
Thou Shalt Not!  

by Rev. Catherine Nance 

During the summer, our worship services will focus on the Ten Commandments. Some of you have these 
memorized. They are the source of debate from time to time. Jesus was asked about them – usually as a trick 
question from a Pharisee! 

Are they simply rules?  

Is there a time when it is okay to lie? Does the prohibition against killing extend to war? Didn’t the Israelites kill 
people? Is it okay to remarry after divorce? Do we still count that as adultery? 

In many conversations about the Ten Commandments, we sigh and/or laugh and say, “Thank goodness for 
grace and forgiveness!” 

I encourage you to read the Ten Commandments in your Bible. 
You will find them in Exodus 20 and also in Deuteronomy 5. You 
will be blessed to hear from different voices during this series.  

This week, May 27th, Pastor Sarah and I will give an introduction 
to Moses and the story leading up to the “Handing Down of the 
Commandments.”  The following week, June 3rd, we will all 
celebrate Vacation Bible School and hear the same story the 
children are hearing in Session One about Jesus calling the 
Disciples. 

Then, we begin our series. You will be blessed to hear from a variety of voices in the coming weeks. Chris 
Lee, Rev. Doug Smith, Rev. Ron Hammond, and our newly appointed Associate Minister, Matt Hall, along with 
Rev. Slack and I will be rotating through the coming weeks. It will be good to hear from different perspectives 
and styles on this important section of our scripture. 

Below is the schedule of topics. I look forward to seeing you this summer! And remember, if you are visiting 
another church while on your vacation travels, bring back a bulletin AND take a picture of you and Flat Jesus 
(more about him and how to share pictures on page 3 and at 1stchurch.org/flatjesus ).  

May 27 Exodus 19:16-25 Introduction to Moses and The Ten Commandments 
June 3 Matthew 4:18-25 Vacation Bible School Sunday! Jesus Calls the Disciples  
June 10 Exodus 20:1-6 Commandments 1 & 2 No other Gods; no idols  
June 17 Exodus 20: 7 Commandment 3 Do not use God’s name in vain  
June 24 Exodus 20:8-11 Commandment 4 Honor the Sabbath  

July 1 Exodus 20:12 Commandment 5 Honor your parents 
July 8 Exodus 20:13 Commandment 6 Do not kill 
July 15 Exodus 20:14 - 15 Commandments 7 & 8 No adultery & no stealing 
July 22 Exodus 20:16-17 Commandments 9 & 10 No lying & no coveting 

SUMMER SERMON SCHEDULE  

http://www.1stchurch.org/flatjesus


It probably feels like it’s 
been a year since the 
directory photographers 
were here (it was actually 
in February), and many 
people have been asking 
“When will I get my 
directory?”  Here’s an 
update on the process: 
 
The first proof arrived a 
few weeks ago and is in 
the process of editing.  
Once  RE:Member Church 
Directories receives the 
final revisions, the new 
directories should arrive 
here within 4 to 5 weeks.  
Right now, it looks like we 
should be getting them  by 
mid-July.   
 
Once they arrive, the 
families that are pictured 
in the directory will receive 
their complimentary copy.   

 
From now until the new 
directories arrive, you can 
always use the online 
church directory to get the 
information you need.   
Over the next few weeks, 
we will begin updating it 
with the new pictures.   
 
Learn more about getting 
access to the online 
directory by visiting the 
church directory page at 
1stchurch.org.  You’ll find 
it under the “Inside 1st” 
tab. You can also use the 
form on that page to send 
us your most current 
contact information so we 
can make sure it is all up 
to date online.  
 
 

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice      982-1273 

Contact the Staff 
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David Large was awarded  
an MBA/JD degree from the 
University of Tennessee in 
Knoxville on May 10th.  He 
will be moving to Portland, 

Oregon where his wife, 
Anna, has a staff position 

with Young Life.  Amy & Phil 
Large are the proud parents.  

Church Directory Update 

Russell Richardson 
graduated with honors 
from Union University 

on May 19th.  This 
summer, he will work 

as a campaign 
manager for a state 
senator running for     
re-election in West 

Tennessee. In August, 
he will begin graduate 

school at Hillsdale 
College in Michigan 
studying philosophy 
and political science  

Tim & Adele 
Richardson are the 

proud parents.  

Holli Hodge graduated from the University of 
Tennessee Knoxville on May 3rd with a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration in Supply Chain 

Management.  The proud parents are Tom &           
Mary Anne Hodge. The proud grandparents are 

Frances and Jerry Hodge. 

Congratulations! 

Welcome to 1st UMC! 

Please welcome Dawson Lantz 
Kitts to 1st UMC.  Over the 
summer he will be serving as 
an intern with 1st Youth 
Ministries.  He is currently a 
rising sophomore at Tennessee 
Technological University where 
he is studying Vocal Music 
Education.   

Dawson was born and raised in 
the United Methodist Church 
and says the church has a 

special place in his heart. He is excited to have the 
opportunity of working with Nathan and the youth 
group adding he “can’t wait to see what this summer 
has in store!”  

http://1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory
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Flat Jesus 
 
This is shaping up to be an exciting summer and 
there’s one guy who wants to spend it with you, your 
family and your friends.  On Sunday, May 20th, 
everyone was introduced to Flat Jesus. He wants you 
to take him along on your trips, outings and wherever 
you go, to help serve as a reminder that Jesus is 
always with you.   

 
People have already been 
taking him to a few places 
around Maryville including the 
Public Library and to school.  
We also got word that he’ll be 
taking a trip out to Yellowstone 
National Park, Alaska and even 
as far away as Kenya.  If you 
didn’t pick up Flat Jesus on 
Sunday, we have extras for you 
in the church office.   
 

 
As you take him out, be sure and take pictures of him 
in the places you visit (we would love to see you in 
the pictures too!).  Be sure and share the photos on 
social media using #1stFlatJesus.  You can also email 
them to chensley@1stchurch.org and we’ll post and 
share them for you.   Where will you be taking Flat 
Jesus this summer? 

1st News 

Opportunities to help 

On a mission to pack 200 buckets! 
 
This Sunday is the last one for bringing in items for the 
Hands-On Mission buckets.  Our goal is to have enough 
items to pack 200 of them and we are well on our way 
to reaching that goal.  In addition to all the items brought 
in April and last Sunday, you have given nearly $2000 
for the Outreach Team to pay for shipping the buckets 
and buying other items needed for them.  If you would 
like to donate money to fill one bucket, the cost is $35. 
 
There are a couple of other ways you can help us wrap 
up this project.  The first is helping sort and count the 
packets of Splenda.  Come by the church anytime 
during the day and we’ll get you started.   
 
The second opportunity comes on June 3rd (during the 
Sunday School Hour) when you can help pack the 
buckets.  This is always a fun time, especially for 
families, to help in this hands-on mission project.   
 
After the buckets are packed they will be delivered to 
the Smoky Mountain District collection point, eventually 
making their way to Annual Conference at Lake 
Junaluska then the long trip across the ocean to the 
Ishe Anesu Mission in Zimbabwe.  
 

Welcome Table is in need of someone to work every 3rd 
Thursday at the beverage table.  The volunteer needs to 
be here at 4:30 and stay until the guests are gone which 

is somewhere around 6:15 pm.  

There is also need for someone to work in the dish room 
on the 1st Thursday of every month.  

If you can help fill either of these slots, please give   
Susie Curtiss a call at 984-2712. 

Chef Amelia needs help cooking and needs a 
dishwasher for Wednesday nights at CR.  Please contact 
her at ameliageis@yahoo.com or call the church office at  

982-1273 if you are interested in helping in either of 
these areas.  

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
mailto:ameliageis@yahoo.com
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1st News 

Learn more and sign up at: 
www.1stchurch.org/joy-fellowship 

or call 982-1273 .   

 
Summer picnic 

June 21st @11:00 am 
Pearson Springs Park 

 
School’s out and people are getting ready to head out 
for Memorial Day Weekend.  Yes, the unofficial start to 
summer is here and the United Methodist Women are 
inviting you to a great event coming up in just a few 
weeks.  
 
The group’s summer picnic is June 21st.  This year, it 
will be at the Pearson Springs Park Pavilion just down 
the street from the church.  
 
Come enjoy box lunches from McAlister’s Deli and 
entertainment from the Rare Aire Harmonica players 
as well as fellowship with the UMW.  
 
Tickets are $10 and are available during the Sunday 
School hour or by phone.  Just call: 
 
Linda Richards 281-558-4040 
Mary Kay Hamlin 865-228-4536 
 
Hope you can join the UMW for this special event! 

Dancing the night away! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Earlier this month dozens of people came out to Asbury 
Hall for a special night of dancing. The Maryville-Alcoa 
Civitan Club started hosting these dances for people 
with developmental, physical, and intellectual disabilities 
in the 1980s.  1st  United Methodist Church welcomed 
the club to its facilities around the year 2000 and each 
year since there has been a Christmas and a Spring 
dance for everyone to enjoy.   
 
An average of 80-90 folks arrive to a large table of 
refreshments and soft drinks which are provided by club 
members and a yearly donation from Walmart.   
 
Dillon Davis, local DJ and owner of Murlin’s Music 
World, has volunteered his services for the past 30 
years to provide the music for the enthusiastic dancers 
who fill the floor (some on walkers, some in 
wheelchairs) with their friends and our club members.   
 
The people participating in these dances look forward to 
them with high anticipation. The Civitan club has 
received numerous accolades for the great facilities 
provided by 1st UMC as a safe, easily accessible, and 
wholesome venue.   
 
This fall you can expect to see the club back here at the 
church as they volunteer to cook and prepare the hot 
dogs at the “Fall Festival at 1st”.  The club’s 
participation helps them show their appreciation for 
having a “home” for the dances.   
 
Mary Cate, Audrey Pettis, Suzanne Rhoden and 
Howard Yarnell are 1st Church members and are also 
members of the Maryville-Alcoa Civitan Club.  We offer 
our heartfelt thanks that our special friends are welcome 
here. 
 
*Thanks to Howard Yarnell for contributing this article.  
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www.crmaryvilletn.com 

Each Wednesday Night 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

Coming soon to 

June 6th 
Rev. Parker Benson 

June 13th 
This will be a bittersweet night as 

we bid farewell to Rev. Parker 
Benson who is retiring.  Come 

hear Parker’s last message for us 
as we continue to  

celebrate recovery.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stay tuned to our social media 

channels and other 
communications for other events 

in the works for Parker’s 
goodbye. 

June 20th 
Spiritual Inventory Part 2 

Rev. Catherine Nance 
 

Learn to focus on mind, 
body, family and church and 

how all these things work 
together in healthy lives.  

 
 
 
 
Those who help with Family Promise will be pleased to learn of the progress of guests who called 1st UMC home 
from  April 8th to 15th. Two families have moved into transitional housing with one soon moving into permanent 
housing.  
 
It is because of your service, these families are able to overcome obstacles that no doubt seemed insurmountable 
before entering the Family Promise program. Homelessness is real.  
 
1stUMC along with other area churches are doing something about ending homelessness one family at a time. 
Please plan to help during the next host week July 15th -22nd. You'll be glad you did.  
 
Blessings,  
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large  
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC  

On June 6th, CR will be 
meeting across the street 
at Maryville Junior High 
School.  Children may 
attend Vacation Bible 

School at the church from 
6:00 to 8:00 pm.  

You can register children 
for VBS at 1stchurch.org.  

 
There will be  

NO CHILDCARE AT CR 
ON JUNE 6TH! 

Let us examine our ways and 
test them,  

and let us return to the Lord.  
 

Lamentations 3:40  



Summer fun ahead! 
*The mission trip to Cincinnati is now full.  However, you 

can still sign up to be on the waiting list in case any 
openings become available.  

 
Sunday Study @McAllister’s 

May 27th 
June 3rd, 10th, 24th 

July 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th 
 

On these Sundays, the youth will meet at McAllister’s for 
dinner and Bible study at 6:30 pm.  All youth are invited 

and bringing a friend is encourages. 
 

June 14th - Tubing in Townsend 
(details coming soon) 

 
*June 25th through 29th  

 Jr./Sr. High Assembly at Emory & Henry College 
 

July 17th - Main Event in Knoxville 
 
 

More details on these summer events and others can be 
found on the church website.  Just look for “1st Youth” 

under the “Grow with 1st” tab.  

Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth  

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

The place for fun this summer! 
 
Now that school’s out it’s time to really start thinking about what you’ll be doing during the summer.  We hope 
those plans include Vacation Bible School here at 1st UMC.  This is an event children will be talking about (and 
singing about) for weeks after the fun here at the church ends.  Come join, Romper the River Otter, the 1st UMC 
Vacation Bible School Band and go on a ride of a lifetime down the Rolling River Rampage.   
 
Here are a few things to remember: 
 Kickoff is June 3rd at 9:15 am 
 Worship Celebration is June 3rd at 10:30 am during Contemporary Worship.  
 Dinner is each night at 5:30 pm.  
 Nightly sessions are from June 3rd through June 6th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm with a live band bringing you the 

VBS songs each night. 
 VBS is open to children ages 3 to rising 6th graders. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

VISIT WWW.1STCHURCH.ORG/VBS TO LEARN MORE AND TO REGISTER 

http://1stchurch.org/grow-with-1st/1st-youth
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org


In memory of:   Given by: 
Melba Knight  Tim & Trish Badgett 
Don Watson  Tim & Trish Badgett 
Rev. Tom Stanley Tim & Trish Badgett 
Don Watson  Iris Mustapich 
Marceil Peery  Leland & Lisa Blackwood 
Rev. Tom Stanley Leland & Lisa Blackwood 
Jane Robinson Leland & Lisa Blackwood 

In Memoriam 
Marvin Eaves 
Joined 1st Church 
November 14, 1976 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
May 17, 2018 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Welcome Table 

Music Fund 

Memorial Fund 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Katie & Preston Brinkley   L.&B. Brinkley 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Rev. Tom Stanley Ike & Rebecca Sewell 
June Cochran  Joey & Greta Smith 

Celebrate Recovery 

Missions Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Robinson Bob & Lila Eby 
Jane Robinson Buena Rankin 
Jane Robinson John & Carolyn Kristy 
Jane Robinson Tim & Trish Badgett 
Jane Robinson Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Jane Robinson Bob & Phyllis Bostick 
Jane Robinson Bucky & Susan Colclough 
Jane Robinson Joey & Greta Smith 
Jane Robinson David & Louise Berry 
Jane Robinson Ben Long 
Jane Robinson Allen & Betty Leatherwood 
Jane Robinson Allen & Betty Leatherwood 
Jane Robinson Tom & Gloria Ruckdeschel 
Jane Robinson Merle & Claire Growden 
Jane Robinson Nancy Martin 
Jane Robinson Carolyn Foster 
Jane Robinson Alice Linkle 
 

Music Memorial 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marceil Peery  Grant & Laura Burchfield 
Marceil Peery  Buena Rankin 
Jane Cannon  Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Rev. Tom Stanley Charlie & Barbara Barton 
Marceil Peery  John Cochran 
Jane Robinson Ernest & Anne Hand 
Jane Cannon  Ernest & Anne Hand 
Marceil Peery  Ernest & Anne Hand 
Rev. James Benson Ernest & Anne Hand 
Marceil Peery  Wayne & Lucille Peery 
 

Christian sympathy extend to: 
Jimmie Eaves and  family in the death of Jimmie’s husband,  Marvin  who died on May 17th.  

Bonnie Parker and family in the death of her husband Bill who died on May 18th. 
Margaret Thomas and family in the death of her husband Tommy on May 14th. 

 

Bill Parker 
Joined 1st Church 

October 13, 2013 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

May 18, 2018 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Cannon  Charla Cannon 
Jane Cannon  William & Carolyn Hall 
Jane Cannon  3.5 65 Tennis Team 
Jane Cannon  Don & Karen Feather 
Jane Cannon  Garst Sunday School Class 
Jane Cannon  Marvin & Jimmie Eaves 
Jane Cannon  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Jane Cannon  Bob Haresnape 
Jane Cannon  Bucky & Susan Colclough 
Jane Cannon  David & Louise Berry 
Jane Cannon  Bob & Marilyn Byrd 
Jane Cannon  Ben Long 
Jane Cannon  Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Jane Robinson Dwain & Jane Pesterfield 
Jane Cannon  Phillip & Judy Smith 
Rev. James Benson Gene & Frances Lovell 
Jane Cannon  JoAnn Myers 
Jane Cannon  Ernie & Pat Blankenship 
 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Cannon  Larry & Lynn Ladd 

Food Connection 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Jane Cannon  Stephen Daves, Sr.  
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 
www.1stchurch.org 

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on June 4th 
 If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is June 1st. 

Red, white and bluegrass! 
Wild Blue Yonder returns on July 1st with great tunes for this 
churchwide  Independence Day weekend tradition.  The 
church is providing the BBQ, all you need to do is let us know 
you’re coming and bring a side dish or a dessert to share.  
This will also be a great time to meet our new associate 
pastor, Matt Hall who starts work that day.  
 

Sign up at www.1stchurch.org/bbq Learn more about this important 
conversation at 1stchurch.org  

http://www.1stchurch.org/bbq
http://1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st/conversation-matters

