
Unraveled   

 

One of my favorite expressions is ‘tying up loose ends.’ The last few items on a project list, things to get done before 
leaving town, conversations that were not finished, etc. We love to feel that things are complete, finished, done! It is 
so invigorating to stand back and say, ‘there!’ 

But, most of life is not so neat, is it? The stories in our Bible share experiences over and over of lots of loose ends, 
unfinished business, interruptions, and dashed expectations. We’ve all said at one time or another that our world is 
unraveling. “Our world” can refer to the whole world – or our own situation. 

Our next sermon series beginning October 6th is titled Unraveled. We will hear four stories about individuals or 
communities who felt the same way we do sometimes. Their world was unraveling. The good news is that God’s 
love and presence are always with us. God’s providence can help us ‘tie up loose ends’ and see the beauty that God 
can create out of chaos and despair. 

We are approaching that time of year when we feel hurried …. Christmas decorations are being sold (and it is still 90 
degrees!) Out-of-town relatives are asking about Thanksgiving plans. Your church is talking about Fall Festival and 
you’re still thinking summer! Join us as we focus on God’s grace that sustains AND gives energy – even when we 
feel unraveled! 

Below are the stories and scriptures so you read along with us in the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is always good to see you in worship! Look forward to seeing you each Sunday! 

Catherine 

 

 

 
October 6th 

Unexpected  
Joy and  
Surprise 

Sarah Laughs  
Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 

 
October 13th 

Unraveled  
by  

Uncertainty 

Peter Sinks in  
Water 

 
Matthew 14:22-33 

 
October 20th 

 
Unraveling of Vocation 

 
Zacchaeus 

 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
October 27th 

 
When Dreams Unravel 

 
Israelites in Exile 

 
Jeremiah 29:1-7 
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Welcome to  

 

 

    Marilyn Hodges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Schneider 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guy and Frances  

Lucier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret & Dan  

Moore 

Welcome Table is in need of a volunteer to work the 
beverage table on the 3rd Thursday of every month.  

 
Also needed is a driver for the 4th Thursday  

of every month.  
 

If interested or for more information please call  
Susie Curtiss 984-2712.  

 



1st News 
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Gearing up for fall fun 
 

Hundreds of children in costume line up along the front 
sidewalk on the afternoon of the last Sunday of October. 
They anxiously await the start of the annual trunk-or-treat 
frenzy that is one of the most popular activities at the  
Fall Festival at 1st.  
 
This year, the festival is on October 27th from 2:00 to 5:00 
pm.  It’s a time for the people of 1st to share God’s love 
with the entire community and with each other.   
 

You can learn more about this event  
or sign up to volunteer at: 

1stchurch.org/fall-festival 

Immigration Stories 
 
In September we began a two-part conversation on immigration starting 
with a look at the history of what’s happened in Central America and how 
that has framed the debate over the U.S. southern border.  The 
immigration conversation continues on October 20th (a week earlier than 
usual because of the Fall Festival at 1st).   
 
This time we go Beyond the Headlines to hear stories of our immigrant 
neighbors right here in East Tennessee.  While the national debate around 
immigration policies and laws rages in the media daily, the consequences 
of that debate profoundly shape the daily life of people right here in our 
community.  
 
We invite you to come hear behind-the-headline stories of our own 
neighbors and learn why their voices matter in the conversation about 
immigration.  

Time to make your lists 
 
If you’ve been on social media, watched the Hallmark Channel 
or been out shopping, you know that the countdown to 
Christmas is ON!   Here at 1st Church each year, we offer a 
way to shop for the people on your gift list that not only makes 
them happy, but also helps non-profit and fair trade 
organizations as well as various ministries of the church.  
 
The ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIR happens on November 3rd 
here at 1st Church.  Wesley Hall (on the upper level) and a 
few other rooms will be filled with handmade crafts, 
homemade treats and plenty of unique items. 
 
We hope you’ll mark Sunday, November 3rd on your calendar 
and plan on checking out this event.  Shop before or after 
worship. Be sure and tell your friends.  
 
As the Alternative Gift Fair gets closer, be looking for lists of 
vendors coming in November.  

http://1stchurch.org/fall-festival


1st News 
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Tailgating Fun 
 
Do you remember … the first Sunday of September? 
If you were here at 1st UMC on that day, it was 
definitely a day to treasure. The All-Church Tailgate 
gave people a chance to come together and get to 
know each other a little more.   
 
There was plenty of great food, decorations, music 
and a kickoff to our month long Go.Do. efforts. This is 
our third year of having this event and it looks like it’s 
going to be around for years to come. 
 
 
Be sure and mark Sunday, September 6, 2020 on 
your calendar for the return of the All-Church Tailgate.  
That gives you plenty of time to think about how 
you’re going to decorate and what you’re going to 
bring to eat. 

Way to Go.Do.  
 
Over the last few weeks you have: 
 

packed 30 School Kits for UMCOR  

packed 60 flood buckets for UMCOR   

packed 10,000 meals as part of Rise Against Hunger 

learned how the United Way helps people in Blount County  

learned the three major focus areas of United Way 

learned how United Way is dealing with the problems 
associated with situational poverty 

put together dozens of health kits for UMCOR (final 
collection is September 29th) 

Brought in items to support Knox Area Rescue Ministries 
 
This has been a month where your work and time have 
demonstrated the sprit to Go.Do. and for that, we say thanks 
and keep working to put your faith into action.  



Help make the Fall Festival at 1st a Success 
 
On October 27th, at least a thousand people will be roaming the parking lot here at 1st 
UMC in search of some fall fun and treats.  But before we can welcome everyone to the 
annual Fall Festival at 1st, we need to have some volunteers.  Here are some things you 
can help do: 
 

Trunk or Treat 
Crafts 
Cotton Candy 
Popcorn 
Set up 
Clean up 
Help with the inflatables 
Be an “extra” volunteer 

 
If you can help out, please visit 1stchurch.org/fall-festival and fill out the volunteer form or reach out directly 
to Denise Johns (contact information in the upper right corner).   
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Whether it’s a game of “Four Square in 

the Air” or dealing with the “Alpha 
Zombie” you never know exactly what 
you’ll find yourself doing during Youth 
Fellowship on Sunday nights at 6:00 
pm.  For 90 minutes the Youth find 
themselves having a great time and 
learning important lessons from the 
Bible.  (There’s also great snacks!)   

 

Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Who wants to go to a UT football game 
and get together with people from 

other churches to tailgate and have 
some pre-game fun?   

 

If this sounds like something you want 
to do, please let Nathan know at 

nirwin@1stchurch.org  

Because of Fall Break there will not be regular Youth Fellowship on October 6th and 13th.   On October 14th 
and 15th, Nathan is working on local day trip mission work, followed by lunch and a fun activity.  If you 

are interested in participating please let him know by emailing him at nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

http://1stchurch.org/fall-festival
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org


Rev. Matt Hall 
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Every Wednesday Night 
5:30 pm  Light Meal 
6:30 pm  Worship 

7:40 pm  Share Groups 

October 2019 @ 

Family Promise Update 
 
While the families in the Emergency Shelter phase of Family Promise have changed 
since 1

st
UMC hosted in August, the underlying need to keep this life-changing mission 

afloat remains the same.  Funds must be raised to help this non-profit continue to end 
family homelessness in Blount County, one family at a time.   
 
A super fun way you can help is to attend the Spooktackular event at the Parkway Drive-In on E. Lamar Pkwy past 
Heritage High School.  It’s coming up on October 11th or 12th.  The gates open at 7:00 pm in advance of the double 
feature showing of Scooby Doo and Gremlins beginning around 8:30 pm.   
 
Prior to show-time, bounce houses and other family activities including trunk or treat will eliminate any thought of 
boredom during the wait time for the movies.  This is all included in the entry fee of $30.00 per car or $100.00 per 
church van.   
 
Children (of all ages) may wear a costume or get their face painted from $5-$15 extra depending on the design.  
Church van riders should bring lawn chairs and car riders may too if sitting outside the vehicle is preferred.  Radios 
for the movie sound track will be available to rent or you may bring your own.  There will be food trucks on site along 
with the concession stand.  All vendors donate a percentage of their profits to Family Promise.  It's a great way to 
have fun and help families at the same time. 
 
If there are adults or mature teens who wish to volunteer to help pull off Spooktacular go to the Facebook page for 
Blount County Family Promise or e-mail April Smith at  asmith@blountfamilypromise.org and let her know which 
night(s).  Volunteers will need to arrive at 5:00 pm or as shortly afterward as possible.  There will be downtime 
before the gates open so the actual work station will be no longer than 1.5 hours.  Volunteers are welcome to stay 
and watch the shows from the parking spot of their choice at no charge. 
 
Looking ahead to next year, save a few hours during the following dates to volunteer when 1

st
UMC hosts families: 

February 23rd -March 1st, May 10th-17th, August 9th-16th and November 8th-15th.  After all, without 
volunteers it wouldn't be possible to promise families a brighter future, one where they have their own home  
to tuck their children in at night. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators for Family Promise at 1

st
UMC  

  October 16th                                                   October 23rd                                                  October 30th  
    Crossroads                                Kasey Walker              A Glimpse Into God’s Kingdom 
   Rev. Matt Hall                    Rev. Catherine Nance 

Rev. Matt Hall 

mailto:asmith@blountfamilypromise.org


Habitat for Humanity 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Bill Mueller  Gerald & Betty Smith 
Bill Mueller  Dan & Chris Johnson 
Pat Ross  Jean Henderson 
Bill Mueller  Leroy Rogers 
Bill Mueller  Sojourners Sunday School Class 
Pat Ross  Randy & Margaret Trentham 
Bill Mueller  Randy & Margaret Trentham 
 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
 

Please be in prayer for the family of John 
Collier, including his wife Pat, daughter 
and son-in-law Suzanne and Jondale 
Stratton and grandchildren Sydney & 

Zachary Stratton.  John died on 
September 14th.  

John Rust Collier, Jr. 
Joined First Church:  

July 19, 2015 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

September 14, 2019 

Celebrate Recovery 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Julie Nelson   Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
In memory of:  Given by:  
Bill Mueller  John & Marion Paulk 
Anna Lo Slawson Barbara Matzek 
Jonah Nerzak  Nancy Neilsen 
Bill Mueller  Trendsetters Sunday School Class 
Anna Lo Slawson Joe & Lisa Fee 
Jonah Nerzak  Jacqueline Hill 

Welcome Table 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Anna Lo Slawson Neil & Phyllis Lawson 
Anna Lo Slawson John & Julia Story 
Pat Ross  Wally & Nan Werner 
Bill Mueller  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Anna Lo Slawson Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Anna Lo Slawson Gayle Fox 

Music Ministry 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Pat Ross  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Anna Lo Slawson Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Bill Mueller  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Blanche Carter Ernest & Anne Hand 

Orchestra 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Blanche Carter Doug & Emily Smith 

Retirement Reception 

 

On October 20th come help us wish Sherri Justice a 
happy retirement after 16 years at 1st UMC.  She is 

one of our church custodians.  

Sherri will retire at the end of October. 

Please put Sunday, October 20th down on your 
calendar to attend a reception in her honor 

immediately after church that day in Wesley Hall.  

We will take up a Love Offering to show                 
Sheri our appreciation. 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
June Cochran  Don & Corky Cochran 
Jimmy Cochran Don & Corky Cochran 
Bill Taylor  Mary Taylor 
Ben Boyd  Bible Survey Sunday School Class 
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Fall Festival at 1st   
October 27th  

2:00 to 5:00 pm 
 

Alternative Gift Fair   
November 3rd  

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner   
November 10th  

6:00 pm 
 

Contemporary Worship  
Christmas Special   

December 1st  
10:30 am 

 
 
 

Morning Glory Chorus  
Christmas Cantata 

December 8th   
8:15 am 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Program  
& Craft Night    
December 8th  

5:00 pm 
 

Chancel Choir  
Christmas Cantata   

December 15th  
10:30 & 7:00 pm 

 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight  
& Communion  
December 24th  

2:00 pm, 7:00 pm  & 10:00 pm 
 

Christmas at Celebrate Recovery  
 December 25th  

6:30 pm 


