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Easter is coming!
The 40 days (and Sundays) of preparation, reflection,
and repentance all lead up to the celebration
(on April 16th) of Christ’s resurrection. Throughout the
days leading up to this Sunday, guest ministers from
other United Methodist Churches will focus on the events
leading up to the crucifixion.
On Thursday evening at 7:00 pm, Maryville District
Superintendent, Rev. Charles Maynard, leads the
Maundy Thursday worship. The word “Maundy” comes
from the latin word “mandatum”, which means
“commandment.”
The special services of Holy Week conclude with a
7:00 pm service on Friday called “ Facing the
Shadows” where we remember the crucifixion of Jesus.

The Mt. Gilead Pilgrim Walkers of Broadway and 1st
UMC will join together for a Good Friday night hike at
Cades Cove. Those interested will meet at 8:30 pm in the
Founders’ lot across from Broadway UMC.
Please sign up at www.1stchurch.org.

Each Noonday service as well as the two evening
services will be held in the Sanctuary. Childcare will be
provided for the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday
evening services. Lunch will be served following each
Noonday worship service.

Easter Offering
You can help provide
homes for people who
lost their homes in
November’s wildfires in
Gatlinburg and Sevier
County. The Holston
Conference is partnering
with Appalachia Service
Project in this effort.
The money raised during
this year’s Easter
Offering will help pay for
construction of frames for
new homes. Each set
costs $5,500. Please
use the offering
envelopes in the pews,
go online to pay (look for
the $ sign at the bottom
of the home page), or
mail your checks to the
church. Please note
“ASP” on the memo line
of your checks.

The celebrations of Easter morning begin at 7:00 am on the front lawn of the church.
As the sun rises, people will gather to celebrate the good news that “Christ is risen!”
Then at 8:15 and 10:30 am, the Chancel Choir and the orchestra join the celebrations
in the Traditional Worship services in the Sanctuary. The 1st UMC Praise Band leads
the celebrations in the 10:30 am Contemporary Worship down in Asbury Hall.
In anticipation of a large number of guests, a shuttle service will be available from
BEHIND the Junior High School to the Porte Cochere entrance.
The shuttle will run every 3 to 4 minutes from 7:00 am until 12:15 pm.

Memorials and Honorariums
Appalachia Service Project
In honor of:
Given by:
Frances Lovell
Blanche Carper
Frances Lovell
Joe & Edith Covert
Jim & Pat Scruggs
Jim & Helen Scruggs
Shelia & Bill Fuqute
Jim & Helen Scruggs
In memory of:
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce

Family Promise
Given by:
John Cochran
Boran & Bonnie Christensen

In memory of:
Russ West

Memorial Fund
Given by:
Jerry & Lin Reichelt

In memory of:
Jim Barcus
“Red” Doig
Julia Hood Crawford

Music Fund
Given by
Ernest & Anne Hand
Jim Porter & Family
Ernie & Pat Blankenship

In memory of:
Helen Calloway
Dick Phelps

Organ Fund
Given by:
Jim Porter & Family
Jim Porter & Family

In Memoriam
James Holcomb Lambeth
Joined First Church:
March 23, 1975
Entered the Church Triumphant:
April 3, 2017

Shut in Ministry Training
Are you looking for an opportunity to be the Body
of Christ and help strengthen the connectional
nature of the church? Here at 1st UMC, we have
around 50 people who are homebound or in a
nursing home or assisted living facility that are
unable to attend church. You can help make sure
these members have a visit at least monthly from
another church member.
On the Sunday AFTER Easter (April 23rd), Rev.
Doug Smith and Rev. Sue Lynn Jonson will host a
special Shut-in Ministry Training right after the
10:30 services.

This event in Wesley Hall includes lunch. Please
help us get a better idea on how many people are
coming by signing up online at www.1stchurch.org
(under the Happening at 1st tab) or call the church
office at 982-1273.

Family Promise Day Center
Grand Opening
Thursday, April 27th
3:00 to 7:00 pm
1007 Middlesettlements Road
(Former home of Bungalow UMC)

Volunteer “Thank You”
Breakfast and Training
May 6th at 9:00 am
Asbury Hall
Welcome Table is one of the largest ministries
here at 1st UMC. Each Thursday volunteers
prepare and serve more than 250 meals. It takes a
lot of volunteers to keep this ministry going.
On May 6th, we want to say "thank you" to
Welcome Table volunteers and welcome new
ones. During this time together Chef Amelia will be
giving some quick reminders about volunteering as
well as taking time to go over new health
regulations.
Please sign up here if you are planning to come
or call the church office at 982-1273.
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Holy Week 2017

1st News

This week began with the
triumphant sounds of
Hosanna and children
processing with palm
branches.

Kuldiga Church
expands its ministry
by Ron & Carol Werker

During the rest of the week, the tone will become more
somber as the days before the crucifixion are remembered.
Each day at noon, a guest minister will speak at Noon
worship services.

We were able to spend much time with Rev. Zinta
Dzintara, Kuldiga church’s full time minister since
August. She is happy to report the church has
started a shower and clothes washing ministry at
the church for the local people, because many
homes don’t have “modern conveniences”.

Wednesday, April 12th
Rev. Daniel Castillo - St. John UMC
Thursday, April 13th
Rev. Alta Raper - Binfield UMC
Friday, April 14th
Rev. Tim Kobler - Director of UTK Wesley Foundation

At the beginning of the occupation in Latvia, men
would lose their jobs and have no way to support
their families if they set foot in their churches. This
new ministry of shower and clothes washing allows
families to come into the church building and do
their laundry while sitting in an adjoining room and
listening to church services. Rev. Dzintara dreams
that one day this ministry will lead to men and
families once again feeling comfortable enough to
be part of the Kuldiga UMC congregation.

1st UMC 101
Are you considering church membership; want to learn
more about the United Methodist Church; or learn more
about 1st UMC Maryville? If so, mark your calendars for
April 23rd, April 30th and May 7th as we offer 1st UMC
101 again. Each class will be in Wesley Hall at 9:30 am.
Over the course of the three sessions you'll learn about
the beliefs and structure of the United Methodist Class as
well as get a closer look at 1st UMC-Maryville and how
you can get involved in everything happening here.
For more information contact Rev. Parker Benson at
pbenson@1stchurch.org or call him at 982-1273.

We bring you greetings
from your brothers and
sisters in Christ
in Latvia and special love
from your sister church, Kuldiga UMC!

Many of you know Rev. Gita Mednes who is the
retired District Superintendent of Latvia. She visited
1st UMC many times to tell people about the plight
of Latvia. We received word that Gita’s husband,
Juris Mednes, entered the church triumphant on
March 20, 2017 follwoing a long battle with cancer.
We ask for your continued prayers for Latvia, our
sister church in Kuldiga, and also for our dear friend
Gita Mednes and her family.

A conversation about the origins of the conflict in South
Sudan, including a description of the ongoing violence and
what tools are available to the international community so
as to end the ongoing Civil War.

The Crisis in South Sudan
April 30th
5:00 pm in Asbury Hall

Speaker:
Dr. Eric Keels
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Global Security
Howard H. Baker, Jr. Center for Public Policy
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THIS WEDNESDAY, April 12th
Tom Baker—Author of One Dog’s Faith
Wednesday, April 19th
Stephen Dees shares his powerful testimony of making it
from an orphanage to a detention center and eventually to a
life of freedom in Christ!
Wednesday, April 26th
Rev. Parker Benson shares how to humbly ask God to
remove all our shortcomings and achieve VICTORY!

Celebrate Recovery
meets each Wednesday
evening at 1st UMC.
Light meal at 5:30,
Worship at 6:30
Small groups at 7:40.
www.crmaryvilletn.com

Softball Game and Picnic
May 6th
4:00 to 6:00 pm
More information coming in the next edition
of The Church Bell. You can also email
tor13@yahoo.com for more information.

www.1stchurch.org

