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What comes to mind when you hear the
three words Vacation Bible School? If
you grew up going to this special event
each summer, you know how much fun
it can be. If you are a parent you know
how much children can learn about God
in just a few days (along with a few
songs that will get stuck in your head)!
On the last day of May here at 1st UMC,
children will embark on an adventure
where they will learn to conquer
challenges with the help of God’s Mighty
Power. No mountain is too high when
God’s involved!
In this edition, you’ll get a preview of
Everest Vacation Bible School, find
out where to register, and where to go
online to see all that’s happening once
VBS begins.

Vacation Bible School takes a lot of
planning and wouldn’t be possible
without volunteers. Go to page 5 for
more on how you can help make this
year’s VBS a success!
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You can register
for VBS at all of
these places!

Vital signs

1st UMC Staff
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net

The financial report above only includes the general
operating fund and does not reflect any designated
contributions such as those made toward the Easter
offering, the Building Fund, UMCOR, or Memorial Gifts.

Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

This year’s Easter offering, which was designated for the
church’s next Habitat for Humanity build, has risen to
almost $19,000. What an outstanding response!
We praise God for each of you, and thank you for your
continued faithfulness and generosity as we partner
together in ministry and mission!

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.113

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

ameliageis@yahoo.com

Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

Phone: 865-982-1273
You can find individual staff contact information and a
printable staff listing under the “Inside 1st” tab at:

www.1stchurch.org
Email: info@1stchurch.org

Rev. Sarah Slack, her husband Dave and 1st UMC Contemporary
Worship director Chris Lee all helped lead the recent Discovering
Authentic Worship Conference held at both Kodak UMC and Mafair
UMC (in Kingsport).
The event featured special speakers, music and workshops.
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Making progress
Crews working on the renovations here at 1st
UMC have been making quite a bit of progress.
New office spaces in the middle hallway have
been taking shape and some are nearly ready for
use.
The main church
office will be
moving to the
opposite end of
the hallway from
the Wesley Hall
kitchen. Folks
coming in from the
doors next to the
Porte Cochere will almost immediately see the
church offices. All other staff offices will be moving
to this hallway,too. The old office spaces are
becoming classrooms.
Meanwhile, the Sanctuary is filling up with supplies
for the heat and air system, new lighting and more.
All the carpet, tile and furniture have been
removed and renovations of the Sanctuary should
be finished by mid-July.

Sunday School Sampler
Begins May 24th, 9:15 am in Asbury Hall
May 24th—Soujourners Class, Mike Maher
May 31st– Bridge Builders, Special speaker,
Mathiang Gutynin (Lost Boys)
June 7th Trendsetters, Gordo Watson
*Full schedule available online at
www.1stchurch.org/#/1st-ministries/sunday-school

1st News
Transformation in Texas
Our friends from Latvia, and folks here in the US supporting
them, had a Texas-sized celebration last month. Ron & Carol
Werker from 1st UMC were at this year’s Friends of Latvia
gathering, hosted by Grapevine FUMC. The theme was
Transformation from Romans 12:2. There were 16 Latvian
ministers and some spouses gathered along with 75 people
from across the country. During the course of three days,
the Latvian ministers gave reports from each of their
churches. Pastor Vivita from our sister church in Kuldiga
provided an update on the ministries happening in that
church.
 A secondhand day where clothing is given to people in
need
 Making gifts for street people
 Shoebox gift project (small toys for children)
 Soap in the park project (hand out soap to those in need)
It was suggested that
the Friends of Latvia
meeting be held in
Latvia next year! If any
of you are interested in
learning more about
the churches in Latvia
or the friends group
contact Ron & Carol
Werker. Believe them
when they say “we
have much to learn
about hospitality and
sharing the love of Jesus, and the Latvians are so on fire as
we walk hand in hand to serve God in mission together!”
*There is a special prayer request for the Kuldiga and Cesis
Churches. Both are in need of local pastors. Please keep them in
your prayers.

Hands-on mission buckets for Zimbabwe

These pocket prayer shawls made by people here at
1st United Methodist Church, Maryville are on their way
to Annual Conference. They will be given to all lay and
clergy members attending Annual Conference in June.
They serve as reminders that someone is praying for
the work they are doing and the ministry of the UMC.

Needed items:
1 bag sugar (4- 5 lb.)
1 bag self-rising flour (4 - 5 lbs.)
1 bag rice (2 lb.)
1 bag dried beans (2 lb.)
1 powdered milk (10 oz. or less)
1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less)
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less)
1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less)
Canned Ham
(one 2-lb size or two 1-lb size)
Please keep items at home until May 22nd. The buckets will be
filled on May 30th. More information can be found on the church
website under the “1st to Serve” tab.
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1st News
Helping friends battling cancer
We hope to start a new Cancer Support share group at
. If you are interested in this, please
contact Jan McCoy at 865-384-7307.
Here is an excerpt from cancer.net on ways you can support a
friend battling cancer.













Ask permission - before visiting, before giving advice, before
asking questions. And make it clear that saying no is perfectly
okay.
Make flexible plans that can be easily changed in case
something comes up or your friend needs to cancel or
reschedule.
Don’t be afraid to make plans for the future—this gives your
friend something positive to look forward to. Be careful not to
come across as pushy or demanding though.
Be humorous and fun when appropriate and when needed.
Allow for sadness - do not ignore uncomfortable topics or
feelings.
Make time for a weekly check-in phone call. Let your friend
know when you will be calling, and let your friend know that it
is okay to not answer the phone.
Offer to help with specific tasks, such as taking care of
children, taking care of a pet, or preparing a meal. Many
people find it hard to ask for help, and your friend will likely
appreciate the offer. However, if your friend declines an
offer, don’t take it personally.
Try not to let your friend’s condition get in the way of your
friendship. As much as possible, treat him or her the same
way you always have.
Ask about interests, hobbies, and other topics not related to
Cancer- people going through treatment sometimes need a
break from talking about the disease.
If you aren't sure how to help, ask.

Be sure and come out on Wednesday nights to see miracles in
the making! Better yet, get involved and see how it can change
YOUR life.

Wednesday nights are filled with God’s spirit as the church’s
ministry continues to grow. Last week
nearly a hundred people came out for Celebrate Recovery and
there have been several guest speakers, each sharing their
reasons for helping with this vital ministry.

CR Maryville has just been certified by the
Future church office location
national
organization
You are invited to celebrate this milestone.
Wednesday, May 13th
6:00 pm—Light meal
7:00 pm—Worship

A mission to do more!
Great news for Family Promise! Those of you
who helped host this past February remember
Stephen and Jessica and their three daughters,
Kalyn, Heather and Sarah. With their hard work
and your loving volunteerism they were able to
move into a transitional housing apartment!
Praise God!
1st UMC hosts again next week (May 10
through May 17). One of the current guest
families is a husband and wife with two children.
Both parents are veterans. Dad works full time
and Mom part-time, yet they still can’t afford
housing. If you aren’t already part of the Family
Promise Mission you can help these brothers
and sisters of Blount County who aren’t looking
for a hand out, just a helping hand up.
This is how it works.
First, to qualify as a guest for this
program the families must: a) be homeless, b)
include at least one child, c) pass a screening to
verify they are drug free and have no criminal
record or mental illness.
Next, to lend that helping hand you must
complete a one time training lasting
approximately one hour.
Finally, YOU can help during a host week
by serving in one or more of the following
capacities:


Dinner Host - eats with the families and
hangs out. (5:30-7:30 p.m. weekdays)



Set Up/Break Down - Sunday school rooms
become bedrooms and vice versa.



Overnight host - sleeps at the church. (Guest
families leave by 7:00 a.m. except Sat.)



Saturday Host - spends a morning, an
afternoon or perhaps longer if you’re
agreeable.



Provide food - families and hosts love to eat
what you provide.

Become part of this vital mission. For further
information or to get trained please contact the
1st UMC coordinator, Mavis Ziegler at
mavisziegler@yahoo.com or call (865) 748-0532.
If you’re calling on a weekday kindly wait until
after 3:00 p.m.
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Children’s Corner
Contact:

Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org or 982-1273

Help needed!
It takes a lot of planning to make Vacation Bible School
a success and that’s where YOU come in! In addition
to a number of opportunities for volunteering during
that time, help is needed getting this big event set up.
Below is a list of items we are collecting to create this
year’s “base camp.” It is the place where children will
embark on their journeys to conquer life’s challenges
using God’s mighty power. If you have any of these
items please consider letting us borrow them during
this year’s VBS (May 31st through June 3rd).

May 31st—June 3rd
6:00 to 8:00 pm

Vacation Bible School is coming MAY 31st! Registration
is underway for this exciting event. There are
several places where you can register your children for
the Everest adventure and learn more about it.

www.1stchurch.org
Just look for VBS 2015 on the home page.











Hiking boots
Sleeping bags
Small pop-up tents
Lanterns
Gloves
Climbing ropes
Snow skis
Picks
Backpacks










Camp Cook-out items
Buckets
Sun goggles
Shovels
Ski clothing
Fire pit
Faux rocks
Artificial Christmas
trees of all sizes!

www.1stchurchevents.org/registration
In addition to being able to register for VBS, you can
also meet this year’s Bible Buddies, learn some of the
Bible points and stories and get a taste of the songs
children will be learning this year. During VBS, there will
be regular updates on the events website.

www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
If you go to the church facebook page, look for the VBS
Registration tab under the cover picture.
*Registration forms are also available in the church office.

Memorials
In memory of:

Troop tackles ten miles
Temperatures dropping to as low as 22-degrees
didn’t stop these 10 Boy Scouts and three of their
leaders (from Troop 81) as they tackled the Piney
River Gorge trail near Spring City last month.
The 10-mile trail follows an abandoned narrowgauge railroad bed that crosses the gorge via a
suspension bridge. The cold temperatures made
the warm campfire even more welcoming.
*Scouts started the month of May attending a
Camporee at the Sequoyah Birthplace Park.
1st UMC’s own Rev. Parker Benson was there to
lead worship on Sunday morning.

Memorial Fund
Dorothy Walker
Dorothy Walker
Dorothy Walker
Dorothy Walker
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Gerry & Jane Sanders
Henninges Automotive
Homer & Betty Isbell
Charles Family

Building Fund
Roy Smith
Roy Smith
Roy Smith

J.R. & C.M. Chippi
Marilyn Hoffman
Jo Webb

Welcome Table
Juanita Morton

Leland & Lisa Blackwood

Celebrate Recovery
Dane McCoy
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Frances Duggin

Our church family

WELCOME TO

Here are folks who have joined our
church recently.
Pat and Rob Carroll

Be sure and take time to welcome them to
the 1st United Methodist Church Family!

Karen & Roger Page

Brenda Clark
Nathan & Crystal Irwin
Alara and Isaac
Brad Nance

Melissa, Donald and
Nicholas White
Marilyn & Bill Johnson
Marcia & Mark Prill
Carol Benson

Johanna Lynn McAllister

New members NOT pictured:
Mary Abbott
Joann & Van Myers
Sarah Redden
Robert Linkins
Digit Mollish
Jennadee Morgan
Ed Chastain.

Morgan & Steve
Lucy & Sanders Feather

Matthew, Denise & Peyton
Ruckart

Betty,
Louise & John Spence
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Sunday Commitments: May 10th

Sunday Commitments: May17th

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Steve & Ruth West
Martha Ragland





10:30 Contemporary
Barbara & Roger Campbell
Wayne & Sharon Anglim
10:30 Traditional
Gary & Ellie Doughty
Betty & Leonard Adams

Greeters:
 8:15 Traditional
Doug & Virginia Hardwick
Lila Eby
Clara Ousley

Come celebrate a milestone!
July 5th at 10:30 am
Maryville Greenbelt Amphitheater
More information at:

Acolyte:
Sophie Shepherd

www.1stchurchevents.org



10:30 Contemporary
` Madison & Brett Coulter
Tim & Trish Badgett



10:30 Traditional
Owen & Leslie Ragland
Audrey Pettis
Acolyte:
Elizabeth Giffin

Sunday - May 10, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
7:35 AM Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School.
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Youth, 152

Sunday - May 17, 2015
7:35 AM Morning Glory rehearsal, 249
8:15 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hall
9:15 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Contemporary Worship, Wesley Hall
10:30 AM Traditional Worship, Asbury Hal
11:45 AM VBS Orientation, Wesley Hall
6:00 PM Youth, 152

Monday- May 11, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
10:00 AM United Methodist Women -Circle 2, 204
7:00 PM Recovery, 12 Steps (Women), 205

Monday - May 18, 2015
10:00 AM Book Club, 205
6:00 PM Finance Meeting, 254
7:00 PM Recovery - 12 Steps—Women, 205

Tuesday - May 12, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128

HAPPENING AT

Wednesday - May 13, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study (Session 2), 205

Tuesday - May 19, 2015
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study, 205
6:00 PM Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Pickleball, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM AA, 128
7:00 PM Witness Team, 205
Wednesday - May 20, 2015
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study, 214

Celebrate Recovery
6:00 PM Light Meal , Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM The Landing program for youth
8:10 PM Share Groups

Celebrate Recovery
6:00 PM Light Meal , Asbury Hall
7:00 PM Worship, Asbury Hall
7:00 PM The Landing program for youth
8:10 PM Share Groups

6:30 PM Covenant Bible Study (Session 2), 254
7:00 PM Dude’s Study, Taco Bell
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249

6:30 PM Covenant Bible Study, 254
7:00 PM Dude’s Study, Taco Bell
7:30 PM Chancel Choir, 249

Thursday - May 14, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM VFW 10855, 254
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday - May 15, 2015
Family Promise Host Week
10:00 PM Covenant Bible Study (Session 1), 205

Thursday - May 21, 2015
6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study, 214
10:00 AM UMW Board, 205
5:00 PM Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
6:00 PM Youth Ladies Study, Panera Bread
7:00 PM AA, 128
Friday - May 22, 2015
10:00 AM Covenant Bible Study—Session 1, 205
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Nathan Irwin, Youth Director
nirwin@1stchurch.org
Please get ready to welcome our new Summer Youth intern.
Maggie Hobbs is currently on a mission trip, but will be
coming to 1st UMC at the end of May. She is 20-years old
and from good old Knoxville, TN. She did a year of college at
UT then decided she didn’t dig it, packed up a backpack and
traveled the world doing God’s work for 9-months. She is
currently finishing up time in Nicaragua and excited to be a
part of the 1st UMC youth group when she gets back.
The things she misses the most in America are biscuits and
gravy, dishwashers and tile floor that isn’t white.
Our new summer intern, Maggie Hobbs says
she “can’t wait to meet all of you!”

Youth Summer Trip Dates
Jr. & Sr. High Assembly - June 29th through July 3rd
Grundy, VA Mission Trip - July 5th through July 10th
Charleston Beach Trip - July 19th through 21st
The next edition of The Church Bell will be published on May 18th!

