“There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place…..”
by Catherine Nance

A United Methodist bishop is elected for
life. Typically, a bishop will serve in a
specific annual conference for eight years.
The United Methodist Book of Discipline,
the denomination’s law book, directs each
bishop to “guard the faith, order, liturgy,
doctrine, and discipline of the Church” and
to “lead all persons entrusted to their
oversight in worship, in the celebration of
the sacraments, and in their mission of
witness and service in the world.” Bishops
also are to be “prophetic voices and
courageous leaders in the cause of justice
for all people.”

I mentioned last Sunday that I left the
Southeastern Jurisdictional
Conference feeling very positive and
hopeful about the United Methodist
Church. There were thirteen episcopal
candidates (folks running for the office
Photo by Annette Spence,
of Bishop) to fill five vacancies due to
Holston Conference
retirement. I had read thirteen
biographical profiles and
Bishop Taylor embraces the Rev. David Graves
upon his election as bishop
theological statements before
during the SEJ Conference.
attending the conference. Each
candidate had a website and
Rev. James Howell from the
supporters had mailed letters of endorsement and
Western North Carolina Conference said in his speech
recommendation. Of course, our delegation was
that if we split, we are saying to the world, “We are just
supporting our own David Graves, Senior Minister at
like you. We have nothing better to offer.” My prayer is
Church Street UMC in the Knoxville District.
that the Special Commission will work on language in
the Discipline that will enable us to remain the UNITED
On Tuesday morning, each candidate gave a fiveMethodist Church. In the meantime, we have a
minute speech to the plenary session. The afternoon
mandate to make disciples for Jesus Christ. That
was spent in Round-Robin Sessions, which means
mandate will never change.
each candidate moved from room to room meeting with
the individual delegations. The Holston Conference
When the voting began on Wednesday morning, I
Delegation was assigned to room 23 in Shackford Hall knew that any of the thirteen would be capable leaders.
and we welcomed each candidate one- by- one … for That was a good feeling – to know that even if the
thirteen minutes! Our Lay Leader, Del Holley, began
people I preferred were not elected, there would still be
each meeting with a prayer for the candidate. We
good people elected. The positive spirit was almost
asked our questions. Time was called. There was a
palpable in Stuart Auditorium. The schedule allowed
five-minute interval and then the next candidate came for ballots to be taken through Thursday evening ….
in. It was an exhausting day for everyone.
and Friday morning, if necessary.
I think the most important question for a bishop is,
“How will you lead us through these next few years as
our church talks about dividing?” There was an
overwhelming sense among the candidates and
delegates alike that we can be a better witness to the
world by staying together in spite of our differences.

At the end of Wednesday afternoon, we had elected
five bishops! The Holy Spirit was moving among all of
the delegates and we were of one mind about the
MISSION of the United Methodist Church. The new
bishops are, in order of election, Sharma Lewis, David
Graves, Leonard Fairley, Lawson Bryan, and Sue
Haupert-Johnson. Please keep these five leaders in
We will not know what shape or form our denomination your prayers as they prepare to move in the next
will take until after the Special Commission meets (this month and start new ministries!
was decided at General Conference), but what
permeated throughout the Southeastern Jurisdiction
You may go to the SEJ website www.sejumc.org and
was that we can do more ministry and mission together click on the link to the 2016 Jurisdictional Conference
more effectively than we can apart.
to get more info about each one and where he or she
will be serving.

We hope you will join us on Sunday Night, July 31st at 5:00 pm for our Conversation Matters event in Asbury Hall. Our
Conference Lay Leader, Del Holley will share highlights from General Conference and how decisions made there will
impact the local church. - Rev. Catherine Nance
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Wednesday, Rev. Sarah
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Over the 4th of July
weekend, folks at 1st
tried something a little
different at 1st Worship
Nights. Chris Lee and
the band played a little
bluegrass and familiar
hymns following a BBQ
potluck dinner. Asbury
Hall was not only filled
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worship and fellowship. The next 1st Worship Nights is
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The Music Department staff is growing!
by Terry Wilson

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

982-1273

Ms. Katelyn (Katie) Russell has been hired as Director of Children’s Choral Music. Katie
is a recent graduate of Carson-Newman University with a Vocal Music Education degree.
She is the music teacher at Sam Houston Elementary School.
At 1st UMC, she will be directing the Merrymakers and Joy Singers choirs.
We are blessed to have Katie as part of our church music staff.

Ms. Sarah Lawson has been hired as the Director of Youth Choir Music (Celebration
Singers) and the Morning Glory Chorus. Sarah is a graduate of the University of Kentucky
with a Music Education Degree and is pursuing a Masters of Science Degree in Speech
Language Pathology at UT. We are blessed to have Sarah join our church music staff.
These talented young women will be under the supervision of Terry Wilson, Director of Music
and Susan Daves, Assistant Director of Music.

God’s wave of amazing love makes
its way to Latvia.
The team from 1st UMC
(and a few other
churches) that traveled
to Latvia earlier this
month have returned.
While there, these
missionaries helped
bring Surf Shack VBS to
the children of our sister
church in Kuldiga. In addition to helping with VBS, the team
worked on some church renovations and attended the
Friends of Latvia’s international gathering.

A special thanks to team member Zoe Hester, a mission
team member from Norris UMC, for providing us with plenty
of pictures from the trip via Facebook!

Our Go.Do. emphasis on missions returns in September with new
opportunities for you to serve as the hands and feet of Christ.
We’ll be outlining those opportunities in future editions of
The Church Bell and online at www.1stchurch.org.

Congratulations!
Contemporary Worship Leader Chris
Lee and his wife Anna have been
enjoying time at home with their new
arrival. Hattie Davenport Lee was
born at 1:27 pm on July 15th . She
weighed 7 lbs. 3 oz. and was 19.5
inches long. Chris will be coming
back to work soon, so when you see
him, be sure and tell him
congratulations!

Come celebrate a marriage milestone

Ann & Don McElhaney invite you to join them for a
celebration of their 50th Wedding Anniversary. The event
is coming up on August 14th from 2:00 to 4:30 pm at the
Smith Life Event Center at 1404 Tuckaleechee Pike.
Don & Ann request that there be no gifts.
Your presence at the celebration is your gift.

1st News
Small group studies coming soon!
As summer comes to an end, there are new
small group opportunities springing up here for
the fall!
Covenant Bible Studies
Session One is tentatively set to start on
Wednesday, September 28th with Rev. Sarah
Slack leading. Keep watching for details.
Session Two will be on Fridays at 10:00
am starting August 5th with Rev. Catherine
Nance leading.
Session Three is set for Wednesday
evenings at 6:45 pm starting August 3rd with
Rev. Catherine Nance leading.
Study on prayer practices
Throughout the month of August there will be a
focus on prayer. In addition to sermons on
Sunday morning you are invited to a small
group study on prayer practices which begins
on August 10th at 10:00 am.
Study of Luke’s Gospel
Rev. Catherine Nance invites you to take a
closer look at the Gospel of Luke. The study
on Sunday nights at 6:30 begins on September
11th.
A new “Just Moved” class for women
Mary Kay Hamlin is starting up a new class
aimed at helping women who have just moved,
have a chance to let go of the past, rebuild
hope and embrace a new life by trusting God
with their future.
The Just Moved: After the boxes are
unpacked class provides women with Biblical
guidance when starting over in a new
community or moving ahead with a major life
change.
The class starts up on Wednesday,
September 14th at 10:00 am. For more
information contact Mary Kay Hamlin at
mkh323@charter.net or give her a call at
865-233-3359.
Sign up for any of these studies at
www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st or call
the church office at 982-1273
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Running with purpose
by Mavis Ziegler
There’s been a lot going on since 1stUMC last hosted the
guests who are part of the Family Promise (FP) mission.
Here are some of the highlights:
● With the help of FP, Waymond was able to obtain a job
as a Certified Nursing Assistant at a local nursing home.
As a result he feels he is making enough money
to provide for his wife, Hollie, and their son, Mikhail (age 3).
● Two new families joined FP. Both are single moms with
a newborn daughter. It’s because of the wonderful
volunteers like you they are not to sleep under a bridge
somewhere and forage for food!
The structure of FP has grown from such humble
beginnings in Blount County eight years ago, into three vital
program phases.
Phase 1 - The Emergency Shelter part of the mission
has Elree Womack as the new Case Manager. Tonia
Latham, who previously held this position, now fills the
newly added Director of Development position.
Phase 2 - Transitional Housing will have an additional
home available when Habitat for Humanity finishes
refurbishing it. This allows families who are back on their
feet enough to pay rent to be able to stay in one place rather
than moving each week to a different church as they had in
Phase 1.
Phase 3 - Going Home, Staying Home provides 12
months of aftercare with the families to help ensure they
remain independent.
1stUMC next hosts families in the Emergency Shelter
phase of the vital Family Promise mission from
September 4th through the 11th.
If you’d like to help give families a hand up when they most
desperately need it a one-time training is required before
serving. Please plan to attend on Sunday, July 31 at
Madison Avenue Baptist Church, 1918 Madison Ave.,
Maryville, TN at 4 pm. If you have any questions or the
training on the 31st doesn’t work for you please note the
contact information listed below. All of you who have
faithfully volunteered in the past should know you are very
much appreciated and your help will be needed again for a
few hours September 4-11.
Yours in Christ,
Mavis Ziegler, Family Promise coordinator at 1stUMC
mavisziegler@yahoo.com or 865-748-0532 after 3:00 pm on
weekdays.

If you have ever thought about
wanting to complete a 5K (3.1 miles )
event by either walking or running,
now is the time to turn this thought into reality!
If you are a runner who enjoys encouraging and
supporting other runners then the God 5K
Challenge is the class for you. No matter what
your physical limits are this is a great opportunity
to share your love of walking and running with
others and also to strengthen you relationship
with God . What could be better?
The Run for God community is a group of
believers, either walkers or runners, who want to
use the sport of running to share the love of Christ
with others. The class is formatted to meet every
Sunday with several exceptions for class time and
then a group run. Other opportunities to run and
or walk will also be available.
Children and adults of all ages and all athletic
abilities are encouraged to come to the
Introduction meeting on August 14th at 4pm in
room 202. If you would be interested in helping
as a volunteer in this new ministry please
contact Denise Johns at djohns@1stchurch.org or
call her at 982-1273.

Music Start-ups
Morning Glory Chorus
Continuous – Sundays 7:35 am
Chancel Choir
Wednesday, August 3 @ 7:30 pm
Evensong Handbells
Sunday, August 14 @ 5:15 pm

Asagao Handbells
To be announced at a later date
Youth Handbells (7th -12th)
Sunday, August 14 @ 4:30 pm
Celebration Singers (7th – 12th)
Sunday, August 14 @ 5:10 pm
Primary Praise Singers (K-1 st), Merrymakers
(2nd/3rd) & Joy Singers (4th -6th)
Monday, August 15 @3:30 pm
http://1stchurch.org/music-at-1st
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After having to reschedule his
appearance, former UT football player
Jacob Gilliam finally made it to
Celebrate Recovery. Here he is pictured
with family friend Robert Morgan and
Rev. Parker Benson.

Lending a helping hand

On July 27th, the recovery ministry at 1st UMC marks its 3rd anniversary.
Throughout that time (and for months before the original launch), a dedicated
group of volunteers have worked to make the ministry a success. As Celebrate Recovery begins another year, you
are invited to come on board as a volunteer. On August 20th, CR hosts a special volunteer training event! It is
open to anyone interested in the ministry’s goals of helping people deal with hurts, hang-ups, and habits.

Volunteer Training Event
Saturday, August 20th
9:00 am to Noon in Asbury Hall
If you are coming please sign up online or call the church office at 982-1273 so we can get a head count for lunch.

Coming up at Celebrate Recovery
August 3rd -- Ellie Mann: From Trauma to Peace
August 10th - Introduction to the 8 Principles of CR
August 17th- Lesson One: Denial

Help needed to
revive Cub Scouting
by Dean Moss Scoutmaster Troop 81

Upcoming Youth Events
Back to School Lake Day
and Cookout
August 7th
@Louisville Point Park
4:00 to 8:00 pm
Youth worship and
fellowship
Starts back on August 14th
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
This group of 1st UMC youth is
enjoying a little time at Isle of
Palms, SC before heading back to
school next week.

Fall Break Trip
October 6th - 9th

For more information on youth ministries contact
Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273
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We are earnestly
attempting to reactivate
the Cub Scout ministry at
1st Church. We will be conducting
membership Roundups this fall at several
schools to recruit boys from first through fifth
grades. But before this happens, we need
adults, both men and women, in place to
provide leadership. If this is something that
interests you, please contact Scoutmaster
Dean Moss at 865-983-1719 or Derek
Brawner at 423-539-0970.
The Boy Scouting ministry at 1st Church has
a rich heritage and legacy that now spans a
century. Troop 81 was chartered in 1916
making it the first and oldest unit in Blount
County. Today, the troop remains the
flagship troop within the district with over
thirty registered Boy Scouts ages 12 to 18
years old. We’re now ready to broaden our
horizon to encompass a viable Cub Scout
ministry at 1st Church. Please consider
assisting in this cause and, by doing so,
you’ll be helping to “Delivering the Promise”
of scouting to a great bunch of boys!

News

Thanks so very much for all the generous donations
to the lemonade stand that will be used to purchase
items for children at our local schools.
The children were able to collect $1300 for this
mission project. Many children will be helped thanks
to your generosity. The children at 1st Church
enjoyed this wonderful experience and the chance
to serve the members of our church
family and the community.

Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry
Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Promotion Sunday
On August 7th, please bring your child
to the classroom they last attended. At
9:45 the children will be taken to their
new classrooms and meet their new
teachers .

Service opportunities for children
The money raised at the lemonade stand will be used to purchase
school items for children in need. There are two times when the children
can help shop for the school supplies. Both times, children and a parent
or guardian will meet at the Maryville Walmart.

A list of classroom leaders and children
in each classroom will be mailed to
each child.

In order for this program to work most successfully, it is necessary for
all participants to let Denise Johns know if they are coming. So please
list individual children who will be attending if you have more than one
child. Also, please tell us if you will be eating at the event. You can do
that online at www.1stchurch.org or emailing djohns@1stchurch.org .
August 1, 2016 (Tuesday) at 10:30 am
Please meet at the Maryville Walmart inside at the entrance located by
the Deli. A shopping list will be given to the child and the adult with
them. After shopping everyone will meet at the front of the store in a
designated location, go through the checkout line, and then pack the
supplies in cars. After the shopping, children and the adult(s) with them
can come to the new playground to play and eat lunch together.
August 14, 2016 (Sunday) at 11:45
Please meet in Asbury Hall where pizza and drinks will be
provided. At 12:15, the children and either their parent, grandparent or
other adult will travel by individual cars to the Maryville Walmart. We will
meet inside at the entrance to Walmart by the deli. The children and
adults will be given a list of supplies to gather and then we will meet in a
designated area to complete the check out process. After loading the
cars, the items will be taken back to the church for later delivery to the
school.

Please contact Denise Johns if you
have any questions or concerns or
would like to volunteer to serve in the
Sunday School ministry.

Bible presentations for 3rd graders
Sunday September 11, 2016 is the date
that the children who are currently
enrolled in the third grade in the Fall of
2016 will be receiving Bibles at all three
services. Please mark this special day on
your calendar.

Acolyte training is on September 11, 2016 at 4:00 pm in the church
sanctuary. All children who are enrolled in the fourth, fifth or sixth grades
are invited to attend this very important training. If you have served
before or have never been a part of this ministry you are encouraged to
come. We ask that a parent stay with you so they can also learn about
the Acolyte ministry.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
October 30th
The Fall Festival at 1st
This event is a wonderful way to invite
families and children to our church and
experience the love and caring
kindness of the church family. Please
be praying and thinking about
volunteering for this event.
December 4th
5:00 to 7:00 pm
Children’s Christmas Night

Blessing of the Backpacks is coming
up, Sunday July 31st. All students,
teachers, administrators and school staff
are invited to come to the front during a
special time in worship to receive this
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Sundays

Memorials &
Honorariums

In honor of:
Bonnie Van Pelt

Bible Study Books
Given by:
Heritage SS Class

Building Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Lorena Carmen
Terry L. Croft
Lorena Carmen
Tim & Trish Badgett
Lorena Carmen
William & Mary Taylor
Sonny & Jean Lambert Bill & Gwen Phillips
Sonny Lambert
Rick & Renee Anderson
Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Lorena Carmen
Gloria Leonard
Lorena Carmen
Matthew & Melissa Pacifico
Lorena Carmen
Friend
Lorena Carmen
Mike & Nancy Sentell
Lorena Carmen
Jack & Connie Jackson
Lorena Carmen
Garst Sunday School Class
Lorena Carment
Bob & Peg Haresnape
Lorena Carmen
Karl & Sherry Miller
Lorena Carmen
Friend
Lorena Carmen
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Lorena Carmen
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Lorena Carmen
Darleen Thompson
Thomas Pearce
Robert & Jayne Scarlett
Sonny Lambert
Marvin & Jimmie Eaves
Sonny Lambert
Harold Elkins
Sonny Lambert
Carl Koella
Sonny & Jean Lambert Keith McCord & Family
In memory of:
Lorena Carmen
Sonny Lambert
John Trundle
Kathryn Peery

Music Fund
Given by:
Mike & Ibby Davis
Dwain & Jane Pesterfield
Dwain & Jane Pesterfield
Dwain & Jane Pesterfield

In memory of:
Lorena Carmen

Recovery Fund
Given by:
Glenn & Jo Ann Doig

In honor of:
Blanche Badgett
In memory of:
Doris Requa
Lorena Carmen
Lorena Carmen
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert
Sonny Lambert

Welcome Table
Given by:
Ivanell Farber
Given by:
Rick & Carolyn Glardon
Ivanell Farber
Mike & Ibby Davis
Mike & Ibby Davis
Don & Donna Close
Dennis & Sidney Weeter
Jerry & Frances Hodge
John & Martha Pittenger
Steve & Ruth West
Glenn & Jo Ann Doig

Happening
* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury
July 31
5:00 pm Conversation Matters, Asbury Hall
What happened at UMC General Conference
August 7th
7:00 pm 1st Worship Nights, Asbury
August 14th
11:45 am Children’s Ministry Action Team (CMAT)
4:30 pm *Youth Handbells resume
5:10 pm *Celebration Singers resume
5:15 pm *Evensong Handbells resume

at

Mondays
August 8th
10:00 am UMW, Circle 2, 205
August 15th
10:00 am Book Club, 205
3:30 pm *Children’s Choirs resume (various rooms)

Tuesdays
*7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Wednesdays
* Noon
Noonday Worship, Sanctuary
*10:00 am Just Art, 119
* 5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
* 6:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
* 7:40 pm Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)
August 3rd
7:30 pm *Chancel Choir resumes, 249

Thursdays
* 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread - Alcoa
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
August 11th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
6:30 pm Trustees, 202

Saturdays
August 20th
9:00 am Celebrate Recovery Volunteer Training, Asbury Hall

Our Church Family
In Memoriam:
Sonny Lambert
Joined First Church: May 26, 1963
Entered the Church Triumphant: July 15, 2016
Rev. John Trundle (Holston Conference)
Entered the Church Triumphant: July 18, 2016
Rev. John Steiner (Holston Conference)
Entered the Church Triumphant: July 21, 2016

Christian sympathy extended to Clyde Peery and his
family in the death of his wife, Kathryn on July 17th.
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Now that summer is almost over, here’s a look at events you’ll want on your calendar for the rest of the year!

August
Worship Theme: Prayer
7th - Sunday School Promotions
20th - Celebrate Recovery Volunteer Training
September
December
Worship Theme: Jonah
4th - Children’s Christmas Night
Go.Do. Mission Month
11th
- Chancel Choir Cantata
11th - 3rd Grade Bible Presentations
October
Worship Theme: Luke Parables
2nd - Blessing of the Animals
6th - Youth Fall Break Trip
30th - Fall Festival at 1st

18th - Contemporary Worship Christmas Special
21st - Christmas at Recovery
24th - Christmas Eve
25th - Christmas Sunday
*One worship service at 8:15 and a combined
worship service at 10:30 am

November
Worship Theme: Stewardship
6th - Alternative Gift Fair
13th - Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner
27th - Advent Begins
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