
It is Thursday evening as I write this and our parking lot is full! Maryville Junior High School is hosting its Open 
House. The polls (located at MJHS) are open until 8:00 pm. At the other end, football teams made up of very 
young players are going through drills. (Do they call that pee-wee football?) We’re glad to provide parking for 
our neighbors.  
 
The inside of the church is empty; perhaps a few Welcome Table cleaner uppers are still downstairs. The 
smell of a delicious dinner still wafts through the hallways but the noise of 240 people eating and visiting is 
now just an echo.  
 
The people who got out of the cars and crossed the street did so with a sense of hope and purpose:  
 
 Parents hoping that someone will see potential in their six-year old and offer him a football scholarship (if 

he just gets the right coach….)  
 Parents of teenagers trying to engage their brand new eighth graders in conversation as they cross the 

street; eighth graders so embarrassed to have their parents next to them in public.  
 Parents hoping for a great school year – not just academically but socially.  
 Thirteen year olds not even sure what to hope for.  
 Candidates for public office stand in the drizzle and wave and smile.  
 Citizens of Blount County show their ID to the friendly poll worker and declare their party preference.  They 

enter the voting booth with a sense of hope and a belief in 
democracy.   

 
I stood in the full parking lot and looked at all of the empty cars. To be 
honest, I did wonder for just a moment if there is any way we can 
charge parents at MJHS for parking here Monday through Friday. Then I 
kicked myself and muttered something about ‘community.’ I turned from 
mercenary to theologian.  
 
How ironic that folks had parked their cars at church and then crossed 
the street to three long-standing institutions: politics, education, and 
football. For our purposes, you could substitute “society” for football. Important institutions in our community; 
we need them. But sometimes we look to these other institutions for our sense of purpose and the source of 
our hope. We pour ourselves into the organization and teach our children that knowing the right folks here or 
doing the right things there will bring success. And what are we teaching about success?  
 
This is not just an “it’s time to get back to church” speech. That would make church just one more institution 
wouldn’t it? One of many we can choose from – or not. What I hope you know is that the God we worship “at 
church” is the Author of Creation, the Source of all Real Hope, the Giver of Life and, the Definition of Love. 
Because we are The Church, we know this as we huddle up, study for tests, and cast a ballot. No “right 
contact” or test score or politician will offer me lasting and meaningful hope. My hope is in Christ Jesus … and 
because of that I can participate in society with a sense of freedom and love.  
 
Looking forward to seeing you inside the church  and every Sunday and in between. There are classes and 
small groups and mission opportunities that provide stability and support as we go ‘across the street’ and into 
the world.  
 
Blessings to you,   

Catherine Nance  
Senior Minister 
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Reflections from a mission to Africa 
 

B 
ack in May, a small team from 1st United 
Methodist Church heeded the call to Go.Do. 
Over a two week period of time this group 
worked in various ways to help change lives 

in the African nation of  Kenya.  It is a mission trip that 
not only changed the lives of the people in the village 
where they worked, it also had a profound impact on 
the lives of the mission team members.   

 
Ann Leatherwood 
Our trip to Kenya was special in so many ways. Our 
group of 5 acquaintances quickly became close 
friends.  
 We shared the experience of serving others in the 

medical clinics and watching children develop 
their reading skills.  

 We played with preschool students before serving 
them their only meal for the day.  

 We worshipped for almost three hours with a 
couple of hundred children and teens who sang 
and danced for over an hour.  

 We laughed until we hurt and shed several tears.  
 We were prayed for and thanked abundantly.  
 We also delivered almost 1,000 ink pens and over 

400 toothbrushes that were donated by you, our 
congregation.  

 
It doesn’t seem that a pen or toothbrush would make 
a difference, but in many cases they are a luxury 
item. Many thanks for everyone who donated and to 
all who held us in your prayers.  
 
Joe Leatherwood 
I spent some time working with a man that had five 
children. He traveled two hours per day spending 
over 90 % of his income on transportation costs to 
work at a boarding school. We used basic, many 
times patched together hand tools, to repair and 
maintain the "big" school . Never a complaint and 
taking pride in his work, this man showed me several 
ways to get a job done without electric or water 
service. Very ingenious  
 

Barbara Hammond 
What an awesome and humbling experience to have been 
a part of our church’s mission trip to Kenya. In going on 
this journey, our primary goal was to share the love of 
Jesus to everyone with whom we came in to contact, with 
special interest in the areas of medical care and 
education.  
 
Upon returning, our team realized we were the ones who 
were deeply blessed.  The people of Kenya showed faith 
in action, a passion for worship and grateful hearts even 
in a land where daily living lacked many of the basic 
needs we here in our own land take for granted...clean 
water, plentiful food, medical care and educational 
opportunities.  
 
May the Lord bless the beautiful people of Kenya and give 
them peace.  

Pam Beard 
Even though I knew God was calling me to Africa, I had 
no idea what I might be able to offer to those I was 
going to serve. I knew I could teach children in the USA, 
but I wasn't sure I would connect with the Kenyan little 
ones. I couldn't have been more wrong. The children 
are thrilled to see you! They smile and say 
"Jambo!" (Hello!) and are genuinely glad you have 
come. They are anxious to do whatever you ask of 
them, and so very much want to please you. From the 
smallest to the tallest, I felt warmly welcomed, wanted, 
and connected. I learned on this trip that God can use 
you even if you have no idea how to be useful. Just 
stepping out and making myself available gave me the 
opportunity to serve.  
 
I went with the Medical Team to a village called Solai, 
where an earthen dam had broken and washed away 
whole families and all their belongings. We stood on a 
hilltop looking out over a muddy expanse with nothing 
left on it but sticks where the homes had been, and a 
random shoe or bit of clothing on the ground. It was in 
this place that I learned how to give eye tests for 
reading glasses and was blessed to see elderly people 
weep for joy when they could see for the first time in 
many years. You cannot witness things like that and not 
be changed. I am so very thankful I could be a part of it.  
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Latvia is celebrating its 100th year of becoming a 
country.  However, during 51 years of that time the 
country was occupied by Russia, then Germany, then 
back to Russia (USSR).  Latvia became free again in 
1991, so the people have enjoyed 27 years of new 
freedom.  Latvia is a proud and modern country, but many 
of the citizens are very poor. 
 
Summer 2018 Trip 
The Kuldiga Partnership/
Latvia Mission Team this 
year consisted of, Cheryl 
Coleman, and her 
daughter, Hannah “Ruthie” 
Coleman and Ron & Carol 
Werker from 1st UMC 
Maryville and Jim Hayes 
from Norris UMC. It took 
about  25 hours to travel 
from Tennessee to Latvia. When we arrived we were 
welcomed at Riga Airport with candy bouquets and hugs 
by Pastor of Kuldiga Methodist Church, Zinta, her 
husband Edgars, and their daughter. 
 

After a good night’s sleep, 
we drove to our sister church 
in Kuldiga (a 2 ½ hr. drive) 
where we attended Sunday 
worship service. It’s always 
heartwarming to sing hymns 
in both Latvian & English at 
the same time. After the 
service the congregation 
enjoyed sandwiches and tea 

and later in the day had fun at a picnic at Zageri Farm, 
where we stayed in Igita’s (Kuldiga Lay Leader) Guest 
House for several days.  
 
While in Kuldiga: 
 Jim Hayes led an adult Bible Study on The Holy Spirit.  
 We worked on some of the window restoration.   
 And we started building a gate for a wood pellet 

storage area for the Kuldiga Church’s new furnace. 
(They are purchasing the wood pellets in the summer 
at a reduced cost. The money from the church rental 
property is paying for the wood pellets.)  

 
Day Camp for Foster Children 
The last day we were in Kuldiga, we worked with Kuldiga 
Methodist Church and Zageri Farm to provide a Day 
Camp for Foster Children and their guardians.  This was a 
highlight of our week as we reached out to so many 
families throughout the whole country of Latvia. This was 
also a big day for Igita and Zageri Farm as there was a 
news team from a television station interviewing people 
and filming the event!  

The Mission Continues in Latvia 

Flag Raising 

The day started with flag raising 
and the singing of the Latvian 
National Anthem. Throughout the 
day there were games, singing, 
horseback riding, lots of activities, 
lunch, and toward the end of the 
afternoon the kids who attend 
Kuldiga Church presented a play.  
Then each child received a 
shoebox gift from The 
Samaritan’s Purse/Shoebox 
Ministry (Operation Christmas 
Child). This was touching to us to 
see the excitement and smiles on 
each child’s face as they opened their own box and 
revealed its contents! 

 

Wesley Methodist Camp 

The following day we 
drove to Wesley Camp 
where we inspected the 
newly constructed cabin 
for campers. Three more 
cabins will be constructed 
in the future. While at 
Wesley Camp, we walked 
to The Baltic Sea and 
were drenched as it down 
poured on the walk back to camp!  

 

We also visited with Vivita, the former pastor at Kuldiga, 
who recently opened a Christian Book Store & Coffee 
Shop in Liepaja, Latvia. Our time in Latvia was nearing 
its completion, and we’re always amazed that we feel so 
comfortable with these wonderful, loving brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

We always leave a part of us there and bring a part of 
them home with us.  Feel free to ask any of us about the 
trip anytime, as there is so much more we can tell you. 

 

You can check out more pictures from the Latvia 
mission trip on the church Facebook page and website 

(in the 1st Look  section). 

 

by Ron & Carol Werker 
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Rev. Matt Hall 

Coming soon to 

Each Wednesday 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

Rev. Matt Hall 

August 22nd 
Darren Chapman 

Thanks to great teamwork, another host week for Family Promise guests has come and 
gone successfully here at 1st UMC. In the middle of the week, a 4th family was added, 
bringing the total number of guests to 12. (This is a common occurrence in the 
Emergency Shelter phase of the mission.) We all know that 1st UMC volunteers do an 
outstanding job and can be fully counted on to remain flexible and adjust when needed.  

 
What none of us knew was the "five-star" reputation 1st UMC has among the Family Promise staff until actually being 
present when learning of the addition of the new family. To paraphrase the director . . . "1st UMC is my top choice 
when a new family enters the mission because you all do such an amazing job of making them feel at home."  
In the case last month, the new mid-week guests were a mom with her teenage daughter.  
 
Moving away from everyone you know is traumatic in itself, but it's unfathomable to imagine what it would be like to 
have nowhere to go ... and to be a teenager!! Thank YOU for your kindness and compassion for all our guest 
families. Also, as you read this, two of the guest families have already moved into their own permanent residences 
since staying at 1st UMC, July 22nd-29th. That, too, is a common occurrence with the mission. What a blessing this 
is; the timing was particularly special because the children were able to start school with their peers.  
 
Our sincere thanks to the amazing and valued servants at 1st UMC who help these families transform their lives. If 
you aren't part of this mission yet, a one-time training is required. After that, you decide what you're comfortable doing 
and serve a few hours when it suits your schedule. All are encouraged to help and men are especially needed. Entire 
families often come to share a delicious meal for an evening or part of a Saturday. Children don't require special 
training; it seems they already know how to play and enjoy having new playmates.  
 
Our remaining two host weeks for 2018 are September 9th-16th and November 4th-11th. Please put these dates 
on your calendar and watch for new training opportunities.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large  
Coordinators of Family Promise at 1st UMC  

CRMaryvilleTN.com 

Anne Van Curen, an RN with Blount Memorial 
Hospice is our J.O.Y. Fellowship speaker in 

August.  During the program, Anne will discuss the 
myths which often surround Hospice Care and 

provide you with a greater understanding of how 
the Hospice team serves the community as well as 

how you can be a part of it.  
 

Lunch is $5  
 

Please sign up online at: 
1stchurch.org/joy-fellowship or call 982-1273  

http://www.1stchurch.org/joy-fellowship


 
Starting Sunday, August 12th, 

Youth will be meeting at the church from 
6:00 to 7:30 pm each Sunday.  After 

dinner, the youth will split up into the Echo 
groups that had been meeting at other 

times and places.  The hope is to make the Echo group 
experience easier for parents who have more than one child in 

youth and gives the group as a whole, more options and ability to 
do things together.  

NEWS Teachers Needed 
Sunday school is a wonderful fellowship and learning time for the children 
in our church and community. The Sunday school leaders are a dedicated 
group of individuals and are thrilled to see your children each and every 
week.  
 
Currently, there are several volunteer positions that need to be filled. If you 
would be interested in serving in this valuable area please contact Denise 
Johns at djohns@1 stchurch.org or call 982-1273. 

Fun in the sun 
Things got a little messy during youth on 

Sunday, August 5th as the cans of whipped 
cream and water guns came out.  From the 
look of things, Mess Fest definitely lived up 

to its name.  

Mission possible 
Back in July, this group spent a week in Cincinnati  during a 

summer mission trip.  The time in Ohio gave the group a 
chance to Go.Do.   Coming up during Fall Break in October, 
youth will be getting a chance to Go.Do. right here in Blount 
County, teaming up with 1st UMC Alcoa for some mission 

projects.  So, stay tuned for details.   
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Our church family 

In Memoriam: 

Evelyn Campbell 
Joined First Church: January 17, 1993 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 15, 2018 
 

Jack Gibson 
Joined First Church:  January 13, 1985 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 9, 2018 

 
Marty Miller 

Entered the Church Triumphant: July 25, 2018 

 
Rev. Bill Warnock 

Served First Church as an Associate Pastor:  
1982-1985 

Entered the Church Triumphant: June 23, 2018 

Christian sympathy extended to Margaret Trentham 
 in the death of her mother,  

Margaret Parton Watson on August 3rd.  

Music Fund 

Choir Fund 

Missions Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
A.B. Goddard  Tommy & Carol Hunt 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marvin Eaves  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
AB Goddard  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Jane Cannon  Jere & Joy Ingram  
Marvin Eaves  Maxine Humphrey 
Evelyn Campbell Karl & Sherry Miller  
Evelyn Campbell Russell & Patricia Jones 
Evelyn Campbell Sandra Pankey 
Evelyn Campbell Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Marty Miller  Karl & Sherry Miller 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Evelyn Campbell William & Margaret Campbell 
Evelyn Campbell Lamar & Mary Ann Dunn 
Evelyn Campbell Chuck & Sherry Dobis 

Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jack Gendron  Kenny & Sandy Hodson 

Congratulations to Stephanie and Richard White on the birth of their daughter Adrianne Victoria White 
on July 25th.  Steve and Vickie Turner and Glen and Marian White are the proud grandparents.  

Memorials  
& Honorariums 

Come enjoy this fun exercise in getting to know your church family.  



In memory of:   Given by: 
AB Goddard  Edward & Judy Green 
AB Goddard  Charlie & Barbara Barton 
AB Goddard  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Tommy Thomas Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Russell West  Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
Jane Robinson Rocky & Julie Rochelle 
AB Goddard  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
AB Goddard  Jere & Joy Ingram 
AB Goddard  Betsy Halliday 
Don Watson  Elaine Murray 

Memorials  
& Honorariums 

(continued) 

Welcome Table 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
AB Goddard  Nancy Surbaugh 
AB Goddard  Cecil Carmen 
AB Goddard  Bill & Elizabeth Pedersen 
AB Goddard  Bill & Brenda Johnson 
AB Goddard  Janie Haley 
AB Goddard  John & Lydia Gibson 
AB Goddard  Alan & Beverly Spitler 
AB Goddard  John & Jane Nichols 
AB Goddard  Kenny & Sandy Hodson 
AB Goddard  Ted & Ann Doege 
AB Goddard  Don & Ann McElhaney 
AB Goddard  Charles & Joyce Driskill 
AB Goddard  Cindy Thomas 
AB Goddard  Guy Badgett 
AB Goddard  Jesse & Fances Sasser 
AB Goddard  Carl & Jean McDonald 
AB Goddard  Ben Long 
AB Goddard  Don & Corky Cochran 
AB Goddard  Keith & Judy Shope 
AB Goddard  Michael & Helen Spears 
AB Goddard  Charles & Clara McNutt 
Evelyn Campbell Cindy Thomas 
Evelyn Campbell Darleen Thompson 
Evelyn Campbell George & Jane Dominick 
Evelyn Campbell Gary & Marijane Jerauld 
Evelyn Campbell Winston Davis 
Evelyn Campbell Ed Harmon 
Marvin Eaves  Kenny & Sandy Hodson 
Rev. William Warnock   Linda Merchant 
Marvin Eaves  Second Wednesday Bridge 
Jack Gibson  Garst Sunday School Class 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
AB Goddard  Robert & Bright Wright 
AB Goddard   Bo & Shirley Henry 
AB Goddard  Bob & Dottie Kidd 
AB Goddard  Ernie & Pat Blankenship 
AB Goddard  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
AB Goddard  Karl & Sherry Miller 
AB Goddard  Pamela Young 
ABGoddard  Zach & Studie Young 
AB Goddard  JoAnn Myers 
AB Goddard  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
AB Goddard  Scott & Susan Hawkins 
AB Goddard  Helen Holt 
AB Goddard  Ellison & Michele Thomas 
AB Goddard  Bonnie Batey 
AB Goddard  Patsy Tarvin 
AB Goddard  Daniel & Karen Goudelock 
AB Goddard  Mary Nelle Robbins 
AB Goddard  Catherine Beals 
AB Goddard  Michael & Pamela Miller 
AB Goddard  John & Julia Story 
AB Goddard  Shields SS Class 
AB Goddard  Diane Orenstein 
AB Goddard  Darlene Kerley 
AB Goddard  Janet Settle 
AB Goddard  Bryan Mayo 
AB Goddard  Joe Sherlin 
AB Goddard  Janet Proffitt 
AB Goddard  Mark Walker 
AB Goddard  Tommy & Carol Hunt 
AB Goddard  Peggy Bebb 
AB Goddard  Shannondale Community 
AB Goddard  Thomas & Diane Ballard 
AB Goddard  Steve & Ruth West 
AB Goddard  Walt & Mary Sherlin 
AB Goddard  Fielding & Kim Miller 
AB Goddard  Stephen Koella 
AB Goddard  Jimmie Eaves 
AB Goddard  Doug & Leslie Roberts 
AB Goddard  Ral & Teresa McCammon 
AB Goddard  Gary & Sherry Hensley 
AB Goddard  Elizabeth King 
AB Goddard  Ed & Katherine Hoskins 
AB Goddard  Maxine Redwine 
AB Goddard  Wilson & Sue Borden 
AB Goddard  Blount County 
                                    Habitat for Humanity 
AB Goddard  Norman & Jacqueline  
                                    Newton 
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worship service that morning featuring the music of 

Robinella and a call to Go.Do. 


