


At 1st Church, we want every child to know God’s love through programs 
starting at birth and going through high school. Kids’ Own Worship, Sunday 
School, children and youth choirs, confirmation classes, Camp Wesley Woods, 
Assembly, Resurrection and other programs provide the formation 
opportunities. 
 
Children’s ministry is essential to a strong and healthy church because early 
development is vitally important to a child’s spiritual formation. Moreover, 
parents of children who participate are far more likely to become active, 
involved, and committed members of the church.  A vital ministry requires 
volunteers of all ages to nurture, lead, and simply to listen. As we emerge from 
the challenges of the Pandemic, please invest in 1st Church to ensure that our 
children’s ministry is able to plant seeds for exponential growth.   
 
1st Church youth ministry strives to offer an environment in which our students 
in 6th through 12th grades feel safe, welcome, and able to explore their faith as 
they grow into adulthood. Your gifts provide our students the opportunity to 
experience community, serve, and learn as valued members in a model of God's 
Kingdom, by encouraging, equipping, and planting seeds that have an impact 
on the lives of youth in our community. 

 Worship: $440,302 
 

At the center of all we do is the worship experience. God meets people where 
they are, and we do our best to do so, too. With contemporary worship, 
traditional worship, and Celebrate Recovery services, we reach out to folks 
through a variety of styles. Common to all, however, is an authentic and 
transformative experience in which word and music intertwine to both uplift and 
challenge us in our lives of faith. Whether someone has been involved in 
Christian worship all their life or they have never encountered the love of Christ, 
we are there to worship together. 
 
We gather with others in person and online as one Body of Christ, stronger 
together than we could be apart, supporting one another as we explore our faith. 
As we sing, pray, listen, serve, and share, we develop a tight bond with our fellow 
worshipers, equipped and excited to go into the world to bring others to 1st 
Church. 

   Here is the church, 
   Here is the steeple, 
   Open the doors, 
   See all the people. 

You are probably familiar with this rhyme 
and finger play. The idea it conveys is 
both endearing and enduring, partly 
because it reveals an important truth: that the building mimed by the children is 
called the church, but it’s merely a building without you and me. 
 
That’s why the iconic 1st Church image on the cover is actually a mosaic 
composed of many smaller images of people in our church family. These pictures 
emphasize that you and I are not merely the church in figurative metaphor or 
allegory, but we are quite literally the church in any and every way that matters 
to us, our families, our communities, and our world. 

 Children & Youth: $186,228 



                                                                     Adult Discipleship: $122,567  
 
1st Church is passionate about making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.  Being nurtured in faith and growing in the knowledge 
and love of God begins in small groups.  From Sunday School to Bible study and 
service opportunities, each ministry area works together to create a pathway to help 
people of all ages live out the call to be like Jesus.  You will find your love for, and 
knowledge of God, grows exponentially with each class you take and small group 
you join.  

                                                                   Outreach & Service: $560,021 
                                                                                                                                                        (Including Special offerings) 
Outreach and Service are core values of 1st UMC.  Our congregation is motivated by 
God’s love to Go.Do. in our community and around the world.  Each month we collect 
items for local agencies, share meals through Welcome Table, and help support 
people dealing with hurts, habits, and hang-ups at Celebrate Recovery.  Our outreach 
extends to our community through support of organizations like Good Neighbors of 
Blount County, New Hope Children’s Advocacy Center, Habitat for Humanity, Family 
Promise, and Compassion Counseling.  We share God’s love in the world through 
UMCOR and partnerships in Latvia and South Sudan.  Each outreach effort 
exponentially expands the love and Grace of God in this world.  

                                                                              God’s House:  $350,625           
 
1st Church’s facilities support our core areas of worship, discipleship, and service. 
Our 10 acre property and 75,000 square feet of ministry space includes 21 restrooms, 
100+ fan coil units, 2 chillers, 5 boilers, and 2 kitchens.  We also have 2 parsonages 
and  2 vans.  These are invaluable tools for ministry that we do not take for granted.  

Our ministry support activities provide our congregation, pastors, program staff, 
and lay leaders with the support that they need in order to implement and carry 
out the ministry and mission of the church.  From a strong web and social media 
presence, to software and business systems to insurance and printing - quite 
simply, we couldn’t do what we do without them.  

        Here is a building, 
     On top there’s a steeple, 

   Open the doors, 
The church is the people! 

Fortunately, when God calls us together to 
compose a mosaic of Jesus Christ, we do not 
have to squint or hold it at arm’s length to 

appreciate its clarity and truth.  Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith!  He is 
faithful not only to receive our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness, but also to 
multiply them exponentially by the power of the Holy Spirit -- to leverage them so 
that they are not merely adequate, but altogether sufficient for God’s purpose. 
 
Multiplication is God’s way. Multiplication is God’s will. Multiplication in God’s 
economy is exponential. As we offer our gifts together—as we are the church 
together—we can trust that God consecrates our gifts and multiplies them 
exponentially so that they are more than enough to accomplish God’s will in our 
community and world. 

 Support Systems: $146,555 



Stewardship 2022 
A Note from Rev. Jonathan Jonas 
 
Multiplication is God’s way. From the very first chapter of Genesis, we learn that God 
imagined and created everything around us for abundance. Plants and trees were 
created with seeds. Sea creatures were created to teem and swarm within the water. 
Humans and the animal world were created to “be fruitful and multiply.” 
 
Multiplication is God’s will. Beyond God’s command to the first humans to multiply, 
God’s promise to Abraham is exponentially multiplying generations of descendants, and 
Jesus’ final word to his disciples is that they should multiply the kingdom, making 
disciples of all nations. 
 
God’s multiplication is exponential. Five talents become ten talents! One grain of wheat 
becomes thirty, sixty, or even one hundred! A couple of sandwiches’ worth becomes 
enough to feed thousands with leftovers! One person’s gift becomes exponential 
blessing! 
 
Through November, let’s embrace together God’s invitation to an exponential faith, 
believing that God “is able accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine” as we offer our best gifts and watch them multiply exponentially! 


