2019 Easter Offering

The Bill Mueller Habitat for Humanity Home Build
Greetings Easter People!
We are a Resurrection people! I am looking forward to celebrating Easter with you
in just a few days! What a glorious day it will be. Sunrise service on the front lawn
at 7:00 am. The 8:15 and 10:30 traditional services will celebrate with orchestra
and special music. The 10:30 contemporary service has lots of joyful music
planned. This would be a wonderful day to invite neighbors and friends to worship
with you! (Check out the invitation you can use on the back of this newsletter.)
We do believe in resurrection, in new beginnings, and hope eternal! We share that
good news in our worship services but we also share that good news of hope and
resurrection in our community. 1st United Methodist Church is known for its
outreach with Celebrate Recovery, Welcome Table, Go.Do. and many others. This
Easter Sunday, we will receive a special offering for Habitat for Humanity.

The Habitat Build is at 225 Bessie
Harvey Ave. in Alcoa.

Since 1994, our church has built 14 houses for families in Blount County. Each
family who lives in a Habitat House is required to give 350 hours of sweat equity
(working on other peoples’ homes as well as their own). They also make monthly
payments before the home is built to save approximately $1,500 for their down
payment.
The total cost of building a Habitat for Humanity House is more than $120,000. Our
church is asked to provide at least $48,000 …. and lots of volunteers! On Easter
Sunday, please bring an offering above and beyond your regular giving that would
offer hope and new beginnings to a family who is already working hard to make
dreams become a reality.
Habitat of Blount County has designated 1st United Methodist’s 15th home in honor
of Bill Mueller. Bill has worked on hundreds of homes through Habitat and has
taught so many volunteers the skills and patience needed to bring hope and home
to folks in our community.

Bill Mueller and his family coming to
Easter Services at 1st UMC shortly
after moving to Maryville. The photo
was in The Daily Times.

Here are ways you can give to the Easter Offering (Make checks payable to First
United Methodist Church):
 Use the special Easter Offering envelopes in the pews and seats
 Simply write “Habitat” in the memo line of your check and place it in the offering
plate during worship
 Give online at 1stchurch.org (Click on the “Give at 1st” tab or scroll down and
click on the $ sign at the bottom of the page).
 Mail your offering to the church at 804 Montvale Station, Maryville, TN 37803.
I appreciate the generosity of this church! Last year, our Easter offering for Habitat
totaled $20,700. Together, I am certain that we can make the difference in the lives
of a family in Blount County.
Blessings to you as we near the end of our Lenten journey and look forward to
Easter Sunday!
Catherine Nance

The Mueller Family at the worksite
for the 2019 Habitat Home Build.

Soon, the children will be coming down the aisle waving Palm Branches as we remember
Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. After we leave the mood becomes
more somber as we remember Jesus’ final days before his Crucifixion.
Holy Week is one of the most important times in the Christian Year. It marks the end of Lent,
a season of reflection and sacrifice that lasts for 40 days. During these final days of the
season we hear stories of betrayal, suffering and the new covenant Jesus represents. All of
the events of this week lead to the Good News of Christ’s Resurrection and the hope it brings
to us all.

Noonday Worship

Monday, April 15th - Thursday, April 18th
Sanctuary
Experience Holy Week through the Gospel of Mark

*A light meal will be served in Wesley Hall following each service

Thursday, April 18th @7:00 pm
Sanctuary
On this evening, we focus on the
new commandment Jesus gives to
us to "Love One Another."
The story of Jesus washing the
Disciples' feet is read and we share
in "The Last Supper" remember
these last moments before the trial
and crucifixion of Jesus.

Friday, April 19th
9:00 am to 9:00 pm
Wesley Hall
This is an ancient meditative
pilgrimage where one walks the
Way of Sorrows with Jesus to his
death on Calvary Hill.
Depicted in twelve visuals, the
Stations highlight pivotal moments
in Jesus’ final hours. On Good
Friday, The Stations of the Cross
will be set up in Wesley Hall. A
guidebook will be available with
scripture lessons and prayers to
help you contemplate the final
hours of the life of Jesus.

Friday, April 19th @7:00 pm
Asbury Hall
During this service the story of the
Crucifixion is read and when the
story is finished, worshipers leave in
darkness.
Good Friday is a reminder of the
hopelessness and finality that was
surely sensed among our Lord’s
followers.
We return early on Easter morning
at the sunrise service (7:00 am) to
shout the Good News that Death
and Hate and Fear are defeated!

It all begins at sunrise

when people gather on the front lawn of the

church .

As the sun comes up, news about the empty tomb where Jesus lay begins to spread.
From there, the celebrations grow with more people, more music and a bigger sense of celebration. The 8:15 and
10:30 Traditional Worship Services begin with the triumphant song, Christ Arose and end with the anthem, How
Excellent Thy Name.
The 1st UMC Chancel Choir and Orchestra along with the pipe organ help fill the Sanctuary with joyous sounds
as the pastors deliver the Good News about Christ’s Resurrection and what it means for us.
In Asbury Hall downstairs, a lot of new and exciting things have been happening at the 10:30 Contemporary
Worship Service. On Easter Sunday, pre-worship music and a special time of fellowship begin at 10:15 as together
we praise God and his good news with uplifting songs and the message
Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!

1stchurch.org/EASTER
There will be a shuttle running from BEHIND Maryville Junior High School to the Porte Cochere
entrance of the church from 6:45 am to 12:15 pm.
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7:00 am Sunrise Service
8:15 am Traditional Worship 10:30 am Traditional Worship
10:30 am Contemporary Worship

1stchurch.org/EASTER

Here’s an invitation you can use to encourage others to come and celebrate Easter at 1st UMC.

