
A caring congregation 
Rev. Catherine Nance 
 
Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise, Welcome Table, Food Connection, Second Harvest backpacks, Wesley 
House Community Center, and more …… our church participates in so many ministries that connect with our 
community. We call that OUTREACH and it is a vital part of any local church. 
 
Another vital part of church is NURTURE -- how we take care of, support, encourage, educate, and comfort the 
people who make up this congregation. I want to make you aware of three ways your church is addressing 
some of the needs in reaching out to our membership who are ‘shut-in’; that is, members who are no longer 
able to attend weekly worship because of health or other hardships. Some live in healthcare facilities and others 
are still able to live in their home. 
 

Homebound communion 
Twenty volunteers were trained recently to deliver communion to our homebound members after church on first 
Sundays. Last month, eighteen of our homebound members were served communion on Sunday, March 5th. 
An additional twelve were served by your clergy during the month. The bread and juice that is taken to our 
homebound members is on the altar that Sunday morning and delivered by that afternoon. In this way, we 
‘extend the table’ beyond our sanctuary. 
 

Shut-in visitation 
I was thrilled that forty-one of you responded to the training opportunity last Sunday. These volunteers will 
commit to visiting one of our homebound members monthly and letting them know that although they are not 
here in body, they are with us in spirit and they are cared about. There are others who send cards or are making 
visits on behalf of a Sunday School class or other group. Thank you! 
 

First Caregivers 
You will be hearing more about this new ministry in the coming weeks. First Caregivers  will be volunteers from 
the church who have gone through a ten-week training for the purpose of walking alongside folks who are going 
through a crisis such as divorce, critical illness, death of a loved one, job loss, or other life transitions. First 
Caregivers will also be trained to do some other ministry tasks that will assist your clergy in caring for 
the flock. We are pleased that Missy Adams will be leading this training and coordinating the ministry as we 
start in the fall. Missy is part of our church family and also is the social worker behind Social Work Ministry. She 
has already helped some of our families who have found themselves asking the question, ‘what do we do now?’ 
 
There are some other programs in the works that you will be hearing about! One way that you can be involved 
in congregational care right now – without any training or sign up – is when you think of someone and ask 
yourself, “I wonder how Mrs. So-and-So is doing ….,” CALL THEM! Or send them a card! If there is a member 
of your Sunday School class who has not been in a few weeks, make sure someone in the class has contacted 
them. What is meaningful to folks is that they have been remembered. I will hear people say, “Oh! I’ve had them 
on my mind, but I know they’ve got so much going on … I didn’t want to bother them.” Trust me, receiving a 
card in the mail or an “I miss you and am praying for you” message is never a bother to anyone! 
 
Thank you for being such a caring congregation! 
 



The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slwason 
Katie Russell krussell 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams  982-1273 
 

Staff 
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South Sudan 
in crisis 
 
The nation of South 
Sudan gained its 
independence in 2011.  
Now, only a few years 
after its birth, this small 
African nation finds itself 
in the middle of a brutal 
Civil War.   
 
1st United Methodist 
Church and the Holston Conference have supported 
missions in South Sudan over the years, including an 
effort to build a church in the village of Pukuka.  With the 
future of this fragile nation in doubt, many people are 
wondering how they can help. 
 
On April 30th at 5:00 pm, Dr. Eric Keels from the Howard 
H. Baker, Jr. Center for Public Policy, leads an important 
conversation on what’s happening in South Sudan and 
what tools are available to the international community to 
help end it.  
 
We hope you’ll join us for this important event, because 
Conversation Matters.  

Every year, United Methodist Women from 
across the Maryville District come together for a 
mini-retreat called “A Day Apart.”  This year’s 
event is happening here at 1st Church.  

Whitney Winston, the director of Camp in the 
Community (CITC) is the speaker.  She’ll be 
telling you more about ways this program helps 
children in poverty throughout the Holston 
Conference. 

The Day Apart is open to ALL women of the 
church.  If you are interested in coming, please 
sign up online in the “Happening at 1st” section 

of 1stchurch.org. 

Maryville District UMW Day Apart 
Saturday, April 29th at 10:00 am 
(Registration begins at 9:30 am) 

 
Cost is $10 for lunch and the program 

$2 for just the program 
 

Sign up online at www.1stchurch.org  
  Pay at the door. 

 
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED! 

http://1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
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The Easter season is here and  the celebrations 
continue  through Pentecost which happens on Sunday, 
June 4th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The season began with celebrations on Easter Sunday, 
April 16th.  Hundreds of people came together to 
celebrate the news that “Christ is Risen.” From joyful 
anthems like “Easter Rejoicing” and Beethoven’s 
“Hallelujah (from the Mount of Olives), in the traditional 
services to the songs “Alive” and “Because He Lives” in 
the Contemporary services, there was plenty of 
celebration in song.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the next several weeks, Catherine, Parker and 
Sarah will be bringing you special messages each 
Sunday.  In the Contemporary Worship service, the 
series “Strong” focuses on the book of Joshua. 
 
In the 8:15 and 10:30 Traditional services, the focus will 
be on the book of 1 Peter.  
 
 
More details on both series can be found on the back of 
the newsletter and online at 1stchurch.org. Video clips of 
Easter anthems as well as clips from the Good Friday 
services can also be found on the church website, 
www.1stchurch.org.  Just look for  “Lent and Easter 
2017” under the “Happening at 1st” tab.  
 
 

1st News Easter Rejoicing 

Updates on Terry and Teresa 
 
We are so thankful that Terry and Teresa (lovingly dubbed 
“The Kidney Kids”) are both doing so well.  The transplant 
team at UT Hospital was extremely pleased with how each 
of them responded after surgery on April 5th. 
 
While recovering at home, Teresa is getting out and about 
some. She was at church Easter Sunday! Understandably, 
she gets fatigued as her body adjusts to having only one 
kidney. Terry did return to the hospital for a few days to 
receive steroids while his body and his new kidney learn to 
love each other! He is back at home and feeling much 
better. 
  
Please continue to give thanks to God for good 
health:  physical, emotional, mental, and spiritual! Terry 
and Teresa appreciate so much the presence of a faithful 
community who has supported them with prayer and good 
thoughts! 
  
There are other people waiting on live donors. If you are in 
great physical health and think this is a gift you might be 
willing to give, please call the UT Transplant Team at  
865-305-5340. 
  

Thanks to your generosity, nearly $24,500 was 
collected during this year’s special Easter Offering. 
The money will be going to support a partnership 
between the Holston Conference and Appalachia 
Service Project.  Together, the organizations are 
building homes for wildfire victims in Sevier County. 
Your donations will provide enough money to build 
the frames for a little more than four houses.   
 
If you still wish to give, you can do so online or 
mark “Easter Offering 2017” on your checks.  
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New District Superintendent Announced 
Earlier this month, Holston Conference Bishop Mary Virginia 
Taylor announced the projected appointment of the Rev. 
Jason Gattis as the Maryville District Superintendent. 

 
Rev. Gattis is currently 

serving as the senior pastor 
at Seymour United Methodist 

Church.  He has been there 
since 2012.  Gattis is set to 

begin his new duties on July 
1st. 

 
A welcome reception for the 

incoming District 
Superintendent is scheduled 
for  Sunday, June 25th here    

    at 1st UMC Maryville.  
    We will have more details in    

     future editions of the Church   
                                  Bell and our online communications.   

 
*Information for this story was taken from an April 5th article in 

“The Call.” 

1st News 

Hands-on Mission Time! 
 
Over the last 15 years or so, the Holston Conference 
of the United Methodist Church has organized a 
hands-on mission project that culminates with a “send 
off” at Annual Conference in June.  
 
This year, 1st UMC and other churches across the 
Maryville District will once again be putting together 
food buckets to be taken to Zimbabwe where they will 
help support  the Ishe Anesu (which means “God With 
Us) project. The mission is an after-school project 
designed to provide education to the underprivileged 
children, orphans, and the poorest of the poor.  

 
1st UMC's goal is to pack 125 buckets! 

 
If you want to help you can purchase all the items for 
the bucket, individual items, or donate money to buy 
and ship the buckets which cost $30 to fill and $5 to 
ship.  
 

We will begin collecting items here at the church  
May 14th through May 20th. 

 
Here are the items we are collecting this year: 

1 sugar (4-5lbs) 
1 self-rising flour (4-5lbs) 

1 powered milk (10oz) 
1 dried pinto beans (2lb) 

1 old-fashioned oats (18oz) 
1 plain white rice (2lbs) 

1 cooking oil (48oz) 
1 Splenda (50 count) 

 
*Each bucket will also contain a 2lb canned ham.  
The hams are often hard to find so the Outreach 

team will purchase them in bulk. 

Photo courtesy of: The Call 

 
The outgoing District 
Superintendent is Rev. 
Charles Maynard.  His 
projected appointment has 
not officially been 
announced.  
 
Just recently, Rev. Maynard 
spoke at our Maundy 
Thursday service and is 
certainly a familiar face here 
at 1st Church. 
 
On, Sunday, June 4th 
(Pentecost Sunday), you are 
invited to a farewell reception 
for Charles here at the church. 

Food Connection’s Annual Fundraising Dinner 
& Roast of Mayor Ed Mitchell 
 
Thursday, May 4th at 5:30 pm 
 
@Second Harvest 
136 Harvest Lane, Maryville 
Cost is $50 per ticket 
 
More information available by emailing Linda Kerr Wells at 
lindajkerr@bellsouth.net or calling 995-2271 

On May 6th, we want to 
say "thank you" to 

Welcome Table 
volunteers and welcome 

new ones.  During this 
time together Chef 

Amelia will be giving 
some quick reminders 
about volunteering as 

well as taking time to go over 
 new health regulations. 

 
Please sign up online at 1stchurch.org 

or call 982-1273. 
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COMING SOON  

www.crmaryvilletn.com 

Learn more and sign up at www.CRMaryvilleTN.com/rideforrecovery 

Take a ride … help a great cause 
Hop on your motorcycle and take a trip 
through beautiful Blount County.  The 
route includes plenty of country roads, 
a peaceful ride along the lake, and 
breathtaking views from the Foothills 
Parkway.   When it’s all done there will 
be lunch provided here at the church.  
Proceeds will help fund leader training 
for the Celebrate Recovery program at 
1st UMC.  
 

       Cost is $25 for single riders 
            $35 for two-up 

Wednesday, May 3rd 
Victory 

Rev. Parker Benson 

Wednesday, May 10th 
Amends 

Rev. Parker Benson 

Wednesday, May 17th 
Raymond Dotson 

Wednesday, May 24th 
Forgiveness 

Rev. Parker Benson 

EVERY  
Wednesday Night 

 
5:30 Light Meal 

 
6:30 Worship 

 
7:40 Share Groups 

Celebrate Recovery Softball Picnic 
Saturday, May 6th 

4:00 to 6:00 pm 
Softball fields across the street from 1st UMC 

 
Bring lawn chairs, family and friends. 
Sign up at CR on Wednesday nights 

Sponsors are needed for this event.  
Platinum Sponsorship—$750 

Gold Sponsorship—$500 
Silver Sponsorship is $250 

 
Email CRMaryvilleTN@gmail.com 

 if you are interested in  
becoming a sponsor.  

*New Share Group Starting May 3rd 
Boundaries 

(Part of the Journey to Healthy Living Series) 
Rev. Catherine Nance and Pam Schneider are 

leading the group which meets at 7:40 pm 

http://www.crmaryvilletn.com/rideforrecovery
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Heroes a central force at 1st this summer 
If you are a kid or the parent of one, you know that school is only 
in session a few more weeks.  And what happens right after the 

summer break begins?  Well, it’s one of the most anticipated 
events of the year, Vacation Bible School! 

 
The Children’s Ministries Action Team (CMAT) is excited about 

this year’s event, Hero Central,  where children learn how to 
discover their strength in God.  

 
The VBS 2017 fun begins during the Sunday School Hour (9:15 am) on June 4th 

with “Opening Ceremonies” happening during the 10:30 
Contemporary Worship service in Asbury Hall.  During that 
time, there will be plenty of VBS music and stories about 

Pentecost, which ties into this year’s VBS theme. Sessions two 
through five happen each night from 6:00 to 8:00 pm on June 

4th through June 7th.  
 

This is one of our largest outreach event so there will  
be a great need for wonderful volunteers, willing to help our 
most important members of the church learn of God's love.    

 
                                                                                           There are plenty of areas where you 

can help such as:                                          
 

Music  
Telling Bible Stories 

Helping with science lessons 
Recreation 

Serving as a guide 
 
  

       Volunteers should be patient, dependable,  
and committed to helping.                           

If this sounds like something  
you would like to do, please visit 

        www.1stchurch.org and look for the 
“Happening at 1st” tab where    

        you can sign up to be a volunteer.   
 

 

News 

Youth Fellowship is  
Sunday nights at 6:00 pm 
 
 
Junior & Senior High Assembly 
June 26th through June 30th 
Tennessee Wesleyan College 
 

Summer Impact: 
 Youth Mission Trip 
July 9th - 15th 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
Beach Trip 
July 28th - 31st 
Charleston, SC 

For more information on the youth ministry 
and these  summer activities, please 
contact Nathan Irwin at: 

 865-982-1273 or email him at 

nirwin@1stchurch.org.  

Check out this event great for children and families! 

Saturday, May 13th 
11:00 am and 2:00 pm 
 
Benefits Good Neighbors of Blount County.   
More information and tickets available at: 
 
http://goodneighborsbc.org/events2017 

Vacation Bible School 
Opening -  June 4th at 10:30 am 

Sessions - June 4th through June 7th 
6:00 to 8:00 pm 



Memorials & Honorariums 

 
 
 
Sundays 
*7:35 am    Morning Glory Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various classrooms)   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
*  5:15 pm  Evensong Handbells 
April 30th and May 7th 
   9:30 am  1st UMC 101, Wesley Hall 
April 30th 
     9:15 am Safe Sanctuary Training, 254 
     5:00 pm Conversation Matters, Asbury Hall 
 
 

Mondays 
  *7:00 pm  Making Peace with Your past, 254 
May 8th 
  10:00 am United Methodist Women, Circle 2, 202 
May 15th 
  10:00 am Book Club, 202 
 
 

Tuesdays 
 *7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 
 

Wednesdays 
 *7:30 pm  Chancel Choir, 249 

 
*5:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*6:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*7:40 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms) 
 
 

Thursdays 
*6:00 am   Men’s Bible Study, 254 
*5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
May 4th 
  10:00 am United Methodist Women, Circle 1, 254 
 
 

Saturday 
 *9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 
April 29th 
10:00 am  UMW District Day Apart, Sanctuary & Wesley Hall 
May 6th 
  *No Pickleball 
  9:00 am  Welcome Table  
                 Thank You Breakfast and Training,  
                 Asbury Hall 

Happening at 
ASP/Easter Offering 

In memory of:    Given by: 
Mary Ann Burchfield Bill and Barbara Campbell 

 
Music Fund 

In honor of:    Given by: 
Terry Wilson  Ben & Bonny Kate Sugg 
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UFO Sightings  
 

Do you have craft projects—knitting, quilting, 
scrapbooking, etc.--lying around the house that 
you plan to finish “when I have time”?  Well, here’s 
your chance to cross those UnFinished Objects off 
your list.  
 
On Friday, May 12th and Saturday, May 13th from 
9:00 am until 4:00 pm, the UFO’s will find “space” 
in Wesley Hall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just bring your project, a beverage and a snack to 
share.  Items may be left overnight Friday in 
Wesley Hall.  
 
Please mark your calendar for this fun opportunity 
for crafting, creating, and fellowship.  See you 
there! 
 
Let us know you’re coming by signing up on the 
church website, www.1stchurch.org.  Just look for 
the “Happening at 1st” tab. 
 
 

Welcome to 1st! 
Jenny Jones 

UFO Gathering 
May 12th and May 13th 
9:00 am until 4:00 pm 

Wesley Hall 
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 
The next edition of the Church Bell is set to be published 

on May 15th.  The submission deadline is May 12th.  

8:15 & 10:30  
Traditional Worship 
We began our series, Easter Faith 
and the People of God, last week 
following the lectionary readings 
for First Peter. Pastor Catherine 
started with an introduction to this 
letter. She and Pastor Parker will 
preach alternate weeks.  
 

Here are the texts and themes for the rest of the series: 
  
April 30    I Peter 1:7-23    Liberated by the blood of Christ 
 
May 7       I Peter 2:19-25                 Endurance 
 
May 14     I Peter 2:2-10              Royal Priesthood 
 
May 21     I Peter 3:13-22          Christ’s ongoing work 
 
May 28     I Peter 4:12-14;           Marks of a disciple   
                             5:6-11                     during trials 

Pastor Sarah focuses on the  
book of Joshua during the  

10:30 Contemporary services.  
Kids Own Worship is following along, too.  

 
April 30 - Joshua 2:8-14      Grace 
May 7 -    Joshua 5:1-15      Obedience 
May 14 -  Joshua 6:15-21    God’s Power 
May 21 -  Joshua 13:1-7      Perseverance 
May 28— Joshua 24:1-15    Faithfulness 


