
A 
dvent is upon us and a long string of seasonal activities is 
underway. This past Sunday morning, the sounds of the 
season echoed through the halls  of 1st UMC as the choirs 

and the praise band filled the church with special music.   
 
That night, the children lifted their voices in a presentation called 
ñChristmas is Jesus,ò a reminder to us all about the real reason for 
the season.   
 
For the Youth it was time for the monthly ñSunday Fundayò which for 
December meant a Christmas themed event.  The youth and 
leaders came together for food, games and crazy gifts.  
 
There was even time on Sunday night set aside to get ready for this 
coming Sunday morningôs Cantata presentation for the 8:15 worship 
service.  
 
Inside the pages of this ñMini Church Bellò you will find several 
reminders of what is to come as we continue this season of 
preparation.  
 
Keep up with whatôs happening during the Advent & Christmas 

season at 1stchurch.org/Christmas as well as on  
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

R 
ev. Jack Porter kicks off our Advent 
Noonday Worship series this week 
with a look at heirlooms.  These 

short services on Wednesdays 
(December 6th,13th & 20th) 
are designed around your busy 
schedule and they provide a 
time for reflection during the 
work day.   
 
Join us each week in the 
Sanctuary and stay for a light 
lunch in Wesley Hall.  Please 
bring an item, photo, or story 
relating to the days topic as the 
sharing continues at the lunch table.  
 
December 6: Rev. Jack Porter (heirlooms) 
December 13: Rev. Leah Burns (gifts) 
December 20: Rev. Sarah Slack (songs) 

http://www.1stchurch.org/Christmas
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A time for giving 
Every year we take up a special Christmas offering during the 7:00 pm presentation of the Chancel Choir 
Cantata and during the Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services. This year, the offering will benefit two 
organizations that are familiar to most people in the 1st UMC Family:  Good Neighbors of Blount County and 
the Community Food Connection of Blount County.   Both help families in crisis.  As you are planning your ñgift 
listò this season, please consider giving to this yearôs special Christmas offering.  

Attention YOUTH! 

Resurrection 2018 is coming your way January 19th 
through 21st in Pigeon Forge.  The cost is $125 per 
person and you need to register soon. Just go online 
to the youth page at 1stchurch.org or contact Nathan 
Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or 982-1273. 

Attention 6th Graders 

Plans are in the works for Confirmation Class.  If you 
are in the 6th grade and havenôt been contacted 
about the class yet, please contact Rev. Catherine 

Nance at cnance@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273.  

The Morning Glory Chorus is proud to present  

Pepper Choplin's I Hear the Prophet Callinô  (The Christmas Story 
from Prophecy to Fulfilment) . 
 
This special work of music uses an Appalachian-folk style to tell 
the story of our Redeemer's birth. It includes a cajun style rendition 
of "Go Tell it on the Mountain."   
 
Please join us THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH, during the  
8:15 Traditional Worship service as we prepare our hearts and 
minds for Christ's coming!   

The Chancel Choir Cantata, ñCarols of Christmasò 
comes your way on Sunday, December 17th at 10:30 am and 
7:00 pm.  (The latter service will be recorded for future airing on 
television. Check 1stchurch.org/Christmas for air times).  
 
Familiar songs like ñO Holy Night,ò ñJoy to the World,ò and 
ñSilent Nightò help you know itôs Christmas time.  This year, the 
Chancel Choir Cantata and orchestra will use carols to  tell the 
story of Jesusô birth in ways that are both familiar and new .  
 
Hope to see you there!  
 
*From 8:30 am until 12:15 pm there will be a shuttle running from 
behind the Junior High School to the Porte Cochere to help free up 

parking spaces for our expected guests. 
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