
What season is it?  by: Rev. Catherine Nance 

I found myself sending some Easter cards AFTER Easter Sunday. Instead of scolding myself for not getting 
them out sooner, I reminded myself that Easter is really every day. I had to pause, though, when I peeled the 
first stamp off the sheet and realized all I had were Christmas stamps. Nope, never got those Christmas cards 
mailed! 

What a statement of truth I was making at the post office! Christmas IS every day when we celebrate God’s 
incarnation! Christmas is a time for new birth, new beginnings! Easter IS every day when we celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection! New life, new beginnings! 

There are scripture passages that speak to these new beginnings …. 

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also, he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  (Revelation 21:5) 

When we talk about the church seasons and the ‘liturgical calendar’ (the worship calendar), that is one way to 
mark time and to tell the story of Jesus’ life, teachings, death, and resurrection. But our daily living is not so 
neatly marked; there is an ebb and flow. Births overlap deaths; there are periods of hope and of grieving. But in 
the midst of it all and above it all and through it all is God’s love which offers newness each day. 

Regardless of the day or time of year, I wish you a blessed Christmas and Easter! 

Catherine 

If you have questions about the ‘liturgical calendar,’ here is a quick guide: 

SEASON WHEN FOCUS DURATION 

Advent Four Sundays before 
Christmas Day 

Preparing for the Christ/Messiah; 
focus in on prophetic voices and 
God’s kingdom 

Four weeks 

Christmas December 25 – January 5 Celebrating the birth stories of Jesus Twelve Days 

Epiphany January 6 Visitation of the Magi; God’s  
manifestation to ALL of the earth and 
ALL people 

Until Ash Wednesday  
(number of weeks vary) 

Lent Forty Days (not counting 
Sundays) before Easter 

Time of preparation for Easter; focus 
is on the passion and suffering of 
Christ; drawing near to God 

Forty days;  
ends with Holy Week 

Easter Always on the first  
Sunday after the first full 
moon after the Spring 
Equinox 

RESURRECTION Fifty Days 

Pentecost End of May or early June Gift of the Holy Spirit;  
birth of the church 

Weeks vary; we refer to these  
Sundays as the days after  
Penteocst 



The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice      982-1273 

Contact the Staff 

Church Directory Update 

Many of you have been receiving your pictures from 
the recent sessions with Re:Church Directories. If you 
did not order pictures, your complimentary 8x10’s will 
be shipped to the church and we will hand those out 
with your printed church directory when they arrive. 
 
The layouts and roster for the directory were mailed 
out last week and we should have a proof of the 
directory within a month, then once any revisions have 
been made, the directory should be printed and 
delivered a few weeks later. 

In the meantime, we will be working to revise the 
online directory with the pictures taken recently.  You 
can access that directory via an app on your 
smartphone or on a PC.  To gain access WE MUST 
have your email address in the online directory 
system. If you have questions regarding the online 
directory, please send an email to 
chensley@1stchurch.org  

Congratulations! 
2018 Confirmation Class 

Sidney Jean Daves 

Elizabeth Kate Giffin 

Lincoln Monroe Larson Lila Wren Miller 

Mason Evan Nocton Charles Luke Roberts 

Lauren Olivia Schrock 

Sydney Elizabeth Stratton 

Reid Keener Waters 

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org


1st News 

Doug Hardwick of the 
Blount County 
Beekeepers Association 
presents an introduction 
to the world of 
beekeeping. 
 
Learn about: 
 The hive and its components 
 Personal protective equipment 
 Types of bees and where to get them 
 Where to keep your bees 
 
Come watch the presentation, ask questions and if the 
weather permits, Doug will be bringing some live bees 
for a demonstration.  
 

Lunch is $5.   
Please register online at 1stchurch.org  

or call 982-1273. 

J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch 
Wednesday, April 25th 

Noon in Asbury Hall 

CELEBRATING 
EASTER 

As the sun began to rise on Easter morning, a couple 
dozen people were out on the front lawn of the church 
ready to proclaim the good news of Christ’s 
resurrection. 

A short time later the choir, orchestra and congregation 
joined in the anthem, “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” 
and shouts of “He is Risen Indeed,” Easter morning 
was a time of celebration at 1st UMC.  However, the 
celebrations don’t end there as Easter is more than just 
a day, it’s a whole season ending with Pentecost (the 
birthday of the church) on May 20th.  

If you would like to relive some of the moments from 
Holy Week and Easter, just visit the church website at 
1stchurch.org/Easter .  

THE CHURCH BELL                         Page 3 

THANK YOU! Your generosity helped raise $20,700 for 
through this year’s Easter Offering.   

That money will go toward the next Habitat for 
Humanity home build which is planned for 2019! 

http://www.1stchurch.org/easter


UMW Legacy Fund 
Last month, there was a special “Day of Giving” for United 
Methodist Women around the globe as they work toward a 
goal of raising $60 million for the new Legacy Fund 
Endowment.  This fund will sustain the capacity of future 
generations of United Methodist Women members to carry 
forward the mission of service and advocacy with women, 
children and youth in the United States and around the world 
for the next 150 years. 
  
Achieving this ambitious and forward -looking goal will 
culminate United Methodist Women’s five -year 
150th anniversary celebration. The UMW is already off to a 
good start, having secured $19.6 million. 
  
The Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment with generated 
income that will enable the United Methodist Women to 
distribute grants and scholarships, coordinate work with 
mission personnel and make needed upgrades to 
technological communication systems and much more.  This 
will help lay the ground groundwork for the UMW’s next 150 
years. 
 
Although the special day of giving has passed, it is not too late 
to give. Below are several of the ways you can contribute 
through a one-time gift, a recurring gift or a pledge over time.  

Cash/Check/Credit Card 
Planned Gifts 

Life Insurance Policies 
Matching Gifts 

IRA distributions 
Appreciated Securities 

Online giving at unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 
Text to Give: Text “Legacy 150” to  “41444” 

Local contacts: Linda Richardson, Frances Hodges, Mary Kay Hamlin 

1st News 

Donation Time! 
Your call to “Go Do” has helped feed children at the Ishe 
Anesu Mission in Zimbabwe all year long.  It’s once again 
time to start collecting items for the Hands-on Mission Food 
Buckets. In 2017, 1st UMC sent 100 buckets to the Maryville 
District Offices.  The district goal for that year was 400 
buckets and in the end, there were 1352 buckets for the 
mission project.  
 
This year, we will begin collecting items the last two Sundays 
in April and the last two Sundays in May as part of our 
ongoing Hands-on Go.Do. Projects.   
 
Please look over the items needed in the graphic on the right 
and start bringing them in on Sunday, April 22nd & 29th.  
Different items will be collected in May with all of the items 
being packed in buckets for the Holston Conference Hands-
on Mission Project which last year accounted for more than 
$211,000 worth of supplies sent to Zimbabwe (and Liberia). 

Help give kids the chance to experience the 
wonders of church camp by participating or 

supporting the upcoming Camp Wesley Woods 
Golf Tournament at Egwani Farms Golf Course.   

 

For more information or to sign up for the 
tournament, please visit 

www.campwesleywoods.com .  
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https://www.campwesleywoods.com/2018-team-registration.html
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www.crmaryvilletn.com 

Each Wednesday Night 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

Host Week Update 
 
This is the week (April 8th -15th) that dozens of Maryville 1st UMC volunteers turn our church into a home for the 
three current guest families of Family Promise.    
 
The families are:   
 Lee and Michelle who are expecting to make three-year-old Titan a big 

brother in about five more weeks 
 Samantha and her children, Emerson (boy, 4), Haeden (girl, 2), Evelyn 

(girl, 1), and a baby due in 3 months 
 Briana who is 7 months pregnant. 
 
This important mission helps these families get back on their feet after a major life crisis.  Those who served as 
volunteers during 1st UMC's last host week will be pleased to know Jennifer, Nadecia, Elijah, Dixie and Shyanne 
moved into their own place!   
 
Thank you to everyone who helps these Blount County neighbors get back on their feet following a life crisis.  If you 
are interested in getting involved with this ministry, please let one of us know.  Additional volunteers are always 
welcome and appreciated!   
 
Blessings, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 

April 18th @ 6:30 pm 
Tommy Keeble 

Social Alcoholism 
 

Tommy describes himself as a 
“social alcoholic” who came to 
understand how many things in 
his life needed healing. Come 

hear his story of how Celebrate 
Recovery helped him heal his 
hurts, habits and hang-ups. 

April 25th @ 6:30 pm 
Marcy Ward 

Story of a Survivor 
 

Our own Mary Ward speaks about her experience as 
a woman, a veteran, and an abuse survivor.   



Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth  
nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Summer fun ahead! 
 

May 30th through June 2nd - Myrtle Beach Summer Kickoff 
June 14th - Tubing in Townsend 

June 25th through 29th - Jr./Sr. High Assembly at Emory & Henry College 
July 8th through 13th - Summer Impact Mission Trip, Cincinnati, OH 

July 17th - Main Event in Knoxville 
 

More details on these summer events and others can be found on the church website.  
Just look for “1st Youth” under the “Grow with 1st” tab.  

Denise Johns 
Director of  

1st Kids Ministries 
 

djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Are you ready to experience the ride of a lifetime 
with God!   This summer, 1st UMC brings you 
Rolling River Rampage during Vacation Bible 
School. Along the way, you will discover that life 
with God is an adventure full of wonder and 
surprise and that you can trust God to be with 
you through anything. 
 
The fun begins on the morning of June 3rd as we 
kick off the first session during the 10:30 am 
Contemporary Worship service where everyone will learn a few VBS songs with a 
LIVE band providing the music.   From there, VBS moves to evenings from Sunday 
through Wednesday. 
 
Over the next few weeks, you’ll be hearing more about this year’s Vacation Bible 
School and ways you can help.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make it a success, so 
if you can help out that would be great!   Just visit www.1stchurch.org/VBS or 
contact Denise Johns to volunteer.  
VBS registrations will begin soon.  
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A reminder that there will be a Safe Sanctuaries training session THIS SUNDAY, April 15th at 
11:45 am. This training is for anyone who works with children and/or youth. Sign up online at 
www.1stchuch.org/happening-at-1st . 

L to R: Lila Miller, Reid Waters, Sidney Daves, Sydney Stratton, Elizabeth Giffin,Lincoln Larson, Luke Roberts,  
Mason Nocton, Lauren Schrock 

mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/grow-with-1st/1st-youth
http://www.1stchurch.org/vbs
http://www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st


In memory of:   Given by: 
Don Watson  Barbara Slover 
Don Watson  William & Regina Kosty 
Don Watson  Ernie & Pat Blankenship 
Don Watson  Wayne & Paris Angel 
Don Watson  George & Eileen Jennings 
Don Watson  Jeff & Dudy Deardoff 
Don Watson  Louis & Glenda Drinka 
Don Watson  John & Elsie Nickerson 
Don Watson  Bucky & Susan Colclough 
Don Watson  Charles & Barbara Barton 
Don Watson  Bob & Phyllis Bostick 
John Rollins  Charles & Barbara Barton 
John Rollins  Leland & Lisa Blackwood 
John Rollins  Nathan & Joy Fowler 
John Rollins  Dan & Judy Perkins 
John Rollins  Tom & Jan Morgan 
John Rollins  Tellico Village Prop. Owners 
John Rollins  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
John Rollins  Bookie Reynolds 
John Rollins  Tim & Anna Marie Lomperis 
John Rollins             Tom & Nancy Martin 
John Rollins  Bill & Bettye McCall 
John Rollins  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
John Rollins  Louis & Glenda Drinka 
John Rollins  Elizabeth Wilson 
Virginia Campbell Kristine Tallent 
Virginia Campbell Dan & Chris Johnson 

In Memoriam 

John Rollins 

Joined 1st Church 
November 7, 1982 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
March 14, 2018 

Memorials & Honorariums 

Welcome Table 

Ministry Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bert Reiger  Rieger Family 

Rev. James Benson 
Retired United Methodist Minister 

 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

March 24, 2018 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Hester  Ben R. Long 
Lewis Family  Hope Lewis 
Rev. James Benson Laura Brake 
Rev. James Benson John & Rebecca Sewell 
Rev. James Benson Jim & Connie Barlow 
Rev. James Benson Garst Sunday School Class 
 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Katie McDaniel  James & Phyllis Borden 
(the mother of first great grandson)                         

In memory of:  Given by: 
Ann Hoeksema  Emily Smith 

Celebrate Recovery 

Family Promise 

In honor of:  Given by: 
Amy Large  Trendsetters Sunday School 

 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Virginia Campbell Trendsetters Sunday School 

Music Fund 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Rev. James Benson Bob & Phyllis Bostick 
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The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on April 23rd 
 If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is April 20th. 


