. Quincy Wilson, a defensive back for Florida may become more famous
for his literary device than his football skills!
It presented a funny picture; one that made you stop and think.

Starting this Sunday, we will be preaching from Jesus’ parables in Luke’s Gospel. A parable is a short story with
a surprise ending or some other element that causes the listener to stop and think, “what?”
Florida’s head coach, Jim McElwain, said he had never seen a duck pull a truck – not even that AFLAC duck.
“That’s a classic right there; I’ve got to find out what the heck that means.”
Except for the first one, all of the parables we’ll be sharing in October and November are found only in Luke’s
gospel. Our Luke Study class on Sunday night spent some time with parables and had fun (right, class?) asking
the question, what is that Luke wants us to get?
Below is a list of the scriptures we’ll be using for the next two months. Hopefully, wrestling with these scriptures
won’t be as difficult as a duck trying to pull a truck!
See you Sunday!

October 2
Luke 17:5-10
October 9
Luke 17:11-119
October 16
Luke 18:1-8
October 23
Luke 18:9-14
October 30 [observing All Saints’ Day – Ephesians 1:11-12]
November 6
Luke 12:13-21
November 13
Luke 16:19-31
November 20
Luke 14:25-33
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Got the church directory online?
The Church Directory is a great way to get church
members’ phone numbers and addresses. Using a
PC or the Instant Church Directory app you can
easily access up to date information.
The base for the directory is online and is
constantly updated, meaning we need to make sure
your information is correct. (If we do not have your
preferred email, you can’t access the directory
online). If you have any questions about submitting
pictures, changing information, or gaining online
access, please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for
“Church Directory” under the “Inside 1st” tab.
More than 60 people came out in September for
this intimate worship service. We hope you can join
us again this time.

You can also email the Director of
Communications, Clayton Hensley at
chensley@1stchurch.org or call him at 982-1273
for more information.

1st News
Way to Go.Do.!
On the last Saturday of September, 120 people came out to
package 10,000 meals as part of Stop Hunger Now! With
everyone pitching in, the job only took about 90 minutes. This
event was part of a month-long emphasis to Go.Do. Thanks
to everyone who pitched in for this project and the many
others throughout the month.
The last Go.Do. Event is on Wednesday, September 28th at
Second Harvest Food Bank in Maryville. Meet at Second
Harvest at 136 Harvest Lane to help on that day from
9:00 am to Noon.
September’s special offering of $2,835 helped make the Stop
Hunger Now event and the 40 flood buckets for UMCOR possible.
Thanks for your giving “above and beyond!”

Go.Do. In Southwest Virginia
On the weekend of September 17th & 18th, Rev. Catherine
Nance, Phil Large, Doug Jenkins, Bill Mueller, Brad Lunde,
and Alan Bryan all traveled to East Stone Gap, Virginia. While
there they helped repair a home damaged during winter
storms earlier this year. A couple of people from the East
Stone Gap UMC also joined them on the work site.

Organ renovations complete!
In 1926, First Church bought a pipe organ from M.P.
Moller, Inc. At that time, Moller
was one of several highly
respected pipe organ builders.
In 1968 when the new church
was built, Moller rebuilt and
added to the organ, nearly
tripling its size. At that time,
they were considered by many
to be America’s finest pipe
organ builder.
Now in 2016, Barger & Nix
Organs have added an
additional 20% to the
instrument, rebuilt the console
with modern computer controls,
and revoiced all of the pipes.
No effort was spared in doing this work. The completed
instrument, although not the largest, is one of the best
and most significant organs in the area. The variety of
sounds from soft to loud are immense. The
combinations of sounds allow our organ to be the most
versatile instrument in our region.

Whether you are a new member; you are just
exploring church membership; or want to know
more about United Methodism; this class is for
you. This session of 1st UMC 101 is
abbreviated, but you’ll still learn a great deal.
No sign up is necessary, just come out to Wesley
Hall on October 2nd, 9th & 16th at 9:30 am for
this special learning experience. The Rev.
Parker Benson will be leading the class.

THE CHURCH BELL

page 3

News

Meeting invitation
All women of the church are invited to the
Circle 1 meeting on October 6th. It will be at
9:45 am in the Garst Classroom (254).
During the time together, you will be making
prayer cards to place on the beds at the Knox
Area Rescue Ministries shelter. There will
also be time spent making more prayer
bears. No RSVP is needed.

Sister Lakshmie Napagoda of the Compassion Counseling
Center was the guest speaker at September’s General
Meeting of the UMW of 1st church.

Special workshop to be held at 1st UMC
Whether you are a family member taking care of someone
with Alzheimer’s or are a professional caregiver, a special
workshop coming up on Tuesday, October 4th (in Asbury
Hall) could help provide you with some valuable
information.
Alzheimer’s Tennessee is holding its Caregiver
Conference here at 1st UMC from 8:00 am until 4:00 pm
on that day. Viki Kind, MA is the featured speaker for the
workshops.
If you have any questions about this event please contact
Linda Johnson at 865-544-6288 or
linda.johnson@tnalz.org.

It’s that time of year again! The United Methodist
Women are taking orders for pecans. The price for
the bags is staying the same as it was in 2015.
Pecans will also be available at the Alternative Gift
Fair on November 6th, but will cost $1 more per bag,
so please pre-order. Proceeds benefit UMW Mission
Projects.
To order pecans just contact these UMW members.
Mary Kay Hamlin 228-4536 mkh323@charter.net
Donna Doede
856-0276 doedew@bellsouth.net
Frances Hodge 982-2438 jfhodge@aol.com
Sue Cox
984-0988 ccoxjr@earthlink.net
Linda Richards 233-0722 tlrich@charter.net
Place orders by 10/15/16 for delivery by 11/06/16
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As I look back now as a parent, I cannot
fathom what my parents were going
through worrying about their son being
in harm’s way. They were very strong
and had faith that he would return safe
and sound. I never saw the fear in their
eyes. I know it must have been there.

by: Sandy Hodson

On September 14 Celebrate Recovery
had a Vietnam Veteran Recognition
event. It was a wonderful experience to
see the many veterans from that era and those from
other wars all showing their support. We had a huge
crowd. After a presentation, all the Vietnam Veterans
were pinned with a special pin recognizing them for their
service during the Vietnam War era..
On a personal note, I went up and accepted a pin for my
older brother, Jim Cannon, who was a Naval Aviator
during the Vietnam War. He lives in South Carolina and
was unable to attend, but I know that he will be honored
to wear the lapel pin. When he was away at war and
taking off and landing on an aircraft carrier in the Gulf of
Tonkin I was a teenager. As most teenagers, I was very
much into myself and all my activities.

My mother had a previous experience when my father
was overseas in the Navy during WWII. She was very
young at the time and had a baby boy (my brother Jim).
I guess that is why I never noticed her obvious concern
for her child. As a grown woman, I am amazed at how
strong she was and still is! I am very proud of our
veterans and am thankful for the sacrifices they have
made and are still making for our freedom. I am also
proud of their loved ones who were and are at home
praying for their safe return.
Thank you Celebrate Recovery for acknowledging these
brave men and women.

Coming up at Celebrate Recovery– Maryville
Wednesday, September 28th - Sanity with Rev. Parker Benson
Wednesday, October 5th - Joy Gaertner
Wednesday, October 12th - Teen Challenge

Each Wednesday
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

The Fall Break trip has been cancelled due to minimum registration
requirements for the activity planned. Instead of the trip there will be
some fun day trips scheduled for the weeks of Fall Break.
Mark your calendars for October 6th and October 13th. One day will be
a hike in the Smokies and there will be one day for enjoying Laser Tag
and a movie. The order will depend on the weather and will be
announced via the Remind App.

Youth will NOT meet on Sunday, October 9th due to Fall Break!

For more information on youth ministries contact
Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273
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Help needed for big community event!

The Fall Festival at 1st comes your way on October 30th from 2-4 pm in the
church parking lots. This event is the largest one-day community outreach
event our church sponsors. This day provides the children and their families a
way to celebrate Halloween in a safe and fun environment. Many volunteers
are needed to make this day a wonderful experience for our community.
Please sign up to help volunteer at 1stchurch.org under the “Happening at 1st “
tab. here are several options available for you to choose on the online form.
Someone from the Children’s Ministry department will get back to you once
you’ve filled out the form.

News

Our Fall Festival event is an allergy aware event. This means that every
“trunk or treat” car or station will have a non -food selection available for
each individual child. Children who suffer from food allergies are often not
able to trick or treat so this option gives every child a chance to celebrate
Halloween.
Lastly, there is a great need for donations of candy. Nonfood items have
already been purchased. Please bring your donations of individually
wrapped candy to the church. Donation boxes are located in the children’s
registration area, the front entrance to the sanctuary and also in Asbury hall.
Please make a commitment to serve as a volunteer for this wonderful event for
the children of our community!

Getting ready for the Alternative Gift Fair
The children of the church will be making
items to sell at the Alternative Gift fair
on November 6th. The children are
looking forward to making these products
to sell. Profits will be donated to Holston
Home for Children to provide other
children with Christmas gifts. What a kind
and caring group of young children we
have at the church!

How can you help? First of all, we are looking for donations of mason jars
that are the quart size and also the 8 ounce mason jelly jars. If you would
like to donate your jars please bring them to the church office or bring
them directly to Denise Johns office (room 217). The jars will need to be
at the church no later than October 16th.

Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273
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2:00 to 4:00 pm
Mark your calendars!
Planners are working out
details surrounding this year’s
Family Christmas night.
It’s coming your way on
December 4th from 5:00 to
7:00 pm. Keep watching
online and here in The Church
Bell for details as the event
gets closer.
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Sundays

Tuesdays

* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury
* 3:00 pm Run for God, 202
* 4:30 pm Youth Handbells, 252, 254
Happening at
(No handbells on October 9th)
* 5:10 pm Celebration Singers, 249
(No youth choir on October 9th)
* 5:15 pm Evensong Handbells, 252
(No Evensong on October 9th)
October 2nd, 9th, 16th
9:30 am 1st UMC 101, Wesley Hall
October 2nd
2:00 pm Blessing of the Animals, front lawn
6:00 pm Study of Luke’s Gospel,202
7:00 pm 1st Worship Nights, Asbury Hall
October 9th
6:15 pm Morning Glory Chorus, Christmas Rehearsal, 249
October 16th
3:00 pm Outreach Meeting, 205

*10:00 am Bible Study (VanPelt), 152A
* 7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall
October 4th
Alzheimer’s Tennesee Caring & Coping Worskshop, Asbury

Mondays

Fridays

*3:30 pm Children’s Choirs
(*No choirs on October 10th or October 17th)
Primary Praise (K-1st), 254
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd), 249
Joy Singers (4th - 6th)
October 3rd
7:00 pm Lay Leadership Meeting, 205
October 10th
10:00 am UMW Circle 2, 205
October 17th
10:00 am Book Club, 202

*10:00 am Covenant Bible Study - Session 2, 205

Memorials and Honorariums
Building Fund
Given by:
Mr. & Mrs. James Herring
Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
Given by:
Mike Flynn
Joey & Greta Smith
Children’s Department
In honor of:
Given by:
Julie Elder
Joey & Greta Smith
Brent Johns
Joey & Greta Smith
Friends of Estonia
In memory of:
Given by:
John Trundle
Mike & Ibby Davis
John Trundle
D.B. Kelly
Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Kathryn Peery
Mike &Ibby Davis
Lorena Carmen
Sara Margaret Depew
Brian Cook
Joey & Greta Smith
Lorena Carmen
Joey & Greta Smith
In memory of:
Van Myers

Wednesdays
* 9:30 am
*10:00 am
*10:00 am
* 5:30 pm
* 6:30 pm
* 7:40 pm
* 7:30 pm

After The Boxes Are Unpacked Study, 254
Covenant Bible Study 1, 205
Just Art, 119
Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)
Chancel Choir, 249

Thursdays
* 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, 254
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
October 6
* 9:45 am UMW Circle 1, 254
October 13
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
6:00 pm Run for God - Run/Walk

Saturdays
* 9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall
(No Pickleball on October 15th)
October 15th
10:30 am Compassion Counseling Brunch, Asbury Hall

Our Church Family
Christian sympathy extended to:
Kathy Byrd in the death of her father Ben Byrd
on September 12th.

In Memoriam:

Doris Starner
Joined First Church:
December 30, 1979
Entered the Church Triumphant:
September 25, 2016
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