A season of fun and faith at 1st UMC
While it may not feel like it just yet, the calendar shows that a new season has arrived and it is one that brings
with it new opportunities for strengthening our faith and showing others Christ’s love. A couple of months ago,
our journey through “Faces of Our Faith” began with a look at the bold and untold stories of people like
Shiphrah & Puah, Deborah and Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego. Beginning Sunday, October 7th, our
pastors will introduce you to even more people from the Bible and what makes their stories stand out, even if
their names do not. (Look below for a list of topics for each Sunday).
On the last Sunday of the month, “church” moves outside again for an
afternoon that has grown into one of the biggest one day outreach
events at 1st UMC. The Fall Festival at 1st, is a time when we invite
people from all over to come enjoy the friendship and love of this
community of faith. With a trunk-or-treat line, popcorn, cotton candy,
hot dogs and that fast paced “train” ride, it’s no wonder that more than
a thousand people come out to this festival each year. (See page 6 for
ways that you can help.)

For we are what he made us,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.
Ephesians 2:10

October is also a time to reflect on the Go.Do. frenzy of September and continue our good works with another
drive to help Coats for the Cold and a Blount County Mission Blitz by the youth of 1st UMC - Maryville and 1st
UMC - Alcoa (details on page 6).
Fall has arrived. The leaves will be changing soon and the temperatures may start to cool down. We hope
you’ll enjoy the blessings this season has to offer and hope to see you here at 1st UMC often over the next few
weeks.
The Pastors and Staff of 1st UMC

October 7th
Philemon/Judas Iscariot

October 14th
Daughters of Zelophehad
October 21st
Esther & Vash
October 28th
Joseph of Arimathea
1stchurch.org/facesofourfaith

The unofficial start to Fall

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Sarah Slack
Matt Hall

Tables filled with mouthwatering foods, games and lots
of conversation fueled folks on the morning of this year’s
All-Church Tailgate.
The month of September kicked off with this amazing
event where about 350 people came out on a beautiful
Sunday morning to enjoy time together outside of the
church building.

cnance
sslack
mhall

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sarah Lawson Ingram
slawson
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

The worship service featured the music of Robinella who
played a wide variety of familiar tunes. Rev. Sarah
Slack delivered the message which centered around the
United Methodist vow of service. WBIR 10 News was
also on hand to help spread the word.
So much fun was had by all, that we are doing the
All-Church Tailgate again next year, so go ahead and
make plans to be here on September 1, 2019!

ext.202
ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott
Technical Director
Samuel Williams

ameliageis@yahoo.com
swilliams

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice

Noel Davey
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Welcome to

THE CHURCH BELL
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1st News
Way to GO.DO!
Throughout September, you and your
1st UMC family reached out in a variety
of ways to help others. While some of it
was through routine work at Welcome
Table, Celebrate Recovery and Family
Promise, there were many “extra”
opportunities to pitch in and serve.
On the first day of September, a couple of dozen people came out
to pack flood buckets filled with items collected in August. Those
buckets are now at a warehouse where they are already helping
replenish the buckets UMCOR has been sending into North and South Carolina where
Hurricane Florence caused extensive damage.
This past Saturday, one of the biggest Go.Do. Month activities drew dozens of people to
Asbury Hall where thousands of meals were packed for Rise Against Hunger, an
international hunger relief ministry.
In between, there were tours of Good Neighbors new offices on Broadway, a trip to the
Food Connection of Blount County and a special Conversation Matters where folks learned
about Bridges Out of Poverty.
The Go.Do. Efforts continue in October when we will be collecting items for KARM’s Coats for the Cold. That will
happen on October 21st and 28th. Stay tuned for more specifics on what items to bring.

Understanding
The Way Forward
Hundreds of people from
across the Smoky Mountain
District (which includes 1st
UMC Maryville) came out to
Asbury Hall to learn more
about the upcoming special
called General Conference of the United Methodist
Church. Members of the Holston Delegation to that
meeting in St. Louis worked to explain the different
proposals that came out of the Commission on a Way
Forward. There was even a short video presented to the
audience that members of the Holston Conference
Communications Team shot in our Sanctuary.
If you missed this meeting there are others scheduled
throughout the Conference and there is a wealth of
resources available at Holston.org/umc/generalconference. You can also email members of the
delegation your questions at delegation@holston.org
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Come and enjoy a day of Gospel Music, crafts, great
food and an illuminating trip through Dollywood at
night. Bring money for tickets (or your season pass)
and money for meals. More details about departure
times, etc. coming soon.
Just sign up online and let us know you’re interested
in coming on this great fall trip.

1st News
Quiet Time with the UMW

Before the holiday rush begins, come take a little time and
reflect on the blessings God is providing you with each day.
This UMW meeting happens on
October 4th at 10:00 am in room 152.

It’s Pecan time in Tennessee!

Get your Christmas shopping done early and order a few bags
of delicious pecans and pecan treats from the United
Methodist Women of 1st UMC Maryville.

Here are the items available this year.
1 lb. Mammoth Pecan Halves $11.00
1 lb. Pecan Pieces $11.00
12 oz. Dark Chocolate Covered Pecans $10.00
12 oz. Milk Chocolate Covered Pecans $10.00
12 oz. Caramel Clusters $10.00
8 oz. Glazed Pecans $10.00
Get your lists together for gifts and holiday baking.
Contact Frances Hodge at jfhodge@aol.com
or 865-982-2438
Mary Kay Hamlin at mkh323@charter.net
or 865-228-4536
or any UMW Board member.

In September, a special “heavenly”
guest came out to the UMW meeting
which focused on Heritage. It was a
great morning of reminiscing and
learning about the rich history of the
organization here at 1st Church.

*Orders placed before October 4th will be at the prices listed
above. Prices at the Gift Fair will be $1.00 more per bag.

A time to be Grateful
“If gratitude is good, why is it so hard to do?” That’s the big question addressed in the
book “Grateful” by Diana Butler Bass. In October, Rev. Sarah Slack is leading a study
on the book that aims to help you refine the practice of giving thanks.

There will be two opportunities for you to take part in this study:
Wednesdays in October (10th, 17th, 24th and 31st) at 10:00 am
OR
Thursdays in October/November (18th, 25th, 1st, and 8th) at 6:30 pm.
Both studies meet in room 205. Books are $15 and you can pick one up from Pastor
Sarah. You will need to read Part 1 before the first class.
Sign up online at 1stchurch.org/grateful .
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Challenges and triumphs of a host week
What an incredible host week it was serving three precious families in the Family
Promise Mission during the week of September 9th -16th at 1st UMC. Just looking at
the logistics from the outside it might have seemed daunting. After all, when there are
two teenagers plus eight other children ranging in age from eight months to seven
years with just four adults, it does give one pause.
Parents, who no doubt were exhausted after trying to work their way out of homelessness all day long, invested
hands-on time, engaging with the non-stop energy the children displayed during the evenings. It was truly
heart-warming to witness the families interacting.
There were too many highlights to describe but here are a few:


After entering the mission on Wednesday, one parent had secured a job by Friday! He was SO excited to be
guaranteed 55 hours a week to work. He had been apologetic saying his family had never been homeless but
he had to get them out of a bad situation.



1st UMC’s Joey and Greta Smith along with Ellie and Ryan hosted an outing Saturday afternoon with the
guests. All week long the two teen guests retreated to their respective rooms and were hardly to be seen. For
the first time they were able to escape their reality of not having their own home. They played and laughed and
made some new friends. Everyone had a good time.



One three-year-old stole everyone's heart just by being who she was.

Many, many thanks to those who serve in Family Promise and help families in a desperate situation find hope and a
way back to their own home. YOU make the difference in the lives of these Blount County neighbors. Thank you for
giving a few hours of your time to host these families, provide food, prepare rooms for their coming and going and
for your prayers.

Mark your calendar for 1stUMC's next host week from November 4th -11th.
Blessings,
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large
Co-coordinators for Family Promise at 1stUMC

October 3rd
JR Russell

Coming soon to

October 10th
Grace
Rev. Matt Hall
October 17th
Crossroads
Rev. Matt Hall

Each Wednesday
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups
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October 24th
Why I Go to Church
Phil Wilks
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October 31st
Daily Inventory
Rev. Matt Hall

NEWS
The B-I-B-L-E, now that’s the book for me!
The third graders in the church have their very own
Bibles to take with them to Sunday School, to worship or
just read at home. The children’s Bibles were presented
during worship services on September 9th.

Fall Festival at 1st: Coming Soon!

The time has come when we start to see the leaves turn different colors, and
the days grow shorter. This also means it is time for the Fall Festival at
1st! The event comes your way on Sunday, October 28th from 2:00 to 5:00
pm in the church parking lot. Each year more than a thousand people come to
enjoy the festival activities like trunk-or-treating, inflatables, games, food and
the train ride.

It takes dozens of volunteers to make the Fall Festival at 1st a success.
So how can you be of help? Volunteers are needed to participate in the
trunk-or- treat, greet visitors, work craft stations, and serve things like
popcorn and cotton candy.
The Fall Festival at 1st is a free event for the entire community, so please
invite others to enjoy the fun.
Sign up to volunteer or learn more about the event at:
www.1stchurch.org/fallfestival.

Fall break is coming up and there are a few changes to the Youth
Ministry schedule, but don’t worry, there will still be plenty to do.
Here’s a quick look at what to expect.
September 30th to October 2nd
Blount Mission Blitz with 1st Alcoa UMC
The Youth will be working with Habitat for Humanity of Blount
County and with Second Harvest

Rev. Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

There will be NO youth meetings on
September 30th and October 7th for Fall Break
October 21st
District Festival of Gifts & Talents
2:00 pm at 1st Alcoa UMC
Looking ahead:
November 11th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Maryville Youth Bonfire
(1st Maryville, Broadway and Fairview)
Cunningham Farm
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Registration for Resurrection 2019 opens on November 1st
The event is coming up January 25th to 27th.

Memorials & Honorariums
Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
Terry Lee Croft II

Given by:
Tim & Trish Badgett

Welcome Table
In memory of:
John Petitt
Jack Gendron

Given by:
Lolli Fleming
Owen & Leslie Ragland

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
AB Goddard
AB Goddard
AB Goddard
AB Goddard
Marvin Eaves
Marvin Eaves
Steve Goudelock
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Bill Taylor
Marvin Eaves

Given by:
Judy Jones Brownlie
Susan Jones Best
Gloria Leonard
Larry & Diane Cochran
Judy Jones Brownlie
Susan Jones Best
A Friend
Garst Sunday School Class
Stephen & Teresa Jones
Jean Wightman
Oliver & Kim Peters
Bonnie Parker
Jim & Loretta Scruggs
Bob Haresnape
Mike Allee
Ben & Bonny Sugg

Christian sympathy extended to:

Brett Coulter in the death of his mother, Ann Coulter
on September 4th.
Bob Haresnape in the death of his stepdaughter,
Meg Denson who died on September 11th.

In Memoriam:

Pam Starner
Missions Fund
In memory of:
AB Goddard

Given by:
Randy & Laney Lambert

Joined First United Methodist Church
October 1984
Entered the Church Triumphant
September 5, 2018

Music Fund
In memory of:
Marty Miller
Marty Miller
Randy Rogers
Ann Coulter

Given by:
Randy & Margaret Trentham
Tim & Ana Marie Lomperis
Jimmie Eaves & Leslie Roberts
John Cochran
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Believe it or not, the Alternative Gift Fair is just a little over
a month away so mark your calendars for November 4th.
Shop beginning at 9:00 am that morning from more than a
dozen vendors representing ministries, fair trade
organizations and non-profit groups. Keep your eye out
for a closer look at this year’s vendors and details about
this wonderful, long running event here at 1st United
Methodist Church.

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

www.1stchurch.org

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on October 29th
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is October 26th

