
COVID-19 Update 

May 14, 2021 

 

 With the recent rescinding of the Holston Conference’s COVID-19 protocols, each 

church is responsible for implementing its own policies and practices to facilitate ministries 

most effectively. Here are First United Methodist Church’s current COVID practices. 

 

MASK WEARING 

In response to yesterday’s statement from the Centers for Disease Control about the use 

of masks, our Holston Conference bishop and cabinet write, “Trying to protect oth-

ers, we continue to ask all people to wear a mask . . . However in situations where you 

can be sure everyone is vaccinated, the need to wear a mask is removed.” In worship 

services, please wear a mask that completely covers your mouth and nose. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND SMALL GROUPS 

All Sunday school classes are welcome to return to their pre-COVID meeting spaces 

with the understanding that social distancing is still the best practice. 

BEVERAGES AND SNACKS 

Feel free to consume coffee, other beverages, and snacks. If you are uncertain whether 

everyone in your group is vaccinated, please wear a mask except when directly con-

suming food or beverages. Sunday morning coffee stations will not yet resume. 

FOOD SERVICE 

Cafeteria-style food service can resume, and individuals and/or groups can carry in or 

cater food, with the condition that diners should practice social distancing. 

WORSHIP RESOURCES 

The use of hymnals, pew Bibles, attendance pads, and worship bulletins has resumed. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING IN WORSHIP 

We will continue to use alternating pews for worship services in our sanctuary. All 

worshipers should practice appropriate social distancing within each pew. Chairs will 

be placed for appropriate social distancing in Asbury Hall. 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

Choir and band leadership of worship can resume. Singers should be vaccinated and 

will wear masks and practice appropriate social distancing. Worshipers in the sanctuary  

can sing hymns and choruses with the understanding that all must wear masks that 

completely cover their noses and mouths. The contemporary service in Asbury Hall 

will not presently include congregational singing. 


