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understand what Church is and it has very little to do with
the building. You have been so creative in carrying on
outreach and mission and nurture and ministry when
things have been a mess.

I attended a conference meeting today which was the first
of many meetings for this group. We were asked to go
around the room and state our name, what church we
were from, and to share how we have seen God at work
recently. Clergy and laity went around the room and
shared stories of mission projects or personal family
stories. I thought of all of the outreach stories I could
share from First United Methodist Church. I thought of the
healing service we held on a recent Sunday night.

I expect to see God at work at the Welcome Table and
Family Promise and Celebrate Recovery and Habitat; I
suppose I didn't expect to see God work so gracefully
through demolition and a fine film of sheetrock dust and
groups wandering through the building asking, "Where do
we get to meet this week?"
Thankful for the surprise! This Methodist is rejoicing!

But, what I ended up sharing was about our renovation
process. When I came here a little over a year ago, I
braced myself for conflict resolution. I rehearsed speeches
on the importance of change and letting go. I prepared
myself for folks being angry about paint color.
After one year, I find myself exhaling and rejoicing in the
maturity and wisdom of this congregation. You have
trusted the Building Committee to make good decisions.
You have made it evident that there are no sacred objects
-- only sacred space and sacred relationships -- and that
you are open to providing a place for future relationships
to grow. You have shown flexibility and patience through
the process. You have shared how good it is to see folks
you normally don't see during the Sunday School hour.
You have smiled on Sunday morning and said, "This is
going to be beautiful."
What you have done since April 12 -- your
first Sunday without the sanctuary -- is show that you

If you would like to have the book that Rev. Nance has been using for her
sermon series, FIVE MARKS OF A METHODIST by Steve Harper, please
email (info@1stchurch.org) or call the church office soon and we will order
one for you. An offering of five-dollars would be appreciated.
Rev. Nance will continue to be in all three services over the next two weeks
for, A Methodist Gives Thanks and A Methodist Prays Constantly.
On August 30, Rev. Benson will preach at traditional services and Rev. Slack
at the contemporary service on A Methodist Loves Others.

Our church family

WELCOME TO

Over the past few months there have been
quite a few folks who’ve joined the church. If
you see any of our newest members be sure
and say “Welcome to 1st!”

Adam, Ashley &
Dosson Daves

Ellie Mann
Emily Krasse

Melissa Robinette
Lauren, Jack, Ellie
and Mark Fugate

Sandra Davis
Kendall, Bart, & Nash Stinnett

Margaret Thomas
Heather Bingham

Jennifer, Richard
and Spencer Burger
Jim & Pat Scruggs

Tom Myers
Jane Vandament
Janice Godfrey

Pat and John Collier

Memorials & Honorariums
Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Steve Dorner
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Lorene Kimbrough
Nell St. Clair
In memory of:
Elizabeth Clark
Steve Dorner

Welcome Table
Given by:
Frank & Jewel Rankin
Don & Ann McElhaney

New members
NOT pictured:
Kyrie Dunn
Delilah Whitehead
David Wilson
Cynthia Wilson
Ben, Jessica and
Rory Belitz

HAPPENING AT

For more information on any of these events or to
sign up for them please visit www.1stchurch.org or
call the church office at 982-1273.

Session 1, Mondays beginning 9/14 at 10:00 am
Session 2, Fridays beginning 9/11 at 10:00 am
Session 3, Wednesdays beginning 9/2 at 6:30 pm
Thursdays beginning 9/3 at 10:00 am
(for Session 2 or 3, you must take Session 1 first)
Learn more or sign up at:
www.1stchurchevents.org/covenant-bible-study

Sunday School Sampler
9:15 am in Asbury Hall
August 16th
Guest speaker from
Family Promise
August 23rd
Fred Finney
New Covenant Class

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID
MARYVILLE TN
PERMIT NO. 113

Distribution of the 2015 Church Directory began this past Sunday. There will
be copies available during each worship service over the next few weeks.
Please only take one copy per household. The directory was created using an
online service called instantchurchdirectory.com. Because it is an online
service, the information in the directory will constantly be updated and is
available online to church members. To keep your information secure, ONLY
people with email addresses in the directory will have access to it.
To find out how to gain online access, how to provide us with your preferred
email address or how to download the directory app please visit the
“Church Directory” page at www.1stchurch.org.
You will find it under the “1st Look” tab.

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-look/church-directory

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on August 24th!

