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M 
y Granny Rachel was called to be a caregiver.  She grew up helping to care for her siblings and niece.  
She got married and cared for her mother-in-law, aunt-in-law, and then her own mother.  She had two 
children and after they were grown, she cared for my grandfather as he died of lung cancer.  She 
always took care of her grandchildren, there were 3 of us, but when I was a junior in high school, she 

let me move in with her so I could attend a special school.  She even was taking care of me just two weeks before 
she died.  My Rachel and I had gone to visit and she left this note for me before going to 
work:   
 
                          Sarah, 

Bacon & Biscuit in little toaster oven. Will be back after the nurse comes. 
 
The nurse was the hospice nurse.  My granny made me breakfast (and breakfast for my 
uncle, aunt, and brother) and went to work the first day the hospice nurse was coming to 
check on her.  For as long as she could, Granny Rachel was caring for her family.   
 
But, we weren’t the only folks Granny cared for.  She always cared for those the rest of 
us would ignore.  She made sure folks with no family had a meal at holidays (and many regular days).  She 
noticed the smallest people and made them feel big.  She even fed the crows…every day because someone 
needed to love the crows.  When she died, we asked folks not to send flowers but to do something for somebody 
else in her memory. 
 
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Theologians call this 
Jesus’ first sermon.   
 
In Matthew’s Gospel, we hear Jesus tell about who will be blessed in God’s kingdom:  “Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”  
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
 
Jesus calls us to Go. Do.  During the month of September, we are going to live out that call to care for the least of 
these, the ones we usually ignore, the ones who need release.  Every week, we will have opportunities for 
service.  No matter what your ability, you will find at least one place where you can Go.Do.  Every weekend, there 
is an activity where all ages can participate (Rachel and I tried some of these earlier in the year just to be sure!).  
Check out the list on the next page to see where you can Go. Do.  If you have questions, please let me know.   
 
In September, we will Go.Do. because Jesus calls us.  In September, I will Go.Do. because I still want to be like 
my Granny Rachel.                
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Wednesday, September 2:   
Second Harvest Workday (9am-12pm) 
 
Saturday, September 5:   
Holston Disaster Cleaning Buckets (10am) 
Pack cleaning buckets to be used after disasters in our 
own area. 
 
Wednesday, September 9:   
Agency Tours (9:45am-3pm) 
We will tour Good Neighbors (new facility), Family 
Promise of Blount County Day Center, and Second 
Harvest Warehouse in the morning.  We will enjoy lunch 
together then tour Susannah’s House in Knoxville.  We 
will leave the church at 9:45 a.m. in the church van. 
Please bring money for lunch. 
 
Saturday, September 12:   
John 316 Community Day   
We will be working with other churches in Blount County 
as part of John 316 Outreach Community Connection 
Day.  Activities you can choose to participate in are:  
Interior Cleaning, Exterior Clean up/ Landscaping, 
Painting, Home/Facility Repair, Misc. (posting posters to 
promote surrendering babies instead of abandoning 
them, book distribution/visitation/prayer in low income 
neighborhoods), Seat work (low impact work such as 
cutting, sorting, etc.), Sorting donations.  There is 
something for every ability.  Sign-ups will be through 
John316 Outreach (website will be available soon) or you 
can contact Pastor Sarah. 
 
Wednesday, September 16:   
Reading Day at Local Schools  
Read to a class or have a student read to you!   
 
Saturday and Sunday, September 19-20:   
KARM Donation  
(9am-1pm, Saturday and 10am-12pm Sunday) 
It’s time to clean out your closets and storage areas!  
Bring your donations to the church parking lot (right side 
coming in from Montvale Station Road) for Knox Area 
Rescue Ministries.  Our church gets “credit” for your 
donations (though you still get the tax deduction) and we 
receive KARM gift cards to give to people in need in our 
church and community.  If you have donations but are 
unable to bring them yourself, our youth have offered to 
come and get them on Saturday, September 19.  Contact 
Nathan Irwin (nirwin@1stchurch.org) to schedule a 
pickup.   
 
Sunday, September 20:   
Bandanas for Bert (8:15 and 10:30 Worship) 
Wear your bandana in support of the Appalachian Trail 
Chaplain, our own Bert Emmerson.  We’ll share about 
Bert’s ministry and his journey thus far on the 
Appalachian Trail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 20:  
Blanket Making (11:45) 
The Children’s Department is sponsoring this project 
making blankets for Family Promise families. 
 
Wednesday, September 23:  
Compassion Counseling Workday (time TBD) 
Compassion Counseling now has a home and is under 
renovation as they plan to open in November.  We will 
providing light labor as needed on the 23rd. 
 
Saturday, September 26:   
Stop Hunger Now (10am-12pm) 
This is a movement to end hunger in our lifetime! Help us 
reach our goal to package 10,152+ meals.  Each Stop 
Hunger Now meal costs $0.29.  Working together we can 
create a world without hunger.  Please bring a $5 
donation to help with the cost of the project.  If you 
cannot work on the 26th, consider helping cover the cost 
of the project with a donation in the offering plate or given 
online at:   
http://events.stophungernow.org/1stUMCMaryville 
 
Wednesday, September 30:   
Workday at Montvale Elementary (time TBD) 
Come help our “adopted” school address needs in both 
the building and on the grounds.  
 

Be sure and share your experiences with us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Use #GoDo1st ! 

Places where you can 

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-to-serve/go-do 

mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://events.stophungernow.org/1stUMCMaryville
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-to-serve/go-do
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On August 17th, more than 50 men came out for a special BBQ 
dinner and short program.  A list was read about “Did you know 
there was a man in this church that …?” with no name attached.  
It was interesting to hear some of the accomplishments of the 
men of 1st UMC.  There was also a time of sharing what it 
meant to be a part of 1st UMC Maryville.  

1st News 

Sanctuary work continues 

Back to Sunday School 
Throughout the summer, you’ve been getting a taste of 
all the great Sunday School classes offered each week 
here at 1st UMC.  This Sampler provided a place for 
Sunday School to continue during the renovations.    

 

This past Sunday, everyone  came together one last 
time for a celebration.  During that hour an offering was 
taken for the Appalachian Trail Chaplain Ministry. (1st 
UMC’s Bert “Wildcat” Emmerson is serving as this 
year’s chaplain.  He is currently making his way 
Southbound on the trail.) 

  

Coming up THIS SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 30TH, regular 
classes resume now that 
*most of the renovation work 
on the classrooms is finished. 

 

(*bathrooms and some finishing 
work may not be completed by 

this time) 

Wesley Day School 

The sounds of children laughing and learning are once 
again filling the halls of the church during the first part of 
the week.    
 

Students of Wesley Day 
School returned last 
week for a new school 
year. The Day School 
staff along with several 
members of the church 
staff spent the prior week 
moving furniture, toys, 
books, and much more 

back into the newly renovated rooms.  If you see the 
children or staff over the next few days be sure and tell 
them “Welcome Back.” 
 
 

Find out more about Wesley Day School at: 
www.wesleydayschool .com 

Just hours after Easter Sunday worship, preparations for 
the Sanctuary renovations began.  Crews are now 
working on the new flooring and continue tweaking the 
new sound system, lighting, and the heat and air system.   

As the work nears completion we will keep you posted on 
when you can expect to be back in the Sanctuary for 
worship and other activities.  

Until then, the 8:15 and 10:30 Traditional Worship 
services will continue meeting in Asbury Hall and the 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship will be in Wesley Hall.  

 

For a look at the progress of the renovations, please visit: 

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-news 

Photo courtesy of Ron Werker 

http://www.wesleydayschool.com
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/renovation-news
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Over the past few weeks, 
you’ve been hearing a lot 
about the “5 Marks of a 
Methodist.”   In addition to 
the sermons many of you 
have been reading the 
book by Steve Harper, that 
inspired the sermon 
series.  

 
(Copies are available for $5, just call the office at  

982-1273 to request one).  

 
This Sunday, August 30th, the series ends with a 
look at “A Methodist Loves Others.”   The scripture 
for that day comes from 1 John 4:7-21.   

1st News 

Small group opportunities! 
 

“Broken & Blessed” Bible Study 
Tuesday Mornings at 10:00 am starting September 15th 

 

Covenant Bible Study 
Session 1  
Mondays beginning September 14th at 10:00 am 
Session 2  
Fridays beginning September 11th  at 10:00 am 
Session 3  
Wednesdays beginning September 2nd at 6:30 pm 
Thursdays beginning September 3rd at 10:00 am 

Helping Children and Families 
 
1st UMC is getting involved in the Lanier Project, a 
program designed to  provide support to Lanier 
Elementary School in Southwestern Blount County.   
The goal of this project is to foster a culture of 

ongoing parent 
involvement through 
education and resources.   
 
The Title 1 specialist at 
Lanier, along with the 
teachers, will identify two 
students per grade who 

could benefit from tutoring.  The children and their 
families will commit to two evenings per week for 
twelve weeks (per semester).  During these 
evenings, the families will be fed a meal provided by 
1st UMC and New Providence Presbyterian 
Church’s  Welcome Table ministries (1st UMC will 
provide Walmart Subs or Pizza on our days).  
Students will have a time of tutoring with an adult 
volunteer.  Students and parents will then have time 
together to work on ways to support the child with 
their school work.  Younger family members will 
have a place where they can have a time of 
interactive play focusing on developing language 
skills and vocabulary. 
  
The immediate need for this ministry is for food 
providers on Thursdays beginning on September 
3rd.  Food providers will pick up items at 1st UMC 
and either Walmart Deli or Bella Roma pizza and 
deliver to Lanier Elementary by 5:30 pm.  Once at 
Lanier, food providers will set up food, make 
lemonade, and then clean up after supper.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact 
Pastor Sarah at sslack@1stchurch.org or  
865-268-2918. 
 

A Slice of HOPE ! In the summer of 2016,  the New 
Jersey mission team  is planning to return to New Jersey 
to work with “A Future With Hope,” a United Methodist 
organization providing continuing support for the 
communities devastated by  2012’s Hurricane Sandy.  
 
Inside the printed edition of this newsletter, you will find a 
special flyer for Jet’s Pizza. It provides information to sign 
up for the Jet’s Fan Club, “fanzooma.”  After joining, 10% 
of every purchase you make at Jet’s will go to help fund 
the upcoming mission trip. 

 
You can also sign up for the club by visiting 

fanzooma.com/JetsforFUMC.  

Learn more about these events at : 
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/happening-at-1st/upcoming-events 

mailto:sslack@1stchurch.org
http://fanzooma.com/jetsforfumc
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/happening-at-1st/upcoming-events
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On August 5th, Rev. Ken Abbott spoke about “sanity” during that 

night’s Celebrate Recovery worship service.   There were 130 

people on hand  to hear Ken as he broke down the word “sane” by 

each letter.   

 S =Strength 

      A=Acceptance 

  N= Newness 

 E=Equality. 
 
Ken used a variety of scriptures during the service, telling some 

folks the verses just started popping into his mind when he was 

speaking. Later in the month, Cathy Finney shared her story about 

surviving child abuse and how it impacts the lives of those 

children when they become adults.  

 

Coming to CR in September! 
9/2 - CR Lesson on  Action 

9/9 - Steve Payne 

9/16 - CR Lesson on Sponsor 

9/23 - Larry Campbell 

9/30 - CR lesson on Moral 
 

 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY NEEDS GREETERS 
Do you have a smiling face and warm handshake?  If you do, we 

need you on Wednesday nights as a greeter.  If you can only do it 

once a month, we will gladly take you!  Our church has hosted this 

program for more than  two years. While we do have a core of 

volunteers that come every week,  it would be wonderful to see 

more volunteers  spreading out the love!   

 

As a greeter, you will need to be at the church  by 6 pm and 

available to greet until 7 pm when the service starts.  Staying for 

the service and/or the small groups is not required but I can’t tell 

you how much you will receive by doing so. 

 

Maybe you are not able to participate but know of someone who 

is looking for a way to help our community.  If so recruit them.  

CR volunteers  do not need to be members of our church.   

 

Sunday School classes may also want to take this on as a project!  

Maybe your class can commit to two Wednesdays a month or 

maybe the 5th Wednesday of the month.    We would love to have 

you!  All you need to do is contact Jackie North at 865-924-8026 

or email at jnorth45@gmailcom.  She will be happy to sign you up 

and answer any questions.   This program thrives on devoted 

volunteers.  Won’t you search your heart and give Celebrate 

Recovery an hour of your time?  God will bless you!  

865-310-6141 

Online Directory Access 
We hope everyone has had a chance to pick up a 
copy of the new church pictorial directory.  This 
should be a great tool for getting to know more 
about all the people who call 1st UMC their church 
home. 

If you have a PC, a tablet or a smartphone you may 
be able to access all the directory information online. 

To keep access to the online directory secure, your 
preferred email address has to be listed with your 
information in the directory or you won’t be able to  
gain access.  

 

For information on how to give us your email  or to 
learn where to find the directory app and PC access 
please visit: 

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-look/church-directory 

 

You can also call the church office at 982-1273 to 
update your email address or to pick up a copy of 
the printed church directory.  

 

What an amazing time it has been for the 
Family Promise Mission folks.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped in getting families back on 
their feet with special thanks to food chairman Jan 
McCoy and her team for going above and beyond. 

All of you helping with this mission made it 
possible for Tony and Becky, along with their three 
children, Caleb, Savannah and Dakota to move out 
of the emergency shelter phase of the program and 
into their own apartment!  Awesome, isn’t it?  Also, 
Jasmine and her two children, Londyn (age 2) and 
Mason (age 3 months) no longer have to wonder 
where they’re going to spend the day and night. 
            Together we are ending homelessness in 
Blount County one family at a time.  If you aren’t 
already part of this vital mission, there is a training 
session coming up on September 29th at 7:00 pm 
in room 151.   Come help  give qualifying families a 
hand up when life deals them tough blows.  The 
training should last about an hour.  Can’t make it on 
that date?  Call Mavis Ziegler at (865) 748-0532 
after 3:00 p.m. weekdays or email  her at 
mavisziegler@yahoo.com anytime to work out 
other arrangements.   

mailto:jnorth45@gmail.com
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-look/church-directory
mailto:mavisziegler@yahoo.com
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Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org  or  982-1273   

Here’s a look at this year’s VBS t-shirt! 

The staff and students at Montvale Elementary School were 
thrilled to receive all of the wonderful supplies you donated 
during July and August.  In fact, the day after receiving the 
supplies the teachers were already using some of the items 
in their classrooms.  

 

THANK YOU SO MUCH  
for thinking of the students in the community!  

Mark your calendars! 

September 20th - Blanket Making 

October 4th - Blessing of the Animals 

October 31st - Fall, Faith and Fun Festival 

Pizza and Ice Cream Party 

August 30th 

4:00 to 6:00 pm 

Friendship Shelter 
*Please bring a 2-liter drink or drink boxes! 

Monday afternoons are a special time here at 1st 
UMC as the children’s choirs come together to lift 
their voices in song.  If you know a child who is 
interested in the music program please let Terry 
Wilson or Susan Daves know! 

After making the delivery of supplies, the school 
sent this message in a handwritten “Thank You” 
card: 
 

Dear Rev. Slack and Congregation,  
 
Thank you very much for the generous 
donation of supplies. Our teachers and 
students are very excited to receive these 
supplies and some have already started using 
them. As you know teachers purchase these 
throughout the year with their own money 
which can sometimes be somewhat of a 
hardship, especially for a new teacher.  Thank 
you again for your generosity. 
 
Sincerely,  
Debbie Hanagan, Bookkeeper 
John Webb, Principal 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Sermons Online 
Whether you missed a sermon or just want to hear 
it again, check online to see if it is there. The 
sermons are available to stream or to download.   
 
To hear sermons online: 
 Visit www.1stchurch.org . 
 Click on the Worship at 1st Tab. 
 Click on “sermons online”  
 Find  the sermon you want or scroll down the 

page to launch the media player where you 
can sort sermons by title, date or service! 

 
If you have a tablet or laptop, why not take it to a 
shut-in and share the sermon with those who can’t 
be at church to hear them? 

Memorials & Honorariums 
Sundays 
*7:35 am    Morning Glory  
                  Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall  
* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various classrooms)   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall  
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Wesley Hall  
*  4:30 pm  Youth Handbells (7th - 12th), 252 
*  5:10 pm  Celebration Singers (7th-12th), 249 
*  5:15 pm  Evensong Handbells 
August 30th   
   11:30 am CMAT 
     4:00 pm End of Summer Pizza & Ice Cream Party 
                   Friendship Shelter 
September 20th 
   *9:15 am 1st UMC 101, Room 202 
  12:00 pm  Blanket Making (Children) 
    3:00 pm  Maryville District Conference 

 Mondays 
*3:30 pm   Primary Praise Singers (K-1st) 
*3:30 pm   Merrymakers (2nd - 3rd) 
*3:30 pm   Joy Singers (4th -6th) 
*7:00 pm - Recovery 12 Steps/Women, 254 
September 21st  
 *10:00 am Covenant Session 1 begins, 254 
    6:00 pm Finance Committee Meeting, 214 
    7:00 pm Scout Court of Honor, Asbury Hall 
 September 28th 
   7:00 pm  Church Council, TBD 

Tuesdays 
*6:00 pm - Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
*7:00 pm - Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
September 15th 
 *10:00 am “Broken & Blessed” - Bible Study, 254  
September 29th 
   7:00 pm Family Promise Volunteer Meeting, 151 

Wednesdays 
*6:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*7:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*8:10 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rms) 
*7:30 pm   Chancel Choir Rehearsal,249 
September 2nd 
  *6:30 pm  Covenant Bible Study, Session 3, 254  

Thursdays 

*6:30 am   Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread in Alcoa 
*5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
September 3rd 
*10:00 am  Covenant Bible Study—Session 3, 254 
September 10th  
 10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 147 
September 17th  
 10:00 am United Methodist Women Board, 205 

Fridays 
September 11th 
*10:00 am Covenant Bible Studies, Session 2, 254 
September 18th  
 11:00 am United Methodist Women, General Meeting & Lunch 
                 Wesley Hall 
 
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is  available 

at www.1stchurch.org.  
*denotes an event that happens each week 

 
 

Happening at 
Building Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner    Rex & Marilyn Davis 
 

Chancel Choir 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Jay Reynolds  Sojourners SS Class 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Jay Reynolds  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
 

Welcome Table 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner  Web & Lo Slawson 
Steve Dorner  Bookie Reynolds 
Jay Reynolds  Bookie Reynolds 
Steve Dorner  Barbara Matzek 
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http://www.1stchurch.org/#/worship-at-1st/sermons-online
http://www.1stchurch.org/
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 On Sunday, August 30th, the Youth Sunday School class begins meeting in room 153.  This will 
be a combined Jr./Sr. High class.  

 
 Youth worship is back to its regular schedule on Sunday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 
 
 A fall retreat is set for the week of October 5th - 9th.  Stay tuned for details! 
 

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  

www.1stchurch.org 

ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

www.1stchurchevents.org 

There will be a “Mini-Church Bell” published on September 14th. 


