What Child Is This?
Rev. Catherine Nance
I mentioned on the first Sunday of Advent that as we gaze into the face of Baby Jesus, our hearts should urge
us to lift our gaze to other children. We do not replace Baby Jesus – but because of who he is, we cannot help
but look at other children. And, look at them differently.
Our attention moves from Baby Jesus to our children and grandchildren; our nieces and nephews.
Occasionally, focusing on the baby Jesus causes us to gaze toward a child in need. We buy a toy for the angel
tree or ‘do something special’ for a needy family.
What Child is this? Instead of looking at the children, we debate how a child ended up where they are, placing
the blame on the child or parents or a broken system – none of which we feel we have the power or energy or
resources to ‘fix.’
Can you please pray for our hearts to have room to ask the hard questions, to talk about issues and solving
problems without arguing, to care for without pitying, to love and care as Jesus did for all children?
There are thousands of children in detention centers – older children and teenagers who crossed the border by
themselves. It is difficult to get an exact number; many agencies quote an article in the NY Times from
September that relied on a report the US government was given by the facilities.

Statistics from the Kids County Data Center and the TN Department of Education reveal 11% of the students
in Maryville City Schools are living in poverty. In Alcoa City schools the rate is 21.7% and in Blount County
Schools it is 16.4%. In all of Blount County, there are 5,857 children on free or reduced school lunches.
(These are 2017 numbers.) New Hope Children’s Advocacy Center saw over five hundred children from Blount
County this year – children who have been abused.
I do not mean to overwhelm you with depressing statistics, but I do hope that we as a community of faith do
more than just ‘some good’ this Christmas. I pray that we can enter 2019 with renewed awareness of the call
Christ has on our lives (and our hearts) to deal with ‘depressing statistics’ and hopefully turn them into loved
children of God. The child who ran into her mother’s arms at the Inmate Party last Tuesday was not a statistic.
The fourteen-year old who left Guatemala in hopes of a new life is not a statistic. The child at Maryville High
School who does not want anyone to know that he is homeless is not a statistic.
The Christmas story begins with a census – a compilation of numbers so that Caesar could figure out his tax
base. Statistics. Three of those statistics were Joseph, Mary, and Jesus from Bethlehem. May we yearn to
know the names of children.

Merry Christmas
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Celebrating the Light of the World
The first service of Christmas Eve begins at two o’clock
in the afternoon. Hours before the kids are put to bed,
anxiously awaiting the arrival of Christmas Day, people
will gather in the Sanctuary for a special service
designed with children in mind. This simple service
allows children time to focus on the real reason for the
season. And while it is centered on children and their
families, it is a service designed for everyone.
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Tradition is a big part of Christmas Eve and for hundreds
of people at 1st UMC, coming to an evening service is
part of that tradition. At the 7:00 & 10:00 pm Christmas
Eve services, voices come together in singing familiar
hymns, people gather at the Lord’s table and leave
bearing the light of the world, the hope in Jesus Christ.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Traditional Worship Services
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1st News
*Fear. Anticipation. Heartache. Joy. Mary knew the struggle of bringing new
life into a harsh world. Still she willingly opened herself to be vulnerable to God’s
purposes. From her simple faithfulness as a young woman to her soul-piercing
anguish at the foot of the cross, journey with Mary through the sorrows and the
joys of saying yes to God.
This January join Rev. Sarah Slack as she leads a study on Mary, one that is
focused on seeing God through the eyes of a mother.
The study meets Wednesdays, January 9th, 16th, 24rd and 30th at 10:00 am in
Room 205. Books are $5.

Sign up for the study at 1stchurch.org/Mary
*Taken from the Amazon.com description for the book

Christmas Offering 2018

As 2018 nears an end you have a chance to help Camp Wesley Woods in the
coming year and years to come. This United Methodist Church camp here in
Blount County offers a wide range of programming. Each year Camp Wesley
Woods ministers to around 1,000 children and youth. The camp’s outdoor
education program serves another 5,000 children and youth throughout the
region and neighboring states.
Year-round, Camp Wesley Woods serves churches, not-for-profit organizations,
college programs, and other groups with its retreat ministry.
This year’s Christmas Offering will help the camp purchase a new vehicle with
towing capacity. The current vehicles owned by Camp Wesley Woods are
aging rapidly and preventing growth in programming. During the summer months, vehicles are used daily,
particularly for the Adventure Program.
To give, write "Wesley Woods" on the memo line of your check, give online at 1stchurch.org (click on "Give at 1st")
or text "1stchurch" to 77977.

Find more music from the Advent & Christmas season online at 1stchurch.org/Christmas

Reflecting on the past year
As a year draws to a close one often reflects on the events that occurred.
Although 2018 hasn’t yet ended, those who serve in the Family Promise
program should be proud to know they helped end homelessness for 27
Blount County families. That is 47 adults and 60 children whose lives
were profoundly changed because of your support. That number will
increase by at least two more families by the time this is read.
Each family in the program has its own reasons as to how they end up in such a dire situation. For Angela and her
two teenage daughters the loved one they called husband/daddy was addicted to drugs. That resulted in the family
losing their housing, car, income to pay bills and their trust in others. Desperate to get her girls out of that situation,
but with only a tent to live in, Angela reached out to Family Promise and was quickly admitted into the emergency
shelter phase of the mission.
Angela was home-schooling the girls and working from home as a medical coder. She just didn’t have enough
income to make it on her own. What she did have was grit and determination. When that was combined with the
continuous help from the volunteers and staff of Family Promise she was able to secure a new coding job and
made twice the income as before. She earned a car through the Family Promise Wheels to Work program. The
couple months spent living in churches allowed Angela to use her income to pay off the debts that stood in the way
of getting housing in her name. Now Angela and her girls have their own independence, permanent housing,
transportation and are rebuilding their trust in humankind.

That’s Family Promise in action!
Without your help who knows where these families would be. Many, many thanks to you for putting the love you
have for Jesus Christ into action. Sadly, there will be more families whose lives will be in peril. To help these
families in need during 2019 kindly mark the following dates on your calendar:
February 10-17, May 12-19, August 11-18 and November 17-24.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Many families will be able to do the same because of your service.
What a gift.
Yours in Christ,
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large
Co-coordinators of Family Promise at 1st UMC-Maryville

Coming soon to
Celebrate Recovery
Meets Each Wednesday
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

Special event
January 11th
10:00 am to 3:30 pm

December 26th
Going home a different way

January 2nd
Denial
Rev. Mat Hall

January 9th
Brenda Clark

On Friday, January 11th, experts in the addiction field will be
coming to 1st United Methodist Church for a special FREE
seminar - Hijacked: How Addiction Rewires the Brain and
Poisons the Spirit. In addition several community help groups
will be setting up booths at the event.
Lunch will be provided, but we do ask that you sign up for the
event so we can get an idea of how many people are coming.
Learn more about Hijacked and sign up at:
CRMaryvilleTN.com/Hijacked

NEWS

Denise Johns
Director of 1st Kids Ministries
djohns@1stchurch.org\865982-1273

Are you keeping up with 1st Kids?

Throughout the year the kids at 1st UMC have lots of activities to choose from. Our staff and volunteers work
hard to help children build a firm faith foundation. To keep up with all that’s happening with 1st Kids, there are a
couple of things you can do outside of reading The Church Bell.


Sign up for the 1st Kids email list. Just visit 1stchurch.org and scroll down to the “Welcome to 1st” section
and click on the link to sign up for emails from 1st UMC.



Join the 1st Kids Facebook Group. Visit the 1st Kids section (under the “Grow with 1st” tab) at 1stchurch.org,
scroll down and click on the link to join the Facebook group to send a request to join.

Youth Christmas Party 2018

Dates to Remember

No youth on December 23rd or 30th.
Youth fellowship resumes on January 6th.
No youth on Sunday January 27th as the youth
will be at Resurrection.
Registration online at :
1stchurch.org/Resurrection

Rev. Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273
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Building Fund
In memory of:
Eldon Moore

Welcome Table

Given by:
Herbert Dixon

Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
William McConnell, Jr.
Gayle Lorraine Pepper

Given by:
CR Kitchen Staff
Dan & Jan McCoy

Memorials & Honorariums

Memorial Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Eula Gray Goddard Blount Memorial Hospital
Eula Gray Goddard Tom & Diane Ballard
Eula Gray Goddard Carolyn Forster
Eula Gray Goddard John & Jane Nichols
Eula Gray Goddard Steve & Martha Shields
Eula Gray Goddard Kenneth Paxton
Eula Gray Goddard Tommy & Carol Hunt
Eula Gray Goddard Dan & Jan McCoy
Eula Gray Goddard Brad & Patsy Lunde
Eula Gray Goddard Maxine Redwine
AB Goddard
Steve & Martha Shields
AB Goddard
Kenneth Paxton
Dennis Burns
Tommy & Carol Hunt
Fay Taylor
Tommy & Carol Hunt
Fay Taylor
Bill & Helen Quarles
Fay Taylor
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Clariece Emert
Steve & Martha Shields
Tom Stanley
Steve & Martha Shields
Eldon Moore
Dan & Connie Berry
Eldon Moore
Dave & Becky Adams
Eldon Moore
Brookdale Friends
Eldon Moore
Kathy Dorner
Harold & Jean Lambert Fred & Judy Lawson
Coy & Letha Dixon Herbert Dixon

Missions Fund
In memory of:
Jane Robinson
Jane Robinson

Given by:
Steve & Martha Shields
David & Brenda Watts

Music Fund
In memory of:
Eula Gray Goddard
Roy & Peggy Young
Eldon Moore

Given by:
Charlie & Barbara Barton
Herbert Dixon
Bob & Phyllis Bostick

In memory of:
John Rollins
Eula Gray Goddard
Eldon Moore
Russell West

Given by:
Steve & Martha Shields
Don & Beverly Fint
John & Julie Rochelle
John & Julie Rochelle

In Memoriam:
Rev. Eldon Anderson Moore
Entered the Church Triumphant
November 29, 2018

R. Gail (Patrick) Brim

Joined First Church
March 27, 1983
Entered the Church Triumphant
December 5, 2018

Douglas Richard Hardwick
Joined First Church
May 21, 1989
Entered the Church Triumphant
December 12, 2018

Christian sympathy extended to:
Cecil Carmen in the death of his sister, Margaret
Norflleet in November.

The family of Rev. Eldon Moore who died on
November 29th.
The family of Gail Brim who died on
December 5th.
The family of Doug Hardwick who died on
December 12th.

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of:
Eldon Moore

Given by:
Maryville HS Class of 1950
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The next regular edition of The Church Bell comes out on January 7, 2019
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is January 4, 2019

