
Holston Annual Conference was held June 9th – 12th at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. This yearly 
meeting gathers equal representation of clergy and laity from the 872 churches as well as camps, colleges, and 
other ministries. Annual Conference is a time for reporting on the state of the church and its work in missions at 
home and around the world. There is time for worship and celebration as well as hearing reports. 
  
This was a ‘voting year’ which means delegates to General Conference 2020 were elected along with 
Jurisdictional Conference delegates. We do this every four years. This election fell just a few months after the 
special called General Conference in St. Louis, Missouri back in February. 
  
The Rev. Kim Goddard was the head of the Holston Delegation to General Conference this past quadrennial. 
Below is her covenant that she presented before she gave the delegation report at Annual Conference. She 
remarked that this did not come from the delegation, nor was it a resolution. She just felt it important to share 
and asked everyone to join in making this personal covenant if they could. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

My Personal Covenant with Holston Conference 
(Rev. Kim Goddard) 

  
I covenant to pattern my belief and practice by the life and teaching of Jesus, revealed in Holy Scripture, and 
seasoned by tradition, reason, and experience. 
  
I covenant to focus on the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
  
I covenant to pray for clear direction for the United Methodist Church, for Holston Conference, for my district and 
local church, and for myself. I pray for courage to follow the direction I believe God is leading. 
  
I covenant to see every person as beloved by God and created in God’s image. 
  
I covenant to treat all with respect by assuming the best in others, speaking the truth with love, and avoiding 
divisive and hurtful speech or actions. 
  
I covenant to work for a fair and just resolution giving every Holston United Methodist a church free of divisive 
fights and acts that harm our church and our witness. 



REPORTS FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Rev. Nathan Irwin (Clergy) 
 
For me this Annual Conference was an emotional 
roller coaster. Frustrations with voting and Scantron 
machines gave way to the joy of seeing friends and 
youth/former youth elected to represent our 
conference at General and Jurisdictional Conferences 
in 2020.  
 
I am truly proud of the focus on electing both a 
Deacon, and younger voices to represent us. In 
between voting I spent the week visiting with old 
friends and making new ones.  
 
This year was particularly interesting because I have 
recently changed from laity to clergy, and I got to see 
how both groups work to elect GC and JC delegates. I 
will always remember being among the remnant that 
was left until the final votes were counted and the joy 
that came with sticking it out until the end. 
 
 
Gordo Watson - 1st UMC (Laity) 
 
It was an honor to represent 1st UMC-Maryville at 
Annual Conference. The theme was Healing Hands. 
Healing Hands was referenced during both worship 
services and business sessions throughout the 
conference. This theme emphasized the incredible 
responsibility we have as the Body of Christ to be 
God's hands and feet in this world. Whether our 
churches are reaching out locally to deal with the 
opioid crises or sending supplies to weather ravaged 
areas around the world, our opportunity to be a healing 
force is the Methodist purpose. The conference was 
marked by great unity in the mission objectives set by 
our conference. Worship services were truly inspiring. 
Preaching was Spirit led. Music was inspiring and 
enthusiastic. Communion was both humbling and 
unifying. 
 
You would have been proud but not surprised that 1st 
Church's pastoral staff was prominent throughout the 
week. Catherine delivered a wonderful message at the 
memorial service. Sarah's altars were beautiful and 
purposeful for each service, and Matt helped 
commission and pass the torch to the present 
Appalachian Trail Chaplain. We were able to witness 
Lisa Blackwood's retirement from the conference but, 
thankfully, not from the community service she so 
loves. We are blessed to have a dedicated and 
talented pastoral staff here at 1st Church. 
 
Yet, amidst the unity and inspiration of the praise and 
worship events, there is a deep divide on how we 'Find 
a Way Forward'.  The issues concerning human 
sexuality and the LBGTQAI+ community will be front  

Jim Scruggs 
Smoky Mountain District (Laity)  
 
The Holston Annual Conference was a great 
experience for me.  I was a delegate for the Smoky 
Mountain District.  After being in the United Methodist 
Church for over 40 years, I finally got to visit Lake 
Junaluska!  The beauty of the mountains, lake, 
sunrises, sunsets, even the rain, made me feel so 
thankful and close to God.  

Sermons were great, especially Catherine’s memorial 
service sermon.  I loved the music and was glad for 
the opportunity to sing in the conference choir led by 
Wesley Rouse.  It just so happened that I sat 
between two young men in the bass section.  They 
are both in their 20s and entering in the ministry.  I 
hope they feel the prayers that I will continue to offer 
for them to find fulfillment and success wherever their 
service takes them. 

Also, I really enjoyed seeing several folks from my 
days at Emory & Henry and having the opportunity to 
fellowship with other members of 1st UMC-Maryville 
delegation.  The dinner we shared was a great 
opportunity to get to know Nathan Irwin and Matt Hall 
better.  In case you didn’t know, they are both great 
guys and do wonderful things in their ministries. 

The entire experience reinforced for me what I have 
been taught and know – God loves us all and by His 
Grace we are saved, if we acknowledge and follow 
Him.  The “following” part isn’t always easy, as we 
saw with the differing opinions of delegates.  
However, if we love God and others and prayerfully 
seek His will, we can move forward as Christians and 
the church.   

Gordo Watson (Continued) 
and center at the 2020 General Conference. We are 
deeply divided in the interpretation of scripture and 
how it applies to inclusion of and involvement by the 
LGBTQAI+ community. It is an issue that evokes 
strong convictions and emotions. My hope and 
prayer is that we can 'Find a Way Forward' by 
individually and collectively seeking Christ's wisdom 
and example so as to become the Body of Christ that 
spreads love and grace and mercy to all. 



Reports from Holston Annual Conference 

 
 
 

The Holston Annual Conference for 
me was both inspiring and eye-
opening.  The worship services were 
spirit-filled.  The Bishop’s opening 
sermon addressed the issues facing 
the UMC with sensitivity and honesty.  
Catherine’s sermon for the memorial 
service was beautiful. Jim and I both 
really enjoyed singing with the 
conference choir. The Conference 
theme Healing Hands was strongly 
supported with the informative 
sessions regarding substance abuse. 
  
It was also wonderful to see friends, 
some of whom are fellow alumni of 
Emory & Henry College and some 
from other churches in our district 
and conference.  It was a special 
treat for me to talk with a former 
student who is now senior pastor at 
Pulaski UMC in Virginia.  Wow!   
I must be really old!  But he is a 
delightful young man with a beautiful 
young family, and I am so proud of 
him.  As a teacher, I often thought to 
myself that certain students were 
being called into Christian service, 
even before they knew it.  Nothing 
makes me happier than seeing  
first-hand that they are not only 
responding to that call but also 
serving others in a joyful way. 

There were many other uplifting and 
positive moments, but unfortunately, 
for me, those are somewhat 
overshadowed by the division in our 
church that was literally visible in the 
auditorium.  Just like in our church, 
delegates have their preferred seats.  
The Traditionalists literally sat stage 
right, while the Progressives sat 
stage left.  Of 
course there 
were a whole lot 
of us right in the 
middle, but I 
heard side 
comments while 
others were 
speaking that 
made it very 
clear to me that 
for some, there 
is no middle 
ground.  Two of 
the most 
poignant 
statements came from a woman who 
identifies as lesbian, the daughter 
and sister of United Methodist 
ministers, who gently reminded the 
audience that when we refer to “they” 
and “them,” (those who identify as 
anything other than straight male or 
female), we are talking about her, her 
partner of 26 years, and others whom 
we know and love without regard to 
their sexuality.  There is no “other;” it 
is US, United Methodists, Christians, 

children of God.  The other statement 
that has really stayed with me was 
from the mother of a gifted teen-age 
musician who attends a public 
magnet school for the arts.  She told 
her mother she could not invite her 
friends to church because they would 
not feel safe or welcome.  This 
statement breaks my heart.  If we 
turn away our youth, we are 
condemning our church to certain 
death.  Our generation will be gone 
and the pews and buildings will be 
empty if young people don’t know 
Christ and have a welcoming, safe 
place to worship. 
 
These issues are daunting, and I 
personally ask you to continue 
praying for the United Methodist 
Church daily. I read the daily devotion 
provided electronically by the Holston 
Conference.  One from this week 
gives me great hope. In it, the writer 
tells about a tree in his yard split in 
two by lightning.  They thought it was 
surely dead, but after carrying away 
the limbs that fell from the lightning 
strike, they tied the two remaining 
parts of the trunk together with rope.  
A year later the tree was once again 
growing, flourishing and getting 
stronger.  May we find the rope that 
will tie us together so we can 
continue to be the UNITED Methodist 
Church. 

Brad Lunde 
Smoky Mountain District (Laity) 
 
Since this was my first time to attend 
Annual Conference, I had mixed 
expectations as to what to expect.    
Catherine and several others who 
had previously attended did advise us 
as to what to do and where to go, 
especially early on Sunday afternoon.   
The initial reaction was two-fold.   
 
First, Lake Junaluska is a spectacular 
setting !  The crystal clear lake set in 
the mountain valley is almost beyond 
description. 
 

Second,  the check-in process was 
better than I expected considering 
that nearly 2000 people were 
attending.  
 
The initial meeting on Sunday for the 
laity was short and concise.  Since I 
saw several of the 1st UMC members 
arriving, I was able to connect and sit 
with them at this session 
 
The weekday sessions began with 
worship and communion which 
helped set the tone for the day.   
Although I questioned whether I 
should get up early to attend, I now 
believe that I would not miss this 
portion of the morning.  The program 
describing the brain and addiction 

was both informative and persuasive 
in that it made you think “What do we 
need to do to help people with 
addictions” instead of who is to 
blame?    
 
The introduction of the personal 
covenant by Kim Goddard seemed to 
be a genuine effort to promote unity 
and to establish an atmosphere of 
peace and good will.   Unfortunately, 
the resolution submitted by Stephanie 
Strutner was in my opinion 
inappropriate because it was so 
divisive.    
 
                       (continued on page 4) 

Pat Scruggs 
1st UMC (Laity) 
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Music and a meal 
 
Do you enjoy great barbeque and some bluegrass music? Well, you're in luck. On the 
Sunday after the Independence Day Holiday (July 7th at 5:00 pm), we're bringing you 
another evening of great food and entertainment.  
 
The Eli Fox Band provides the music and the church provides the BBQ.  All you need 
to do is BRING A SIDE DISH OR DESSERT to share.  
 
Let us know you’re coming online at 1stchurch.org/bbq or call 982-1273. 
 

1st News 

The Holston Annual Conference was 
properly represented at the General 
Conference in St Louis. In my 
opinion, the resolution did not speak 
for all in attendance and thus was 
about “winning” not loving one 
another.  The revision by Andy 
Ferguson was softer and better 
represented that general beliefs at 
the conference, but was still not 
universally accepted.  Some spoke 
against this revision as too liberal 
while others thought it too 
conservative.  The final resolution 

with the word “grieve” was even 
better. (Visit Holston.org to see the 
whole resolution.) 
 
Despite this conflict, my best 
description of Annual Conference is 
that of a family gathering.   Since 
most of the clergy and many of the 
long-time attendees all know each 
other, the renewal of friendships was 
like a big family reunion.  The love 
and affection overshadowed much of 
the conflict.   The emotion displayed 
at the memorial service and 

retirement service, speak to the  
long-time relationships that many in 
this group share. 
 
When the conflicts from General 
Conference are put behind us, the 
Annual Conference of the Holston 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church could be a great effort to 
promote the love and grace of our 
savior Jesus Christ.   I look forward 
to returning next year. 

Brad Lunde (Report from Annual Conference) continued from page 3  

United Methodist Women 

The rain didn’t dampen the Go.Do. Spirit of the United Methodist Women, but it did 
have them move their summer picnic indoors.  One of the activities at the event was 
making cards to go on each of the beds at Knox Area Rescue Ministries. 

After making cards, everyone enjoyed a delicious boxed lunch from McAlister’s Deli.  

Summer Monday Fun 

The First Mondays group is taking in an afternoon of Patriotic 
Music on July 1st, but the summer fun continues in August and 
September.  

You are invited to join this group for a ride along the spectacu-
larly beautiful Foothills Parkway Extension (that opened in the 
Fall of 2018).  This “Missing Link” from Walland to Wears Valley 
has some of the best views in the Smokies.   Lunch will be at 
Elvira’s Cafe in Wears Valley. 

The September outing will be on the SECOND Monday of the 
month, September 9th.  Join the group for a tour of the Mayfield 
Dairy Farm in Athens, TN.  The trip includes 2 free samples of 
delicious Mayfield ice cream.  Lunch location TBD.  

Sign up for any of the First Monday outings at: 
1stchurch.org/first-Mondays or call 982-1273 
Transportation is provided, just bring money for lunch. 
 
Call Ana Maria Lomperis at 865-238-2340 or Cathy 
Watson at 865-256-6450 for more information.  

http://1stchurch.org/bbq
https://holston.org/about/communications/the-call/vol19/num11/wednesday-report/
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There were lots of things to 
celebrate in June.   
 
First, three of the families 1st 
UMC hosted in May moved 
into their own home!  That's 
five adults and three more 
children who can sleep in their 

own beds at night. These families are part of the larger 
picture as Family Promise of Blount County celebrates 10 
years of helping families in the community who land in  
seemingly impossible situations. During the past 10 
years, more than 1,000 children plus their parent(s)/
caretakers found hope and worked their way into their 
own home through Family Promise. 
 
Next, fund raising is necessary for this non-profit mission. 
A huge thank you goes to all those from 1st UMC who 
attended the Biggest Show in Blount County Gala which 
raised more than $22,000.  Part of the money came from 
the highest bid to claim an original painting created by 
one of our last guests.  The artist is only 7 years old and, 
although she and her dad are in their own home now, she 
wants to help others. This must tug on one's heart strings.  
  

Lastly, the biggest shout-out goes to the volunteers for 
Family Promise and especially those from 1st UMC.  
Without you the program would not survive.  Without you, 
children and their parent(s) would be sleeping in their car 
or under a bridge and wondering where to get the next 
meal.  Trained volunteers know not to ask questions or 
judge but sometimes a family will share their story.  This 
was the case with one of the last families hosted at 1st 
UMC.  They were homeless because someone stole their 
identity and drained their accounts. The crisis resulted in 
an eviction even though both adults were working full-
time.  It's extremely difficult to get housing with an eviction 
on one's record. 
 
There are many more stories to share but in conclusion it 
is very humbling to help our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
August 11th through the 18th will be the next opportunity 
to host.  Meanwhile, thank you in advance for 
participation in the Go.Do. project for July (see the 
information below). 
 
Yours In Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coordinators for Family Promise at 1stUMC  

Go.Do. and help Family Promise in July  
 
Ten years ago this summer, our church hosted Family Promise 
guests for the first time!  One of the first things we did in preparing to 
be a host church was gathering and organizing supplies.   It takes a 
lot of sheets, towels, blankets, pillows, mattress covers, night lights, 
alarm clocks, lamps, diapers, laundry baskets and toiletries to host 
up to 4 families (up to14 people) of all ages for a week at a time!   
 
Much of the bedding was donated by church members from their 
own linen closets.  After ten years, the linens are worn and frayed 
around the edges, the fitted sheets are no longer “fitted”, and the pillows are less than plump!   Our Go.Do. 
collection project for July will renew our storage closet with brand new things!  Family Promise volunteers have 
selected a variety of items from Target that will best meet the needs of our guests and also be budget-conscious.  
A charitable gift registry has been set up so that you can purchase an item for donation to our Family Promise 
program.  It will be shipped directly to the church or you can opt to “pick up at your local Target”, which will save 
you the shipping cost. With our next host week coming up in mid-August, our hope is to have all new bedding for 
the next rotation. The old blankets that still have some use in them will be donated to the animal shelters in Blount 
County.    
 
To participate and purchase a gift, simply go to:  Target.com.  Click on “Registries and Lists”.  Once you are on the 
Registry page, you will click on “Search for an Organization” which is BELOW the space to type in a person’s 
name.  Then type in “Maryville First United Methodist Church Family Promise”.  This is most easily accomplished 
on the actual website, not on the mobile app.  You can then make your selection.  We have chosen only a few 
color choices to make the sorting and laundering after each host week a little easier.  Please purchase only the 
items shown on the registry.   
 
Many thanks to the congregation for your continued support of Blount County Family Promise and our church’s 
commitment to being a host church. 
 
The Outreach Committee 

https://www.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=992454a559c04763b78923deaffbd15e&type=GENERIC&occasionType=CHARITY
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Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

djohns@1stchurch.org 

Summertime Cinema 
This summer, Ms. Denise and Miss Carmen invite your children 
(Kindergarten through 6th grade) to join them for  movies at Foothills Mall.  
 
Here is a look at the movie schedule:  
July 10th - The Lego Movie 2 
July 31st - How to Train Your Dragon: The Hidden World 
 
Summertime Cinema only costs $4 per person.  In addition to the ticket to 
the movie, the child gets a snack pack to enjoy during the show.  
 
If you would like for your child to attend please sign up at: 
1stchurch.org/summertime-cinema.  For each movie, you will just meet Ms. 
Denise and Miss Carmen in the lobby of the Foothills AMC Theater at 9:40 
am.  The movies begin at 10:00 am and last approximately 1 hour and 45 
minutes.  After the shows, you can pick your children in the lobby where 
you will sign them out.  

Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

As this Church Bell goes to press, many 1st UMC youth are at Emory & Henry 
College for Jr./Sr. High Assembly.   Check out the Holston Youth page on 
Facebook for a look at what’s happening there.  
 
Soon, a group of youth will be leaving for Cincinnati to participate in the Summer 
Impact Mission Trip.  
 
We also have these youth events coming up this summer, so be sure you have 
them on your calendar.  
 
Tubing in Townsend   July 18th   
Back to School Blast                     August 11th  
 
Keep up with 1st Youth via texting.  Just text @1stumyouth to 81010 or join the 
text group by downloading the Remind App and joining the group @1stumyouth.  

Super Summer 
Sunday School 
wraps up on June 
30th with a Super 
Celebration at 
Sandy Springs 
Park after church.  
Over the past few 
weeks, children have been learning 
about the “church family” through 
stories from Acts.  Lots of great 
music, games and fun have been a 
part of this “twist” on the idea of 
Vacation Bible School .  Thanks to 
all the volunteers for all their hard 
work and for the parents and 
children who’ve been diligent in 
coming out to enjoy it all.  

http://1stchurch.org/summertime-cinema


Memorial Fund 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Sarah Dunsmore James & Kay Addington 
Ben Boyd  River Towne Condominiums 

Children’s Ministry 

In honor of:   Given by: 
R.T. & Clara Ousley  Karen Smith 
(In honor of their 63rd Anniversary) 

Christian sympathy extended to:  
Greg Brakebill and Traci Topham in the death of their 

father, Don Brakebill who died June 9, 2019  
 

The family of Betty Sweet who died on June 17th 
 

Carol Barrett in the death of her father,  
Clark Brandon on June 25th 

 
Vicki Clabough in the death of her father,  

Don Clabough on June 24th.  
 
 

Betty Lee Marley Sweet 
Joined First Church 

August 2, 1998 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

June 17, 2019 

Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of: Given by: 
Evan Gelstrap Family Support Group 

Every Wednesday Night 
5:30 pm  Light Meal 
6:30 pm  Worship 

7:40 pm  Share Groups 
 

CRMaryvilleTN.com  

JULY 2019 @ 

In honor of:    Given by: 
Randy & Barb Rogers Charlie & Barbara Barton 

Family Promise 

JULY 3rd 
Jeff Stultz  

Broken Chains JC Ministry 

July 31 
Admit  
Rev. Matt Hall  

JULY 17th Confess 
Rev. Matt Hall 

JULY 10th Step Studies and Forgiveness 
Brenda Clark 

JULY 24th  
6-year Celebration 

Organ Fund 

In memory of: Given by: 
Don Brakebilll Trendsetters SS Class 
In honor of:   Given by: 
Greg Brakebill Trendsetters SS Class 
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The next regular edition of The Church Bell comes out on  July 29th 
 If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is July 26th 

After months of preparation and work the Bill Mueller Habitat 
for Humanity build is almost finished.  Zack and Stephanie 
Cheshire are the new homeowners and they will be moving in 
early next month.  
 
Everyone is invited (and encouraged) to attend the Home 
Dedication which is coming up on July 6th at 10:00 am.   
 
The home is at 225 Bessie Harvey Avenue in Alcoa.  
 
 

HOME DEDICATION 
JULY 6TH 
10:00 AM 

225 BESSIE HARVEY AVENUE, ALCOA 

Photos courtesy of Sara Gregory 


