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YEAR END REPORTS—HOW ARE WE DOING?
Rev. Catherine Nance
In all of the United Methodist churches across our county in midJanuary, there is a flurry of calculations and pencil-sharpening as
clergy and bookkeepers and administrators prepare the Year End
Reports. We refer to them as Table One and Table Two. Mark
Blodgett and Jane Sanders do a wonderful job filling these out for us.
Every pastor is responsible for turning them into the District Office
which tabulates them all. District numbers are turned into the
Conference and then that gets turned into the General Council of
Finance and Administration. We are indeed a connectional church!
I thought you would be interested in some of the numbers that were reported for 2015. Of course, what is
important are the stories and people these numbers represent.











At the end of 2015, we have 2033 members.
We received a total of 77 new members this year (19 by profession of faith; 29 transferring from other
United Methodist churches; and 29 from other denominations)
We removed a total of 55 members (28 by death; 9 transferred to other United Methodist churches; 7 to
other denominations; and 11 by charge conference action. [This means we have not had any contact
info on these eleven folks and have read their names for the past three years at charge conferences]),
Our average weekly worship attendance is 668 (This includes all three Sunday morning services plus
our Wednesday evening Celebrate Recovery worship service).
We baptized 8 children under the age of thirteen; and 3 adults.
We had 8 enrolled in our confirmation class.
Our constituency roll is at 258. Constituents are folks who are not members of our church but for whom
we have pastoral care and for whom we are their primary place of worship.
Our average weekly attendance in Sunday School was 277.
We reported that we have 335 members engaged in mission and by our best count, 2000 people are
impacted by our mission outreach in the community.

Of course, numbers alone, or one set of numbers do not tell the
whole story. How are we doing? If there is an increase, we assume
we are doing great! If there is a decrease, we think we aren’t doing
so well. It’s important to look in between the numbers. For example,
our Sunday School attendance was down a bit from last year.
Statisticians would be inclined to say, “Oh no!!!” but your minister
says, “Not bad!” for closing off half of the building during the summer
and beyond. We had our Sunday School Sampler and got to meet
new friends and experience different styles of teaching and learning.
That’s a plus in my book!
I will share some more numbers with you in the next Bell. In the
meantime, copies of the year end reports, our budget, lists of church council members and other church
info can be found in the library (room 205).

I look forward to seeing more than 668 of you this week!

Check out all that’s happening from
Ash Wednesday through Easter at:
http://1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st/lent-and-easter-2016

Staff

Marriage Encounter Weekend

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.

Looking for ways to strengthen your marriage? Then
check out the Worldwide Marriage Encounter United
Methodist Weekend starting March 4th in Charlotte,
NC. You can learn more about the event and sign up
online at www.encounter.org .
Ron & Carol Werker here at 1st UMC are also
available to answer your questions. You can reach
Ron at 414-8912 or Carol at 577-8910.
The founder of Worldwide Marriage Encounter says
“We want everyone to go on Marriage Encounter,
not because Marriage Encounter is so great, but
because each person is. We don’t want to give
others what they lack but put a spotlight on how
great they already are.”
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Music
Terry Wilson
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sdaves
ext. 110
Chris Lee
clee
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Dwain Pesterfield (organist)
DwainP602@bellsouth.net
Children’s Ministries
Denise Johns
djohns
Carmen Faircloth
ceaf26@att.net
Youth Ministries
Nathan Irwin
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Administrator
Mark Blodgett

ext.202
ext. 103

Communications
Clayton Hensley

chensley

ext.100

Membership Secretary
Jane Sanders
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ext. 101
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UMW members of Circle 1
Technical Director
participated in the
Samuel Williams
“Intercept the Traffickers”
photo campaign at their February meeting. They
Maintenance & Custodial Staff
opened umbrellas to raise awareness of human trafficking and
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder
the deleterious effects on individuals, families and
communities. Open umbrellas represent support and shelter for
victims of human trafficking.
Gifts to UMW Missions
Given by:
David & Gail Reeder
G.W. and Elaine McIntosh
Jim & Mary Kay Hamlin

ext.113

mblodgett

Welcome Table
Amelia Geis-Scott

In honor of:
Marceil Peery
Marceil Peery
Rev. Sarah Slack

ext.111
ext. 106
ext. 107

In memory of:
Bart Peak

Given by:
Local unit of UMW

982-1273
982-1273

Rev. Catherine Nance will be leading Session 1 of
Covenant Bible studies, Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
starting February 17th.
Sign up online or call the church office at 982-1273.

Starting the conversation
On the last Sunday night of January, a crowd of
130 people turned out for the first of our
Conversation Matters events. The Rev. Steven
Martin, a United Methodist scholar presented a
documentary he put together 10 years ago called
“Theologians Under Hitler.” The film takes a close
look at how the Christian community in Germany
reacted to the rise of the Nazi party.
“The church could have stood up and changed the
course of history,” Rev. Martin told the crowd after
viewing the film which showed the many ways
Christians in Germany
helped fuel the antiSemitism in that
country.
Following the film, Rev.
Martin answered
questions from the
audience, starting a
conversation about the
relevance of the film
today. Since it had been several years since Rev.
Martin had shown the film, he wasn’t sure what
kind of reaction it would get, but told the crowd he
was very pleased with the response to it. In the
midst of the questions from others, Rev. Martin
asked everyone, “What does it mean to be
followers of Christ in this day and time?

On February 28th, Dr. Phillip Sherman of Maryville
College will get the next conversation going. He
will be at 1st UMC to lead a discussion on
“Homosexuality and the Church.” The event will
get underway at 5:00 pm that night in Wesley Hall.

1st News
Mission planning
Do you want to help make a difference in the lives of people
still recovering from the destruction caused by Superstorm
Sandy? If so, you still have time to get involved in this
summer’s mission trip to the Jersey Shore. Last month,
about a dozen people
interested in the
NJ Mission Trip
mission trip turned out
Informational Meeting
for the first
FEBRUARY 21ST
informational meeting.
12:30 PM - Room 202
The next meeting is coming up on February 21st at 12:30.
The trip is set for June 12th—18th. At the next meeting, the
group will be working out details for a spring fundraiser as
well as going over more details about the mission. If you are
interested in going, come to the meeting or contact Kathryn
King at Katsword@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY 14TH
10:30 AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE
This Sunday, February 14th, 1st Church will recognize and
honor our Scouting Ministry during the 10:30 Traditional
worship service in the Sanctuary. Scouts will actively
participate in the service by greeting at the front doors,
handing out bulletins, and collecting the offering. Also, Mr.
Ryan Worden will perform an offertory solo.
Troop 81 was first charted by the First Methodist Church in
1916 making it the oldest Boy Scout organization in Blount
County. A centennial celebration is now being planned for
this year which includes a gala reunion of all men and boys
who were associated with Troop 81.

The next J.O.Y. Fellowship lunch is coming up on
February 24th at Noon. Dr. Timothy Lomperis, who
recently moved to Maryville from
St. Louis will present this month’s
program.
Lomperis served
two tours of
DONATIONS
FOR MISSIONS
duty during the Vietnam War. He
has written four books about the
war and the lessons we can learn
from it. He has also been a
professor of political science at
West Point Military Academy,
Duke University and St. Louis
University. We hope you can join us on the 24th for this
program with Dr. Lomperis. Lunch is $5 at the door.
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Pray for General
Conference
From May 10th through
May 20th United Methodist leaders from around the
world will gather in Portland, Oregon for General
Conference. This event is the top policy making
body of the United Methodist Church and it
happens every four years. During this time,
delegates can revise church law, adopt resolutions
and plan for church-wide programs.
We ask that you take time to pray for each of the
clergy and lay members serving as delegates to
General Conference as well as the Jurisdictional
Conference in July. A Holston Conference wide
day of prayer is set for April 12th.
Clergy delegates for General Conference
David Graves (leader)
Kim Goddard
Sandra Johnson
Carol Wilson
Wil Cantrell
Randy Frye
Clergy delegates for Jurisdictional Conference
Mark Flynn
Paul Seay
Dennie Humphreys
Eddie Fox
Jerald Russell
Lauri Jo Cranford
Alternates: Kristen Burkhart, Catherine Nance
Lay delegates for General Conference
Del Holley
Emily Ballard,
Becky Hall
John Tate
Robert Lockaby
Karen Wright
Lay delegates for Jurisdictional Conference
Joyce Moore
John Eldridge
Charlotte McKee
Carolyn Kidd
Anne Travis
Sam England

1st News
Exciting things are happening!
One family at a time, Family
Promise is giving homeless
families a promising future.
1st UMC’s next host week is
Feb. 28-March 6th. Those who helped during the last host
week of Thanksgiving met Jasaenna and her three precious
children Raven, Elijah and Olivia. No doubt you’re anxious to
meet Heaven who was born Dec. 12th as well as the two
other families who joined the program.
To volunteer please contact the following chairs: Scott Davis
at rsdavis82@aol.com to host overnight; Mavis Ziegler at
mavisziegler@yahoo.com to host during the evening hours or
on Saturday; and Jan McCoy to help with food at
JCDCMcCoy@earthlink.com.
You can also come after church on February 28th at 1:00 pm
to help Reggie and Liz Gaskin transform Sunday school
rooms into bedrooms for our guests and at 7:00 am on March
6th to put them back together again. If you’ve not already
had a one-time training, but would like to get started helping,
please contact Mavis Ziegler.
February is a time where the world celebrates love. At 1st
UMC Christian love is what we show no matter what time of
year it is. It will indeed warm your heart to lend a hand up to
those in their greatest time of need as you experience the
love and appreciation of these amazing families.

Coordinator of Family Promise at 1st UMC
mavisziegler@yahoo.com

The 2015 Christmas offering of $23,000 will go a long way in
helping our neighbors in Blount County. In a handwritten letter
to 1st UMC, director Lisa Blackwood said, “there truly are no
sufficient words to express my gratitude for the gift.”
According to Lisa, the
money will FOR
allowMISSION
Good Neighbors to
DONATIONS
serve more people and help provide a “grace fund,” which is
used to give additional assistance to families facing a crisis.

Lisa thanks all of you who gave to the special offering thanks
from the bottom of her heart. “Today and everyday, 1st Church
makes a difference in the lives of God’s children.
1st UMC-Maryville will be hosting a Question and Answer session
Thank you for allowing Good Neighbors to be a
with delegates on March 12th at 10:00 am.
part of that ministry.”
You can email questions to delegates at
holstondelegation@holston.org.
Learn more about General Conference at www.umc.org,
under the “Who we are” tab.
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In case you didn’t know it, Easter’s coming a little early this year, March 27th. Unlike Christmas,
the dates for Easter change each year. Rev. Catherine Nance offers up a
little explanation as to why.
You do not need a Bible to figure out the date; you need a current Farmer’s
Almanac! The dating of Easter is based on the lunar calendar that the Jewish
people used to identify Passover, which is why it moves around on our
Roman calendar. It can be as early as March 22nd or as late as April 25th.
(That is a very simplistic explanation. If you are a history buff, you'll enjoy
researching more about the Council of Nicea, the Julian, Gregorian and
Hebrew calendars, and Easter algorithms.)
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday which is March 20th this year. Here’s a quick look at what’s coming up in
the week leading up to the Easter celebrations. You can find more details at www.1stchurch.org and in
upcoming editions of The Church Bell.

Palm Sunday
March 20th
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt at 9:15 am
Churchwide Dinner following the 10:30
worship services
(Asbury Hall, Lower Level)
Sign up for both events at
www.1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
or call the church office at 982-1273

Each Wednesday
Asbury Hall
5:30 pm - Light Meal
6:30 pm - Worship
7:40 pm - Share Groups

Maundy Thursday Worship

Holy Week Noon Services
March 21st - March 25th

March 24th at 7:00 pm - Sanctuary

Special guest & music each day
12:00 pm in the Sanctuary

Good Friday Worship
March 25th at 7:00 pm - Sanctuary

February 17th
Jeremy Grant—True Purpose Ministries
“Identity in the Power of Jesus”

www.crmaryvilletn.com

February 24th
Forgiveness
Rev. Parker Benson

Following each worship service on Wednesday nights, small discussion groups break out based on different
needs in the recovery process. These sharing and healing groups run from 7:40 pm until 8:30 pm and cover
a wide range of hurts, habits and hang-ups. f you or someone you know would benefit from attending one of
these groups, please come and share this information.
Support Groups: (Co-Ed)

Share Groups: (by Gender)

Newcomers Orientation: All newcomers should visit
this group for an explanation of how the program
works. Questions are welcomed and answered.
Family Support: For men and women older than 18
who are struggling with how to handle the behavior of
a family member.
The Daniel Plan: The Daniel Plan is a book written by
Pastor Rick Warren. In this group you learn how the
powerful combination of faith, fitness, food, and friends
will change your life forever. This is NOT a diet class,
there will be no weigh-ins.
Co-Occurring disorders: This group is for anyone
who is dealing with a diagnosed mental illness and an
addiction.
Military Veterans: This is for veterans who want
support for dealing with life after serving their country.

Men’s/Women’s chemical dependence: Groups for
those struggling with Chemical Addiction, or any other
addictive habit or compulsive behavior.
Life Hurts God heals for men/for women: Groups for
people suffering grief from loss of relationships due to
divorce, death, or loss of a job.
Divorce recovery for men/women: For people who
have gone or are going through a divorce.
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Safety 1st
In order to make the newly renovated children’s area as safe as possible
it will be necessary to have some doors into the children’s area
locked. Please be aware that beginning on February 28th, all
children and parents should enter the children’s area through the
Welcome Center. This is where parents will check-in their children.
(This does not apply to Wesley Day School)

News

We are asking other adults to not use the children’s hallways as a
short cut to other adult classrooms and other parts of the building.
We are working on new signage to help make planning a route
easier. We sincerely appreciate your help and support in making
sure our children’s area is as safe as possible.
Sign up for events online at: 1stchurch.org/happening-at-1st
or call the church office at 982-1273.

Vacation Bible School
June 12th - June 15th
6:00 to 8:00 pm each night
Your help is needed to make 1st
Church’s VBS program a success!
There are many volunteer
opportunities available ranging from:
prayer partners who will pray for the
volunteers and students to adults
who will travel with each group of
children to the activity centers.

Children’s study for Lent
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in Room C11

Children’s Egg Hunt
Sunday, March 20th at 9:15 am
(Churchwide Dinner following the 10:30 am Worship services)

Confirmation connections
This year’s Confirmation Class has been busy visiting different places of
worship including Temple Beth El Synagogue and St. Paul AME Zion
Church (pictured below).
On March 6th at 6:00 pm you are invited to celebrate this group’s
achievements in their faith journey. Until then, we ask that you take time
each day to pray for each of the Confirmands and their leaders (listed
below).
Please think about helping VBS,
maybe with a friend, volunteering
together. The next VBS interest
meeting is set for March 6th at 11:45
am in room 152.. You can also let
Denise Johns know you’re
interested by emailing
djohns@1stchurch.org
or calling 982-1273.
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Luke Keller
Lake Larson
Isabella Morstatt
Amelia Richardson
Tannen Roberts
Maddie Rowe
Ellie Smith

Maddie Waters
Delaney White
Sara Kate White
Denise Johns
Nathan Irwin
Catherine Nance

Memorials & Honorariums
Happening at
Sundays
* 7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various rooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
* 4:30 pm Youth Handbells, 254, 252
* 5:00 pm Confirmation Class, 202
* 5:10 pm Celebration Singers, 249
* 5:15 pm Evensong Handbells, 252
* 6:00 pm Youth Worship & Fellowship
February 21st
10:30 am Lunch for Latvia, Mission Fundraiser, Wesley Hall
11:00 am CMAT (Children’s Ministry Action Team)
12:30 pm NJ Mission Trip Meeting, 202
February 28th
5:00 pm Conversation Matters Series:
Homosexuality and the Church, Dr. Phillip Sherman
Wesley Hall
March 6th
6:00 pm Confirmation Service, Sanctuary/Wesley Hall
7:00 pm 1st Worship Night, Asbury Hall

Mondays
*3:30 pm Primary Praise Singers (K-1st)
*3:30 pm Merrymakers (2nd - 3rd)
*3:30 pm Joy Singers (4th -6th)
*5:30 pm Coffee Talk (Youth), Vienna Coffee
February 15th
5:30 pm Finance Committee, 205
February 29th
7:00 pm Church Council, 202

Tuesdays
*10:00 am Bible Study w/Bonnie VanPelt, 152
*7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Wednesdays
*10:00 am
* 5:30 pm
* 6:30 pm
* 7:40 pm

Walking the Labyrinth, 205 (Starts Feb. 10th)
Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)

* 6:30 pm Covenant Bible Study, Session 1, 205
* 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Building Fund
Given by:
Jean & Ted Flickinger
Jean & Ted Flickinger
Rick & Cindy Shepard
Nahn & Becky Laughmiller

Habitat Build
Given by:
Jim Porter & Family
Patrick & Fae Burkhart
Memorial Fund
In honor of:
Given by:
Bart Peak
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Paul & Betty Lou Snider Chuck & JoAnn Snider
Jim Hall
Gary & Betsy Shaw
In memory of:
Jean Blazer
Jean Blazer

Recovery Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Debbie Philpot Clark
Jerry & Frances Hodge
South Sudan Women’s Center
In honor of:
Given by:
Jane Robinson
United Methodist Women
In memory of:
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Liz Blackburn
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Bart Peak
Bart Peak
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert
Jean Lambert

Welcome Table
Given by:
Jerry & Frances Hodge
Charles & Mary Beth West
Lester & Gay Orr
Ernie & Pat Blankenship
Don & Donna Close
Shannondale Community Assoc.
Mike & Nancy Allee
Wilson & Sue Borden
Carolyn Forster
Ann B. Leslie
Robert & Louise Proctor
Shirley Heatherly
Joe & Becky Swann
John & Jill Rollins
Glenn & JoAnn Doig

Our Church Family

Thursdays

Christian sympathy extended to:

* 6:00 am Men’s Bible Study, 254
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
February 11th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205

The family of Jean Lambert who died on January 27th.
Bob Garbutt in the death of his mother earlier this month.

In Memoriam:
Billie Edmonson
Joined First Church: September 12, 1971
Entered the Church Triumphant: January 22, 2016

Fridays
*10:00 am Covenant Bible Study, Session 3, 205
Saturday, February 13th
5:30 pm True Purpose Event, Asbury Hall

Jean Lambert
Joined First Church: May 26, 1963
Entered the Church Triumphant: January 27, 2016

FAMILY PROMISE HOST WEEK
FEBRUARY 28TH—MARCH 6TH
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In memory of:
Bart Peak
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Ann McWilliams
Joined First Church: May 19, 1968
Entered the Church Triumphant: January 27, 2016
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Youth worship and fellowship, Sunday nights from 6-8.
Coffee Talk, Mondays at 5:30 pm at Vienna Coffee - Maryville
Nathan Irwin, Director of Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

Check out the all new
www.1stchurch.org

All donations benefit June mission trip!

