
A focus on your membership vows 
Rev. Sarah Slack 
 
When someone joins the United Methodist Church, they profess their faith in Jesus Christ and pledge to be 
loyal to The United Methodist Church, and uphold it by: 

 their prayers  

 their presence  

 their gifts 

 their service 

 and their witness 
 
As members of this United Methodist Church, we pledge to the new members that we will do all in our power 
to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.  We also renew our vows to uphold the 
church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 
 
On Sundays in September, we will look at what it means to live out these membership vows.   

 How do we uphold the church with our prayers?   

 What does it mean to be present?   

 Who do we witness to?  

 Does gifts mean money or talents or both?   

 Do we really have to serve others if our church is already doing a good job of service?  
 

In October, we’ll introduce you to 
more Faces of Our Faith. 

On Sunday, September 23rd, Wendy Wand from the United Way will join us for Conversation Matters.   
This will be an abbreviated Bridges Out of Poverty training and discussion.  More information coming soon. 



Welcome New Members  

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                           ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                             ext. 106 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson Ingram      slawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice      982-1273 
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Cliff & Carla 
McCartney 

Mary 
Wilson 

Phyllis 
Cirella 

Michael  
Lardiero 

George and Linda  
Otwell 
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How many names did you put with faces? 
As the ministers brought you stories about different Faces 
of Our Faith during the month of August, many of you 
were also coming out to special events aimed at helping 
everyone put a “name with a face.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For about 45 minutes, participants spent just a few 
minutes with different people around the tables, asking 
and answering questions, all aimed at helping people 
learn more about one another.  
 
And here’s a challenge for you.  During the All-Church 
Tailgate on September 2nd, be sure and seek out 
someone you don’t know, introduce yourself and 
remember the name that goes with that face. 

1st News 

Assistance Needed 
 
Jam and Jelly Jars Needed 
The Alternative Gift Fair is coming up November 
4th.  Amelia Geis-Scott and Jewel Rankin are in 
need of 1/2 pint jars to make more jams and jellies 
to sell at the AGF.  If you have any to donate, just 
bring them to the office or to Celebrate Recovery/
Welcome Table or contact Jewel at 
jewel1940@gmail.com .  
 
Church Bell Volunteers Needed 
It takes a lot of work to bring you the Church Bell 
each time it is published.  We are looking for a few 
more people to help prepare the newsletter for 
mailing. This group typically meets once a month 
on a Tuesday.  If this sound like something you 
could help do, please contact Clayton at 
chensley@1stchurch.org .  

A district celebration 
This September, the newly 
created Smoky Mountain 
District of the UMC will have 
its first ever District 
Conference.  And while there 
will be some official business 
happening, this is going to be 
a celebration, too.  Right after 
the meeting (where things like 
Conference delegates are chosen) be sure and stick 
around for homemade ice cream, fellowship and 
bluegrass music. 
 

Smoky Mountain District Celebration 
September 9th at Mountain View UMC 

3200 Maryville Pike - Knoxville, TN 
 
The District Conference is at 3:00 pm. 
Ice Cream Eating (and voting for your favorite ice 
cream flavors) happens immediately afterward.  
Proceeds from the voting go to help Camp Wesley 
Woods buy a golf cart. 

New addition 
Most of you have probably noticed the new church sign 
out on the front lawn.  It was installed in mid-August.  The 
sign is made of Crab Orchard sandstone, quarried from 
here in Tennessee.   
 
According to the Tennessee Encylopedia, Crab Orchard 
stone can be found in places like Scarritt College in 
Nashville and the Country Music Hall of Fame as well as 
numerous buildings in Cumberland County, where the 
Crab Orchard stone operations are located.  

A J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch is in the works for 
September.  At “press” time details were not 

available, so keep watching our online channels 
and the Sunday bulletin for more information.  

mailto:jewel1940@gmail.com
mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UMW Fall Schedule 
History and legacy are the focus of the next UMW 
meeting here at 1st UMC-Maryville. All women are invited 
to the gathering on September 6th at 10:00 am in room 
152.   
 
In 2019, the United Methodist Women will celebrate the 
organization’s 150th anniversary.  To prepare for the 
occasion, September’s program will be devoted to  
sharing experiences that UMW members have had in this 
organization over the years. 
  
October’s meeting will be on the 4th at 10:00 am in 
room 152. This will be the group’s annual “Quiet Time”, a 
way of helping deal with the stress of the upcoming 
holiday season.  
  
UMW members will be selling pecans again this year.  So 
start getting your list ready.  More information regarding 
prices and pre-orders is forthcoming. 
  
Faith, hope and love in action 
 
Several UMW members attended a social action meeting 
at Peck’s Memorial United Methodist Church on Saturday, 
August 25th.  The program focused on the concerns of 
Neo-Natal care. 
  
On August 7th, UMW members here at 1st Church got 
together to make Chrismons for Walland United Methodist 
Church in recognition of its 150th anniversary. These will 
be presented to the History Committee on September 
4th.  A special recognition of the founding of the Walland 
Church will be held on September 9. Former members of 
the church are expected to attend.  Smoky Mountain 
District Superintendent Jason Gattis will deliver the 
sermon. 
  
Looking ahead 
The District United Methodist Women’s meeting is coming 
up on November 3rd.  1st UMC-Maryville is hosting the 
event which will be in Asbury Hall.  
  
It will soon be time to elect new UMW officers here at 1st 
UMC.  Leaders are in the process of formulating a ballot . 
Those of you who are interested and willing to serve, 
please contact Linda Richards at tlrich@pdq.net. 

Fall Bible Study: The Book of Job 
Job clung to God's goodness while all his worldly 
joys were stripped away. But, how is it possible to 
hold onto such joys in times of sorrow? Starting 
September 11th, come join the Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study by Lisa Harper where you will 
discover the redemptive side of Job's suffering 
and how we can use our pain to strengthen our 
faith.  
 
The cost of the 
workbook is $13. 
Bonnie Van Pelt is 
leading the study.  
For more information 
contact her at 
bjkv@bellsouth.net . 
 
Sign up at 
1stchurch.org /job 

Just Moved Study 
The Just Moved Ministry is committed to the spiritual 
growth and emotional well-being of women who are 
uprooted by a move or any life change. Through 
Biblical teaching and personal support, we prepare, 
encourage, and equip a woman to let go of the past, 
rebuild hope, and embrace her new life as she trusts 
God with her future.  
 
Moving on After Moving in 
Wednesdays 
Starting September 12th 
10:00 am in Room 201 
Sign up at: 
1stchurch.org/just-moved 

1st News 
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1st UMC Pastor’s work included in new book 
 
A new book hitting the shelves 
in September includes a few 
entries written by our very own 
Rev. Sarah Slack.  This 
collection of devotions called 
“We Pray with Her”  were all 
written by young United 
Methodist clergy women.  

The book is available from a 
variety of places including 
Cokesbury.com and 
Amazon.com.  

mailto:tlrich@pdq.net
mailto:bjkv@bellsouth.net
http://1stchurch.org/job
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Coming soon to 

Each Wednesday 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

September 12th 
Every Journey begins with One Step 

Buzz Trexler 

September 26th 
Buddy Causey 

Music and Testimony 

Share groups can help you in many ways: 

 Help you realize, you are not alone. 

 Help facilitate “giving and receiving empathy.” 

 Help you find your “voice.” 

 Help you relate to others (and yourself) in 
healthier ways. 

 Help provide a safety net.  
 
Share groups are an integral part of the Celebrate 
Recovery program.  We encourage you to join one 
of these small groups which meet at 7:40 pm each 

Wednesday night.   



 
NO YOUTH OR ECHO GROUPS 

ON SEPTEMBER 2ND! 
 

NO YOUTH OR YOUTH BELL CHOIRS ON  
SEPTEMBER 2ND! 

 
Youth fellowship and Echo Groups will resume on September 

11th, meeting here at the church from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.  

NEWS 

 
How’s your hospitality?  

During this year’s All-Church Tailgate, be on the lookout for our 
youth judges.  They’ll be making the rounds to the different 

tailgating stations to see which ones have the best decorations, 
the best food and the best hospitality.   
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                                           Creating a safe environment for everyone 
There are important rules to follow in order to provide safety and security to the 
children and youth in our care here at 1st UMC.  
 
1st United Methodist Church follows the guidelines of Safe Sanctuaries in all our 
ministries to children and youth. Each staff member and volunteer that works with 
children receive training in guidelines aimed at reducing the risk of abuse to 
children and youth as well as to protect adult workers. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the Safe Sanctuaries Policy for the church or 
are interested in training, please contact Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or 
call him at 982-1273.  

3rd Grade Bibles 
Each year, the third graders in the church are presented with their very own Bible.  This 
is always a special time for everyone.  This year, the Bibles will be handed out during 
worship services on September 9th.  Please let Denise Johns know which service your 
third grader will be attending that day.  You can reach her at djohns@1stchurch.org or 
call her at 982-1273. 

Acolyte Training 
On Sunday, September 23rd, all children from the 4th - 6th grades are invited to attend 
acolyte training immediately following the 10:30 worship services. The training will start 
with a pizza lunch for children and their parents in Asbury Hall then move into the 
Sanctuary.  Even if your child has been an acolyte before, this is a great refresher 
course.  Contact Denise Johns if your child will be participating.  

All-Church Tailgate Family Photos 
Ms. Denise wants to invite everyone to the 1st Kids Tailgating Station during the All-
Church Tailgate event on September 2nd.  While you’re there, be sure and choose a 
prop or two for your family photo.    
 
More info available at: 1stchurch.org/tailgate 

mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
1stchurch.org/tailgate


Welcome Table 

Music Memorial Fund 

In Memoriam: Memorial Fund 

William Taylor 
 

Joined First United Methodist Church 
July 12, 1978 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

August 25, 2018 
 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
Rev. Laura Rasor of Broadway UMC in the death of 

her father Gene Rasor on August 19th 

Chancel Choir Fund 

Missions Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Robinson Ron & Barbara Hammond 
Jane Robinson Libby Lewis 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marceil Peery  Richard & Beth Ryburn 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marty Miller  Mike & Ibby Davis 
Evelyn Campbell Mike & Ibby Davis 
Jane Robinson Mike & Ibby Davis 
Jane Cannon  Mike & Ibby Davis 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
AB Goddard  Richard Hamra 
AB Goddard  John McArthur 
AB Goddard  Richard & Beth Ryburn 
AB Goddard  First Tennessee Bank 
AB Goddard  Joc & Margaret Collingnon 
 

Hymnal Tribute 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bart & Lou Peak Jim & Rita Warner 

In memory of:  Given by: 
AB Goddard  Don & Beverly Fint 
AB Goddard  Mike & Ibby Davis 
AB Goddard  Bill & Jane Morton 
AB Goddard  Betty Sweet 
Marceil Peery  Mike & Ibby Davis 

In memory of:             Given by: 
Margaret “Peggy” Watson Gregg & Karen Parker 

Family Promise 
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 
www.1stchurch.org 

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on September 24th. 
 If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is September 21st. 

Live Streaming 
If you are away on a Sunday or for CR on 
Wednesdays you can worship with us from 

wherever you are.  We stream the services live 
on our website at 1stchurch.org (look for each 
service in the Worship at 1st Section) and on 

Facebook Live. Links to older worship services 
can also be found on the website. 

 
(*We are no longer streaming to youtube LIVE). 

Church Directories 
We still have a couple of dozen Church 

Directories that haven’t been picked up.  If you 
had your picture taken for the 2018 pictorial 

directory and haven’t yet picked your directory, 
please come to the Church Office anytime 

Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm or call 
us at 982-1273 to make other arrangements to 

get them to you.  


