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A unique way to help Terry  

 

Fellow church members, a few weeks back, there was 
an article in the Church Bell about Terry Wilson's 
genetic kidney disease and the fact that he had been 
placed on the kidney transplant list.  With the 
degenerative nature of Terry's condition, he has three 
long-term options: 

 
 a cadaver kidney with a waiting list of up to five 

years; 
 dialysis which would be necessary if his own 

kidneys fail (something that is likely to happen while 
waiting for a cadaver kidney); or 

 a kidney from a live donor which presents the 
greatest chance for long-term survival. 

 
If it becomes necessary for Terry to go on dialysis, his 
chances for a successful kidney transplant diminish 
with every year.  So, this is an appeal to the people of 
Maryville First United Methodist Church and beyond for 
someone to volunteer as a live donor. 
 
Personally, I learned on June 20th after several weeks 
of screening and interviews that I would not be a 
suitable donor for Terry though we were just over two 
weeks from an already scheduled transplant surgery.  
One of the series of tests that I'll describe later, 
disqualified me from donating.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I first learned about Terry's condition around the first of 
this year and, after talking with my personal physician 
and Barbara, let Terry know that I would be willing to 
donate a kidney to him.  At the time I had three 
motivating factors for making this decision: 
 
 First, it was Terry, who for over three decades has 

been a treasure for  1st UMC, leading a music 
program that has become one of the hallmarks of 
our church. 

 Second, I had seen first-hand with Barbara what it 
was like for someone to go on dialysis.  For three 
days a week, at least four hours each session, she 
was subjected to dialysis after experiencing kidney 
failure as a result of her stem cell transplant two 
years ago.  It was an exhausting experience for her 
each session, and by the time she had somewhat 
recovered, it was time for another treatment.  
Fortunately, her kidney regained function after 
almost two months of dialysis treatments and she 
was spared from dialysis becoming a lifetime norm. 

 Third, I was confident that someone can function 
normally with only one kidney.  Barbara has done 
so since a sledding accident in the 8th grade.   

 
With these three things in mind, it was a fairly easy 
decision for me to volunteer to donate a kidney to 
Terry. 
 
As soon as Terry was approved to go on the transplant 
list, the screening process began.  The intent of this 
process is to not only determine a suitable match for a 
donor kidney but also to ensure that both the donor and 
the recipient will have the best possible chance for long
-term success following the transplant.  There are blood 
tests, 24 hour urine tests, an EKG, an ultrasound of the 
kidneys, a CT scan and radiological tests that measure 
filtering capacity.  There are interviews with a social 
worker, a donor advocate, a clinical psychologist and a 
nephrologist.  All of these are intended to ensure that 
the potential donor is in the best physical, psychological 
and emotional state possible before approving a live 
donor transplant.  It was one of the radiological tests 
that, in the end, disqualified me as a donor.   
 
(continued on next page…) 

by Charlie Barton 



Helping Terry (Continued)  
 
So, on Terry's behalf, I am making an appeal for others in our 
church family and beyond to seriously consider a live kidney 
donation.  There are several things to take into account when 
making this decision: 
 
 The primary matching criterion is that you should  
      be blood type "O".   
 While there are always risks with any surgery, kidney 

donation is a fairly low risk procedure with the identified 
negative outcomes being in the 1% or less likelihood. 

 Recovery to almost normal function is generally in the 
range of two weeks (during which time the donor is 
restricted from driving) though there are lifting restrictions 
for 6 weeks.   

 All costs of the initial screening, surgery and post-op 
follow ups are covered by Terry's insurance.  The many 
sessions that I had in the evaluation process cost me 
nothing.   

 Donors must be under the age of 70 and in relatively good 
health.  Believe me, if there is anything that would risk a 
successful transplant procedure for both the donor and 
the recipient, they will find it in the screening process. 

 It is absolutely essential to have the support of your family 
in deciding to donate a kidney. However, no one else, 
including the recipient, has to know that you are the 
donor.  All information throughout the process is held in 
strictest confidence to the extent that the donor wishes. 

 A successful kidney donation will not only extend Terry's 
life but also vastly improve the quality of his life going 
forward considering the alternatives facing him with this 
disease. 

 
So I ask you to give serious and prayerful consideration to 
making this gift to Terry, his family and ultimately our church.  
This is a unique opportunity to give the gift of life to someone 
near and dear to the Maryville First United Methodist Church 
family.   
 
If you have any questions concerning my experience with the 
donor evaluation process, feel free to call me at  
865-898-9687 or email me at bartonca@hotmail.com.   
 

 
For more information on live donation, please contact: 

 
Scott Parker, BSN, RN 

Living Donor Transplant Nurse Specialist 
University of Tennessee Medical Center 

1924 Alcoa Highway, 6 North 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37920 

Phone:  865.305.5340 
Email:  sparker@utmck.edu  

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams        swilliams@1stchurch.org  
  
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 982-1273 

Staff 

As the Independence 
Day Holiday 
approaches, 1st 
Worship Nights is 
trying something a little 
different.  On July 3rd, 
this special evening of 
prayer and music gets 
started with a 

churchwide potluck dinner in Asbury Hall.  We’ll  
provide Barbecue and drinks, all you need to bring is 
a side dish or a dessert to share. During dinner, the 
band will provide folk and bluegrass music as well as 
some old and familiar hymns. 

Then, coming up on August 7th, Terrie Winkle from 
Cokesbury United Methodist brings her musical 
talents to the worship service.  

mailto:bartonca@hotmail.com
mailto:sparker@utmck.edu
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As I reflect on Holston Annual 
Conference 2016, I am grateful to 
represent our Laity in what John Wesley 

referred to as “Holy Conferencing.”  This is my fourth trip to 
Conference, three times as a Maryville District Member and this 
time as one of 1st UMC’s delegates.  It is an incredible 
experience in Methodism, and I love being a part of it. 
  
Conference began with a Sunday night worship service led by 
Bishop Taylor who set the tone and theme of 2016 as being 
simply the word “Bless.”  The worship music was led by our 
neighbors from Fairview UMC.  Bishop Taylor’s emphasis 
focused on the word solely as a VERB.  We as followers of 
Christ are called to bless others in God’s name and not just be 
thankful that we ourselves are blessed.  Take action; be Christ 
in the world; love your neighbor; serve others;  BLESS. 
  
Monday and Tuesday began with worship, Bible study, and 
Holy Communion led by 
retired Bishop Richard 
Looney. (Now retired for 
the 4

th
 time, he says.)  He 

focused on Psalm 40 and 
said that he now has 
ample time to read his 
Bible deeply and 
reflect.  He made a point to 
clergy that it is “remarkable 
how much light the 
scriptures can shine on our 
commentary.”  Tuesday 
morning communion liturgy 
was led by former 1st UMC 
member, Rev. Randall 
Wright. 
  
Conference business 
sessions on Monday heard 
a report from the 
Conference Strategy 
Team.  This team has 
been working on preparing 
Holston for transformations 
needed to meet the needs 
of a changing world.  We 
look forward to their 
continued work and 
hearing specific recommendations in the future.   Bishop Taylor 
delivered her “State of the Church” address, reflecting on the 

recent General Conference in 
Portland.  She talked about how 
hard it was to read petitions 
proposing splitting over the 
issues of human sexuality and 
how she longed for us to be 
known as the “church that loves, 
rather than the church that 
split.”  She noted that effects of 

the church split in 1844 are still felt 172 years later in Holston 
where UM churches are sometimes located a stone’s throw 
from each other.  The Rev. David Graves and Rev. Wil Cantrell 
reported on the General Conference from our delegation’s point 

of view.  While they both 
noted that addressing human 
sexuality by forming a 
commission with an eye 
toward a called GC before 
2020, Rev. Graves and 
Cantrell said that our focus 
must be on our calling of making disciples for Christ and the 
transformation of the world.  Rev. Cantrell said that we should 
be about “drawing circles instead of lines.”  Monday concluded 
with former UT football player Inky Johnson.  We were treated 
to his incredible story of inspiration – he is truly a remarkable 
man of God. 
      On Tuesday following morning worship, sessions continued 
and our food buckets were sent on their way to Africa.  The 
Maryville District goal was 400 buckets and First Maryville’s 
contribution of 124 buckets helped push our District total to 
1,452.  A potato drop with about 60 volunteers (yeah! Kelly 

Morgan and Catherine) bagging 
some 14,000 pounds of 
potatoes for various food 
pantries was organized by 
Holston Conference and the 
Society of St. Andrews.  The 
evening worship was led by 
Deacon Brooke Atchley who 
spoke of her work at the Elk 
Garden School Ministry and 
how it is impacting rural poverty 
in the Tazewell District thanks 
to a start-up grant from the 
Holston Conference.   
Throughout the conference we 
were continually reminded of 
how people in Holston are 
carrying Christ’s love in ways 
too many to mention 
here.  Opportunities abound for 
us to BLESS. 
    In closing, it’s always great to 
see current and former 1st 
UMC folks.  I spoke with Larry 
Carroll, Stuart Albee, Carl 
Blackburn, Richard Richter, 
and Josh Felton.  The Bishop 
has added Hiwassee Chaplain 
to Asa Majors’ responsibilities 

along with her two-point charge in Vonore.  Brenda Carroll is 
continuing to serve as DS for Chattanooga.  Bert Emerson was 
at Junaluska handing out “Trail Magic” in the form of bottles of 
water to bring attention to the AT Chaplin ministry.  Sarah 
Slack’s altar treatments were amazing, as always.  It was an 
honor and privilege to serve 1st UMC as a delegate along with 
Kelly Morgan and Teresa Morton plus Rob Goddard as a 
Maryville District delegate.  In the end, Rob summed it up by 
saying, “We were given a mandate to return home with 
Catherine, Parker, and Sarah in tow  -  Mission accomplished !” 
 
Yours in Christ,  

Reactions from Annual Confernce “first-timers” 
 
It was amazing to see how successful a given mission can be  
when everyone across the conference does his/her part. I am 
aware of the things our local church does (Welcome Table, VBS, 
etc) but this opened my eyes to how much the annual conference 
does through Change for Children and mission buckets. It is 
important for each of us to do our part, 
not only in the local church, but for the 
entire conference. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve in this way!   
-- Teresa Morgan 
 
I felt like the conference was the perfect 
opportunity for us to learn about the 
entire church as a whole. Seeing this 
level, a larger scale than our church 
council meetings, but a smaller scale 
than a worldwide General Conference, 
was interesting to witness. My favorite part was assisting the St 
Andrew's food mission. After a few days of listening and sitting, I 
enjoyed feeling more useful by having a specific task. Having 
such a large group to help divide 17,000 pounds of potatoes was 
a good example of what a larger group can accomplish 
together.  I look forward to continuing my duties as a member of 
annual conference. – Kelly Morgan 

Reflections on Annual Conference 
By Phil Large  
1st UMC Lay Leader 
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Back from the Boro 

Digging ditches, moving bricks 
and cleaning up a worksite were 
all part of the daily routines for a 
1st UMC mission team in New 
Jersey last week.  The eight folks 
(Kathryn King, Evan Jones, 
Randy Rogers, Barbara Rogers, 
Kekai Ruckstuhl, Suzanne 
Rhoden, Will Hensley & Clayton Hensley) were in Monmouth 
County, NJ, staying in the old United Methodist Church in the 
Boro of Highlands.  The building is now a volunteer center for 
A Future with Hope. In addition to working at several sites 
throughout the week, the group connected with several people 
in the area hit hard by Superstorm Sandy back in 2012.  

Sunday School Sampler 
Last summer during the renovations, 
Sunday School classes took time to 
meet together and get a sample of 
what each class is learning.  The 
feedback was so positive that we’re 
doing it all again (minus the renovation 
part).  Each Sunday from July 10th 
through July 31st there will be a 
different speaker and topic.  You can 
check out the Sunday School Sampler 
each Sunday beginning at 9:15 am in 
Asbury Hall.   

 

Mission team in Latvia 

This week, Suzanne and Sydney Stratton 
along with Carol and Ron Werker are in Latvia.  
The group left with members of other area 
United Methodist Churches for the latest 
mission to this small Baltic nation.   

While there, the group 
plans on helping with 
VBS, visiting shut-ins, 
helping build a kitchen 
and attending the annual 
Friends of Latvia meeting 

We hope to be getting 
some pictures from their 
mission trip and sharing 
them on the church’s 
social media channels.  Please be in prayer for 
the team as they serve as the hands and feet 
of Christ.  

1st News 

Spreading the joy of music 
by: Susan Daves 

On June 13  - 15, our Joy Singers Choir 
(grades 4-6) traveled in the area for a mini 
music mission tour. The goal was to share the 
Gospel through singing and for the children to 
be ambassadors of Christ through their music, 
their service, their speech and their conduct. 
 
This year’s theme was “Anything Through 
Christ” based on Philippians 4:13. An anthem 
by the same name was presented along with 
seven other selections. The children introduced 
each selection, explaining why the song was 
meaningful for them. Five concerts were 
presented in retirement centers in the Maryville 
and Sevierville 
area. In each 
location, 
following the 
concert, the 
children went 
into the 
audience to 
greet those in 
attendance. 
The smiles on the faces of both the audience 
and the choir members showed how important 
this “mission” is for the young people!  
 
Of course, there were fun activities as well, with 
trips to Rainforest Adventure, Wilderness 
Waterpark and MagiQuest. 13 children and 6 
adults represented 1st UMC on this year’s tour. 
It was a wonderful experience for all! 

SUMMER SAMPLER SCHEDULE 
 

July 10th - Mike Maher 
July 17th - Gordo Watson 

July 24th - Rev. Catherine Nance 
July 31st - Wanda Teffeteller 

                   
 
If you aren’t a regular Sunday School “student” or just want to 
know more about other classes, this is a great way to get a 
taste of what happens during the Sunday School hour each 
week. 
 
For more information contact Sunday School Superintendent 
Mike Maher at mdmaher9@charter.net. 

In September there will be a special emphasis on missions.  
During that time, we will bring you more stories about recent mission 

trips here in The Church Bell.  

mailto:MDMAHER9@CHARTER.NE
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Submitted by: Sandy Hodson  

 
You've undoubtedly heard the expression 'time heals all wounds.' 
Unfortunately, it isn't true. As many pastors and counselors know, people 
still carry hurts from thirty or forty years ago. The truth is, time often 

makes things worse. Wounds that are left untended fester and spread infection throughout your entire body. Time 
only extends the pain if the problem isn't dealt with.  
 
Your First Step to Celebrate Recovery introduces you to a Biblical and balanced program that 
has helped nearly a million people overcome their hurts, hang-ups, and habits. Based on the 
actual words of Jesus found in the Sermon on the Mount rather than psychological theory, the 
Celebrate Recovery program has helped people for over 20 years to grow toward full Christ-like 
maturity.  
 
Author and founder John Baker tells the true story of how Celebrate Recovery became one of 
the largest Christ-centered recovery programs in history in the book Your First Step to 
Celebrate Recovery. Check it out sometime and let Baker help you discover how God's love, 
truth, grace and forgiveness can bring healing into your life.   

Coming up at Celebrate Recovery– Maryville  

June 29th - Prayer and Perseverance 
                    with former UT football player, Jacob Gilliam 
July 6th -    5 Love Languages with Rev. Parker Benson 
July 13th -  Rev. Catherine Nance 
July 20th -  Jeremy Graham with True Purpose Ministries 
July 27th -  Faye Bryant 

On June 1218th youth from our church joined 
groups from Galax and Marion VA, Knoxville, and 
Chattanooga as we served at Summer Impact in 
Cincinnati OH. We were able to work with 4 
different ministries: Over the Rhine Community 
Church, Wesley Chapel Ministry Center, Stepping 
Stones, and The Jubilee Project. We were able to 

minister by serving in very different ways from helping prepare a summer 
program for inner city children to demolishing and rehabbing a house that will 
become a boy's home. Our group really enjoyed the opportunity to build 
relationships with youth from around the Holston Conference, as well as to 
minister in an area that is very different from the one in which we live.  

 

Coming soon! 
July 7th—Lake trip to Louisville Point 
July 11th—Swimming at Springbrook Pool 
July 21st—Kentucky Splash with Broadway UMC Youth 
July 24th to 27th—Beach Trip to Charleston 

For more information on youth ministries contact 
Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273 



News 
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Surf Shack a success! 
Thanks so very much for all the volunteers who 
helped to make Vacation Bible School a huge 
success! There is no way an event as large as 
this could be done without the people who 
served behind the scenes and all the volunteers 
who worked right along with the children. It is so 
very wonderful to see the adults and older youth 
serving as the hands and feet of God.  
 
The impact of this truly important event cannot 
be easily measured but several children asked if 
Bible School could last all week long! 

 
The children were not the only ones who enjoyed themselves as several adults 
commented that the event was also their favorite week at the church! There is 
nothing more joyful than to hear the children talking about the stories that they 
learned and to hear them singing the songs that they learned and praising God. 
Thanks again for making this truly important week one for us to remember with 
great fondness  
 

Children’s Ministry Director 

Taking a stand to help children in need 
On three Sundays in the hot month of July, you can cool off with a tall glass 
of lemonade. The children’s department will set up a Lemonade Stand on 
the front lawn for the church on July 3rd, 10th & 17th.   
 
The lemonade will be available each morning during the Sunday school 
hour from 9:15 to 10:15, then again from 11:30 12:00. The children are 
asking for donations to help local children who are unable to purchase 
school supplies and help Montvale School replenish its teacher supply 
closet.  
 
The children really want to make a difference in the lives of other children in 
our community so please stop by for a glass of delicious lemonade and 
donate some money to the children of our community!  Denise Johns 

Children’s Ministry Director 
djohns@1stchurch.org 

865-982-1273 

Promotion Sunday 
Elementary age students want 
to be here on Sunday,  August 
7th.   That morning, children 
who are in the elementary 
Sunday school program will be 
promoted to their classrooms. 
 
The children will begin class in 
their old Sunday school rooms 
with their teacher from last 
year then at 9:45 children who 
are moving to a different 
classroom will be taken to 
meet their new teacher.  
 
Some of the children will have 
new teachers and some of the 
children will remain with their 
teacher from last year, either 
way, the teachers are looking 
forward to spending time with 
your child!  
 
Lastly, there is a need for 
substitute teachers so if you 
are interested in serving in this 
way, please contact Denise 
Johns.  

Blessing of the Backpacks is coming up, 
Sunday July 31st. This very special tradition of 
blessing the backpack of the children, youth, college 
students, teachers, school support staff and anyone 
else involved in the school network, is an important 
tradition at 1st UMC. Everyone is invited to be a part 
of this special day to recognize the beginning of 
another school year! The blessings happen during all 
three services. Everyone involved is invited to come 
forward to the altar to receive a special blessing and 
to be prayed for by the congregation that morning.  



Memorials & Honorariums 

Sundays 
* 7:35 am   Morning Glory Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various rooms)   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Asbury  
July 3rd 
6:30 pm  Churchwide Potluck Dinner, Asbury 
7:00 pm  1st Worship Nights, Asbury 
July 11th 
  Youth swimming at Springbrook Pool 
July 24th 
 4:00 pm  Outreach Team, 205 
Date TBD  
7:00 pm  Conversation Matters (Topic TBD), Asbury  
                Del Holley, Holston Conference Lay Leader shares 
what happened at the recent General Conference in Portland, OR 
 

Mondays 
July 11th 
10:00 am UMW, Circle 2, 205  
July 18th 
10:00 am Book Clubs, 205,202  
July 25th 
  7:00 pm Church Council, 202 
  

Tuesdays 
  *7:00 pm  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 

Wednesdays 
*  Noon        Noonday Worship, Sanctuary 
*10:00 am   Just Art, 119 
*  5:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*  6:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*  7:40 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms) 
 

Thursdays 
*  6:30 am   Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread - Alcoa 
*  5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
July 7th 
   Youth Lake Trip to Louisville Point 
July 14th 
  10:00 am  Knit Together Ministry, 205 
    6:30 pm  Trustees, 202 
 

Saturdays 
* 9:00 am  Ladies Step Study, 205 

Happening at 

Building Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Van Myers  Mike & Charlotte Mullins 
 

Children’s Deparment 
In honor  of their 60th Anniversary:    
R.T. & Clara Ousley  
Given by: 
Karen Ousley Smith, Ted Ousley, Samantha Ousley 
 

Handbell Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Doris Requa  Evensong Handbells 
 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Thomas Pearce  Janet & Danny Wilson 
Thomas Pearce  Eugene & Joanne White 
Shirley Anderson Charles & Barbara Barton 
Shirley Anderson Barbara A. Lillard 
Gertrude Williams Mrs. Dewey Simpson 
 
 

Music Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Doris Requa  Bucky & Susan Colclough 
Doris Requa  Mary & Jim Atwood 
Doris Requa  Tom & Kathy Howard 
Doris Requa  Lamar & Mary Ann Dunn 
Doris Requa  Bert & Becky Emmerson 
 

Organ Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Doris Requa  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Mary Ann Burchfield Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
 

Welcome Table 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Mildred Biehler  Jean Galyon 
Mildred Biehler  Katharine Biehler 
 

Our Church Family 

In Memoriam: 

Lorena Carmen 
Joined First Church: November 10, 1963 

Entered the Church Triumphant: June 20, 2016 

If you have a church related event you would like us to 
promote please look for the link to the event promotion 

form in the “Happening at 1st” section of 
www.1scthurch.org. Information should be submitted a 

month before the event.  
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During the summer months, many families pack up their 
bags and hit the roads for vacation.  Sometimes these 
journeys can be long ones and often require a lot of 
planning beforehand.  

In the spirit of summer travel, we are taking a closer look 
at some of the long journeys taken by people in the Bible.  

This special sermon series begins on July 10th and 
continues through July 31st in all three Sunday 
morning worship services.  So come enjoy this “road trip” 
where you don’t have to pack anything up ahead of time! 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES: ROLLING YOUR WAY SOON! 


