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WHERE IS THE CHRISMON TREE? 
Rev. Catherine Nance 

     The Chrismon Tree will beautify our 
sanctuary on Sunday December 20th  
through Epiphany Sunday, January 3rd.  
The word Chrismon simply means signs (or 
monograms) for Christ.  
      The first Chrismons that graced the tree 
at First United Methodist were made by 
women in 1975 under the direction of 
Monte (Mrs. William H.) Steele. Her 
husband was the pastor at the time. (Rev. 
Steele is the first minister I remember as a 
child. He served at my home church, Brainerd 
Methodist in Chattanooga.) 

      I hope you will spend some time in quiet 
meditation  -- perhaps during a prelude or 
while the choir is offering an anthem. Or 
you may come in anytime during the week 
to get a close up view and think about what 
these symbols mean. This list will help you 
get started! 

Shapes: 
Circles represent eternity and the  

never-ending love of God. 
 

Triangles represent the Trinity – God as 
creator, redeemer, and sustainer; Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit 
 

Letters:  
XP – the chi rho (X is ‘chi’ ; what looks like 
a capital P is ‘rho.’ These are the first two 

letters in xristus (Christ in Greek) 
 

INRI (same letters we see on our cross) is 
the acronym for the Latin words, Iesus 
Nazrenus, Rex Iudaeorum (Jesus of 

Nazareth, King of the Jews), which Pilate 
ordered be placed on the cross of Jesus. 

 
IHS are the first three letters of Jesus’  
name in Greek. The name “Jesus”, in 

Greek, is written ιησους which is 
transliterated as “ihsous” and 

pronounced iēsous.  
 
      You will recognize other images from 
scripture calling to mind Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd, King, and Lamb.  

      Our children are learning about the 
Jesse Tree on Wednesday nights which 
demonstrates the connection from the Old 
Testament to the New Testament. The 
Chrismon tree uses symbols to tell the 
story of Christ. They reflect the richness of 
our faith and the many dimensions of the 
story.  We are thankful to Paul Brown, our 
maintenance supervisor, and the United 
Methodist Women Executive Board who 
decorate our tree each year.  



2015 Christmas Offering 
 
As you look for the blessings that come from the 
unexpected things of this season, we hope that you 
will remember your neighbors who struggle to find the 
joy that you know so well. Please share Christ’s gifts 
with others by remembering Good Neighbors of 
Blount County as you plan your Christmas giving.  
 
Good Neighbors is an ecumenical organization 
helping people out of a temporary crisis.   
 
The Christmas Offering benefitting the organization 
will be collected during the three worship services on 
Christmas Eve, December 24th. 
 

The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams  982-1273 
 
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 982-1273 

Staff 
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Year End Giving 

Thank you for your faithful support of the ministry and 
mission of 1st United Methodist Church!  Your help is still 
needed to continue the many ministries of the church.  
Here are ways you can contribute: 

  

· Gifts of Cash:  Most gifts to our church come in the 
form of cash via a check or online giving.  We typically 
receive as much as 25% of our gifts in the last two 
months of the year. 

· Online Giving: www.1stchurch.org 

(Under the “Inside 1st” tab or  
scroll down to the $ sign at the bottom of the webpage) 

 

· Gifts of Appreciated Stocks or Bonds: You can 
transfer ownership of stocks, bonds or mutual funds 
to the church and (if you itemize deductions) receive 
an immediate tax deduction based on the full fair 
market value of the securities on the date of the 
transfer.  This is a way of avoiding a capital gains tax 
while giving the church the benefit of the full value of 
the security.  (To receive this benefit, it is important to 
transfer ownership before the security is sold.)  
Please call Mark Blodgett at 268-2917 for transfer 
instructions. 

In order for contributions to be posted to your 2015 giving 
record, they must be received at the church or 
postmarked on or before December 31st.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

  

The church office will be closed December 28-30th, 
but will be open for year end giving on December 31st 

from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.   

 

If you need any assistance with year-end giving 
please call Mark Blodgett at the office:  

268-2917 or  mobile 242-0869. 
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From the rousing medley of songs in Christmas 
Fantasy for Orchestra, to the familiar sounds of 
Angels We Have Hears on High, the hundreds of 
people who came out Sunday morning and Sunday 
night to hear the Chancel Choir Cantata left 
inspired.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s Cantata was titled “And the Word 
Became Flesh.” The music and narration followed  
scripture from the story of creation through the birth 
of Jesus Christ.   Sunday’s performance was 
recorded and will air on television Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day 

1st News Packed house for Christmas Cantata 

This time of year is certainly a busy one here at 1st 
UMC.  In addition to the Chancel Choir Cantata and 
Christmas Eve services, there are several other ways 
1st UMC is ministering to people throughout the 
holiday season.  
 
 Wesley Hall was used for an annual dance event 

for people involved with The GATE.  The local 
Civitan Club hosted the event. 

 
 Dozens of inmates at the Blount County Detention 

Center got to spend a little time with their loved 
ones at a special Christmas party here at the 
church. 

 
 The Children’s Choirs got people in the spirit of 

Christmas on December 6th with their annual 
holiday program. Afterward, there were plenty of 
snacks and crafts for everyone to enjoy.  

 
 Each Sunday, the Morning Glory Chorus has 

presented specially commissioned arrangements 
of Carols from around the world.  

 
 Several Sunday School classes and other church 

groups have also been having holiday parties this 
season along with the children of Wesley Day 
School. 

A busy time 

Bert back on the trail 

The Appalachian Trail Chaplain, 
1st UMC’s own Bert Emmerson, 
is back on the trail after taking a 
break for hernia surgery. Earlier 
this month, he started hiking 
north from the Southern 
terminus of the trail at Springer 
Mountain, Georgia.    
 
As of this writing he was getting 
ready to begin the North 
Carolina section of the trail, 
heading north.  
 
 

Follow Bert while he travels the Appalachian Trail on 
Facebook (Appalachian Trail Chaplain) or 

www.trailjournals.com/WILDCAT  

Where to watch the Cantata on television: 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 th 
MyVLT (Charter 15) 12:00 noon  

 
Christmas Day, December 25th  

WVLT  
(Charter 8 & 708)  

6:00 AM 
4:00 PM   
5:00 PM  

http://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/APPALACHIANTRAILCHAPLAIN
http://www.trailjournals.com/WILDCAT
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Facebook 
Skype

Facebook, 

January 31st at 5:00 pm. 

 
Coming February 28th: 

Homosexuality and the Church 

                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        by Rev. Catherine Nance 
 

All three of our clergy will spend five Sundays sharing 
“Why I believe….” We could have done a series on 
“What We Believe” and lay out the tenets of our faith that 
we hold in common with all Christians (found in the 
Apostles’ Creed and other creeds of the church). Or, we 
could have talked about the United Methodist emphases 
of the Christian faith (prevenient grace, personal piety 
and social holiness, going on to perfection). But the 
series title, WHY I BELIEVE … conveys that each of us 
understands that our beliefs come out of experience and 
relationship – not just accepting a list of statements.   

Our three clergy have different backgrounds and 
experiences which have formed their faith – just like you 
are different from folks in the church. We are not all the 
same. Hopefully, this series will prompt you to articulate 
why you believe! 
 
Rev. Benson will be preaching at 8:15; Rev. Nance will 
be at 10:30 Traditional and Rev. Slack will be at the 
10:30 Contemporary. We invite you to listen to all three – 
at least one in person, the other two online! 
 
 

January 10th – Why I Believe in God 
January 17th – Why I Believe in the Cross 
January 24th – Why I Believe in the Bible 

January 31st – Why I Believe in the Church 
February 7th – Why I Believe in Prayer 
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A message from Rev. Parker Benson 
 
It has been a year and a half since my wife and I moved 
from Northern Georgia to East Tennessee. We now live in 
Happy Valley, just over the Chilhowee ridge. We enjoy 
country living and gentleman farming with chickens, horses 
and a few cows. When I accepted pastoral responsibilities 
for the Celebrate Recovery Maryville program, I had no 
idea how it was organized or who ran it, but I soon learned 
that 30 enthusiastic volunteers were preparing meals, music, small groups and hospitality. In time I have seen our 
Celebrate Recovery program grow from an average attendance of 75 to 80 to currently 150 to 220 people. We recently 
trained 30 more volunteers who will begin on January 6, 2016. 
 
Coming to Celebrate Recovery is like a family outing — greeting old friends and new members and watching volunteers 
offer fellowship and assistance to everyone. CR is my second happy place, and every Wednesday is a new and exciting 
experience. I have been blessed to witness more than 60 people come forward in the past 11 months to accept a blue chip 
as a pledge to change their lives and follow Jesus. It does not always work the first time, but as we say, “keep coming 
back.” 
 
I want to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Remember, “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
 
Keep coming back and bring your friends! 

Whether it’s Bing Crosby or Michael W. Smith, 
there are plenty of ways music can get you 
thinking about Christmas.   This Sunday, 
December 20th, the Praise Band at 1st Church 
presents its yearly Christmas Music Special.   

 

While the worship service doesn’t start until 10:30, 
the band will start playing around 10:15 and there 
will be light refreshments for you to enjoy.  This is 
a great way to celebrate Christmas so be sure and 
bring a friend (or two) ! 

Enjoy! 

Wednesday, December 23rd 
Celebrate Recovery Christmas “Eve” 

Candlelight worship and music by Retrospect 
(band members are Cindy & David Hopper, Dan Thomas, Larry Poole and Brad Nance) 

 
Wednesday, December 30th 

Debbie Dotson, “Living with Raymond”  

www.crmaryvilletn.com 



There are tentative plans for a bonfire at John Kerr’s farm on January 
10th.  More details coming soon. 

 
Resurrection 2016 is coming up January 22-24. 

If you plan on going, please register at: 
 http://www.eventbrite.com/e/ resurrection-2016-tickets-19532429021  
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Attention 6th Graders! 

It is time to register for Confirmation Class. Confirmation is the process our youth go through to 
either claim for themselves the vows made at their baptism or to make the decision to be baptized. 
Confirmation is when we tell sixth graders they are no longer ‘little kids’ but full members of the 
church with responsibilities and accountability. 
 
Registration and orientation is Wednesday, January 6. Drop by Rev. Catherine Nance’s office 
anytime that Wednesday between 3:30 and 6:30. She is in room 213 upstairs. 
 
Classes will begin on Sunday, January 10 and will run through March 6. They will be in two 
parts. The Sunday School hour (9:15 – 10:15) will be a time of Bible study; Sunday nights  
(5:00 – 6:00) will be a time for theological learning and articulating what it means to be a disciple. 
Snack supper with the youth group will be from 6:00 – 6:30.  
 
Confirmation Sunday is March 6. There will be an evening service just for our Confirmation 
Class at 6:00 with a dinner to follow. This was a very special event last year with the youth choir 
providing the worship music. 

 
If you have a sixth grader and have not received an email from Rev. Nance, please call the church 

office at 982-1273 to make sure we have your contact information.  

News 

Youth Christmas Party 2015 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/%20resurrection-2016-tickets-19532429021


Memorials & Honorariums 
 
 
 
Sundays 
*7:35 am    Morning Glory Chorus, 249 
* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various classrooms)   
*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
December 20th  
   10:30 am Contemporary Worship Christmas Special  
January 10th 
     4:00 pm Outreach Committee Meeting, 254 
 

Mondays 
December 21st  
 10:00 am  Book Club, 204 
 

Wednesdays 
*6:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
*7:00 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 
*8:10 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms) 
 

NEW TIMES FOR CELEBRATE RECOVERY  
STARTING JANUARY 6TH! 

Light Meal at 5:45 pm 
Worship at 6:30 pm 

Share Groups at 7:40 pm 
 
 
Chancel Choir Rehearsals resume January 6th 

 
Thursdays 
*5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
December 24th 
  2:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship for Children & Families 
  7:00 pm  Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Worship 
10:00 pm  Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is available 

at www.1stchurch.org.  
*denotes an event that happens each week 

 
 
 

Happening at 
Building Fund 

In memory of:    Given by: 
Sam Johnson  Mike & Glenda Maher 
 

Children’s Department 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Jean Blazer  Tellico Village Property Owners 

 
Habitat Build 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Jean Blazer  Jeff & Kaye Gagley 
Jean Blazer  Tellico Village Property Owners 
Jean Blazer  Nancy Martin 
Jean Blazer  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
 

Welcome Table 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Sam Johnson  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
Sam Johnson  Don & Cathy Watson 
Sam Johnson  Steve & Shirley Stinnett 
Sam Johnson  Vivian Selecman 
Sam Johnson  Larry & Lynn Ladd 
Sam Johnson  Jama Wilson 
Sam Johnson  Jackie Abbott 
Sam Johnson  Sara Margaret Depew 
Steve Dorner  Brad & Patsy Lunde 
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Christian sympathy extended to: 
Ellie Doughty and family in the recent death of her 
mother.  

Our Church Family 

Do you have a prayer request you want to share 
with the ministers of 1st UMC?  If so, you can send 
them online.  Just go to www.1stchurch.org, click on 
“Grow with 1st” and you’ll see the spot to “click” for 
prayer requests.  

Clergy Mobile Phone Numbers 
Rev. Catherine Nance 865-660-2082 
Rev. Parker Benson  770-715-5743 
Rev. Sarah Slack  865-640-0807 

The Church Office will be closed from December 
24th through January 3rd.  During this time if you 
need to reach the church you can call the main line 

at 982-1273 and leave a message. Voice mail 
messages will be checked regularly.   

 
You can also email staff members.  

(Email addresses can be found on page 2 ) 

 
Mark Blodgett will be available at the church for year 

end giving on December 31st from  
10:00 am until 4:00 pm 

http://www.1stchurch.org/
http://1stchurch.org/grow-with-1st


Maryville First United Methodist Church 
804 Montvale Station Road 

Maryville, Tennessee   37803 
Phone:  865-982-1273 / Fax:  865-983-5408 
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ONLINE ALL THE TIME! 

www.1stchurchevents.org 

This is the last edition of The Church Bell for 2015. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


