
Too Many Voices 

It’s Friday morning at 3:09 and I am 
wide awake; partly due to 
prednisone. I shall be well by 
Sunday! But much of it is due to the 
noise. It is silent in my house; I can 
hear the wind chimes outside that 
remind me today has been a 
pleasant day of strong breezes and 
warmer temperatures. But there is 
noise in my head. Voices in my head 
that are keeping me awake. The first 
one is from Clayton Hensley. “Your 
newsletter article is due in the 
morning.” Then I hear voices of 
church members who shrug and say, 
“Oh, I never read the newsletter.” My 
own voice telling me to write 
something profound and meaningful. 
I am wide awake wondering how to 
make my voice heard by you – and 
what do you need to hear?  

I cover my ears to muffle all the 
voices I’ve heard and close my eyes 
to try to forget the things I’ve read. 
Seventeen names of high school 
students and teachers killed at 
school. The immediate cycle of 
blame – mental health – gun control 
– congress – prayers don’t help – 
prayer is what we need – not again – 
how long – don’t take my rights away 
from me – you know all the voices.  

I was hopeful about both sides of 
Congress working together finally on 
immigration. Then the threats and the 
blame and the finger-pointing and the 
fears of our neighbors. Some 
neighbors are fearful of being 
deported; some neighbors are fearful 
people won’t be deported. I hear 
words of hate and ugliness as I listen 
and read.  

If we don’t like what we hear, we can 
say it’s fake; if you don’t like what I 
said, I can say you’re lying and I 
never said what you said I said. 
Show me your statistics and charts 
and I’ll discredit that with a different 
set of numbers and a better bar 
graph.  

 

So many voices to listen to. 

Bishop Kenneth Carder reminds us 
that we just recently heard God’s 
voice. It was not broadcast on FOX 
News or MSNBC. We just heard it 
from a cloud, a few days ago. 
Transfiguration Sunday. “This is my 
Son. Listen to him.”  (Mark 9:7) 

Suddenly everything does get quiet.  

Listen to Jesus. Before we listen to 
our favorite talking heads or pundits 
or politician or celebrity or blog writer 
or local radio host or preacher – 
listen to Jesus. He says that if we 
follow him, we know his voice. What 
does he say? Bishop Carder 
reminded me to go back and read the 
Sermon on the Mount. If we read 
nothing else of the Bible, read Jesus’ 
teachings and listen to him. Before 
you speak, listen to Jesus. As you 
listen to others, hear them through 
the filter of Jesus’ words. How do 
their voices sound? 

Blessed are the poor in spirit…those 
who mourn….the meek, those who 
hunger for righteousness…the pure 
in heart…the peacemakers…the 
persecuted…Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you … 
Turn the other cheek, go the second 
mile ….Judge not that you be not 
judged …You cannot serve God and 
wealth …Seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness 
…..Whoever would be great among 
you must be the servant of all ….The 
first shall be last and the last shall be 
first ….You shall love God with your 
whole being and love your neighbor 
as yourself …Whatever you do to the 
least of these you do to me … 

As we talk about how to be a church, 
a community, a nation, to whom are 
you listening? Bishop Carder says for 
his Lenten discipline, he is going to 
read Matthew 5-7 prayerfully each 
day. Perhaps I will do that now. 
Listen to Jesus’ voice. And hope that 
you hear it as well. 

Goodnight, 

Catherine 
 

TOO MANY VOICES   by Rev. Catherine Nance 

(Bishop Kenneth Carder, retired, writes a blog called 
Shifting Margins. I am thankful to him for his ears that 
hear and his voice of gospel) 
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Come join the United Methodist Women of 1st UMC in a 
party atmosphere as you help the group make plans for 

2018 mission and meeting efforts.   

Bible Study 

Jubilation 2018 
Monday, April 30th through Wednesday, May 2nd 
Mainstay Suites - Pigeon Forge 
 
The Rev. Kim Goddard, a District Superintendent in the Holston Conference, 
will be leading this year’s Jubilation event,”Anchor Your Soul,” a retreat for 
adults 50 and older.  The Rev. Mike Sluder, the director of Connectional 
Ministries for the Conference, will be speaking as well. Workshops include 
Grace of Our Hymns, Healing Oils of the Bible and Better Balance.   
 
Registration is open from now through March 30th. Visit www.holston.org for 
more details and to register online.  Brochures will also be available in the 
church office and in the pamphlet racks throughout the building.  

There will be no J.O.Y. Fellowship lunch in February.  
Instead you are invited to come to the Lenten Worship 

Service and lunch that follows. 

The Book of First Peter 
Tuesdays at 10:00 am 
Led by Bonnie VanPelt 

Room 152A 

http://holston.org/events/2018/apr/30/jubilation-2018/
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1st News 

Looking toward the future 
 
In 2019, there is a special, called General Conference 
of the United Methodist Church.  The purpose will be to 
act on a report by the Council of Bishops, based on 
proposals from the Commission on the Way Forward, a 
32-member commission working to find ways for the 
denomination to stay together despite differences 
surrounding homosexuality.  
 
As that event approaches, there is sure to be a lot of 
talk about divisions which threaten the future of the 
denomination as well as ways to keep the church 
united. 
  
Wil Cantrell, a Holston Conference delegate to General 
Conference in 2016 and author of “Unafraid and 
Unashamed: Facing the Future of United Methodism,” 
will join us for February’s Conversation Matters.  We 
hope you will come and be a part of this important 
discussion, this Sunday, February 25th at 5:00 pm in 
Asbury Hall.  

Lenten Sermon Series 
Sundays at 8:15 am and 10:30 am 

 
Lent is more than just a season on the Christian 
calendar, it is also a journey, one that leads us to the 
cross and to the celebrations of Christ’s resurrection. 
Each Sunday, during this special season, we are 
focusing on certain words that help define this journey.  
 

February 25th -Wash 
March 4th -  Deny 
March 11th - King 

March 18th - Condemn 
March 25th - Passion 

 
On our social media channels, we will be asking you 

what these words mean to you.  
 Hope you can join the conversation. 

Church Council Retreat 
This Saturday, February 24th 

Room 254 
Meet at 8:45 for coffee and pastries. The retreat 
begins at 9:00 am and will be finished by Noon. 

Our Lenten Noonday Worship kicked off with a 
special Ash Wednesday service.  Rev. Catherine 
Nance helped everyone examine what it means to be 
“spiritually fit.”    
 
Beginning this Wednesday (February 21st) our 
Noonday Lenten Worship series will focus on themes 
in certain selections from Terry Wilson’s book of 
hymns arranged for piano called Near the Cross.   
Several area musicians will lead worship at Noon on 
Wednesdays and bring you the message. Following 
worship, a light meal will be served in Wesley Hall.  
 
February 21st - Chris Lee  
(Director of Contemporary Worship at 1st UMC) 
February 28th - Alan Eleazer (Broadway UMC) 
March 7th -  Rev. Barbara Clark 
March 14th - Rev. Sarah Varnell 
March 21st - Rev. Mike Stallings 
 

www.1stchurch.org/lent 

Lenten  
Noonday 
Worship 
 
Wednesdays 
at 12:00 pm 
 
Sanctuary 
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Church can happen anywhere 
 
Last Sunday many of you came out to learn more about 
the various missions and ministries supported by 1st 
UMC.   
 
In case you missed this opportunity to learn how you can 
help, there are resources available on the church website.  
If you are looking for ways to serve please visit: 
 1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st .  

Mission trip to Africa 

If you are interested in going on the upcoming 
mission trip to Kenya, please contact Ann 
Leatherwood at annleatherwood@gmail.com or 
865-661-5858 in the next few days.  Flight 
bookings and other details need to be finalized 
soon. 

The trip dates will be May 29th through June 14th. 
1st UMC is teaming up with Kenya Partners for this 
mission where participants may be helping with: 

 Medical Clinic Outreach 

 Helping Children in Kenyan Preschools 

 Teaching Pre-K to 12th grade kids in a 
Boarding School 

No special skills are needed, but if you have 
special skills, they will be put to great use. 

After the work in Nakuru is done, there will be a trip 
to the Masai Mara Game Preserve for two full days 
of safari before heading back to Nairobi to catch 
the flight home.  

The trip is expected to cost between $3,000 and 
$3,500. That includes airfare, lodging, meals and 
transportation. 

 

1st News 

Mission supplies 

This past Sunday, we began collecting new 
toothbrushes and retractable ink pens as part of 
our monthly Go.Do. hands on project.  This 
Sunday, February 25th you can bring in these 
items and put them in the collection bins in the 
parlor area near the Church Offices.  

Latvia mission trip deadline 

This summer, a group from 1st UMC 
and other churches will be heading 
overseas to Latvia for another mission 
trip in support of UMC churches in the 
Baltic nation.    

If you are interested in going, Ron 
Werker needs to know by March 4th.  
Airline tickets will be purchased shortly 
after that.  The trip begins on June 15th.  

 

You can reach Ron at 865-414-8912 or 
at luvwerks@bellsouth.net .  

http://1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st
mailto:annleatherwood@gmail.com
mailto:luvwerks@bellsouth.net
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Each Wednesday Night 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups Having worked through our DENIAL and accepting our 
POWERLESSNESS, we now recognize that our HOPE is 

found in Christ  

February 28th 
Rev. Parker Benson 

HOPE 
 

March 7th 
Brenda Clark 

TURN 
 

March 14th 
Teen Challenge 

February is the month to celebrate love and heart health.  The hearts of 
the Family Promise volunteers and guests no doubt grew stronger with 
all the love that was shared this past week.  You already know the story 
of how 1st UMC hosted four homeless families an extra week when an 
unexpected vacancy occurred in the host list. 
 
Eight children and their parents didn't have to worry about whether or not 
they would have a warm, safe place to sleep and plenty to eat.  Instead 
they were able to focus on getting their finances in order, securing or 
keeping jobs, and working towards permanent housing.  Army veteran 
Richard shared that he would be getting his own vehicle and moving into 
his own house with his three-year-old son Josiah within the next 
week!  Isn’t it especially heartwarming to be able to give back to one who 
faithfully served our country?  
 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who served in His name.  If you missed out 
this time, we host again the following weeks in 2018:  April 8-15, July 22
-29, September 9-16 and November 4-11.  The only requirement to 
volunteer is to possess a heart willing to give others a hand up when they 
are at their lowest and to attend a one-time training. Keep watching the 
newsletter and our other communications channels for the date of the 
next training.  
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Family Promise Co-Coordinators at 1stUMC THE CHURCH BELL                      Page 5 

Join us as Brenda Clark talks about TURN: We must first 
commit and surrender our lives to the true Higher Power, 

Jesus Christ, and then we are able to turn over our wills to 
Him. When you choose to live this principle, you 

consciously choose to commit all your life and will to 
Christ’s care and control.  



News 

Palm Sunday Celebration   
March 25

th
  

9:15 to 10:15 in Wesley Hall 
 

1st Kids Ministries is excited to announce a special event for the children and 
their families.  On Sunday morning March 25th, children accompanied by their 
parents are invited to attend a special morning of Easter crafts, food, fellowship 
and story time in Wesley Hall.   
 
Volunteers are needed to help with this special event. Come help work at the  
craft tables, set out the food, serve as greeters, or decorate prior to the event.  
 
Please contact Denise Johns  djohns@1stchurch.org  if you or your 
entire Sunday School class would be willing to help. 

News 

Sunday Funday  
March 4th 
6:00 to 8:30 pm 
Come enjoy dinner at 
Culver’s Restaurant in 
Knoxville and then time in 
the arcade at Main Event.  
Just bring money for your 
meal, the games are free! 

Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth  
nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Confirmation Class update 
  
The children who have been attending confirmation classes are a wonderful group of kids who are eager to learn 
about the history of the church and what our church is doing for missions.  The children have been actively learning 
about John Wesley, the many ways that members of our church serve in the community and have even decorated 
100 cookies that were given out to hungry members of our community on a Friday meal served at Broadway United 
Methodist.    
 
In addition, the children had the opportunity to serve at the Community Food Connection on a Saturday morning. 
The confirmation participants will be visiting Temple Beth El in Knoxville in March, which is definitely a wonderful 
learning experience for the children and the adults.   
 
Please continue to pray for these children and make it a priority to come to the special confirmation service on  
April 8th at 5:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 

VBS memories that last a lifetime 
  
I don’t know if you attended Vacation Bible School when you were little, but I did, and I have 
very fond memories of the ladies and gentlemen who lovingly served the children of the 
community that I grew up in.  Vacation Bible School lasted for two weeks, 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to Noon.  Unfortunately, I do not  remember specific 
stories that were taught, but I sure do remember a couple of songs that Miss Lilah 
Pederson, our music leader, taught  when I was five years old.  Maybe you remember the 
songs I learned, This Little Light of Mine and the B-I-B-L-E, Yes That’s the Book for Me. If 
you don’t remember those songs, go to YouTube and check them out!  
  
From Sunday June 3rd- Wednesday June 6th children will be going on a Rolling River Rampage as VBS comes to 1st 
UMC.   Your help is needed to make this event a success!  There are many volunteer opportunities to fill and you 
can help give the children of our community an opportunity to experience the ride of a lifetime with God.  
 
Please sign up online to volunteer at 1stchurch.org/VBS.  
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Lenten Study 
February 18th to  
March 25th  
6:00 to 7:00 pm in room 153 
Come get in the groove and experience 
the gift of God’s grace! 

mailto:djohns@1stchurch.org
mailto:nirwin@1stchurch.org
http://1stchurch.org/vbs


Memorials & Honorariums 

Celebrate Recovery 
In honor of:   Given by: 
Doug McCormick Sheryl McCormick 
Rev. Parker Benson Sheryl McCormick 
 
Memorial Fund 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Russell West  Jerry & Frances Hodge 
Melba Knight  Peggy Dowell  
 
Mission Endowment Fund 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Julia Lundy  Zuzana Rybnicek 
Julia Lundy  Shirley Hitch 
Julia Lundy  Marty Miller, John Wehrmeyer 
Julia Lundy  Avajean Wickes 
Julia Lundy  Betty Lohr 
Julia Lundy  Jean Hanson 
Julia Lundy  Jerry & Deobrah Cashion 
Julia Lundy  Dorothy Evans, Paul Clark 
Julia Lundy  Francis & Mary Sue Hammer 
Julia Lundy  Sharon B. Fairburn 
Julia Lundy  Will & Becca Wolfenbarger 
 
Music Fund 
In memory of:  Given by: 
Jim Porter  Katherine Biehler 
  
 
Welcome Table 
In memory of:   Given by: 
Nell St. Clair  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Nell St. Clair  Bob & Sallie Macy 

Christian sympathy extended to: 

In Memoriam 
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Karen Axley in the death of her mother  
Anna Gregory Barker. 

 
Sandy, Chris and Gavin Ross in the death of  

Sandy’s grandson, Jake Hargis. 
 

Sandy, Chris and Gavin Ross in  the death of Sandy’s  
brother, Richard Hancox. 

Jerry Halseth 

Joined 1st Church 
June 5, 1994 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
February 7, 2018 

Melba Knight 

Joined 1st Church 
January 26, 2003 

Entered the Church Triumphant 
February 6, 2018 

Melba was one of the “Bell” ladies here at 1st UMC.  
For many years, she helped prepare  

the newsletters for mailing.  
We are grateful for her service to the church.  

Welcome to 1st UMC 

Ann Graham 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

If you have had any changes in your email addresses or 
phone numbers in the past couple of years and have not 

contacted the office about them, please call us at  
982-1273 or visit the “Church Directory” page under the 
“Inside 1st” tab at 1stchurch.org.  These updates will be 

used in the roster section of the new printed directory and 
in our online directory. 

http://1stchurch.org/inside-1st/church-directory
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

www.1stchurch.org 

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on  
March 5th.  If you have something to submit, the deadline 

for submissions is March 2nd.  

Coming soon: Holy Week and Easter Events 

Palm Sunday 
March 25th 

8:15 am Traditional Worship 
9:15 am Children’s Event  

    (crafts, snacks & fellowship  
in Wesley Hall)) 

10:30 am Traditional Worship 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

 
Holy Week Noonday Services 

March 26th -  March 30th 
12:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 
March 29th in the Sanctuary 

Worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday 
March 30th in Asbury Hall 

Worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 1st 

Sunrise Service at 7:00 am 
8:15 am Traditional Worship 

10:30 am Traditional Worship 
10:30 am Contemporary Worship 

 
*In order to have as many parking spots for guests as possible on Easter Sunday, 1st UMC members are asked to 
park behind the Junior High School.  There will be a continuous shuttle running from there to the drop off under the 

Porte Cochere from 6:45 am until 12:15 pm.  


