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Send us a postcard!
by Rev. Catherine Nance

When my daddy would go on business trips, there were
two things his five children could count on. We each got a
“little soap” from the hotel when he returned (which was a
big deal back then!) AND we would each receive a
postcard in the mail from him. One of those postcards
would be the picture of the Holiday Inn with a circle around
one of the windows and Daddy’s handwriting – “This is my
room.” It kept us connected.
When you tell me that you’re going to be gone for the next
two or three weeks on vacation, I always ask that you bring
back a bulletin from where you worshipped. Yes, it is
important – especially for children – to have some kind of
worship experience while traveling. You may have to make
your own bulletin!
I would also ask that before you leave town, you remember
to stay faithful to your pledge. Our annual budget is $1.72
million which means we need about $33,000 per week. Of
course, our expenses are not neatly divided into fifty-two
equal disbursements. In the month of April, for example,
much of our Vacation Bible School materials and literature
were paid for, our general liability and workman’s
compensation insurance was due, and we paid for a
quarter of the year’s Sunday School and Bible study
curriculum. Extra expenses are incurred as youth and
mission teams take the vans on trips. It is just like at your
house; we budget for all of the regular things and plan for
the extras.
We are doing fine financially; this is just a friendly reminder
before you leave town on that vacation! While you are
gone, we are still here! Please remember to mail your
offering or give online. You can go to www.1stchurch.org
and scroll to bottom of page to the dollar sign icon . The
GENERAL OPERATING option is what provides for all of
the ministries and day-to-day operations of our church. The
Building Campaign goes toward funding the renovations
that were just completed. I will write more about that in the
next newsletter.
Thank you for your generosity which helps us share God’s
Good News in our church, in our community and around
the world. Your giving is your expression of thankfulness to
God for all of His good gifts!

Blessings to you!

New sermon series starting this Sunday!
June 5th - Communion
Galatians 1:1-13
June 12th – Persecutor turned Preacher
Galatians 1:11-24
June 19th – Justified by Faith
Galatians 2:15-21
June 26th – One in Christ
Galatians 3:23-29
July 3rd – Freedom in Christ
Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Music Specialist for
Children and Youth Choral Music
We have strong and vital children’s and youth choir programs. In
looking at future needs and dreams, the music department has
determined it is time to hire a part-time Director of Children and
Youth Choirs. Terry Wilson will continue to supervise these
programs and Susan Daves will continue to lead our handbell
choirs. The new position would primarily be responsible for
directing the older elementary and the youth choirs. Please see
below for the job description or visit the “Inside 1st” section of
www.1stchurch.org.
12 to 15 hours per week position.
The ideal candidate will have experience in conducting choirs and
working with children.

Responsibilities







Work with the Senior Minister and Director of Music in planning
for children’s and youth choirs
Supervise volunteers and accompanists working with children’s
choirs and youth choirs
Conduct the older elementary choir
Conduct the youth choir
Recruit and instruct accompanists/directors for each choir
Plan choir tours as needed

Requirements




A person committed to Jesus Christ and to the United Methodist
Church.
A person with a music education and skills to work with
volunteers.
A person with a kind and compassionate personality that
embraces people who carry a variety of
cares and concerns.

Please send cover letters and resumes to:
1st United Methodist Church
c/o Joey Smith, SPRC Chair
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, TN 37803
or email:
info@1stchurch.org

Staff
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

ext.113

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

ameliageis@yahoo.com

Technical Director
Samuel Williams
swilliams@1stchurch.org
Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder

982-1273

Ashley Katherine Poteet graduated from UT College of Business in Marketing.
Parents are Donnie & Katherine Poteet. Grandparents are Tom & Helen Click.
Elizabeth Russell-Kennedy graduated from UT Chattanooga with a BS in Education. She
is the sister of Will Russell.
Morgan Danielle (Johnson) Morgan graduated from LMU with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Nursing. She is the daughter of Chris and Dan Johnson.

Congratulations
College Grads

Savana Hodge graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration with a
concentration in Marketing and a focus in Spanish from Belmont University. She is the
daughter of Tom and Mary Anne Hodge and the granddaughter of Jerry and Frances
Hodge.
Bryan Calloway graduated from Virginia Tech, Magna Cum Laude with degrees in
Aerospace Engineering, Math & Physics. His parents are Marty & Kellie Calloway. His
grandparents are Libby Lewis & Helen Calloway.

Playground & Landscaping
Update

1st News

The children are excited to have a new playground here at the church.
Workers installed it earlier this month next to the Friendship Shelter.
We are also thankful to be able to pay for our new playground. The $30,000
was mostly funded from your faithful gifts toward the Operating Budget.
This was one of those unplanned purchases but a necessary purchase.
The good news is that it is here and ready before VBS begins!
We are thankful to receive so many positive comments about the
landscaping. The Trustees have been working for several years to
provide the vision and oversight to see this project come to fruition. The
landscape architect is Penland Studios and the landscape company is
Little Green Garden. It is not part of the building renovation campaign,
but has been funded partially from bequests to the church as well as
some funds from the Maintenance Reserve which is a Trustees reserve
accrued from (you guessed it) the Operating Budget. As you can see,
your faithful and generous giving accomplishes a great deal.

Mission Buckets
Thanks to your generosity and hard work, we were able to exceed our
goal of filling 100 hands-on-mission buckets. In the end 124 buckets
were filled, It only took about half an hour for a group of 25 to get the
job done. Can you say AMEN!
Soon the buckets will be loaded up and taken to the district collection
point at Fairview UMC, then they will head to Lake Junaluska where
hundreds more of them will be added as the hands-on-mission project
is celebrated at Annual Conference.
Eventually they will make their way to the Ishe Anesu Misison in Zimbabwe.

Purse Project
On Monday, May 23rd, one of our new small groups, led by Crystal
Irwin and Tonya Brinkley, decided to take action and pack purses for
homeless and needy women. They packed more than 15 purses. At
their next meeting the group will determine the best means of
distributing the purses.
In the photo:
(Left to Right) Linda Dilgard, Suzanne Click (obscured), Betty Spence,
Crystal Irwin, Tonya Brinkley and Suzanne Stratton.
Other group members include Cheryl Coleman, Kathryn King, Alane Lambert, Greta Smith and Kim Tracy.

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 3

1st News
Mission teams heading out in June
Throughout the history of 1st United Methodist Church, people
from the church have headed out to mission fields all around
the globe. In June, two more teams will go out to serve as the
hands and feet of Christ.
On June 12th, a group of eight folks from 1st Church will leave
for New Jersey. While there they will work with “A Future With
Hope,” an organization created to help with Superstorm Sandy
Relief. At press time, the group had not been given their
destination, but you
can keep up with the
team’s progress on
the church’s social
media channels.
The 2014 NJ Mission
Team at Somer’s Point, NJ

On June 24th, another team heads out for a journey across
the Atlantic to the nation of Latvia, which is on the Baltic Sea.
The team will return to the states on July 5th. The team’s visit
to Latvia continues a strong partnership between 1st Church
and the Kuldiga United Methodist Church.
While in Latvia the team will
help with Vacation Bible
School; help build a kitchen
at the church; visit shut-ins;
and participate in worship
services.
Members of the 2014 Latvia
Mission Team pose for a picture
with members of the Kuldiga
United Methodist Church.

As both these teams get set for their journeys, continue to
keep them in your thoughts and prayers.

Holston Annual Conference is coming up on
June 5th through June 8th
Lake Junaluska, NC
Please be in prayer for the ministers and
others who will be attending.
Lay members:
Phil Large, Teresa Morton, Kelly Morgan
District at Large Member:
Rob Goddard
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1st Worship Nights is not taking a break during
the summer…in fact we are taking things up a
notch! This Sunday, June 5, at 7:00pm, part
of our band and part of the band from Kodak
UMC will be leading worship in Asbury by “in
the round” style. It will be acoustic guitars,
keyboard, voices, and lamplight.
On Sunday July 3rd, we will have a potluck
dinner at 6:30pm, with bluegrass/folk/country
worship with guitars, upright bass, and more.
Then on Sunday August 7th, Terrie Winkle
will be leading an acoustic service that you
won’t want to miss.
Come experience God with us at 1st Worship
Nights this summer!

Become a COMPASSion Rose
The COMPASSion Counseling Center is
thinking about the courageous women
who have inspired people to become
their very best. With that in mind, the
folks at the center are looking for some
COMPASSion Roses.
Just make a donation to the Center in
honor of an inspirational woman in your
life and the money will be used to
provide counseling to women who can’t
afford to pay the full cost.
Visit www.CCCMaryville.org or call the
center at 865-724-2325 for more
information on giving in this way.

by Sandy Hodson

On May 18 we celebrated our first anniversary of being a part of the
Celebrate Recovery National program. In July we will be celebrating
three years of hosting a Recovery program at 1st United Methodist
Church. This program is growing and continues to touch so many lives.
Everyone is in some form of recovery through hurts, habits, or hang-ups. I thought I would share a story to show
you that Celebrate Recovery is not all about drugs and alcohol. This is “Claire’s Story”:
I’m Claire, a grateful believer in Jesus Christ, who struggles with co-dependency and an eating disorder.
Growing up, I felt a lack of love and nurture from those I loved best. As a result I developed the habit of trying hard
to control my circumstances and relationships. This resulted in people pleasing and an eating disorder.
For years I tried to fill the void in my life with food, things, and relationships. But it was a void only God could fill. I
was hurting. People had harmed me and I was the only person I could trust. I didn’t even trust God.
I wanted my life to be over.

Almost three years ago I found Celebrate Recovery. And finding it, I have found myself again. I had been lost for
years, just running through the motions. Celebrate Recovery has been to me as the church should be. I feel safe
to be myself there, and I am learning to trust others again. Now I know that I can’t heal my own wounds; only
Jesus Christ can do that. I have finally found the freedom in church that I was always told I should have as a
Christian: Freedom to be me without a mask, and freedom to love others and receive love from them.

Come to Celebrate Recovery!
Each Wednesday Night (Asbury Hall, lower level)
5:30 pm Light Meal 6:30 pm Worship 7:40 pm Share Groups
June 8th - The Shine Effect June 15th - CR Meets at Maryville Junior High School
June 22- The 7 Reasons we get stuck

The next host week for Family Promise is
coming up quickly. From June 5th through
June 12th, volunteers will be hosting
homeless families here at the church as part of
our ongoing commitment to this program.
Without volunteers, this wouldn’t be possible.
For more information on volunteer
opportunities with Family Promise here at 1st
UMC, please contact Mavis Ziegler at
mavisziegler@yahoo.com
or call her at 865-748-0532.

UMW Annual Picnic
Ladies of the church are in invited to join the UMW at our picnic
on June 16th. It is held at Asbury Place Pavilion and will begin
at 11:00 am.
Tickets are available at a cost of $11.00. Reservations can be
made by calling Donna Doede (856-0276) or Linda Richards
(233-0722) by June 12. Your box lunch will contain a turkey
croissant, chips, salad, cookie and water.
The program for the picnic will be our own Marilyn Johnson and
"The Church Ladies." This group has been together several
years and they are coming together again to entertain us at the
picnic. It’s going to be great fun! Invite a friend or neighbor
and come out for some great fellowship.
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VBS Mission Project - by Denise Johns
This year , the children at Vacation Bible School will be collecting money to
support Vacation Bible School in South Asia. Hope for Today provided
15,000 children with Bible School last year. This year, the organization is
aiming to provide this opportunity to 20,000 children!
The children in Asia attend a week long VBS where they receive spiritual and
physical nourishment for a mere $5 per child! I do not know of anywhere
else where that can change a life for so little money. Please consider
partnering with this wonderful organization to change the lives of many
children giving them the gift of God’s word.
Please have your children bring their donations with them to VBS here at 1st
UMC, June 12th - 15th. There will be special canisters to collect the
donations of coins and bills all week long! In addition, there will also be a
canister located in the children’s registration area throughout the month from
now through the end of VBS.

News
Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org

Vacation Bible School is almost here!
Have you registered?

June 12th - June 15th
6:00 to 8:00 pm each night
(For 3-year-olds through rising 5th graders)

REGISTER ONLINE
AND LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS GREAT EVENT AT:
WWW.1STCHURCH.ORG
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Memorials & Honorariums

In memory of:
Van Myers
Van Myers
Van Myers

Building Fund
Given by:
Gayle Fox
Marvin & Jimmie Eaves
Michael & Susan Duke

Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
Given by:
Dane McCoy
Martha Ragland
Jack VanHooser
Dan & Jan McCoy
In honor of:
Jane Sanders
In memory of:
Mary Anna King

Given by:
Kathleen Stewart
Handbell Fund
Given by:
Evensong Handbells

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Mary Ann Burchfield
Garst Sunday School Class
Mary Ann Burchfield
Hope Lewis
Thomas Pearce
Northside Christian Church
Martin Schuele
Marvin & Jimmie Eaves
Martin Schuele
Janet Harville
In memory of:
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
Doris Requa

Music Fund
Given by:
David & Deloris Alexander
Karl & Sherry Miller
Judy Keller
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Jim & Susie Curtiss
Jeffrey & Emily Thompson
Stephen & Jennifer Daves

Pastor’s Benevolent Fund
In honor of:
Given by:
Church Staff
Hope Lewis
In memory of:
Mildred Biehler
Doris Requa
Doris Requa
In honor of:
Susan Daves

Welcome Table
Given by:
Marvin & Jimmie Eaves
Pinkstaff & Simpson Headrick
1st UMC Staff
Given by:
Gene & Frances Lovell

Our Church Family

Happening at
Sundays
* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury
June 5th
7:00 pm 1st Worship Nights, Asbury
June 5th— June 12th
Family Promise Host Week
June 12th—June 15th
6:00 pm Vacation Bible School
June 12th—June 18th
Youth Mission Trip to Cincinnati
June 26th
7:00 pm Conversation Matters (Topic TBD), Asbury

Mondays
*6:00 pm Small Group - Pettis, 205
*7:30 pm Small Group - Irwin, 201
June 13th
10:00 am UMW Circle 2, 205

June 20th
6:30 pm Book Clubs, 254
June 27th—July 1st
Jr./Sr. High Youth Assembly—Tennessee Wesleyan
June 27th
7:00 pm Church Council, 202

Tuesdays
*7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Wednesdays
* Noon
* 5:30 pm
* 6:30 pm
* 7:40 pm
June 15th

Noonday Worship, Sanctuary
Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)
Celebrate Recovery is at Maryville Junior High!

* 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal
June 8th
Dinner and a Movie (Youth), Time and place TBD

Thursdays
* 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, Panera Bread - Alcoa
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
June 9th
6:30 pm Trustees, 202
June 23rd
Tubing in Townsend (Youth)

Saturdays
* 9:00 am Ladies Step Study, 205

In Memoriam:
Shirley Anderson
Joined First Church: November 22, 1970
Entered the Church Triumphant: May 24, 2016

If you have a church related event you would like us to
promote please look for the link to the event promotion
form in the “Happening at 1st” section of
www.1scthurch.org. Information should be submitted a
month before the event.
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Each week there is something planned for youth this summer. That includes
three overnight trips (Cincinnati, Charleston, and Athens, TN). Below is a look
at the summer schedule. If you need more information please email Nathan at
nirwin@1stchurch.org or call him at 982-1273.
June 8th
Dinner and a Movie
June 12th—18th
Youth in Mission trip to Cincinnati
June 23rd
Tubing in Townsend
June 27th - July 1st
Jr./Sr. High Assembly at Tennessee Wesleyan
July 7th
Lake trip to Louisville Point
July 11th
Swimming at Springbrook Pool
July 21st
Kentucky Splash with Broadway UMC Youth
July 24th - 27th
Beach Trip to Charleston

The cost for Youth in Mission and Assembly are
$125 each, but if you attend both of them then the
cost will only be $200.
The beach trip costs $75 plus money for food and
souvenirs.
Day trips will have minimal costs of $10 to $15

www.1stchurch.org
ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

