
ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

The 

Sunday School classes write 
members’ names on prayer lists 
asking for healing. We comment on 
facebook, “prayers for healing!”  We 
tell friends and loved ones, “I will 
pray that you get well.”  
 
What do we really believe about 
healing? More importantly, what 
does healing mean? Did you know 
that there are services of healing in 
the United Methodist Book of 
Worship?  (The introductory 
paragraph to the services contains 
the statements highlighted to the 
right.) 

 
During the month of June in the 10:30 contemporary 
and traditional worship services, the preaching theme 
is BE WELL. Our scripture will come from Luke’s 
gospel which has more healing stories than any other 
gospel. Hopefully, we will gain a more complete 
understanding of healing beyond what happens after 
a ten-day round of antibiotics! 
 
On Sunday evening, June 28, at 6:30, we will offer a 
service of healing in Wesley Hall. This service is 
steeped in tradition, prayer, confession, and silence. 
There is opportunity for being anointed with oil. You 
can read more about services and prayers of healing 
at the website www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/
book-of-worship; scroll down to the section on 
HEALING. 
 
There is much talk now about health care and 
advances in medicine. What do Christians mean 
when we talk about being made well? I look forward 
to joining you in worship as we explore these stories 
together! 
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Phone: 865-982-1273 
You can find individual staff contact information and a 

printable staff listing under the “Inside 1st” tab at:  

www.1stchurch.org 
Email: info@1stchurch.org 

 

1st UMC Staff 

*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 
 
 
 
 
 

      In June and July there will only be one printed 
edition of “The Church Bell.” 

      If you have a story that you would like to have 
told in the “Bell”, please contact Clayton Hensley 
(Director of Communications) at                               
chensley@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273. 
Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are on 
the Friday before publication on Monday.  

     You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a 
digital edition which often includes interactive links 
and “extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition 
please visit the “Happening at 1st” section at 

www.1stchurch.org . 

 
 
 
 

                 June Sermon Series 
 
June 7th 
The man with the unclean spirit 
Simon’s mother-in-law 
Luke 4:31-39 
 
June 14th 
Healing of the paralyzed man whose friends lower 
him from the roof 
Luke 5: 17-26 
 
June 21st - Father’s Day 
A father asks Jesus to heal his son 
Luke 9:37-43 
 
June 28th 
Luke 8:40-66 
Jesus heals Jairus’ daughter and an unnamed 
woman who touched Jesus’ garment 

 
Service of  healing 

June 28th at 6:30 pm 
Wesley Hall 

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee of Church 
Street United Methodist Church invites you to a 
reception honoring the Rev. Andy Ferguson who 
is retiring after 43 years of service in the United 
Methodist Church. Rev. Ferguson served as an 
Associate Pastor here at 1st UMC from 1991 to 
1995. 
 

Retirement 
Reception 

 
Sunday, June 14th 

2:00 to 4:00 pm 
 

Parish Hall 
Church Street UMC 

Knoxville 

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/email-bell-sign-up
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1st News Offices on the move 
If you’re looking for the church office it is now 
located in the middle hallway on the upper level 
of the church.  As you come in the door next to 
the Porte Cochere, the office is right there on the 
corner.    
 
The pastors’ offices, program staff and 
administrative offices are also located on the 
middle hallway, making it easier to find everyone.  
Work is now underway on converting the old 
church office space into new classroom and 
meeting space. 

 
 

The office moves are just part of the progress 
made in the renovations over the past couple of 
weeks.  As staff members get settled in to their 

new digs, workers 
are busy with 
renovations in the 
children’s area 
downstairs.  For 
the past couple of 
weeks crews have 
been taking down 
the ceiling tiles and 
starting work on 
tearing down walls 
to make room for 
some new 
bathrooms, offices 
and classroom 
space.  Work on 
the area is 
expected to last all 

summer.  In the meantime, all children’s and 
youth Sunday School classes as well as Kid’s 
Own Worship  are meeting in the rooms across 
from Asbury Hall. 
 
In the Sanctuary, the new vents for the heat and 
air system are beginning to take shape.  New 
lighting fixtures have arrived as well, and crews 
will soon be putting them into place.  

On Pentecost Sunday, May 24th, folks got a little treat 
after worship.  There were several cookie cakes 
served up in honor of the birthday of the Church! 

 

Mission accomplished 
A special thank you from the Outreach Team to all who 
participated in purchasing food to fill the buckets and to 
those volunteers who assisted in packing the buckets that 
will be sent to Sakubva, Mutare, Zimbabwe.   
 
Our goal was 75 buckets; however thanks to the 
generosity of the Sunday School Classes and 
individuals, we had a total of 85. How great to know 
that our congregation is so willing to reach out to others in 
need.  
 
The Ishe Anesu (God with 
Us) Project is located 
within the Hilltop United 
Methodist Church in 
Sakubva.  This is an after 
school project designed to 
provide education to 
underprivileged 
children,orphans, and the 
poorest of the poor.The 
current enrollment is 60 
children.  The project 
provides two meals a day 
plus helping the women to 
learn basic skills as 
sewing, baking, and 
cooking special meals.  Our 85 food buckets will assist the 
people at Ishe Anesu in their mission work. 
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Picnic planned! 
On June 18th at 11:00 am, you are invited to the Asbury Place Pavillion on Sevierville 
Road for the UMW Summer picnic.  There will be a box lunch provided by Asbury’s 
Bistro.  The cost is $10 per person.   
 
You can purchase tickets from 
Donna Doede (865-856-0276) or 
Mary Kay Hamlin (865-228-4536).  
Reservations are needed by  
Friday, June 12th.    
 
 

 
Kayce Castenir, the Maryville District UMW Language Coordinator will present the program at this year’s picnic.  
 
 

Drug bottle collection box! 
Doctors in Malawi need small bottles for dispensing prescription medicines to their patients.  To help them, you are 
asked to bring EMPTY, CLEAN, prescription bottles with the labels removed, to the church.  The collection box is 
located outside of Asbury Hall.  Please, no large bottles or vitamin bottles!  The United Methodist Women will collect 
the bottles periodically and mail them to a collection point in the U.S. to be forwarded to Malawi.  If you have any 
questions please contact Betty Smith  at (865-983-7172). 

Summer Sampler 
speakers 
This past Sunday, 
Mathiang Gutynin, 
one of the Lost Boys 
of Sudan was a guest 
speaker at the 
Summer Sunday 
School sampler.   
 
Pictured on the right  are members of the Bridge 
Builders Class which hosted that day’s sampler. 
On June 7th Gordo Watson of the Trendsetters 
Class is the featured leader, followed by Frank 
Rankin of the Bible Study Buddies on June 14th, 
Fred Finney of the New Covenant class on June 
21st and Mike Dowlen of the Inspiration class 
on June 28th.  

Prayer shawls 
You and others throughout the Holston 
Conference did much more than just heed the 
call when it came to making pocket prayer 
shawls for Annual Conference.  The Board of 
Laity asked for 1500 of them to hand to people 
attending Conference next week at Lake 
Junaluska.   When all the shawls were turned in 
and counted, there were 10,000 of them!   Way 
to Go Holston!   Leaders at the Conference 
Center in Alcoa are working to find other ways 
to use these prayer reminders.  Rev. Sarah 
Slack will also be using some of them as part of 
an altar design at Annual Conference next 
week at Lake Junaluska, NC.  

Work at Wesley Woods 
On May 8th, several folks 
from 1st UMC-Maryville 
were part of a work force of 
25 people from across the 
Maryville District.  The group 
raked leaves, hauled brush, moved debris and cut grass 
around Camp Wesley Woods Tipton Lodge and other 
buildings.   
 
Together the group worked a combined total of 100 hours 
and made great progress getting the Camp ready for this 
week’s opening to Summer campers. More district level work 
days are planned for the year. 
 
In attendance from 1st UMC were Bill Mueller, Sandy Miller, 
Mike Maher, Brad Lunde and Sara Gregory.  After lunch that 
day, several of the 1st UMC’ers hiked up to the water falls 
before returning back to Maryville. 
 
 

Tractor Needed 
Camp Wesley Woods is in need of a good used, 35 to 40 HP 
tractor to do some work there.  A grader blade and front 
loader attachment are needed along with the tractor.  If you 
can help, please contact Rev. Catherine Nance here at 1st 
UMC at 982-1273 or email her at cnance@1stchurch.org. 

Box lunch items 
Turkey Club Croissant w/bacon, lettuce and tomato. 

Pickle 
Assorted chips, 

Greek pasta salad 
Fresh fruit cup 

Bottled water 

mailto:cnance@1stchurch.org
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Music: 
Each Sunday at 7:35 am -  
Morning Glory Chorus 
Each Wednesday at 7:30 pm - Chancel Choir 
 
Committee Meetings: 
June 7th at 11:45 am - YMAT 
June 11th at 7:00 pm - Trustees 
June 16th at 7:00 pm - Witness Team 
June 22nd at 6:00 pm - Finance Committee 
June 29th at 7:00 pm - Church Council 
 
 
Knit Together Ministry group meets on June 11th 

and  July 9th. 
 

1st UMC Book Club meets on June 15th.  
 
 
A full weekly calendar is available online at 
www.1stchurch.org in the “Happening at 1st” section. 

Happening at  

Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org  or  982-1273   

Do your kids wanna see a great movie for just  
4-bucks?  Ms. Denise and Ms. Carmen are 
planning trips to the Foothills Theater to see a 
couple of movies and they want your kids to come 
along.  Just have your kids (along with their $4 for 
the movie) here at the church at 9:45 on the movie 
days listed below!. 

 
June 11th - How to Train Your Dragon 2 

June 18th - Monsters vs. Aliens 

The first night of Vacation Bible School was full of 
excitement, learning and singing.  “Sherpa” Jenny and a 
mountain adventurer named “Trek” kicked things off. 
Together the children learned that “God has the power to 
provide.”   

 

This year’s theme is Everest: Conquering challenges with 
God’s Mighty Power. VBS runs through Wednesday.  
Many thanks to this year’s volunteers for putting VBS 
together and to all the parents, grandparents, etc. who 
brought kids here each night to learn and have fun!   

Here’s a look at this year’s VBS t-shirt! 

After weeks of practice and preparation, the Joy 
Singers Choir took off on Monday, June 1st for their 
annual choir tour.  In addition to the singing stops at 
area nursing and assisted living homes, the group also 
spent time taking in Wonderworks, Circle G Ranch and 
Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies.  Along the way, the 
choir sported their VBS shirts for everyone to see.   

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/happening-at-1st
mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
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More than a hundred people have been coming to 
Celebrate Recovery-Maryville each week and the 
ministry continues to grow and transform lives.   
 

Upcoming speakers and topics include: 
June 10th - Lesson 1: Denial 

June 17th - Brenda Clark 
June 24th - Lesson 2: Powerless 
July 1st - Rev. Catherine Nance 

 
What makes substance abuse a problem worth 
addressing?  (Taken from DIG and Substance Abuse 
Intervention) 

 
“In the US, substance abuse is by far the most 
common cause of premature and preventive illness, 
disability and premature death.  Drug abusers 
themselves are not the only ones who suffer—their 
families and friends are affected too.  So are the 
people whom drug abusers may injure or kill while 
intoxicated, and the families of those victims.  This is 
where a substance abuse intervention could save you 
family’s well-being” 
 
Come to Celebrate Recovery on Wednesdays for love 
and support. With God’s help we are reaching 
individuals.  This is a growing ministry and everyone is 
welcome.   

Men’s Bible Study 
Thursdays starting June 4th at 6:30 am 

Panera Bread  in Alcoa 
(This will be the set time and place for meetings  

during the summer) 

 
Contact Owen Ragland for more information. 

Great news! 
In the two weeks since 1stUMC hosted Family Promise, Army Vets Micah and Kris 
are now able to exit the program as soon they find a three bedroom house or 
apartment to move their children, Kayla and Ryan, into!  No doubt all of you 
wonderful volunteers are smiling from ear to ear and have a warm glow as I do.  It’s 
because of you and the hard work of these precious families that they are able to get 
the hand up needed to get through a difficult time in their lives. 

  
 As a thank you all volunteers for Family Promise are invited to a special event next month. 

 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION PICNIC  
Thursday, July 9th  

6 to 8:30 p.m. at the Field of Dreams 
 2729 Middlesettlements Road, Maryville, TN 37801.   

(Travel approximately 1 mile past Middlesettlements United Methodist Church & watch for the signs.)  

 
Family Promise Founder, Karen Olson, will be present!  Come meet the woman who started an entire movement 
across our country and the other local volunteers who are impacting those in need in Blount County!  All food and 
goodies are provided by Family Promise.  All volunteers are asked to please show up.  See you there!   

Trip planned for June 9th! 
If you enjoy breathtaking views from the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, scenic waterfalls and a little bit of history 
then sign up to go to Brevard, North Carolina on 

June 9th.   
 
Mae Owenby has a trip for 
adults planned to the Land of 
Waterfalls.  While there you 
will have a meal at the Pisgah 
Restaurant on the Parkway, 
see Looking Glass Falls and 
visit the Cradle of Forestry 
Museum.  You’ll  just need 
money for two meals. The 
bus will leave at 8:30 am and 
arrive back around 7:30 pm. 
The places you’ll visit are all handicapped friendly!   
 
Please call the church office at 982-1273 to sign up 
or go online to www.1stchurch.org and look for “event 
registration.” 

http://www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Our Church Family 

You’ve been hearing about “The City” 
for some time now and we are getting 
closer to launching it to the whole 
church.   
 
Right now, the concentration is on 
getting key groups like Church Council 
and Sunday School classes using “The 
City.”   
 
 

 In addition, we need parents whose children attend Sunday 
School or other children’s events at the church to sign up, as 
“The City” will be the primary means of signing in children 
when the renovations in the children’s area are finished.  
 

The City is…. 

 a group based communications tool aimed at helping grow 

disciples of Christ 

 a multi-layered communications platform that will help 

people connect with 1st United Methodist Church 

 a tool for organizing events 

 a platform for letting people know about specific service 

needs within the church 

 a communications tool where you can interact without 

being logged in, via your email address 

 a communications tool that features its own app for apple 

or android devices 

 a tool that provides a way for groups to interact when they 

are apart, like Sunday School classes during the 
upcoming renovations 

 The primary means for the new children’s check in area 
coming late this summer at 1st UMC  

 

How do I join The City? 
Over the next few weeks we will be sending out invitations to 
many of you before doing the full launch later this summer. 
Because The City is synched with the church database 
(ACS), you won’t have to do much at all.  Please watch for 
your invitation email and just follow the instructions to set up 
your City account.  

Nathan Irwin, Youth Director 
nirwin@1stchurch.org  
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Christian sympathy extended to: 
Neal Wormsley in the death of his mother on May 20th. 
The family of Al Dockter who died on  May 26th. 
 

In Memoriam: 
Albert William Dockter 

Joined First Church: October 1945 
Joined the Church Triumphant:  May 26, 2015 

Memorials 

Recovery Fund 
In memory of:                         Given by: 
Roy Smith              Ginny M. Vigrass 

Memorial Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Lorene Kimbrough  Susan N. Cole 
Lorene Kimbrough  William E. Harmon 

Organ Fund 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Al Dockter   Sara Margaret Depew 
Al Dockter                       A.B. & Eula Gray Goddard 

Sunday Service & Fundays 

On the Service Sundays we will be going out into 
our community to serve. We will meet at church, 
go out to dinner together, and then either visit 
some of our shut-ins or help someone who 
needs some light labor at their homes. Nathan 
will let you know the week before what the full 
plans are. 

Fundays will be fun day trips like tubing, movies 
or go-carts depending on the weather and group 
interest.  

 

Upcoming Youth Events: 

Tuesday June 9th  -  Funday 10 am to 7 pm 
Sunday, June 14th - Sunday Service 5 to 8 pm 
Thursday, June 18th - Funday 10 am to 7 pm 
Sunday, June 28th - Sunday Service 5 to 8 pm 
 

Monday June 29th through July 3rd 
Youth Assembly at Emory & Henry College 

 
Sunday, July 5th through Friday July 10th 

Mission Trip to Grundy, VA 
 
There is a Back to School Beach Blast trip also 
planned for mid July.  Details coming soon.  
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The next edition of The Church Bell will be published in July! 

Come celebrate the rich history of 1st United Methodist Church—Maryville! 

July 5th, starting at 10:30 am 

Maryville Greenbelt Amphitheater 

A bbq dinner will be served following worship.  Donations appreciated 
to cover the cost of the meal.  Also, please sign up online or call the 
church office at 982-1273 to let us know how much food to get! 

*Special music from the choirs of 
1st UMC and Broadway UMC 
 
*Rev. Charles Maynard is the 
guest speaker 
 
*Jesse Gregory, IBMA award 
winner provides special 
entertainment following worship. 

Learn more at www.1stchurch.org 



Everest VBS at 1st UMC has 
been an exciting event so far.  
With two more nights to go (as 
this newsletter goes out), there 

is still plenty of fun left to go 
around.  From the theme song 

“My God is Powerful,” to the fun 
dance moves of the “Power 
Shuffle,” this year’s VBS has 

been really “cool.”    

To see more pictures from this 
year’s VBS just visit 

www.1stchurchevents.org.  

http://www.1stchurchevents.org/registration/

