
Ashes and Stardust                                                                                     by: Rev. Catherine Nance 
 
      I missed Woodstock. No, I did not miss a ride. In the summer of 1969, I was nine years old and looking 
forward to playing softball and playing violin in the ‘summer strings program’ at school. I had no idea what 
Woodstock was. I may have vague memories of adults talking about it, but it was as far away and unknown to 
me as the Vietnam War. I was a child. And safe. And content. Life was good. 
      Joni Mitchell missed Woodstock, too. She was supposed to be there but had already contracted to tape a 
television show. She wrote a song about it for her friends. At age sixty, I realize my nine-year old self would not 
have understood much of the lyrics to Woodstock. 
 

I came upon a child of God  
He was walking along the road 

And I asked him, where are you going 
And this he told me 

I'm going on down to Yasgur's farm 
I'm going to join in a rock 'n' roll band 

I'm going to camp out on the land 
I'm going to try an' get my soul free 

We are stardust 
We are golden 

And we've got to get ourselves 
Back to the garden. 

 
      My friend, Julia, shared this song on Facebook. I had never heard it until today. Today is Monday; Ash  
Wednesday is two days away …. I cannot help but hear Joni Mitchell’s words in the context of repentance and 
renewal. Isn’t that what we do on Ash Wednesday? With the smudging of ashes, we acknowledge that we are 
from dust and to dust we shall return. You are familiar with the imagery of God scooping the dust of the earth 
into his hands and breathing life into humanity.  
      This forty-day season is a time of getting back to the Garden. We want to return (repent; turn toward) to the 
life God has intended for us. We want to get back to the relationship with God that God desires. In the Garden 
of Eden, the story goes, we had enough. All we needed. Maybe our habit of ‘giving something up’ for Lent is a 
way to get back to what we need. Without chocolate, wine, coffee, pedicures, video games, twitter, whatever 
…. Will I see that I have more room for God? That I have enough?  
I am intrigued by Mitchell’s description of us as stardust. The earth is covered with the debris of stars from 
thousands of years ago. Pastor Sarah gave us ‘star words’ to set an intention for our year. I do not want to 
glamorize Ash Wednesday and say you will be smudged by stardust! Technicalities and semantics, perhaps. 
But there is something appealing … a starting over… a returning to the garden. My star word this year is 
breathe. 
     God’s story with us begins in a garden. John’s gospel tells us that there was a garden near where Jesus 
was crucified. Mary Magdalene spoke to Jesus on that first Easter assuming him to be the gardener. The 
songwriter asks the child of God if she can walk along with him. We’ve all got to get back to the garden. 
However you choose to observe Lent this season, I pray you know that there others who walk alongside you 
who yearn for the simplicity, the beauty, and the renewal of The Garden. 



New Volunteer Coordinator  
2020 is starting off with a new coordinator for volunteers at the 
Welcome Table.  Mary Wilson is stepping in as Susie Curtiss steps 
down.  We would like to thank Susie for her dedication to Welcome 
Table over the past few years.  
 
Volunteers only need to commit to helping out one week a month. If 
you are interested in helping contact Mary Wilson at:  
marywilson@me.com or 865-603-5680. 

NEW STUDIES STARTING IN FEBRUARY! 
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Welcome to  

Brooke, Davis, 
Hartley & Sam 

Cranford 

Kitty & George  
Faulkner 

Carolyn 
Pegram 

Chuck  
Connor 

Amanda Compton 
Keith & Mary Stanley 

Hugh 
Clemmer 

Jan 
Norton 

mailto:marywilson@me.com?subject=Welcome%20Table%20Volunteering


1st News 
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Conversation Matters 
When someone is 
approaching the end of life 
there are many choices that 
need to be made. But did you 
know there are groups whose 
sole purpose is to help you 
and your loved ones make 

those choices?  During our February Conversation 
Matters event, a panel of professionals from Blount 
Memorial Hospice and Palliative Care helped lay out 
what they do and answered questions from the group 
of about 60 people who came out to listen.  
 
If you missed this 
conversation or need to 
learn more you can visit: 
blountmemorial.org/
hospice .  
 
 

Get in on the secret:   
Join the First Mondays group for a trip to Oak Ridge 
During World War II, tens of thousands of people worked on a 
secret project here in East Tennessee that helped usher in 
the nuclear age.  The secret eventually came out and today, 
places like the American Museum of Science and Energy 
(AMSE) help tell the story of Oak Ridge, Tennessee’s Secret 
City.  
 
On the first Monday of April, the First Mondays group is going 
to Oak Ridge to learn more about its role in history with a trip 
to AMSE.  While there you can catch the film Enola Gay 
which tells the story of the mission to drop the first atomic 
bomb on a city.  The special exhibit “Secret Growth” is also at 
the museum.  It tells the story of  African-American 
contributions to the work inside the Secret City.  
 

Cost of admission is $5 and you’ll need money for lunch afterward at Burchfield’s. Everyone is welcome to go 
on the First Mondays trips.  All you have to do is sign-up by the Thursday before each outing at: 
 1stchurch.org/First-Mondays or call the church office at (865-982-1273).  
 

A special visit to 1st UMC 
Rev. Catherine Nance and Rev. Sarah Slack invite you to come and meet Nancy Chinzvende on Sunday, 
March 8th during Confirmation Class that afternoon at 4:30 pm.  Chinzvende is the director of the Ishe 
Anesu Project in Zimbabwe, a mission supported for many years through the generous gifts from people 
throughout the Holston Conference.  
 
Whether you are in the United Methodist Women, a delegate to conference, a Sunday School leader, or just 
love mission work, we hope you will put March 8th on your calendar for this special opportunity to learn more 
about the ways your spirit to Go.Do. is helping people in other parts of the world.  Please watch in the bulletin 
and online for more details. 

That saying “stuck between a rock and a hard place” 
can describe millions of people across the country 
who earn above the poverty level, but don’t have 
enough money to afford a bare-bones household 
budget.  This group is called Asset Limited Income 
Constrained Employed or ALICE.  Coming up on 
March 29th, we want you to meet ALICE and learn 
more about the myths surrounding her situation and 
why we should all be united for her.  

http://blountmemorial.org/hospice
http://blountmemorial.org/hospice
http://1stchurch.org/first-mondays
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A focus for the Lenten season  
As Lent begins, there will be a renewed focus on “giving up” 
something. The season is a time of repentance, fasting and preparation 
for the coming of Easter as well as a time for focusing on our 
relationship with God.    
 
Here is a quick look at what you can expect the pastors to be focused 
on each Sunday during all three worship services. 

 
March 1st - Giving Up: Control 

March 8th - Giving Up: Superiority 
March 15th - Giving Up: Being Right 

March 22nd - Giving Up: Fear 
March 29th - Giving Up: Our Lives 
April 5th - Giving Up: Expectations 

Easter Sunday, April 12th - Giving Up: Death 

1st News 

The Go.Do. spirit is making a difference in the fight against hunger 

One Saturday morning back in September, dozens of people came out to Asbury 
Hall to participate in “Rise Against Hunger.”  In the short time everyone was there 
they managed to pack up 10,000 meals. 

Flash forward to February and we have received word, the 10,000 meals have 
left a Nashville warehouse along with more than 280-thousand other meals, 
headed for Somalia.  

Noonday Lenten Worship 
During the season of Lent, you are invited to take a break from your day and join in a time of reflection and worship on 
Wednesdays at Noon.  The emphasis will be on the “five senses” (from Ministry Matters, Sensing the Gospel).  
1st UMC pastors and special guests will lead these services which will be about 30 minutes long followed by a light 
meal and time of fellowship in Wesley Hall.  

Super support for fighting hunger locally 

Another big way you are helping fight hunger came on Super Bowl Sunday as you brought your change to 
church for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  In the end, $1347.45 was collected.  Linda Kerr Wells left this comment 
on our Facebook Page, thanking everyone for their contributions.  

 

  

March 4th—Touch  
Rev. Sarah Slack 
 
March 11th—Sight 
Rev. Catherine Nance  
 
March 18th—Taste 
Rev. Eric Bronkala  
(Shannondale Chaplain) 

March 25th—Hear 
Rev. Matt Hall 
 
April 1st–Smell 
Rev. Chris Black (1st UMC Oak Ridge) 



NEWS 
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Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 
djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 
1stchurch.org/1st-Kids 

Spreading the spirit of Easter 
On the morning of Easter Sunday, children often wake up to a big basket 
filled with treats and gifts.  And this year, we are giving children a chance to 
give that kind of joy to others.  
 
On Sunday, March 22nd all children in Kindergarten through 6th grade are 
invited to stay after church (11:45 am) and help make Easter favors and 
baskets for some of our elderly neighbors (to be delivered at a later date). 
Pizza will be served and the event will wrap up by 1:15 pm.  
 
If you want your child to participate, please let Denise Johns know at  
865-679-0247 or email her at djohns@1stchurch.org.  Parents will need to 
come to the 1st Kids check-in area to sign their children in. 

Fun and Fellowship on Palm Sunday 
For the past couple of years, children and families have 
spent time on Palm Sunday making crafts together, 
listening to stories, and getting to know each other.  We’ve 
been calling this special time “Palm Funday” and it’s 
happening again on Sunday, April 5th. 
 
All children and their families are invited to Wesley Hall (on 
the upper level) for an hour of crafts and Easter related fun.  
There will be plenty of crafts and activities for everyone.  
 
Because of the Palm Funday event, there will not be regular 
Children’s Sunday School that morning, but the Nursery will 
be open.  There will also be light breakfast foods served 
during the event.  

The Scouting tradition continues 
If you were in the 10:30 Traditional service on February 9th, you saw members of 
Boy Scout Troop 81 helping with many parts of the service as well as Dean Moss 
giving the Children’s sermon.  
 
1st United Methodist Church supports and generously funds its Scouting Ministry 
and Scout Sunday is a way of recognizing the church for all of its help.   
 
The formal relationship between the Methodist Church and the Boy Scouts of 
America started back in February 1920, so this year marks the 100th birthday of 
Methodist Scouting.  
 

Sunday, April 5th 
9:15 to 10:15 am 

Wesley Hall 

Youth Fellowship 
Sunday Nights at 6:00 pm 

Meet in Room 152 

Confirmation Service 
Sunday, April 5th 

5:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org?subject=Easter%20Favors%20for%20the%20Elderly


March at Celebrate Recovery 
March is going to be a busy time at Celebrate Recovery. The month begins with a look at the recovery steps 
Turn on March 4th, then Action on March 11th.    
 
Bernice Howard (a member of 1st UMC) brings her personal story of how the grace of God helped her 
overcome poverty, toxic childhood trauma and abuse. That’s coming up.on March 18th.  
 
And Sarah Keel from the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse comes on March 
25th to tell us how the faith community is helping bring hope to those that feel hopeless.  

March 4th 
Turn - Rev. Matt Hall 

In February, Family Promise hosted 3 different families (a total of 13 people).  A special thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped make the host week possible.  
 
For information on volunteering with Family Promise at 1st UMC, contact: 
Mavis Ziegler, fumc.ziegler@gmail.com or (865) 748-0532 
Amy Large, large.fumc.overnighthosts@gmail.com or (865) 789-0721 
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March 11th 
Action - Rev. Matt Hall 

March 18th 
Bernice Howard 

March 25th 
Sarah Keel 

The host schedule for Family Promise for 2020 at 1
st 

UMC is:   

May 10th -17th 
August 9th -16th   

November 8th -15th   

In February we asked you to bring in 
diapers and wipes and you definitely 
came through.  These are just some of 
the donations that came in over two 
weeks.  We will be taking all of them to 
the True Purpose Ministries 
Restoration Place of Monroe County. 

We are working on a Go.Do. Drive for 
March, so stay tuned for details.  

mailto:fumc.ziegler@gmail.com
mailto:large.fumc.overnighthosts@gmail.com
mailto:large.fumc.overnighthosts@gmail.com


Welcome Table 

Celebrate Recovery 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Martha Ragland Al & Jackie North 
Martha Ragland Randy & Margaret Trentham 
Martha Ragland Joy, Lezli & Michael Ragland 
Martha Ragland Alan & Sandi Bryan 
Martha Ragland Tom & Robin Enterline 
 
In honor of:          Given by: 
Dallas & Amber Monroe     Steve & Sandra Monroe  

In memory of:   Given by: 
Mary Matthews  Cathy Watson 

Memorials & Honorariums 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Don Watson  James & Regina Watson 
Lyoren Teffeteller Mark & Jo Allen 
Lyoren Teffeteller Kathleen Stewart 
Bob Brim  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Bob Brim  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
A.P. Spence  Sojourners SS Class 
Lyoren Teffeteller Cathy Watson 

Habitat for Humanity 

In memory of:  Given by: 
Bill Mueller  Alan & Sandi Bryan 

Adult Ministry 

Christian sympathy extended to: 

In memory of:   Given by: 
John Collier   Alan & Sandi Bryan 

Family Promise 

Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                           ext. 111 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
Matt Hall                             mhall                             ext. 106 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Robert Lawson      rlawson 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 

Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams              swilliams         982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 982-1273 
Paul Brown 
Nelda Blodgett  

Staff 
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 

*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 

In Memoriam: 

Forrest Bolinger 
Joined First Church 

January 1986 
Entered the Church Triumphant 

February 10, 2020 

 
Agnes Bolinger in the death of her 

husband, Forrest, who died Monday 
evening, February 10, 2020.   

 
Sarah Jane Roberts and Debbie 

Covington in the death of their mother, 
Sarah Alice Boling on  

February 20, 2020 
 

Pat Raines and her family in the death 
of her husband, Dennis on  

February 24th 

Dennis Raines 
Joined First Church 
December 17, 2000 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
February 24, 2020 
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www.1stchurch.org/Easter 

The next regular edition of The Church Bell 
comes out on March 23, 2020 

 If you have something to submit, the deadline 
for submissions is March 20, 2020 

Easter Shuttle information  
On Easter Sunday parking spots fill up 

fast.  In an effort to help make more 
room for guests, we will once again 
offer a shuttle running from BEHIND 
Maryville Junior High School to the 

Porte Cochere entrance.  
The shuttle will run continuously from 

7:00 am until 12:15 pm  

April 6th—10th 
Daily worship at Noon - Monday through Thursday 
Maundy Thursday Worship - April 9th 
Good Friday Worship - April 10th  

April 12th 
Sunrise Service at 7:00 am 
Traditional Worship at 8:15 & 10:30 am 
Contemporary Worship at 10:30 am  


