
A long road to recovery 
Rev. Catherine Nance 
 
(This past weekend, Rev. Catherine Nance and pastors from 
across the Maryville District met in Pigeon Forge to discuss 
how best to respond to recent disasters in the area) 

 

The most helpful image shared with pastors last 
Saturday at Pigeon Forge UMC was from Jim 
Fetzer, Holston Conference Disaster Response 
Coordinator. He said if we imagined the disaster 
response to the Gatlinburg Fires as a 12-inch ruler, 
we were just barely up to the 1/8- inch mark. There 
will be a lot to do in the coming months (and 
years). Supplies are coming in from all over and 
needs are being assessed hourly. 
  
If you would like to help, I would suggest prayers 
for all of the folks who are coordinating aid and the 
families who are dealing with loss. Next, you may 
make a donation to the Holston Conference relief 
efforts. Either donate directly at Holston.org or you 
may give to our church (make check out to 1st 
UMC and mark it “fire”). 
  
We are keeping in touch with people who are there 
and will get info about hands-on help as quickly as 
possible. Be watching your email inbox, the 
church’s social media channels and the next 
Church Bell for updated information.  
  
If you are looking for something to do in the 
meantime, the Habitat Build could use your help 
on December 8th and 10th from 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm.  Just show up on those days at 207 W. 
Howe Street in Alcoa and come ready to work! 

The Holston Conference brought in these 
trailers to the Connexion in Sevier County to 

help store relief supplies. 

Mike Sluder at the Holston 
Conference offices was there on 

Friday to help unload relief 
supplies collected here at 1st 

UMC in Maryville. 

Pastors from across the Maryville District met on 
Saturday to discuss wildfire relief.  

Volunteers are already needed in Sevier County to help with recovery 
and you don’t have to wait to go with a church group to help.  To learn 

more about what’s needed and to sign up to volunteer visit: 

www.volunteeretn.org 

https://holston.org/store/sell/project-864-holston-wildfires-recovery/
http://www.volunteeretn.org


Celebrating the season 

One of the greatest gifts of the Christmas season is the joy of 
children .  Sunday night, dozens of kids raised their voices and 
musical instruments in an evening of celebration.    

The Candles of Christmas program featured all of the church’s 
Children’s choirs presenting a variety of familiar Christmas 
carols as well as the song “Celebrate the Season,” which 
some folks continued to whistle and hum following the 
program.  Children from the Sunday School classes also 
participated with some of the readings. 

 

After all the songs and applause, the fun moved downstairs 
where there were plenty of tasty treats as well as Christmas 
crafts for the children to make and take home.  

Family Promise 

Advent is an exciting time to be a Christian.  As 1
st
UMC 

prepares for the coming of Christ, a multitude of 
parishioners have been hosting the guests of Family 
Promise.  On December 4th Sunday school classes in the 
wing nearest Asbury Hall allowed their rooms to be 
transformed into bedrooms and a family room.  Meals and 
supplies have been coming in all week and parishioners 
will be on hand each evening, overnight and all day 
Saturday to serve as hosts.   
 
Just as Mary, Joseph and Jesus were aided all those 
years ago when they needed a helping hand the most, so 
too are three families of our brothers, sisters and children 
in Blount County. Without you they would be homeless. 
  
Thank you Family Promise servants for continuing to do 
the work Christ taught us to do. 
 

Family Promise Coordinator at 1
st
UMC 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

Especially for Children & Families 

December 24th at 2;00 pm 

 in the Sanctuary 
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Each year, the Chancel Choir Cantata is 
broadcast throughout East Tennessee. It’s 
a great way of watching it with family and 

friends during the holidays.  
 

The cantata airs on Christmas Day 
(December 25th) at the following times:  

 
6:00 am on WBXX (The CW 20)  

9:00 am on MyVLT  
12:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)  
5:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)  

The Morning Glory Chorus continues its 
Carols of Christmas over the next couple of 

weeks during the  
8:15 Traditional Worship Service. 

 
This week enjoy French Carols followed by a 
collection of  American Carols the next week.  

If you’ve been in the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning, 
chances are you’ve heard the beautiful sounds of the 
church’s pipe organ.  

Coming up on December 18th at 4:00 pm, church 
organist Dwain Pesterfield brings you An Afternoon of 
Christmas Music on the newly renovated and expanded 
pipe organ.  

The program will include many arrangements of familiar 
Christmas carols as well as original compositions. 
Among these will be Nativity Miniatures, a collection of 
numbers based on the story of the birth of Christ as 
found in the New Testament as well as the favorite The 
March of the Magi Kings.  

The Contemporary sounds of Christmas echo 
through Asbury Hall on December 18th.  
There will be pre-worship music beginning at 
10:15. Refreshments will also be served. 

Church members can help free up parking for guests on the 11th by parking  BEHIND the Junior High School and taking a 
shuttle over to the church. The shuttle will run from 8:30 am until 12:15 pm.  

There will NOT be a shuttle for the 7:00 pm presentation of the cantata.  
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  Friends of Estonia 
In memory of:   Given by: 

John Trundle   Frank & Hazel Terry 
 

  Memorial Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Bob Norris   Garst Sunday School Class 

 
Choir Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Doris Starner   Lamar & Mary Ann Dunn 

 
Music Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Doris Starner   Clay & Linda Cook 

 
Welcome Table 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Steve Dorner    Jama Mandrell 
Roy Smith   Jama Mandrell 
Tom Axley   Jama Mandrell 
Sonny & Jean Lambert  Jama Mandrell 
Doris Starner   Jama Mandrell 
Doris Requa   Jama Mandrell 
Gregg Parker’s Parents  Jama Mandrell 
Doris Starner   Randy & Margaret Trentham 
 

Memorials & Honorariums 
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This year, the Christmas Offering will go to the COMPASSion 
Counseling Center.  The money raised will help the center 
continue its mission of providing professional counseling to 
anyone who needs it.  COMPASSion Counseling is now in its 
second year of operation.  
 
Offerings taken during the 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata on December 11th and all three 
services on Christmas Eve, December 24th will go toward the Christmas Offering.  You can also 
donate online or by writing a check with “Christmas Offering” in the memo line.   

Every Wednesday 
5:30 pm - Light Meal 
6:30 pm - Worship 

7:40 pm - Share Groups 

December 7th 
Sponsor - Rev. Parker Benson 

December 14th 
Adam Hood 

December 21st 
“Christmas Eve” at Recovery  

Candlelight & Communion Service 

Our Church Family 

Christian sympathy extended to the family of John Aday who passed away on November 30th.  He is the 
father of Mary Anne Hodge, father-in-law of Tom Hodge and grandfather of Savana and Holli Hodge. 



Chickens and Cows and Pigs … Oh My! 

There is still time for you to help the children of the church 
complete a mission to empower families and turn hunger and 
poverty into hope and prosperity by raising money for 
Heifer International. 
 
There is a special tree located in the Children’s Check-in 
area downstairs that is filled with cut outs of animals.  
Each of the creatures represents a chance for you to 
help provide food and nutrition for people around the 
world.   
 
The money you donate will be used by Heifer International to 
buy animals for people in 125 countries around the world.  
 
These gifts enable the families to become more self-sufficient 
and they in turn are able to help other families in their 
community. Your donations will make a huge difference in 
lives of entire communities throughout the world.  

Learn more about how Heifer 
International is helping change lives 

throughout the world by visiting 
www.heifer.org .  

You really like us! 

Over the last few years, more and more people have joined 
the 1st UMC Facebook community. This social media 
channel has helped people share the many stories of how 
the church is working to make disciples of Christ.  

 Just after Thanksgiving, the church Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc) reached an important 
milestone with its 1000th page like.   

As we get set to begin another year, why not help us reach 
2017 likes?  If you haven’t “liked” the page yet, please do 
so.  If you’ve already “liked” the page then be sure and 
share the page with your family and friends and encourage 
them to like it as well.   

 

Throughout the season of Advent you’ll see daily prayer 
prompts on not only our Facebook page, but also our 

Twitter, Google +, and Instagram pages. 
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