
A note of thanks from Rev. Catherine Nance 
 
Grateful. Heart overflowing. Thankful. Blessed. Encouraged. Affirmed. Loved. Understood.  
Just a few words to describe how you have made me feel these last few weeks. Your cards and messages 
have moved me. And then Saturday with the parade of well wishes and love you blew me away!! It meant so 
much to see each and every one of you! Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
 
Brad and I have loved being here these past six years. You have a beautiful parsonage (the most storage 
space anywhere in the Holston Conference and the most beautiful kitchen. The color is ballroom dancing if you 
happen to be in a paint store. That may be the only thing you do not 
know about this church! You are well aware of:  
• the committed and talented staff  
• the broad range of music offerings  
• the uplifting music in all services  
• the mission outreach ‘to the ends of the earth’  
• how well you are thought of in this community 
• your hospitality towards all of God’s children and your 

willingness to embrace all 
• your love of study 
• the importance of fellowship in large groups and small 
• the backbone of Sunday School classes 
• the power of prayer in guiding ministry 
• the strength of your stewardship,..  
I could go on and on. But you know all the things that make 1st United Methodist Church so special. 
  
Brad and I have so appreciated the cards and messages you have sent. Letting people know they are 
appreciated and why is so important; we have felt that. I encourage you to read the end of Paul’s letter to the 
church at Rome (Romans 16). After his theological treatise on the explanation of grace and justification and 
adoption, he takes time to mention individuals. Read it aloud. Let not name pronunciations distract you. Pay 
attention to the reasons he sends regards and gives thanks. I would encourage you to spend some time 
contacting ‘some of the saints’ in this church and tell them specifically why you are thankful. Sunday School 
teachers, helpers of all kinds, the person who always greets you on Sunday, the member of your class who has 
the thoughtful questions, or a staff member who took some extra time are just a few suggestions. Being told, “I 
appreciate you because ,.” is so affirming!  
 
You are the Body of Christ. You each have gifts and contributions. Your presence in this place, and beyond, is 
a reflection of the love of Christ. Thank you for being the Church! 
 
God bless you now and always! This is the day the Lord has made! We will rejoice and be glad in it together! 
 
Love, 

Catherine 
 

Housekeeping items: 

My last Sunday was June 14th. Jonathan’s first Sunday is July 5th. I am here through June 20th and then I will 
take a week of vacation before beginning my new appointment. (Pastor Sarah has something special for you! 
Your favorite series is back ,.Children’s Books!) 
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Greetings from Rev. Jonathan Jonas 

“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is 
proclaimed throughout the world” (Romans 1:8). 
 
Over the past several weeks, I have easily resonated with these words Paul wrote 
to the church in Rome nearly two thousand years ago. As friends and colleagues 
have learned of my appointment to 1st United Methodist Church, they’ve shared 
so many encouraging and complimentary impressions, celebrating your 
missionary leadership in the community, your staff and lay leadership, your music 
and worship ministry, and your reputation for excellence, fruitfulness, and 
faithfulness. 
 
I have been praying for the congregation, staff, and pastors of First  
United Methodist Church for weeks, and I thank you for your prayers for  
our family. We Jonases feel blessed and excited to share this journey of discipleship in your community and 
congregation, and we are so grateful for your many expressions of hospitality and love. 
 
You will be in our hearts and prayers through these remaining days of packing and moving. Even in these unusual 
circumstances for a pastoral transition, I trust that God’s Spirit will very soon knit our hearts together in love, 
mission, and ministry. 
 
Until we are together in person, I’ll close with two more verses from Paul’s introduction to the Romans: “For I am 
longing to see you so that I may share with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you—or rather so that we may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine” (Romans 1:11-12). 
 
Peace to you, 
Jonathan Jonas 

 

Rev. Jonathan Jonas is coming 
to First UMC as Senior Pastor 
starting July 1st.  He is coming 

Congratulations to: 
Alexandria & Matthew Cox on the birth of their son, Jackson Oliver Cox on February 12th 
 
Morgan (Johnson) and Micah Morgan on the birth of their daughter, Madelyn Kate Morgan on April 12th 
 
Julia (Hunt) and Trenton Langston in the birth of their son, Hayes Michael Langston on June 5th.  

Welcome to 



1st News 
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Regathering Plans (and where to find them) 
Back in March activities at 1st UMC were suspended with the hope it 
would only be for a couple of weeks.  Those weeks turned to months 
and throughout all this time we’ve asked “when can we come back 
together?”    
 
A task force at the church now has more answers to that question.   
Full details can be found on the church website at:  
1stchurch.org/regathering.    
 
Here are a few of the highlights. 
 
• Small group gatherings can begin immediately.  They will be limited to certain rooms and group size as well as 

a time limit. All rooms must be reserved in advance (1stchurch.org/scheduling). 
• The Conference has put forth Four Non-negotiable Rules for ALL in-person gatherings: physical distancing, 

the use of face masks, tracking attendance, and cleaning. 
• The first in-person worship service will be Sunday, July 12th at 10:30 am in Asbury Hall. 
 
The plans for in-person gatherings at 1st UMC (and all other churches in the Holston Conference) must have the 
approval of the District Superintendent.   Approved plans can be rescinded if conditions (in regard to COVID-19) 

Racial Justice Resources 
Earlier this month, Rev. Catherine Nance addressed 
the issue of racial justice by having us all take a look at 
questions we are asked during our Baptism like “Do 
you accept freedom and power God gives you to resist 
evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they 
present themselves?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In recent weeks the death of George Floyd at the 
hands of police has sparked protests and 
conversations across the country and around the world.  
 
To help promote more understanding and to help you 
get different perspectives on the issue of racial justice, 
we have compiled a list of books, websites and places 
to watch the film “Just Mercy” for free.    
 

You can find all these on the website at 

United Methodists Stand Against Racism 
A group of men and women of the Holston Conference 
invites you to join a special Zoom Webinar on 
Saturday, June 20th at 3:00 pm.  The group called 
Conversations on Race: Building Authentic 
Relationships embrace the journey of anti-racism and 
loving our neighbors. 
 
You will need to register prior to the event to get the 
link and access to the webinar.  You are also 
encouraged to spread the word about it.  

 
 

There is a link to register on our website at 
1stchurch.org/resources  
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1st News 

Go.Do. Collection for June 
Earlier this spring, the Holston Conference was able to quickly   
respond to tornadoes in Middle Tennessee and the 
Chattanooga area. This was done through donations of both 
money and  hygiene and cleaning kits collected from people in 
the more than 800 churches from Chattanooga to Radford.  
 
This month we continue our call to Go.Do. with a call for more 
hygiene kits to help the Conference replenish its supplies.   On 
Tuesdays in June from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm we are asking you 
to drop off finished kits under the Porte Cochere (covered drop 
off area) at the church.  

Hygiene Kit Materials  
(list also available at 1stchurch.org/go-do) 

 
One (1) hand towel (15 x 25 – 17 x 27 inches) 

• No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

 
One (1) washcloth 

• No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

 
One (1) comb 

• Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

• No pocket combs or picks 

• Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable but 

       must have at least 6 inches of teeth 
 
One (1) toenail or fingernail clipper 

• No emery boards or metal nail files 
 
One (1) Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 

• No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 

• Do not remove from packaging 

 
One (1) adult toothbrushDo not remove from packaging 

• Personal advertising not acceptable 

 
Ten (10) adhesive bandages (3⁄4 by 3 inches) 

• Common household bandages acceptable 

Not pictured: Jacob Cox      Matthew Gideon       Ellie Rowe 

Congratulations to our 2020 Graduates.   May you go on and do greater things! 

Instructions for putting the kits together  
(video available at 1stchurch.org/go-do ) 

 
1. Lay hand towel flat on a table. 
2. Lay the washcloth in the center of the hand towel. 
3. Place all remaining items on top of the washcloth  
    (except the plastic bag). 
4. Fold the sides of the hand towel to cover the items. 
5. Grasp the bundle tightly and roll over the remainder of  
     the towel. 
6. Place the tightly rolled bundle in the plastic bag,  
    remove air, and seal. 



NEWS 
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Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 
nirwin@1stchurch.org 

865-982-1273 

Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 
djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 
1stchurch.org/1st-Kids 

Ms. Denise and all the other folks at 1st Kids Ministries have missed seeing 
the children every week.  This will be a summer without Sunday School or 
VBS, but 1st Kids Ministries is still working to keep things going when we 
can’t be together “in person.” 
 
A couple of weeks ago, the What’s for Dinner? program kicked off. This 
special curriculum helps you make the most of dinner time with your family 
providing fun activities and Bible lessons all aimed at bringing you closer to 
God and to each other.  
 
If you haven’t participated yet reach out to Ms. Denise at 
djohns@1stchurch.org for details or visit 1stchurch.org/1st-Kids or 
YouTube.com/1stchurchorg to catch the videos Ms. Denise and Mr. 
Nathan (from 1st Youth) are putting together each week.   
 
Sunday School just isn’t the same without having the kids in the classroom, 
but the lessons continue online.  Some of the parents and kids have even 
got in on the fun by recording the weekly lessons and sharing them with 
everyone.  We’ve also provided links to the Deep Blue Kids lesson videos.  
You’ll find the videos and links at 1stchurch.org/1st-Kids and in the 1st 
Kids Facebook Group.  
 
And our call to be Missional People of God has continued as the Backpack 
Food Program returns.  Ms. Denise and several of her volunteers are 
making sure the meals get packed and delivered each week.  It’s been a 
blessing to keep this program going, especially in a time when there is so 

Since activities were suspended at the church back in March, 1st Youth have been “getting together” in a number 
of ways online.  There have been Zoom meetings, Netflix Parties and some online gaming.  Now that the church is 
opening up for some small group activities, Youth may soon be able to meet “in person.”   Of course it won’t be like 
it was before (see the details of in-person gatherings on page 3), but it will be nice to get together again.   

You can visit 1stchurch.org/1st-Youth for updates on the efforts to gather “in person” and get information on how 
to keep in touch with what’s happening with 1st Youth.  



Dear Celebrate Recovery family,  
 
I just wanted to take a moment to share with you where we are in the “regathering” process. As of this week the 
church is allowed to host small groups. If you attend our small groups please get in touch with the group leader to 
express your interest in having an in person meeting. If in person does not feel right for you at this moment reach out 
to us about Zoom meetings. They are a great resource and something I hope folks will use even after it is not the 
only option available. Feel free to ask me how that is possible. 
  
The question I get the most is when we will be together in person again? The church is still preparing for that day, 
while a date is not set at this moment keep your ears open. Until that time comes we will continue with our online 
services (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm on Facebook and CRMaryvilleTN.com/watch). Even when we gather again in 
person, if that does not feel right for you for whatever reason we will continue to offer an online experience too. 
 
During this time we want to allow everyone to feel safe 
and comfortable while also encouraging each of us to 
stay connected. If you have any questions feel free to 
reach out to us! 
  
Thanks for being here wherever you are. 
 

Matt Hall 
mhall@1stchurch.org 

Amidst all the fearful events surrounding COVID-19 it is especially 
reassuring to have a place to call home where it is possible to "social 
distance" from others in comfort.   
 
During this time, the weekly church housing rotation has been 
suspended, but room available in the Transitional Housing program has 
kept families safe in one spot.    
 
What a blessing! 
 
It is amazing that is the case during this crisis but then, God indeed has 
a hand in all things. 
   
Please stay safe. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
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Even as activities slowly resume at 1st UMC, it may still be a long time 

before people are gathered at tables inside the building.  Until then, 

the mission of the Welcome Table continues as a “to go” service. 

 

We are thankful for Chef Amelia and her volunteers who are here 

every Thursday to get the food ready and to bring it out to the cars. As 

always there is no charge or qualifying for the meal, just come and let 

us serve you.  

 



Welcome Table 

General Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Ron Hammond  Gerald & Betty Smith 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Ernie Blankenship  Karl & Sherry Miller 
Ernie Blankenship  Bill & Judy Clabough 
Ernie Blankenship  Cathy Watson 
Ernie Blankenship  Peter & Karen Gale 
Ernie Blankenship  Neal & Jo Wormsley 
Ernie Blankenship  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Ernie Blankenship  Charlie & Barbara Barton 

Memorials & Honorariums 
In Honor of:   Given by: 
Catherine Nance Moe & Suzanne Click 
Catherine Nance Trendsetters Sunday School 
Catherine Nance Larry & Lynn Ladd 
 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Ron Hammond Doug & Emily Smith 
Ron Hammond Karl & Sherry Miller 
Ron Hammond Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Ron Hammond Phil & Amy Large 

Local Missions 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Ron Hammond Keith & Wanda Hawkins 

Children’s Backpack Ministry 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Ernie Blankenship  Gerald & Betty Smith 
Ernie Blankenship  Doug & Emily Smith 

Celebrate Recovery 

In Memoriam: 

Mitchell Flynn 
Joined First Church 

December 1968 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
 

Leslie & Steve Shuman in the death of Leslie’s 
mother, Betty Horn who died on May 31st. 

 
Darrell Watts in the death of his mother, Linda 

Buchanan who died on May 15th. 
 

Katie Lawson in the death of her mother,  
Iva Martin on May 12th 

John Allen 
Joined First Church 

February 2008 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Ron Hammond  Julia Harrell 
Ron Hammond  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Ron Hammond  Paul & Caroline Goddard 
Ron Hammond  Bob & Lila Eby 
Ron Hammond  George & Kitty Faulkner 
Ron Hammond  John & Janie Wendelken 
Ron Hammond  Gordon & Nancy Ridenour 
Ron Hammond  Cecil M. Parkinson 
Ron Hammond  Bill & Genie Kilday 
Ron Hammond  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Ron Hammond  Emmit & Betty Rawls 
Ron Hammond  Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Bob Brim   GK & LL Reichelt 
Dennis Raines   Ed Harmon 
Dennis Raines   Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Jack Cooper   John & Marion Paulk 
John Allen   Nick & Martha Cotter 
Jack Porter   Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Mitchell Flynn   Marilyn Johnson 
Mitchell Flynn   Bo Henry 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jack Porter   Doug & Emily Smith 

Camp Wesley Woods 

In memory of:   Given by: 
John Allen   Cathy Watson 

Men’s Ministry 

In honor of:   Given by: 
Catherine & Brad Nance Trendsetters Sunday School  

Good Neighbors 

Compassion Counseling 

In Honor of:   Given by: 
Catherine Nance Trendsetters Sunday School  

Discretionary Fund 

In Honor of:   Given by: 
Catherine Nance Charlie & Barbara Barton  

Holston Conference Camps 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jack Porter  Charlie & Barbara Barton  
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