Dear Church Family,
We are coming up on the four-month anniversary of the night that strong winds pushed fires in the Great Smoky
National Park into Gatlinburg. We all remember the night of watching on television and listening to news as our
neighbors evacuated. The very next day, so many of you were asking, “When can we go rebuild?”
The answer is “VERY SOON!”
I am thrilled to announce that our Easter Offering this year will help provide HOMES for the homeless in
Gatlinburg. The Holston Conference is partnering with Appalachia Service Project to build twenty-five homes in
the coming months. Families have already been identified: families who owned their homes but live below
poverty level and do not have the means to rebuild. These are our neighbors who live, work, and attend school
in Sevier County.
The money we raise will go specifically towards building the frames for these homes. On May 20th, volunteers
will gather at The Connexion in Sevierville to put frames together which will then be taken to the construction
sites. Our offering will go towards these frames. Each set costs $5,500. (The total cost of each house is
$55,000.) How many frames can we provide for our neighbors?
On Palm Sunday, April 9, and Easter Sunday, April 16, there will be
EASTER OFFERING envelopes in the pews and in registration
folders. Or you may simply write checks to the church and note “ASP”
on the memo line of checks. You may also give online at
www.1stchurch.org. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the
dollar sign.
If you prefer, you may mail your offering to the church at:
804 Montvale Station, Maryville, TN 37803.
We will send you a postcard reminder before Palm Sunday!
There will be volunteer opportunities in the coming months to help with building or offering support to mission
teams who come to build. Stay tuned to The Church Bell, the website and social media channels for more
information!
What a blessing to be part of such a generous and responsive church! Thankful to have the opportunity to offer
HOME to our neighbors!
God bless you as we continue on our Lenten journey.

Shut-in Ministry Training
We have a little over thirty homebound members and thirty who are in nursing homes or assisted living facilities
who are not able to attend church. It is our goal for each of these members to have a visit at least monthly from
another church member.
We talk about being a connectional church and being the Body of Christ. This is an opportunity to act that out;
to give the gift of presence! If you feel called to serve in this way, please attend a training session on
Sunday, April 23rd immediately after the 10:30 service. We will serve lunch in Wesley Hall. Please sign up
online at 1stchurch.org in the Happening at 1st section or call the church office at 982-1273.

Rev. Doug Smith and Rev. Sue Lynn Johnson from Kingston UMC will lead us through some steps to ensure a
meaningful visit. If you are already making visits, this training is for you, too! If you have any questions, please
contact Karen Page (rogkar@yahoo.com) or Rev. Catherine Nance (cnance@1stchurch.org).

Welcome to 1st!
Also welcome:
The Keller family who
joined on the night of the
Confirmation Service.
Shanda & Sam
Isaac, Elizabeth & Luke

Ruth & Jack Porter

Mark your calendars for these FUN events.
Senior Adult Trip
to Dollywood
Wednesday, April 12th
Leaving at 9:00 am
(You’ll need money for tickets
and food)

CAST Singles’ Ministry
Maryville College Jazz Concert
Tuesday, April 18th
7:00 pm at the Clayton Center
(Free Concert)

Sign up for these events online at
www.1stchurch.org or
call 982-1273

Staff
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.
Pastors
Catherine Nance
Parker Benson
Sarah Slack

cnance
pbenson
sslack

Music
Terry Wilson
sacmusic
ext. 109
Susan Daves
sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
ext. 116
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Sarah Lawson
slawson
Katie Russell
krussell
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin

Celebrate Recovery
Softball Game and Picnic
Saturday, May 6th
4:00 to 6:00 pm
Softball fields across from the church

Motorcycle Ride
for Celebrate Recovery
Saturday, June 10th

Stay tuned for more information on these events!

ext.113

nirwin

Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.202

mblodgett

ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders

jsanders

ext. 101

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

ameliageis@yahoo.com

Technical Director
Samuel Williams
swilliams@1stchurch.org
Maintenance & Custodial Staff
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder
General Questions

Coming later this spring!

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

982-1273

info@1stchurch.org

Preparation for Celebration
The Lenten season will soon be coming to an end and the celebrations of
Easter will begin. In the days leading up to Easter Sunday, there will be
special Noonday Worship services following the Gospel of Mark’s accounts of
the week leading up to the crucifixion. There will also be two special evening
services during the week on Thursday and Friday.
(A light meal will be served after each Noonday Worship service.)

Monday, April 10th
“Cleansing the Temple”
Rev. Betty Furches - Friendsville UMC

Thursday, April 13th
“Passover/Denial”
Rev. Alta Raper- Binfield UMC

Tuesday, April 11th
“Great Commandment”
Rev. Laura Rasor - Broadway UMC

Friday, April 14th
“Crucifixion”
Rev. Tim Kobler - UTK Wesley Foundation

Wednesday, April 12th
“Annointing at Bethany”
Rev. Daniel Castillo -St. John UMC

For more information on Lent, Holy Week and Easter
please visit www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273.

Following the Good Friday worship service, you are
invited to join the recently formed Mt. Gilead Pilgrims in
taking a meditative hike into Cades Cove. To go, just
meet the group in the Founders parking lot across from
Broadway United Methodist Church at 8:30 pm.
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Help us save 70 - 90 Easter Sunday parking spaces for
our guests and visitors. There will be a continuous shuttle
on Sunday, April 16th for all choir and orchestra
members as well as 1st UMC members. Please park
BEHIND the Jr. High School and ride the shuttle to the
Porte Cochere. The shuttle will run every 3 to 4 minutes
from 7:00 am until 12:15 pm.

1st News
No place like home
Thanks for the vases!
In less than a week you helped
the United Methodist Women collect nearly 200 vases for
Random Acts of Flowers. The collection bins in front of the
were overflowing with donations.
The vases will be combined with recycled flowers and taken
to health care facilities in the area and across the country to
help brighten the lives of thousands of people.

After breaking ground
back in October, the
Habitat home for Chastity Harris and her children
was dedicated on March 25th. United Methodist
Churches across the Maryville District including 1st
Maryville came together to build the house in Alcoa.
Habitat for Humanity and 1st UMC Maryville have
been working together for more than 20-years.

To learn more about how your donated vases will be used,
visit www.randomactsofflowers.org .

Invitation to special program for Circle 1
Marilyn Johnson and Suanne Oliver have planned a
wonderful meeting for Circle 1 of the UMW on Thursday,
April 6th at 9:45 am.
Rev. Parker Benson will present the program. Please meet
at the home of Marilyn Johnson at 2216 Rockingham Dr.,
Maryville for an enjoyable morning.

RSVP to Donna Doede at:
(865)856 0276 or doedew@bellsouth.net.

Dr. Jaclyn Hone of Trinity
Medical Associates was the
guest at the United Methodist
Women's general meeting on
March 16th. She spoke about
Abundant Health for Women.

If you are 50 or older and are looking for ways to enrich
your faith life, why not spend a few days in Jubilation.
This Holston Conference event is in Pigeon Forge this
year. Dr. Mickey Efrid and Charles Maynard are both
speaking and there are several workshops and activities
designed with seniors in mind.
Rev. Nance is planning on being there each day and is
willing to take people over on the church van. Commuter
registration is $40. Learn more about Jubilation and sign
up at www.holston.org . Contact Rev. Nance at 982-1273
or cnance@1stchurch.org if you are interested in riding
the church bus to the event.

A conversation about the origins of the conflict in South Sudan, including a
description of the ongoing violence and what tools are available to the
international community so as to end the ongoing Civil War.

The Crisis in South Sudan
April 30th
5:00 pm in Asbury Hall

Speaker:
Dr. Eric Keels
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Global Security
Howard H. Baker, Jr. Center for Public Policy

Healing through small groups
Following the CR worship service, small discussion groups break
out based on different needs in the recovery process. Sharing
and healing groups run from 7:40 p.m. until 8:40 p.m. for a wide
range of hurts, habits and hang-ups with an average of 40 to 60
people attending.

Coming up at Celebrate Recovery
April 5 -

Ready
Rev. Parker Benson

April 12 - Tom Baker
Author, One Dog’s Faith

Celebrate Recovery is structured to meet the needs of individuals
and their families who are struggling with a wide variety of hurts,
habits and hang-ups. This includes co-dependency, fractured
families, anger, eating disorders, grief, alcoholism and drug
addiction. The groups offer a safe place to share, learn and grow
to become strong again. The Landing group is for 13 to 18 year
old youth who are facing the difficulties of puberty and today’s
peer pressures with drugs, alcohol and sexual activity.
You can keep up with what’s happening at CR at
www.crmaryvilletn.com or find CR on Facebook and Twitter.

April 19th - Freedom in Christ
Stephen Dees
April 26th - Victory
Rev. Parker Benson

Soncured recording artist, Josh
Gilbert and his band from
Chattanooga led the CR worship
service on March 15th.
Comedienne Laura West
followed up with a laughter filled
service on March 22nd.

Brenda Clark will be leading a prayer
vigil for Terry Wilson and Teresa
Morton following CR worship on
April 5th in room 152.

Exciting things are happening in the Family Promise Mission Program.
The grand opening of the new Family Promise Day Center is coming up
Thursday, April 27 from 3-7 pm. It is located at 1007
Middlesettlements Road in Maryville in what was formerly the Bungalow
United Methodist Church.
The new space will allow greater means to expand the programs of
Family Promise and end homelessness one family at a time.
During the grand opening there will be family fun time, live music,
refreshments and much more! There is NO cost to attend, so put this on
your calendar and join the celebration.
Photo by Tom Sherlin/The Daily Times

Family Promise Day Center
Grand Opening
Thursday, April 27th





You are welcome to attend even if you’ve never volunteered for this
mission in the past and just want to find out what it is all about. Feel free
to come and go as you wish. This event will take the place of the annual
banquet this year.
Family Promise Coordinator at 1st UMC Maryville

3-7 pm-Grand Opening and Silent Auction
4-6 pm-Community Block Party
4:30 pm-Ribbon Cutting
5:30 pm-Live Auction and Fund-A-Need
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News
Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Get ready for some egg-citing fun during the
Sunday School hour (9:15 am) on April 9th.
Elementary aged children will be gathering treats
by visiting several of the adult classes. They will
also be hunting for treat filled eggs in the
Sanctuary. The preschool children will also be
visiting adult Sunday School classes and hunting
eggs separate from the older children. Toddlers
and younger children will hunt eggs in the
children’s department.
All parents of children are invited to come along on
the hunt, too. The hunting will begin at 9:30 am.
Each child will be given a special Easter bag so
there is no need to bring an Easter basket from
home. The Easter eggs will contain non edible
items.
A schedule of the classroom visits and times for
the Egg hunt in the Sanctuary will be posted on
every classroom door in the children’s department.
Palm Sunday Lunch for children and families
Following the 10:30 worship service a luncheon for
all families with children will be held in Wesley
Hall. Sandwiches, potato chips, cookie cake and
lemonade will be provided. Each family is asked to
bring a side dish to share. Please sign up by
Wednesday, April 5th at:
www.1stchurch.org or call the office at 982-1273.

Safe Sanctuary training date set
If you volunteer with either the children or youth at
the church you need to undergo Safe Sanctuary
Training. The next chance to get this special
training is coming up on Sunday, April 30th during
the Sunday School hour beginning at 9:15 in the
Inspiration classroom, 254. Everyone is invited to
come learn about making the church safe for
everyone.
If you are thinking about volunteering to work at
Vacation Bible School please come to this training
which is filled with good information about safety
and how to handle specific situations that could
arise when working with children and youth.
The training led by our youth director Nathan Irwin
lasts for one hour. Also, if you have not been to a
training in the past TWO YEARS, it is necessary
for you to attend this training. If you are unsure of
your status please contact either Denise Johns
(djohns@1stchurch.org) or Nathan Irwin
(nirwin@1stchurch.org).

*No youth fellowship on
Easter Sunday, April 16th
Important Summer dates:
Mark your calendars!
Junior & Senior High Assembly
June 26th through June 30th
Tennessee Wesleyan College
Summer Impact Youth Mission Trip
July 9th - 15th
Cincinnati, OH
Beach Trip
July 28th - 31st
Charleston, SC

Vacation Bible School is Sunday, June 4th
through Wednesday June 7th. This year’s
theme is Hero Central, Discover Your
Strength in God! Many, many volunteers
are needed for this community event.
Please sign up to volunteer online in the
“Happening at 1st” section of 1stchurch.org,
or call 982-1273.

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 6

Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of:
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce
Jack Bruce
Jack Bruce
Melba Bruce
Melba Bruce

Family Promise
Given by:
Shields SS Class
William & Margaret Campbell
Roger & Barbara Campbell
Angela Bowen
Hope Lewis
Kyle & Roberta Petree
Ralph, Melba & Lesa Petree
Nicholas & Barbara Dainiak
Carl & Susan Underwood
Samuel & Aurice Chapman
Roger & Barbara Campbell
Genny Kidd & Tom Begley
Genny Kidd & Tom Begley
Juanita, Eleanor Bruce &Family

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by
Kevan Taylor Sherrod David & Beverly Sherrod
Parents
Hope Lewis
In memory of:
Russ West
Russ West
Russ West
In memory of:
John Trundle

Music Fund
Given by
Larry & Diane Cochran
June Cochran
Don & Corkey Cochran
Recovery Fund
Given by
David Trundle

Welcome Table
In memory of:
Given by:
Richard Meyer
Trendsetters
Robert Olive
Trendsetters
Bobby Brown
Trendsetters
Melba Bruce
Friends
Julia Hood Crawford
Bob & Phyllis Bostick
In honor of:
Renee Hood
Suzanne Click
Rhonda Watson

Given by
Trendsetters
Trendsetters
Trendsetters

Our Church Family
Christian sympathy extended to:
Lisa Blair in the death of her father Jim Barcus
on March 22nd.

Monday April 10th through Friday April 14th
Holy Week Noonday Worship and Lunch
Sundays
* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury
* 4:30 pm Youth Handbells, 252, 254
* 5:00 pm Confirmation Class, 202
* 5:10 pm Celebration Singers, 249
* 5:15 pm Evensong Handbells, 252
* 6:30 pm A World Worth Saving Study, 202
April 9th (Palm Sunday)
9:15 am Easter Egg Hunt (Meet in Classroom)
11:45 am Lunch for Children & Families, Wesley Hall
April 16th (Easter Sunday)
7:00 am Easter Sunrise Service (Front Lawn)

Mondays
* 10:00 am A World Worth Saving Study, 202
* 3:30 pm Children’s Choirs
Primary Praise (K-1st), 254
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd), 249
Joy Singers (4th - 6th)
* 7:00 pm Making Peace w/your Past, 254
April 10th
10:00 am UMW Circle 2, 205
April 17th
10:00 am Book Club, 202

Tuesdays
*10:00 am Bible Study (VanPelt), 152A
* 7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall
April 11th
7:00 pm Instrumental Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Wednesdays
* 5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
* 6:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
* 7:40 pm Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various)
* 7:30 pm Chancel Choir, 249
April 5th
12:00 pm Wednesday Lenten Worship, Sanctuary
5:30 pm What is Holy Week ? (Children), C12
April 12th
6:00 pm Orchestra & Organ Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30 pm Choir & Instruments Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Thursdays
* 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, 254
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
April 13th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205

Saturdays
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Happening at

* 9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID
MARYVILLE TN
PERMIT NO. 113

Ways to Serve
God calls us to serve others. Together through Christ we can do
big things. Here at 1st UMC, you will find volunteers working
faithfully with ministries like Welcome Table, Celebrate Recovery
and Family Promise. But the work doesn't stop there.

Volunteer “Thank You”
Breakfast and Training
May 6th at 9:00 am
Asbury Hall

Visit: www.1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st to learn more about
ministry and mission opportunities for you, and to tell us where
you are feeling called to serve by filling out the Mission/Ministry
Interest Form.

For current and new volunteers!
Come get a quick reminder of
volunteer duties and learn about new
health regulations.
Sign up online:
www.1stchurch.org
or call:
982-1273

The next edition of The Church Bell comes
out April 10th. Deadline for
submissions is April 7th.

Shut-in Ministry Training
April 23rd @ 11:45 am
Wesley Hall
(More details on front cover!)

www.1stchurch.org

