
 
The Gift of the Spirit 
Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
In just a few weeks, we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday, when we remember God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to 
Jesus’ first followers. Peter interpreted that gift as the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy that God would pour out the 
Spirit on all people in the last days. 
 
 
What an incredible gift it is! In Hebrew, the word for “spirit,” is ruach, which can also mean “breath,” or “wind.” 
Notice how God creates everything in Genesis 1—he speaks everything into existence. It is an exercise of 
God’s ruach, God’s breath or spirit. In Genesis 2, he animates lifeless clay into human life by breathing the 
breath of life—God’s ruach, breath, spirit—into the man’s nostrils. 
 
 
In the Old Testament, God’s Spirit rests upon a judge here, a prophet there, an occasional anointed king, but it 
is rare for God’s Holy Spirit to fill anyone in the first thirty-nine books of the Bible. In fact, the phrase “holy spirit” 
appears only three times in the entire Old Testament. 
 
 
The New Testament, however, begins with the Holy Spirit filling Jesus at his baptism, and only after receiving 
the Spirit does Jesus teach, preach, heal, exorcise demons, or restore life. In the Greek language of the New 
Testament, Jesus is filled with the holy pneuma, which also means “spirit,” “breath,” or “wind.” 
 
 
It is this same pneuma, this Holy Spirit, that fills his disciples at Pentecost, and it is the gift that God continues 
to give through all generations of the church. Imagine that! The same Spirit that created the earth, inspired the 
prophets, gave wisdom to the kings, empowered Jesus Christ, and filled his disciples, is the Holy Spirit that 
God offers to us now! 
 
 
My heart overflows with gratitude for God’s generous gift of the Spirit. My heart sometimes aches that we do 
not fully embrace and cherish its power to transform people, communities, and world in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Maybe the best way to celebrate the gift of the Spirit is to use the power of the Spirit to proclaim the love 
of Jesus Christ to the entire earth that God breathed into existence. 
 
Jonathan 
 



1st News 

Introducing our new Assistant Director of Music 
from Dr. Dwight Dockery (Director of Music) 
 
I am thrilled to announce on behalf of the SPRC the appointment of Dr. Jennifer 
Olander Anderson as our new Assistant Director of Music. Jenny comes to us 
with experience in Presbyterian, Lutheran, and United Methodist churches, and 
she holds degrees in accompanying and collaborative piano.  
 
Originally from Wisconsin, Jenny grew up in East Tennessee before moving to 
Memphis to earn her Doctor of Musical Arts degree, after which she returned to 

East Tennessee. She and her husband Mark now live in Blount County with their two young sons. One of the things 
she is most excited about is being in a church that has active ministries for her boys to be part of. 
 
Jenny’s primary responsibilities at this time – at least the visible ones – will be serving as pianist for the 8:15 a.m. 
worship service, working with handbell ensembles, and filling in for Dwight and Dwain as needed. Her first Sunday 
in worship will be May 16

th
. 
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Celebrating a milestone in their faith 
On Sunday, May 2nd we celebrated the Confirmation 
of eight young men and women, an important step in 
their faith journey. The service happened during 10:30 
worship.  If you missed it, you can watch online on our 
YouTube channel or at 1stchurch.org/watch.  

Expanding and enhancing worship 
As the COVID-19 crisis diminishes we are all looking forward to more familiar 
days ahead. The Holston Conference continues to release relaxed guidelines 
for worship and activities.  At the same time the 1st UMC Church Council is 
discerning the next steps for gathering together.   
 
In-person worship continues each week in the Sanctuary at 8:15  
and 10:30 am. Space is still limited and mask wearing is still required.  
All worship services stream LIVE on Facebook, YouTube  
and 1stchurch.org/watch or you can catch them there later.   
 
Volunteers are needed to keep the streaming going. See page 3 for details. 
(Just a quick reminder that the 10:00 am pre-recorded service has been discontinued.) 
 
STARTING MAY 23rd 
Contemporary Worship returns to 1st UMC 
After more than a year, the sights and sounds of Contemporary Worship will return to Asbury Hall on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23rd at 10:30 am.   

Laying the foundation for mission 
Below is a picture from 1st UMC’s newest Habitat for 
Humanity build.  Thanks to your generosity with the 
Christmas and Easter Offerings, 1st UMC has all the 
money needed for this important mission. The home is 
in Alcoa’s Hall’s Place subdivision.    

2021 Confirmation Class (L to R)  
Isaac Irwin, Blake Ford, Lark Miller, Addyson Dowlen, Sarah Daves,  
Cole Pinkerton, Dalton Ramsey,  Alex Autry (not pictured) 

Photo courtesy of Sara Gregory 
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Ride the Rocky Railway to Summer Fun 
In case you missed the news, Vacation Bible School returns this year, but 
a little later than usual.  On July, 11th, 12th and 13th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
each evening, we take your children on a journey to find out how “Jesus 
helps us pull through!”    
 
This three day event will happen outside. In addition, many of the 
elements of  VBS will be online, including a couple of extra sessions we 
won’t be covering in-person.  
 
While we won’t be opening registration just yet, we are asking for people 
to serve in various roles to help make VBS 2021 a success. If you are 
interested in helping (or helping with Sunday School) please contact 1st 
Kids Ministries Director, Denise Johns at djohns@1stchurch.org or call 
her at 865-982-1273.  

Healing with Celebrate Recovery  
Our hurts, habits and hang-ups present stumbling blocks in our lives and if not 
addressed can leave wounds that we might think can never heal.  A couple of weeks 
ago, Celebrate Recovery began a special  focus on HEALING  that combines the 
Beatitudes Jesus presented in the Sermon on the Mount and the eight healing 
choices of Celebrate Recovery.  If you’ve been coming to CR in-person or watching 
online, we hope this focus is helping you in the HEALING process.  Here’s a look at 
what we’re covering the next few weeks.  
 
May 12th - Rev. Matt Hall 
Are You Really in Control? 
We try to control others, our circumstances, and our own will power, but if we let go, will we lose what we have?  
 
May 19th - Owen Ragland 
Cleansed 
To live with a pure heart and clean mind means we are hiding nothing, and therefore that we have nothing to hide. 
 
May 26th - Rev. Matt Hall 
Changed 
Is it actually possible to overcome our sinful behavior and become a different person? 
 

1st News 

Serving with 1st Kids Ministries 
As we resume vital ministries we find ourselves in need of people willing to serve in several 1st UMC ministries like, 
1st Kids.  In this area, we are looking for loving, patient, nurturing adults who can assist our children’s ministry staff 
and leaders to ensure we have adequate adult presence in every age-level space. You don’t have to be the person 
to prepare the lesson or to lead the program. We simply need more people to reveal both the Lord’s and the 
church’s love to our children through your loving presence. If you are that person or if you know that person, please 
let Denise Johns know at (djohns@1stchurch.org or call 865-982-1273).  
 

Serving with 1st UMC AVL Ministries 
A few weeks ago we began live streaming our worship services again, with an upgraded system that requires a few 
extra hands in our Audio-Video-Lighting ministries.  Right now, we are looking for people to help operate the 
software that keeps lyrics and titles onscreen in Asbury Hall and for all of our online viewers. We don’t need 
someone to generate the content.  Instead, we need someone who can learn to operate the program at 
presentation time. No expertise is needed. The primary qualifications are interest, dependability, and teachability. If 
you are that person or if you know that person, please contact Chris Lee (clee@1stchurch.org or 865-982-1273).  



Welcome Table 

Music Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Bill Benson   Karl & Sherry Miller 
Bill Benson   Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Bill Benson   Scott & Tina Meadows 
Bill Benson   Daniel Shields 
Bill Benson   Nancy Martin 
Bill Benson   Carlene Whitehead 
Bill Benson   Christine Nuberry 
Bill Benson   Jim & Shirley Curtis 
Bill Benson   Bill Curtis 
Bill Benson   Frank & Carol Curtis 
Bill Benson   Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Maxine Humphrey  Margaret Murrin  
Nick Cotter           Doug & Emily Smith 
Bill Benson   Doug & Emily Smith 
Marilyn Davis   Doug & Emily Smith 
Maxine Humphrey  Wanda Prewitt 
Maxine Humphrey  John & Marion Paulk 
Bill Benson   Neal & Jo Wormsley 
Maxine Humphrey  Ben Mary & Michael Mary 
Bill Benson              Walland High School Class of 1961 
Bill Benson   Bill & Elizabeth Pedersen 
Bill Benson   Edward & Dorcas Hunley 
Maxine Humphrey  Pro 2 Serve 
 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Nick Cotter          Heritage Sunday School Class 
Nick Cotter       Kenneth & Irma Blythe 
Nick Cotter   John & Marion Paulk 
Nick Cotter              Pauline Allen 
Nick Cotter   John & Jackie Graham 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Doug & Emily Smith 
Nick Cotter  Gerald & Betty Smith 

Memorial Fund 

Christian sympathy extended to: 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Marilyn Davis  Heritage Sunday School Class 

United Methodist Women 

In Memoriam: 

Donald White, Jr.  
Joined First Church 
February 8, 2015 
Entered the Church Triumphant 
April 22, 2021 

 
 

Melissa White and her family in the 
death of her husband Donald White, Jr. 

on April 22nd.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Erin & Justin Jones on the birth of their son, Waylon Patrick on April 15th.  

William is the Big Brother.  
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