Did you have a good Easter?
Correction: Are you HAVING a good Easter?
On the Christian calendar, the season of Easter lasts for 50 days – from Easter
until Pentecost. We shouted, “He is risen; alleluia!” a few Sundays ago.
I would encourage you and challenge you from now
until June 8th to begin each morning with the phrase:

He is risen; He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
As you rise from slumber, make your first thought of resurrection power.
Where do you see new life?
Where can the promise of Eternal Light help you during the day?
How does knowing that death did not defeat life reorient your daily routine?
We say we are an Easter people; what does that look like in our daily living? I would
pray that it gives us a confidence to confront injustice, to speak truthfully about
wrongdoing, to offer hope to those who are hopeless, and to find grace in all situations.
Will you join me in this spiritual discipline through Pentecost? Utter (or shout!) the Easter refrain first thing in
the morning: He is risen; He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Check out the 2019 Confirmands on the next page

Several families joined the church during the
Confirmation service on April 7th.

1st News
Easter Offering
The Bill Meuller Habitat Home Build is still going strong and the home is really
starting to take shape. During this year’s Easter Offering YOU gave $22,000
that when combined with previous money raised, is enough to pay for 1st
UMC’s portion of the build. Thank you so much for your generosity.
If you are interested in volunteering, please go to the “Go.Do.” section of
1stchurch.org and click on the link provided for Habitat Volunteers.

Welcoming this year’s Confirmands
The young men and women pictured on the right
have taken an important step in their journey of
faith. On April 7th, each of the 2019 Confirmands
were asked to remember their baptism before
taking the vows of membership in the United
Methodist Church.
When you see one of this year’s Confirmands,
please be sure and say hello and congratulate
them on their accomplishment. Also continue to
pray for the confirmands, that each may continue
to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.
Front Row (L to R) Anna Claire Pinkerton, Zoe Shankland, Caroline
Best, Camille Clark, Eva-Noelle Hatley-Weekley
Back Row (L to R) Gabriel Adams, Barrett Roberts, Britton Barrett,
Maggie Madson

The Class of 2019

We are currently gathering information and photos
from students graduating from High School and College to include in an upcoming Worship Bulletin and the next
edition of The Church Bell. If you have a graduate in your family, please send a picture of them along with the
school they are graduating from and what they plan on doing next. The information needs to be emailed to
chensley@1stchurch.org by May 5th.
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1st News
Tea Time with the United Methodist Women

submitted by Pat Cherry
Our gratitude for such an enjoyable event is extended
to UMW members Donna Doede, Ann Hand, Marilyn
Johnson, and Suanne Oliver. These ladies spent a lot
of time planning and orchestrating this gathering under
the creation and direction of Beth Porter. The smiles of
everyone there spoke volumes about how much fun
was had by all.

Remember when as young girls we used to dress up in
our mom’s or grandmom’s clothes and hats and have a
pretend tea party with our make-believe tea and
crumpets?
On April 4th, the United Methodist Women of 1st
Maryville brought back these fun times with the real
thing.
To ensure that all women at 1st Methodist were aware
of the event and were invited, members of the UMW
presented an invitation on Sunday, March 31st, at all
services. Forty of those women accepted the invitation
to attend. They arrived wearing lovely spring hats
bringing their favorite tea cups, and tea pots, all
enjoying sharing the history of those items with their tea
party companions.

Before the tea was poured, the Reverend Jeremy
Graham of True Purpose Ministries told everyone about
Restoration Place in Monroe County. It is one of the
few full-service recovery centers providing residential
treatment in a loving, yet structured environment where
a woman can receive the support she needs, while
living and caring for her children.
Restoration Place Ministries and True Purpose
Ministries are partners providing pregnant women
struggling with substance abuse to equip, empower,
and engage these women in a life free from drugs and
alcohol.

An assortment of pastries lined the main table along
with an assortment of teas. While enjoying the tea and
delicacies, ladies were treated to music provided by
pianist Pat Blankenship.

Fun, Fellowship and First Mondays

Mark your calendars now and plan to join the First
Mondays crew for some summer fun. Just meet on the
first Monday of the month at 10:30 am at the Porte
Cochere (covered drop off area) and you’ll be back by
4:30 pm. Transportation is provided, just bring money
for lunch and admission where applicable.

J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch - May

This year marks a special milestone in the life of one
of the area’s institutes of higher learning. Maryville
College is celebrating its Bicentennial with special
events all year long. You are invited to learn more
about the rich history of this school and see how you
can join in the Bicentennial celebration.

Here’s what’s coming up:
Monday, May 6th - Mighty Musical Monday at the
Tennessee Theater with AP Strings followed by lunch at
Calhoun’s on the River
Monday, June 3rd - Guided tour of the newly renovated
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum (entrance fee is $4.50).
Lunch following at Pizzeria Venti in Vonore
Monday July 1st - Mighty Musical Monday featuring
Patriotic music. Lunch at Calhoun’s on the River
Monday, August 5th - Ride along the “Missing Link” of
the Foothills Parkway. Lunch at Elvira’s Café.

Let us know you’re coming by signing up at:
1stchurch.org/joy-fellowship
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Learning to Live Again
May 29th with Tim Webb

Tim Webb is a father who is
learning to live again after the
loss of his daughter. Come hear
his story of how God has helped
him deal with this significant loss.

During the month of May families celebrate Mother's
Day and graduations. This Mother's Day 1st UMC will
ready the Sunday School rooms and the area outside
of the Asbury Hall kitchen, making it a home for those
in the Emergency Shelter phase of Family Promise.
As this is written that includes the parents of three
families whose children range in age from 1 to 14.
That's five children in all who don't have to live in a car,
or worse.

A note of thanks from Family Promise

Although the families only stay for one week, some find
their way back to 1st UMC coming to Celebrate
Recovery and Welcome Table. It's especially
endearing to see the families after they've graduated
from Family Promise and are living in their own
housing. They often say they feel so welcome when
they are at 1st UMC.
Thank you to all of those who share your love for just a
few hours during a host week to make it possible to
help these families get back on their feet. If you
haven't completed the one-time training and would like
to be part of this life changing mission please contact
the church office or Mavis Ziegler at
mavisziegler@yahoo.com.
Happy Mother's Day and graduation!
Yours in Christ,
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large
Co-Coordinators of Family Promise at 1s tUMC
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NEWS
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865-982-1273

Super Summer Sunday School

Get ready for five exciting days of learning
experiences for children through the 6th grade! This
Summer, on each Sunday in June, children will be
learning about the church family through stories in the
Book of Acts.
They’ll learn about:
 The first miraculous sign performed by the apostles in Christ’s name
 Learn when the first followers of Christ first became to be known as
Christians.
 Spend time in drama, art, music
 And learn even more during worship as the sermons will all use the
same scriptures as the Super Summer Sunday School lessons.

Volunteers Needed

Each Sunday, the children gather first in Wesley Hall for the opening
ceremony and then break out into groups to learn more about the day’s
lesson.

Volunteers are needed for:
 Arts and crafts
 Guides for individual age groups
 Drama
 Games
 Volunteers to help with the special
celebration time on June 30th.

This will be a very special and wonderful time for your children to
understand they are loved children of our God and for them to deepen their
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Many volunteers are needed to help
provide the children with the best
possible experience each and every
morning of the Super Summer Sunday On the last Sunday, June 30th, there will be a special celebration for
children and their families .
School.

There will also be opportunities for the children to specifically serve God
and their neighbor.
We’ll be posting more information soon at 1stchurch.org/Super

If you are interested in helping, please
contact Denise Johns by email
at djohns@1stchurch.org.

Summer Feeding Program

Many of you have asked about
the Summer feeding program and
if food will be delivered to
children who are at risk of food
poverty during the Summer
months. The answer is YES!
For the past few years, the children have helped
deliver food packages to the homes of
approximately 90 children who live in rural
Blount County. The food delivered was obtained
through Second Harvest and fresh produce was
purchased through donations made to 1st
Church. Plans are being made to work with
Broadway United Methodist Church to make this
project happen again this Summer.
How can you help?
 Pray for the children in need
 Drive the delivery bus each week
 Ride along on the bus
 Pack the food into family bags.
If any of these volunteer spots interest you
please contact Denise Johns by email
at djohns@1stchurch.org.

Youth have plenty of
opportunities this summer to
have a little fun and to even
make a difference in
someone’s lives. Here is a look at what’s
ahead. Find out more online at:
1stchurch.org/summer-fun.
Myrtle Beach Trip
June 1st - June 4th
Day Trip
June 20th
Jr./Sr. High Assembly
June 24th - 28th
Summer Impact Mission Trip July 7th - 12th
Day Trip
July 18th
Back to School Blast
August 11th
Rev. Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273
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Memorials & Honorariums
Music Fund
In memory of:
Sarah Dunsmore

Given by:
Gene & Francis Lovell

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Sarah Dunsmore
Eula Gray Goddard

Given by:
Clint & Ashley Allen
Benjamin Clark

Willard Middleton

Joined First Church
December 28, 1975
Entered the Church Triumphant
March 26, 2019

Missions Fund
In memory of:
Jane Robinson

Given by:
David Trundle

Christian sympathy extended to:

Marion Rae Lippenberger
Joined First Church
July 1, 1984
Entered the Church Triumphant
March 29, 2019

The family of Willard Middleton
who died on March 26th.
The family of Rae Lippenberger
who died on March 29th.
Wilma Patterson in the death of her sister,
Betty Pankersley on April 4th
The family of Leonard Adams who died on April 21st.
Wife Betty, Daughter Missy,
and Great Grandsons, Gabriel and AXavier

Leonard Adams

Joined First Church
November 5, 1967
Entered the Church Triumphant
April 21, 2019

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273
Change Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID
MARYVILLE TN
PERMIT NO. 113

Throughout May you will be hearing stories of
Dreams and Visions. Here’s a quick look at where
to find these stories in the Bible and when you’ll be
hearing more about them during worship.
May 5th
Jacob’s Ladder
Genesis 28
May 12th
Joseph taking Jesus to Egypt
Matthew 2
May 19th
Joseph’s Dreams about Greatness and Famine
Genesis 37
May 26th
Peter and the Unclean Food
Acts 10

The next regular edition of The Church Bell comes out on May 20th
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is May 17th, 2019

