by Catherine Nance

Reflecting on 2016

You’ve seen them: “Our year in review.” Facebook puts together a collage of photos you’ve posted this year.
College friends send Christmas letters with the three or four best family photos – one from a vacation – one
from a graduation – one from a wedding. News of retirements, babies, new jobs, major surgeries…… It is a
way to keep up and celebrate.
I look back over the church calendar and could list ‘highlights’ and year-end statistics: ninety-one folks added
to our membership, over two-hundred worship services from Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights, thirty
dogs and cats blessed, and brand new playground equipment installed. Conversation Matters, 1st Worship
Nights Worship, JOY Fellowship, Noonday worship services and
1st UMC 101 classes could all be highlighted. But since our church is known for its outreach I should probably
do a recap of all of the giving – dollars, hours, manual labor, flood and food buckets, miles – how would I begin
to calculate? You get the idea of what our Christmas letter or YEAR IN REVIEW would look like. You can go
online at scroll through all of the year’s newsletters and look at pictures. I am thankful for all of it; and honestly,
overwhelmed by it at times.

But what I am most thankful for is the everydayness of this
church. Day in and day out, week in and week out, there are
faithful folks who show up for worship, to volunteer, to serve, and
to learn. Loaves of bread appear for our visitors, newsletter
labels get peeled off and placed just right, anthems for Sunday
are rehearsed, Sunday School lessons are studied, youth eat
pizza and children work puzzles. I am thankful for the
commitment you have to the people and ministries of this
congregation – not just the spectacular things in the ‘highlight
reels,’ but the routine things. So, thank you for all you do to
support this church with your prayers, your presence, your gifts,
your service, and your witness. All of it matters!
I am also thankful for a wonderful clergy team. Parker and Sarah
bring their own strengths and talents to their areas of ministry; I
appreciate and value their gifts. The three of us could not do
what we do without the support and energy of an amazing staff.
There are those you see out front each week and others you
rarely see whose work is done when no one is watching. Each is
vital. “Thank you” to Jane, Mark, Sherri, Paul, Bryan, Clayton,
Terry, Susan, Dwain, Chris (and The Band), Samuel, Sarah L,
Katie, Nathan, Denise, Carmen (and The Nursery Workers), and
Amelia.

Merry Christmas to each of you.
May the love, grace, and peace of Christ
be the basis for everything we do in 2017!

Coming to a galaxy not so far away!

Year End Giving for 2016
Thank you for your faithful support of the ministry and
mission of 1st United Methodist Church! Your help is still
needed to continue the many ministries of the church.
Here are ways you can contribute:
· Gifts of Cash: Most gifts to our church come in the form
of cash via a check or online giving. We typically receive
as much as 25% of our gifts in the last two months of the
year.

Epiphany is January 6. The word epiphany means
manifestation. Epiphany is the day God and God ‘s
saving works became manifest, or made known, to
people outside the Jewish community. It is the day we
celebrate God being made known to the first outsiders,
Gentiles, the Wisemen. They brought gold, frankincense,
and myrrh to Jesus. Their gifts give us the biblical basis
for the gifts that we give to each other during Christmas.
Epiphany is the day we celebrate the gifts that God gives
to the whole world, gifts that we receive.
We have been given many gifts by God. Most of us have
the gift of family, friends, shelter, and stability. But God
gives us abstract gifts as well. These gifts are made
manifest among us in our personal lives and in our
relationship with others. Things like love, forgiveness,
grace, peace, generosity, truth, prayer, mercy, fellowship.
We know those things are out there, and we may, in our
more aware and spiritually inspired moments, recognize
them as gifts of God. But we don't spend nearly enough
time noticing them and really dwelling on them.
As 2017 dawns, we will once again begin with Star
Words. Star Words are based on the idea that before
they offered their own gifts, the magi first receive from
God the gift of the Christ child. And indeed this is always
God's pattern: first God gives to us and then we respond
with the gift of ourselves.
At the 8:15 and 10:30 Contemporary services on January
1st, each person will receive a Star Word. As humans, we
yearn for tangible clear signs of God's presence. But
often we are so overwhelmed by life that we fail to see
those signs even when they're right in front of us. These
star words are meant to be a way to focus awareness of
God's gifts in our lives.
If you would like a Star Word for 2017 and are unable to
be at the 8:15 Traditional or 10:30 Contemporary services
on January 1st, please see Pastor Sarah.
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· Online Giving: www.1stchurch.org (Under the “Inside
1st” tab or scroll down to the $ sign at the bottom of the
webpage)

· Gifts of Appreciated Stocks or Bonds: You can
transfer ownership of stocks, bonds or mutual funds to the
church and receive a tax deduction based on the full fair
market value of the securities on the date of the transfer.
This is a way of avoiding a capital gains tax while giving
the church the benefit of the full value of the security. (To
receive this benefit, it is important to transfer ownership
before the security is sold.) Please call Mark Blodgett
at 982-1273 for transfer instructions.
· Qualified Charitable Distributions from IRAs:
Congress finally made this permanent. If you are over
age 70 ½, you can authorize a distribution from your IRA
directly to the church which will then be non-taxable. This
is especially advantageous if you do not plan on itemizing
on your tax return.
In order for contributions to be posted to your 2016 giving
record, they must be received at the church or
postmarked on or before December 31st. The church
office will be closed Monday & Tuesday, December
26th & 27th, but will be open Wednesday through
Friday, December 28th - 30th.
If you need any assistance with year-end giving please
call Mark Blodgett at one of the phone numbers below.

1st News

A day of special music
The third Sunday of Advent
began with a special
collection of three American
Carols sung by the Morning
Glory Chorus.
A couple of hours later, about
a hundred people gathered in
Asbury Hall celebrated the
season in song with the 1st
UMC Praise Band.

A glorious musical celebration
Around 600 people came out on Sunday
morning, Decebmer 11th to hear And the Word
Became Flesh. This year’s Chancel Choir
Christmas Cantata filled the sanctuary with a
grand mix of traditional music of the season as
well as a few original works. A few hundred
more people turned out on that Sunday night
to watch the Cantata both in the Sanctuary
and via livestreaming.

Meanwhile, the Evensong
Handbells provided a little
music in the Sanctuary to get
the 10:30 Traditional service
started. (They also played at
8:15)
Finally, the day ended with
Dwain Pesterfield providing a
special Afternoon of
Christmas Music on the pipe
organ. More than 300 people
from all over the community
came out to hear Dwain’s
selections played out on the
recently rebuilt pipe organ.

You can watch
And the Word Became Flesh
on television Christmas Day
at the following times:
6:00 am on WBXX (The CW 20)
9:00 am on MyVLT
12:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)
5:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)

The 2016 Christmas Offering goes to the COMPASSion
Counseling Center here in Maryville. The money raised
will help the center continue its mission of providing
professional counseling to anyone who needs it.
COMPASSion Counseling is now in its second year of
operation. Offerings taken during all three Christmas Eve
services will be combined with the offering taken during
the 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata
presentation back on December 11th.
You can also donate online or by writing a check with
“Christmas Offering” in the memo line.

These members of the
United Methodist Women
along with Maintenance
Supervisor Paul Brown got
the Chrismon Tree up and
decorated in the Sanctuary
on December 15th.
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Covenant Session 1
Tentatively set for Tuesdays at 4:00
beginning in January.

A Bead and a Prayer
Led by Rev. Sarah Slack
Wednesdays beginning January 11th 10:00 am

Covenant Session 3
Open to anyone
This study will be an introduction to
Begins Friday, January 13th at 10:00 am
Protestant Prayer beads. On the first
This session covers portions of the books of: day, prayer beads will be made (please
plan to stay for 90 minutes on January
John
Lamentations
11th). Each week after, the beads will
1 John
Ezekiel
be utilized as a tool for connecting with
Psalms
Isaiah
God. Books for the class are $10.
Job
1 & 2 Chronicles
Jeremiah
Ezra
Please let Pastor Sarah know if you need a book before January 4.
Nehemiah
Daniel
Revelation

Emmanuel - The Advent Study we were too busy for!
Led by Rev. Catherine Nance
Mary Kay Hamlin will once again be
hosting a “Just Moved: After the boxes
are unpacked, study. It will start on
January 11th.

Monday mornings starting January 9th at 10:00 (six weeks)
Looking at the Old Testament references to Messiah

The class provides women with Biblical
guidance when starting over in a new
community or moving ahead with a
major life change.

The Kuldiga United Methodist Church sent
a Christmas Card to 1st United Methodist
Church. Inside it was a handwritten note
that said:
Love was Born on Christmas Day
May this be a time when the gifts of the
Season bring joy to all hearts
Everyone, Everywhere
Members of the Garst Sunday
School class got together on
December 15th for a Christmas
Party. It was held at the
Asbury Place Bistro.
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December 21st
Candlelight and Communion Christmas Service
with Rev. Catherine Nance
December 28th
Moral
With Rev. Parker Benson
A ministry to help heal your hurts,
habits and bhang-ups
Each Wednesday
in Asbury Hall

5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

January 4th
Inventory
With Rev. Parker Benson
January 11th
Rev. Gary Henline (Pastor at First Christian Church of Maryville)
Hear his story of losing 238 pounds and why he rides a bicycle 120 to
150 miles a week.
There will be a question and answer session following his presentation.

January 18th
Matt Hall
Hear this amazing young man’s story of recovery and hear what he’ll be
doing in 2017 as the newest Appalachian Trail Chaplain.

Some words of thanks!
Earlier this month, members of the Christian Living and New Covenant Sunday School classes, hosted the
annual party for inmates at the Blount County Jail. It is a special time for some of the inmates to reunite with
their families and enjoy the spirit of love during the Christmas season. Here are a couple of “thank you” notes
the church has received since the party.
Matthew 25:40
“And the King shall answer and say unto them, ‘Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.’”
Words cannot adequately express how grateful I am to each and every one of you who had a part in the
wonderful party you gave for the Trustees and families on Tuesday. The food was amazing, the desserts, the
atmosphere, the presents for the kids , and most of ALL the kindness shown by each of you was beyond
amazing! When we get to heaven I can truly thank you. It was so sweet to be able to HUG my son! He’s
getting out in a month, but it was still really special because I haven’t been able to hug him since last spring. I
know it’s not popular to give a party for “jailbirds,” but I also know God will bless you for loving and caring about
them!
May God richly bless you for demonstrating HIS love to the unlovely!

Thanks for making the December 6th Christmas Party for the inmates possible.
Our family was blessed because of your kindness, generosity, time and effort.
God bless you all.
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Serving others
Thanks to this fantastic group of 5th & 6th
grade students who shared food, music, joy and
a bit of good humor with the Garst Sunday
School Class on Sunday, December 18th.

News
Telling the old, old story
And who doesn’t like seeing children
acting out the Christmas story? Well,
that’s what happened during Kids Own
Worship this past Sunday.
Don’t they look cute?

“Buy” an animal and help 1st Kids
help other kids
You still have time to help the Children
raise money for Heifer, International. A
tree filled with animals is set up in the
Children’s Check-in area downstairs. Just
pick an animal “to buy” and help provide
food and nutrition for people around the
world.

CMAT meeting
Sunday, January 22nd
11:30 am in Room C7

Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273



Youth resumes meeting on Sunday, January 8th



Thanks to all who contributed to our group filling 18 shoeboxes for
Operation Christmas Child!



Resurrection is January 20-22 At LeConte Center in Pigeon Forge TN
We have two large cabins reserved with room for 30 to join us.

Resurrection sign ups are now open online at www.1stchurch.org. Just look for
“1st Youth” under the “Grow with 1st” tab.
Cost is $125
You can make payments online or by check.

For more information on youth ministries contact
Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 6

Music Ministry Start Up dates
Adults:
Morning Glory Chorus
Chancel Choir
Evensong Handbells

Continuous
Wednesday, January 4th at 7:30 pm
Sunday, January 8th at 5:15 pm

Youth:
Youth Handbells (both groups)
Celebration Singers (7th - 12th)

Sunday, January 8th at 4:30 pm
Sunday, January 8th at 5:10 pm

Children:

(Maryville City Schools start back Jan. 9)
Primary Praise Singers (K -1st)
Monday, January 9th at 3:30 pm
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd)
Monday, January 9th at 3:30 pm
th th
Joy Singers (4 -6 )
Monday, January 9th at 3:30 pm
Note: There are no children’s choir rehearsals on Monday, January 16 (Martin Luther King Day – no school)

The church office will be closed on
December 26th & 27th
and January 2nd & 3rd

Memorials and Honorariums
Enclosed in this newsletter you will find this
postcard outlining the Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day services. Many of you have
received one before in the worship bulletins.
As the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
celebrations draw near why not share these
cards with others.
Leave them on the tables when you go out to
eat, give them to friends or people you meet.
Help still the chaos by sharing this special
“silent night” and joyous day

In memory of:
Don & Lucille Cowen
In memory of:
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Requa

Memorial Fund
Given by:
Nathan & Crystal Irwin
Music Fund
Given by:
Kathryn King
John Wehrmeyer & Marty Miller
Bill & Linda Wells
Gary & Sherry Hensley
Bill & Linda Wells

If you have a church related event you would like us to
promote please look for the link to the event promotion form
in the “Happening at 1st” section of www.1scthurch.org.
Information should be submitted a month before the event.
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Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

All services on December 24th
(Christmas Eve) and December
25th (Christmas Day) will be in the
Sanctuary. There will not be a
10:30 am Contemporary Worship
service on Christmas Day.
The children’s and youth Sunday
School classes will not be meeting
on December 25th. However,
some adult Sunday School classes
may choose to meet during the
9:15 am Sunday School hour.

www.1stchurch.org

This is the last edition of “the Church Bell” for 2016.
The first edition of 2017 will come out on January 9th.
Submissions for the next edition are due on January 6th.
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