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Easter Sunday was
wonderful! And the Easter
season continues through
May 15th.
A big THANK YOU goes out to
everyone who gave to this year’s
special Easter offering for our
Habitat for Humanity house. To
date, your generosity has resulted
in $20,000 more dollars being
raised for this home build effort.
That means we now have $40,500
of the $48,000 needed for the
church’s portion of the project.
Details of the latest home build are
still being worked out. The hope is
to begin work in the fall of this
year. We hope you’ll want to be a
part of this more than 20-year
partnership with Habitat for
Humanity that offers hope and
new beginnings to families already
working hard to make dreams
become a reality.

Holston Conference Day of Prayer
April 12th
Keep the delegates and officials of General Conference in your
prayers as the Holston Conference observes a special day of
prayer on April 12th. From 8:00 am until 5:00 pm that day, the
Sanctuary of 1st Church will be open with several prayer
stations set up inside. General Conference is coming up May
10th through May 20th in Portland, OR. The governing body of
the United Methodist Church meets once every four years.

Something NEW in Sunday School!
Easter Sunday marked the beginning of a new Sunday
School class specifically for Young Adults. It meets in
Room C8, which is in the children’s area of the building on
the lower level. If you’re a young adult looking for a place to
grow in Christ, then you might want to check this out.

Providing a “future with HOPE.”
There are a couple of ways you can help the New
Jersey Mission Team as it prepares to head back to
the Garden State to help with Superstorm Sandy relief.
On April 16th, folks wanting a place to park for the
Smoky Mountain Air Show can park here at the church
and take a shuttle to the show. The cost is $20 per
person. To reserve a space sign up online or call the
church office.
On April 24th, starting at 9:15 am, the NJ Mission
Team will be serving up breakfast foods for you to
enjoy. We’ll be taking donations for the meal and
serving until around 12:30.

Staff
Contacts:
Roberta Robinson at rprobinson42@yahoo.com or 681-814
Tom Myers budrock51@gmail.com or 387-8611
For a look at other Sunday School offerings visit
http://1stchurch.org/grow-with-1st/sunday-school

Congratulations to:
Will and McColl Curtiss on the birth of their son,
Thomas Wellington Curtiss on February 27th. The
proud grandparents are Jim and Susie Curtiss.

Welcome to 1st UMC

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

Please welcome Chuck and Paulette
Bailey to 1st UMC. They joined on
April 3, 2016 during the 8:15 service.

For new members and those exploring
church membership!

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.113

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

ameliageis@yahoo.com

Technical Director
Samuel Williams
swilliams@1stchurch.org
Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder
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1st News

A community for worship

The afternoons during Holy Week were both busy and insightful as five area
ministers came to 1st UMC for special community worship services. Following
each service, people came together for a time of food and fellowship in Wesley
Hall.
More than 70 people came out each day, spending their lunch hour reflecting
on the stories of Jesus’ last days before the crucifixion.

Mark Hulsether
University of TN

In addition to the different speakers, there was special music each day
including a moving piece from Mark Hulsether which told the story of the
crucifixion through the viewpoint of a man hanging from one of the crosses
beside Jesus.
We would like to thank Tim Jones, Billy Newton, Laura Rasor, Mickey
Rainwater, and Anne McKee and the special musical guests for coming and
providing inspiration during these special Holy Week services.

Rev. Tim Jones
Sycamore Tree UMC

Traditions continue
On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus had many things to tell the disciples as
he knew about the events that would transpire in the coming days. This year on
Maundy Thursday more than 150 people came out for an evening of worship
and reflection. The service, lead by the pastors of 1st UMC, included a
symbolic handwashing, special music from the Chancel Choir and communion.
Friday night, the focus was on the crucifixion of Jesus as told through dramatic
readings in a service called “Facing the Shadows.” At the end of the service,
the Sanctuary was dark and people were left clinging to the hope offered in the
Resurrection of Christ.

Celebrating the Resurrection
As the sun rose on Easter morning, dozens of people gathered in front of
the church to hear the Good News that Christ is Risen. During the 8:15 and
10:30 Traditional services Chancel Choir members lined the sides of the
Sanctuary lifting their voices with the good news that “Alleluia, Christ is
Risen.” Downstairs at 10:30, worship leader Chris Lee along with a few
special musical guests (which included his father and sister) celebrated the
good news of Christ’s Resurrection through songs like “Alive” and “Because
He Lives (Amen).”
Beautiful weather on Easter Sunday, made the day even more special as
more than 1100 people chose to worship at 1st UMC that day, carrying the
spirit of the season and the good news with them that “Christ is risen! Christ
is risen indeed!”
You’ll find pictures and videos from Holy Week and Easter services on the church
Facebook page and the website (in the 1st Look section under the Inside 1st tab).
The sermons from Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday are also available online in the
“Worship at 1st” section of the website.
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1st News
Celebrating a milestone
by Linda Wells
Much is happening at the
Community Food Connection,
and we appreciate the
continued support from our
church community.
We will celebrate our 25th Anniversary at our annual
fund raising dinner on May 5th.
During the event at Second Harvest, we will be
roasting Senator Doug Overbey. Olive Garden is
again providing the meal, and we have added a silent
auction. The event begins at 5:30 with dinner at 6:30.
(If week one is your Welcome Table week, you will still
have time to serve before coming to Second Harvest for the
evening’s activities.)

Tickets are $50 per person. Reservations are
available by calling Linda Kerr Wells 995-2271 or
emailing lindajkerr@bellsouth.net .
CFC is also needing help from volunteers for the
event, so please also contact me if you are willing to
help.
A special thanks goes
out to all the women
who joined the UMW on
St. Patrick’s Day for the
Call to Prayer & Self
Denial. Guests were welcomed by seasonal
green decorations with rainbows and pots of
gold. There were many delicious salads and
deserts to enjoy among friends with lively
conversation.
Rev. Nance provided a thoughtful presentation
on Economic Equity and we shared individual
stories. We thank her for a personal memorial
for Marolyn and Dick Finney, whom we greatly
miss, but are comforted knowing they are
together with our Lord.

Grocery Cart and Donations
If you would like to donate food staples, you may
continue to leave them in the grocery cart across from
the elevator in the upstairs hallway. We are
purchasing most of our food items from Second
Harvest, which allows us to stretch our contributions
further. We can also use your financial contribution as
we serve our mission to feed those in need in our
county.
Service
We always need volunteers to help in a variety of
ways at the CFC, so please let me know if you
would like to know more about opportunities.

DONATIONS FOR MISSION

Upcoming Event
Spiritual Enrichment Experience
at Lake Junaluska, NC
April 22-23 or April 23-24
Please make plans to register for one of the two
sessions. More information available at
holstonumw.org.
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Transportation is free.
You will need money for tickets, food and merchandise.

If you are looking for a way to become more involved at 1st UMC, then
Celebrate Recovery may be the place for you! Here are a few of the areas
where you can make a difference.

www.crmaryvilletn.com

Transportation - Teams of volunteers pick up and deliver halfway house
visitors to CR on Wednesday nights.
Greeters - Warm smiles and firm handshakes are all the are required here.
Greeters are used both inside and outside the church.

Security/Hospitality - Monitor the inside of the building and the parking lot. Be visible and available to help deal
with guest issues.
Childcare - Help Denise Johns with the organized children’s program. You will need to attend Safe Sanctuary
Training to be a volunteer in this way. The next training is on April 10th (details on page 6).
You can become involved in as much or as little as your time allows. Celebrate Recovery meets each
Wednesday night. You can sign up for as little as once a month or for every week. All volunteers are
appreciated! If you are interested or need more information send an email to info@crmaryvilletn.com .

Teen Challenge returning to Celebrate Recovery
What is Teen Challenge? It is a Christ centered, faith based
solution for youth, adults, and families struggling with life controlling
problems, such as addictions and abuse.

Teen Challenge is:
HOLISTIC, concerned with body, mind and sprit of those who
come for help.
AN ENDEAVOR to help become mentally sound, emotionally
balanced, socially adjusted, physically well, and spiritually alive.
A PLACE TO LEARN how to change deeply entrenched, self- destructive behavior while discovering new
identity in Christ that makes these changes possible.
JOIN US – April 13th when a group of formally abused and addicted women will share their individual
testimonies including keys that guide each one in their recovery journey. In addition, you will hear some
amazing singing.
WE PROMISE this group of women will touch your heart and soul, a performance you will never forget

by Mavis Ziegler

During 1stUMC’s last host week Leanne and her children Shyann and Troy were
among the guests. Three days before they were to enter the Transitional Housing
program, Leanne was approved for a 3-bedrooem subsidized-rent apartment at
KCDC!

This is an absolute blessing for this family because they will be close to their current work and school. Leanne
asked to stay in the AfterCare program, and the Family Promise staff will continue to stay in touch with
them. While in the program, Leanne was able to pay off three major bills, save over $400, keep her children in
their school of origin, qualify for Families First, obtain assistance with needed car repairs, and most of all... "didn't
have to worry about lots of things because I knew we were safe".
THANK YOU to all of you wonderful volunteers for giving Leanne that peace of mind so she could continue
to work on her family's success!

The next host week for 1stUMC will be June 5-12. You won’t want to miss it.
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Egg-citing times!

News

Thank you so much to all the volunteers who helped in the special
Easter Egg Hunt on March 20th. A big thank you to the all the
Sunday School classes who were so inviting to have the children of
the church come and visit with them for a few moments. Many
people commented on how very much they enjoyed seeing the
children and are looking forward to seeing them again. What special
memories! In addition, a special thank you goes out to those who worked to serve food and
provided the clean up after the luncheon. It was so enjoyable to see tables with different
generations seated and eating together!

Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
SAFE SANCTUARY
TRAINING
April 10, 2016
Following the 10:30 worship
Wesley Hall
The training will last
approximately 60-75 minutes
and there will be a pizza lunch
served. Please sign up for this
event.

Summer Help Needed
There is a current need for Summer help in the Children’s area. If you are
interested in helping to support the mission field in the Children’s area,
please contact Denise Johns for more information.

Children’s Check-in
If you have children in Sunday School, you’ve
likely had a chance to use the new check-in
system. Parents and children both have been
great using it. The system seems to be
operating smoothly after working out some of the
bugs. With this new check-in system we are
able to provide a safer environment for the
children and get a better look at who is
participating in Sunday School. We look forward
to using this system during VBS in June.

Opportunities to help
VBS is a huge project that can not exist without the help of many people in our
church. At VBS, children hear stories from the Bible, meet new children, have a
good time with friends and experience fun activities. VBS provides an opportunity
to teach children about Jesus so they can learn ways to be like Christ.
Children will grow in wisdom as they experience lessons from the Bible, and
discover more about God’s amazing love for them. VBS is an excellent tool for
outreach to the community and the entire congregation can get involved in this outreach program, using their
God given talents to share the love of Jesus with the congregation and community. Here are ways YOU can
help. Adults can decorate, teach, shepherd children, prepare food, send invitations, send follow up, help with
publicity and pray. What are you waiting for? Contact Denise Johns if you’re interested in helping.
June 12th - June 15th

Sign up for events online at: 1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
or call the church office at 982-1273.

Youth Worship & Fellowship
Sundays at 6:00 pm
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Our Church Family

Christian sympathy extended to:





Lisa Thomas in the death of her brother Brian Trammell
on March 27th
The family of Lou Peak who died on March 27th.
The family of Mildred Biehler who died on April 2nd.
Linda Whitehead on the recent death of her father,
RC Leming
The family of Brian Cook greatly appreciates the staff
and church family of 1st UMC for all your support,
kind words, comfort, cards, letters, gifts, thoughts and
prayers especially over these past four years.

Happening at

Sundays

* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
* 4:30 pm Youth Handbells, 254, 252
* 5:00 pm Confirmation Class, 202
* 5:10 pm Celebration Singers, 249
If you have a church
* 5:15 pm Evensong Handbells, 252
related
event you would
* 6:00 pm Youth Worship & Fellowship
like
us
to promote
April 10th
please
look
for the link to
9:15 am 1st UMC 101, Wesley Hall
the
event
promotion
(runs 5 weeks)
form
in
the
“Happening
11:45 am Safe Sanctuaries Training, 152
at 1st” section of
April 24th
www.1scthurch.org.
11:00 am CMAT
Information should be
4:00 pm Outreach Committee, 205
submitted a month
Mondays
before the event.
*3:30 pm Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
*3:30 pm Merrymakers (2nd - 3rd)
*3:30 pm Joy Singers (4th -6th)
*5:30 pm Coffee Talk (Youth), Vienna Coffee
April 11th
10:00 am UMW Circle 2, 254
11:30 am Men’s Connection, Asbury Place Bistro
April 18th
10:00 am Book Club, 202
April 25th
7:00 pm Church Council, 202

Tuesdays
*10:00 am Bible Study w/Bonnie VanPelt, 152
*7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Wednesdays

In Memoriam:
Lou Peak
Joined First Church: September 27, 1987
Entered the Church Triumphant: March 27, 2016
Mildred Biehler
Joined First Church: April 3, 1966
Entered the Church Triumphant: April 2, 1966

Memorials & Honorariums
In memory of:
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Karen Farthing

Building Fund
Given by:
Reggie & Liz Gaskin
Stainton & Gail McArthur
Mike & Glenda Maher

In memory of:
Jean Blazer
Dick Finney
In honor of:
Bill Mueller

Habitat Build
Given by:
Charles & Barbara Barton
Jim Porter & Family
Given by:
Ernie & Pat Blankenship

Holston Home for Children
In memory of:
Given by:
Dick & Marolyn Finney Jim & Jane Coulter
In memory of:
Gertrude Williams
Gertrude Williams
Gertrude Williams
Gertrude Williams
Gertrude Williams
Jean Lambert
Bart Peak
Bart Peak
Lou Peak
Karen Farthing
Karen Farthing
Karen Farthing
Karen Farthing
Jim Hall
Eleanor Denton
Gertrude Williams

Memorial Fund
Given by:
Bob & Peg Haresnape
Fred & Angela Krause
Van & JoAnn Myers
Bob & Marilyn Byrd
Paula Nelms & Family
Van & JoAnn Myers
Randy & Margaret Trentham
Foothills Ski Club
Randy & Margaret Trentham
Terry Mitchell
JR & Overia Russell
Alan & Donna Huber
James & Kim Galo
Bob & Marilyn Byrd
Bob & Marilyn Byrd
Elizabethton Rotary Club

* 5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
* 6:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
* 7:40 pm Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)

Music Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Ina Russell
Christian Forum Sunday School Class

* 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

In honor of:
Lamar & Mary Ann Dunn
Lamar & Mary Ann Dunn

Thursdays
* 6:00 am Men’s Bible Study, 254
* 10:00 am Asagao Handbells, 252
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
April 14, 2016
10:00 am Knitting Club, 205
April 21, 2016
10:00 am UMW Board, 205

Fridays
* 10:00 am Covenant Session 2, 202

About six months ago, a
ring was found in the
church building. If you
think it might be yours
and can provide an
accurate description of
it, please call the church
office at 982-1273.

In memory of:
Brian Cook
Marolyn Finney
Dick Finney
Brian Cook

Given by:
Larry & Hilda Chesney
Wayne & Donna Doede

Welcome Table
Given by:
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Judy Keller
Judy Keller
Bookie Reynolds

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

Sermon series starting April 10th
8:15 & 10:30 am
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Coming soon!

April 10th—Paul and Ananias
April 17th—Tabitha
April 24th—Lydia

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!
www.1stchurch.org

We have 30 copies of Dr. Reiff’s book, “Born of Conviction”
available for sale. The discounted price for the book is $20.
Dr. Reiff will be available after the event to sign the books. If
you are interested in getting a copy, please come by the
church office.

