I will begin by saying everything is fine and no one was hurt. Frazzled; but not hurt.
Last Friday morning I was in an exercise class at a local studio along with six other people. We were all in the
zone when, suddenly, the loudest POP and then HISSSSS sounded. There were screams, hands over our
ears, looking around to see what happened. Water is spewing out of the ceiling! I could not believe how
quickly the floor was flooding. After a few seconds of panic, we all gathered our things, worked together to get
mats and blankets out. The sidewalk outside became the holding place for everything. The instructor called
911 to get the fire department to come shut the system down.
When the fire department got there, I was out on the sidewalk. I have been in other emergency situations so I
knew it’s important to have somebody out front to say, “over here.” (This was in a building with other
businesses; not a stand alone).
When the first fire fighter approached the studio, he asked me, “Is there a fire?”
My heart was still pounding. There was no fire. But there is still an emergency and property is being damaged
and someone could have been hurt when that sprinkler head blew off and the water needs to be turned off
right away!
All of those words were one big blur in my brain.
I said, “No fire. The water squirter thingy blew off.”
Fortunately, he walked past me and did not ask my name.
What did I just say? Did I hear myself correctly?
The water squirter thingy blew off??? Are you kidding me. Did I just say that? What an idiot. I suppose I had
not thought of “sprinkler head” in over five years when we were looking at building plans for the renovation.
I’m sure that phrase was said a time or two in trustees meetings. Sprinkler head. I know what that is. Water
squirter thingy? That is not even an accurate description. Water blaster, perhaps.
In times of emergency, stress, fear, grief, or any other soul-swatting time, we often find it hard to choose the
words. To know the right words. But we have a ‘vocabulary bank’ that we should be able to draw on.
When the rest of the world is saying “Be afraid”, people of faith can pull up, “fear not, for I am with you.” When
the rest of the world is pointing out who our enemies are, people of faith have in their core of being, “love your
enemies.” When the world is saying, be wary and don’t trust, people of faith can say without even thinking
about it, “love your neighbor as yourself.” When the world is saying, ‘they are the sinners,” people of faith are
hearing ‘”do not judge.”
I have sprinkler head written down now in case I ever need it again. But the other words, I repeat everyday
over and over again in my heart. These are the words that get me through the day and help me know how to
respond to spiritual emergencies and worldly stress.
What words are on the tip of your tongue? And deep in your heart?

Catherine
All through September, we hope the words Go.Do. are on the tip of
your tongue. Be sure and check out all the ways you can help during
the month on page 4 of The Church Bell and online at 1stchurch.org.
You will find details on the September Go.Do. collection on the back
page of this newsletter.

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
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This 28-week small group study comes from a resource
published by The Upper Room.
Dr. Greta Smith is leading this journey of spiritual formation.
For more information and to sign up visit:
1stchurch.org/companions
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ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
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Welcome to 1st

Worship under the
Big Tent is at 10:30
Nursery care provided
1stchurch.org/tailgate
8:15 Traditional Worship
in Sanctuary
*No Children’s Sunday School
Linda & Mike Swift
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ext.202

mblodgett

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

Come examine the Beatitudes from the Gospel of
Matthew Chapter 5 in this study from Rick Warren.
Bonnie VanPelt leads the class which meets on
Tuesdays at 10:00 am beginning September 10th.

ext.113

982-1273

982-1273

1st News
New Conversations

On August 25th, more than sixty people came out for an important conversation about Climate
Change. The event led by Dale Kaiser, a retired climate scientist, helps us all understand why
conversation matters as many points of view on the subject were shared.
On September 29th, Dr. Doug Sofer, Associate Professor of History at Maryville College, joins
us for the first of a two part conversation on immigration. Dr. Sofer has a Ph.D. in history with
a major field of Latin America, and a minor field in modern Africa. He’ll help us understand
the historical context and current reasons people are immigrating to the U.S. from Central
American countries.
Then, on October 20th, the Conversation will focus on what steps it takes to become a U.S. Citizen through stories
from area residents who took that very path. We hope you’ll join us and bring a friend or two to see why
Conversation Matters.

September Sermons
You’ve heard the sayings “God helps those who help themselves” or
“Everything happens for a reason.” And while these sound like something
you might find in the Bible, they might be missing the point.
During worship on Sunday mornings in September, the pastors will be
examine the “Half Truths” of these clichés and the meanings you SHOULD
be taking away from them.
Check out 1stchurch.org/worship-at-1st for more details.

Providing a Safe Place
What a noteworthy week of hosting Family Promise guests at 1st UMC. Three
single moms with children ages 6 months old to 18-years-old called the church
home for a week. Despite the age differences, the families became a close-knit
group looking out for and supporting one another.
Family Promise allowed all the moms to escape a toxic situation and land in a safe place that protected them and
their child/children. The sweet, precious little baby (who stole everyone's heart) will move into his own home this
week with his mom. All the moms are working so they should soon follow into their own homes.
Thank you to all the many servants who helped set-up/take-down, host, provide meals, decorate cookies, and
bought new bed and bath supplies or donated in other ways for these precious families. Thanks too for the invite
from Nathan Irwin to include the guests in the youth’s back-to-school, messy game night. They had a blast. To
all the volunteers and those who contribute to Family Promise, you make the difference between homelessness
and having a place to call home. Thank you.
Come visit the Family Promise Center and learn more about the
ways the program helps families in crisis.
Yours In Christ,
Wednesday,
September 18th at 9:30 am
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large
st
1stchurch.org/GoDo2019
Co-Coordinators for Family Promise at 1 UMC
Dear Church Friends of Family Promise:
Thanks to you, our recent group of Family Promise guests slept much more soundly! We were able to provide
nice crisp new sheets, soft blankets, and big comfy pillows for the families. In spite of a glitch or two with the
Target website, 20 sheet sets, 15 blanckets and 5 pillows were donated to our linen closet through the July
Go.Do. registry.
Many thanks!
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UNITED WAY TOUR

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH
VAN LEAVES AT 9:30 AM
SIGN UP AT: 1STCHURCH.ORG/GODO2019 OR CALL 865-982-1273

As part of our Go.Do. focus in September, we invite you to come tour the United Way of Blount County. This
organization helps nearly 55,000 people in Blount County through its support of many different programs. The goal of
United Way is to create lasting changes in the community by addressing the root causes of problems and
demonstrating what it means to LIVE UNITED.
KARM DONATION TRAILER

SCHOOL KITS FOR UMCOR

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH

9:00 AM TO NOON
FOLLOWING 10:30 WORSHIP

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH

10:00 AM TO NOON

In some areas, children lack access to books and essential school supplies. To help, UMCOR (United Methodist
Committee on Relief) provides children around the world special school kits. On September 11th, come to Wesley
Hall on the upper level of the church and help us assemble and pack the supplies for these school kits.
RISE AGAINST HUNGER

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

10:00 AM TO 11:30 AM

For the last few Septembers, dozens of people have gathered on a Saturday morning to help pack thousands of
meals for children in need all around the world. The work is easy and fun and this Go.Do. activity has become an
annual tradition for some. For more information on how Rise Against Hunger is working to end hunger, visit
riseagainsthunger.org
FAMILY PROMISE CENTER
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH
VAN LEAVES AT 9:30 AM
SIGN UP AT: 1STCHURCH.ORG/GODO2019 OR CALL 865-982-1273
Several times a year, 1st UMC hosts participants in the Family Promise Program. The goal of the program is to end
family homelessness one family at a time and create a community where every child has a home. On Wednesday,
September 18th, we invite you to come to the Family Promise Center in Blount County and learn more about what
this organization does to serve families in crisis.

There will be a Go.Do. Collection for September. We’ll be collecting finished hygiene kits for UMCOR.
You can find the details on what goes into each kit and how to pack it on the back of this Church Bell.

1stchurch.org/GoDo2019
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This fall promises to be a busy one for 1st Kids Ministries. Another group of people have
been trained in Safe Sanctuaries and another session is in the works.
Children in 4th through 6th grades who are interested in becoming an acolyte are
encouraged to come to a special training on September 8th. Just meet in the front row of
the Sanctuary following the worship service at 10:30 (approximately 11:45 am).
The Children’s Ministry Action Team will be meeting on September 15th at 11:45
am in room C7 of the 1st Kids Ministries area.

Denise Johns
Director of 1st Kids Ministries
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

And last, but certainly not least, the Fall Festival at
1st will be here before you know it (October 27th).
The event which draws more than a thousand
people takes a lot of work and help is needed to
make the event a success. If you are interested in
volunteering this year, please visit
1stchurch.org/fall-festival and sign up!

The new school year got off to a messy start as the
youth gathered near the Friendship Shelter for some
crazy games, including Egg Roulette where some folks
got splattered with hard-boiled eggs and some with raw
ones. Check out the church Facebook page for some
crazy photos from the Back to School Blast.
September 1st
Youth judging the stations at the All-Church Tailgate
No Evening Youth Fellowship
Rev. Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

September 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Youth Fellowship at 6:00 pm

Driver Needed!
Welcome Table is in need of a driver for the 4th Thursday of each month. If you are interested please contact the
church office or Susie Curtiss at 865-984-2712.

Half-pint jars needed!
The "jam and jelly" gals are gearing up for the Alternative Gift Fair in early November. We have already made
about 50 jars of Mixed Berry, Pear Honey, Strawberry, Raspberry and more flavors to come. All proceeds go to the
Welcome Table. We need your HALF-PINT jars!!
You can give the jars to Amelia on Wednesday or Thursday and they will be filled up again for purchase or you can
leave in room 202 on the shelf area to be picked up by Jewel Rankin.
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SEPTEMBER 2019 @

Every Wednesday Night

Rev. Matt Hall

5:30 pm Light Meal
6:30 pm Worship
7:40 pm Share Groups

September 18th
Amends—Rev. Matt Hall

Let us know you’re coming by signing up at:
CRMaryvilleTN.com/training

September 25th
Belit Garland

A Monday at Mayfield

September 9th (bus leaves at 10:00 am)
Sign up at: 1stchurch.org/first-Mondays or call 865-982-41273
Mayfield Dairy Plant Tour in Athens—Lunch at Jenkins Grille & Market
Cost is $4.50 (includes 2 samples of ice cream)
*There are 40 steps during the plant tour so please wear comfortable shoes.
There will not be a First Monday trip in October!
The November 4th trip will be to the Green McAdoo Museum in Clinton, TN

Has your life been uprooted?
The Just Moved Ministry is committed to the spiritual growth and emotional
well-being of women who are uprooted by a move or any life change. Through
Biblical teaching and personal support, we prepare, encourage , and equip a
woman to let go of the past, rebuild hope, and embrace her new life as she trusts
God with her future.
Mary Kay Hamlin is leading the classes which begin on September 11th. Email her at mkh323@charter.net with
any questions.
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JUST MOVED CLASSES
WEDNESDAYS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 11TH
10:00 AM
Sign up at: 1stchurch.org/just-moved
or call the church office at 865-982-1273

Memorials & Honorariums
Habitat for Humanity
In memory of:
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross
Pat Ross

Mark Your Calendars!
The church will be hosting a reception for Sherri Justice, one
of our custodians. She is retiring at the end of October.

Please put Sunday, October 20th down on your calendar to
Given by:
attend a reception in her honor immediately after church that
Gary & Sherry Hensley
day in Wesley Hall.
Kathyrn King
Joey & Greta Smith
Gerald & Betty Smith
Friends
Christian sympathy extended to:
William & Alexa Riley
Mary Ruddell
Frances Lovell in the death of
Anne Underwood
her mother, Blanche Carper on August 26th.
Anne Davidson
G. Addison West
Web Slawson and his family in the death of Web’s
Winnie Word
wife Anna Lo Slawson on August 10th.
Jack & Ruth Porter
Jim & Mary Kay Hamlin
The family of Bill Mueller who died on
Virginia Hardwick
August 17th.
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Smoky Mtn. Employee Assoc.
The family of Jonah Nerzak who died on
Bo & Shirley Henig
August 10th.

Memorial Fund
In memory of:

Betty Adams
Pat Ross
Leonard & Betty Adams

Given by:

Steve & Ruth West
Steve & Ruth West
Jimmie Eaves

Missions Fund
In memory of:
Pat Ross

Given by:

Brad & Patsy Lunde

Welcome Table
In memory of:

Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Don Brakebill
Anna Lo Slawson
Bill Meuller
Betty Sweet
Pat Ross
Bill Mueller
Bob Bostick
Anna Lo Slawson
Bob Bostick
Betty Adams
Evelyn Campbell
Pat Ross
Bob Bostick

Anna Lo Slawson

Joined First Church:
March 7, 1992
Entered the Church Triumphant
August 10, 2019

Given by:

Brad & Patsy Lunde
Jim & Jaylene Myers
Sarah Dunsmore
Amy Lovell
Phil & Amy Large
Joey & Greta Smith
Jack & Ruth Porter
Mike & Ibby Davis
Mike & Ibby Davis
Mike & Ibby Davis
Cathy Watson
Mike & Ibby Davis
Mike & Ibby Davis
Mike & Ibby Davis
Jim & Mary Kay Hamlin
Libby Lewis
Libby Lewis
Libby Lewis
Libby Lewis
Libby Lewis
David & Sue Morgan

Jonah Nerzak

Entered the Church Triumphant
August 10, 2019

Bill Mueller

Joined First Church:
June 8, 1969
Entered the Church Triumphant
August 17, 2019

Music Ministry
In honor of:

Given by:

In memory of:

Given by:

Phyllis Bostick
(birthday)
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick
Bob Bostick

Beverly Skinner

Wayne & Vicki Everbach
John & Carolyn Kristy
Karl & Sherry Miller
Kathryn King
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Go.Do. Collection for September 22nd & 29th
Complete Kits Needed!
Hygiene Kit Materials
One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches)
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
One washcloth
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
One comb
Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth
No pocket combs or picks
Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable but
must have at least 6 inches of teeth
One toenail or fingernail clipper
No emery boards or metal nail files
Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)
No Ivory or Jergen’s soap
Do not remove from packaging
One adult toothbrush
Do not remove from packaging
Personal advertising not acceptable
10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)
Common household bandages acceptable
One one-gallon size re-sealable bag

HOW TO ASSEMBLE THE KITS!
Lay hand towel flat on a table.
Lay the washcloth in the center of the hand towel.
Place all remaining items on top of the washcloth
(except the plastic bag).
Fold the sides of the hand towel to cover the items.
Grasp the bundle tightly and roll over the remainder
of the towel.
Place the tightly rolled bundle in the plastic bag,
remove air, and seal.

The next regular edition of The Church Bell will be published on September 23rd
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is September 20th

