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Jesus and the Great Pumpkin
During the season of Advent, our focus
is on the coming of Christ. Advent
means, to come. We understand the part
about anticipating the coming of the
Christ Child. We all know and love the
stories from Matthew and Luke. But it’s
the other coming that we have trouble
with -- The Second Coming.








We say it in the communion liturgy:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ
will come again.
We say it in the Apostles’ Creed: he
ascended into heaven and sitteth at
the right hand of God the Father
almighty; from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the dead.
We sing it: Mine eyes have seen the
glory of the coming Lord … his truth
is marching on.
We read it in our scriptures: At that
time, the Son of Man will appear in
the sky …. (Matthew 24:30); Look, he
is coming with the clouds and every
eye will see him … (Revelation 1:7)

But what do we believe about it?
Rev. Dan Benedict with the General
Board of Discipleship reminds us that we
Methodists are a practical people.
As the spiritual descendants of John
Wesley, we are practical people
attending to Christ present in worship
and in the daily life and needs of others
around us.

There are some Methodists who take the
second coming quite literally – waiting for
Christ to appear in the sky; but most of
us are somewhere else on the
theological spectrum. We see in Paul’s
early letters a lot of emphasis on the
physical return of Christ; but then as time
went on there is more emphasis on
discipleship and how Christ lives in us.
(Continued on next page)
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I think of Linus sitting in the
pumpkin patch all night on
Halloween waiting for the
Great Pumpkin to show up to
bring him candy. He misses
the fun of Halloween night and spends it alone instead
of with Charlie Brown and Lucy.
In the book of Acts, when the disciples asked Jesus
about a specific timeline, he says, “It is not for you to
know…” He goes on to talk about being witnesses and
receiving power from the Holy Spirit. When I speak of
the coming of Christ during Advent, I do not propose
that Christians go stand outside and gaze up at the
heavens or wait in a pumpkin patch. We have work to
do and ministry to be involved in because we believe
Christ lives and reigns now.
And later?
In last Sunday’s sermon I spoke of this ‘in between
time” and the “now and not yet” that we Christians
experience. Another way to talk about it is the “until
time.” We end our communion liturgy with these words:
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The phrase before the preposition until gives me plenty
to do and work on; the phrase after until is the hope
and mystery in which I place my trust.
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hearts.

There are several Advent studies offered this season.
More information available in the last issue of The Church
Bell and online at www.1stchurch.org in “The Songs of
Christmas” section or call 982-1273.

Songs of Advent: Looking at the readings for Sunday
10:00 am on December 7, 14, and 21st

Songs of Advent: Looking at the readings for Sunday
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DAILY DEVOTIONS FOR ADVENT
The staff of 1st UMC along with church members are
offering you a chance to reflect on “The Songs of
Christmas” throughout the Advent season. Each
day a new devotional piece is offered via email or
online at www.1stmaryvilleblogspot.com. You can
sign up for the daily emails by visiting:
www.1stchurch.org

10:00 am on December 2, 9, 16

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
6:45 pm on December 2, 9, 16

If you know someone without internet access, why
not print out a few of the devotions for them or just
share them during your time together?

The Jesse Tree (Children’s study & Adult study)
5:15 pm on December 2, 9, 16
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1st News
Online “renovations”
The renovation process is nearing an end and
over the next few weeks, people will be
enjoying holiday activities and worship in
newly transformed spaces.
In this day and age, most people search for a
church by going online first.

Advent Begins
We are now in the season of Advent, the time of preparation for
the birth of Christ . The first candles on the Advent Wreaths were
lit this past Sunday. This year instead of the traditional purple
and pink candle, we are using blue to express expectation, the
waiting and watching theme of Advent. We hope you will join us
each Sunday for worship as together we get ready to celebrate
the good news that Christ is born.

Family Promise
During the week of Thanksgiving many of you stepped up to help
host Family Promise. Because of the holiday, the families
hosted had to spend a little more time at the church than usual.
However, thanks to the dedication of the volunteers they had
plenty to keep the families busy.

Last week, the church’s digital “front door”
unveiled its renovation. The new website
features bigger and bolder visual elements,
easier navigation and a more streamlined
mobile version. Some elements of the
website are still “under construction.”
You can visit the website (www.1stchurch.org)
to read The Church Bell, check out the
Sunday bulletin, sign up for events and even
listen to (and download) sermons. Take a look
when you get a chance!

In the New Year, 1st UMC will continue its participation in Family
Promise. Here are the dates to keep in mind. Please continue
watching for details on volunteer training opportunities and other
ways you can help.

Host Weeks for 2016
Feb 28-March 6
June 5-12
Sept 4-11
Dec 4-11

Dollywood Trip planned
The senior adults in the church are invited to come on a
trip to see the millions of lights at Dollywood as well as
enjoy the Christmas shows and great food.
Mae Owenby is organizing the trip on December 9th.
The bus will leave the church around 12:30 pm. and
should be back by 7:30 pm. You’ll need to buy your
tickets to Dollywood as well as your meals. Sign up
online at www.1stchurch.org under the “Happening at
1st” section, or call the church office at 982-1273.
The Compassion Counseling Center
is now open. The ribbon cutting and
Open House was on November 10th.
For more on what services the center
offers call 724-2325 or visit:
www.compassion-counseling.com.

Dollywood Trip
December 9th
Bus leaves at 12:30 pm
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The Chancel Choir of
1st United Methodist
Church presents:

One of the most highly anticipated events of the year is almost
here! This spectacular time of music on December 13th
features the voices of an 80+ member choir backed by a full
orchestra.
Terry Wilson, the Director of Music at 1st UMC, leads this
musical exploration of the doctrine of the Incarnation. The
Cantata features a beautiful balance of familiar hymns and
Christmas carols along with new choral compositions.
The Christmas Cantata will be recorded and televised on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Below are the showtimes.

34th Annual Christmas Cantata
December 13th
10:30 am & 7:00 pm
Sanctuary

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

December 24th
Noon to 1:00 pm
MyVLT

December 25th
6:00 am to 7:00 am
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
5:00 pm to 6:00 pm
WVLT-TV

On the morning of December 13th there will be a continuous
shuttle running from 8:30 am until 12:30 pm for people who
park BEHIND Maryville Junior High School . The shuttle will
run from that parking area to the Porte Cochere and back. All
choir and 1st UMC members who can, are encouraged to take
advantage of the shuttle. This will help free up 70 or more
parking spaces for our guests and visitors.

Time honored traditions
Whether it’s hearing the Christmas story, singing Christmas
hymns or spreading the “light of the world” to others,
Christmas Eve is a special time.
This year, the Children and Family Candlelight Service
returns at 2:00 in the afternoon with the Traditional Worship
Services are at 7:00 and 10:00 pm.

Christmas Eve Worship
2:00 pm
Children & Family
Candlelight Service
Sanctuary
7:00 pm & 10:00 pm
Traditional Candlelight Service
Sanctuary

Since Christmas Eve falls on a Thursday this year, there will
not be a special dinner that night. Instead everyone is invited
to come eat a delicious meal at 5:00 pm at the Welcome
Table.
For folks wanting a more contemporary worship experience,
you can check out the Celebrate Recovery service the day
before, December 23rd at 7:00 pm.
This year’s Christmas offering will benefit Good Neighbors of
Blount County. The ecumenical organization helps people out of
a temporary crisis. The offering will be taken during the 7:00 pm
Cantata performance on December 13th and during the
Christmas Eve worship services on December 24th.
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One in five American adults
experience some form of a
mental health illness during
their lifetime, according to
MentalHealth.gov.
Unfortunately mental health
is not always treated as
seriously as other illnesses.
When an employee has the
flu, he or she is able to call
in sick with no questions
asked. If an employee has a mental illness and calls in
sick with depression or anxiety, he or she is usually
questioned and expected to toughen up. If nothing else
those individuals are certainly viewed differently by their
peers. A 2015 Fox News article on mental health in the
workplace cites that employers should view mental health
illnesses in the same light as physical illnesses. “Although
the laws are complex, a good rule of thumb is that your
employer can’t treat your mental illness as any less
serious than a physical illness that affects your ability to
do the job in the same manner.”
There is an unjustified stigma with mental illness. In order
for society to better understand mental health, it must be
understood and observed from the perspective of people
who struggle with mental illness on a daily basis.
Celebrate Recovery Maryville offers steps toward hope
and healing that those with mental health concerns often
long for.

Many suffering with different variations of mental
disorders feel the same way as Elliejane. After they are
diagnosed, often they are left untreated due to a lack of
understanding about the complexity of some mental
disorders. MentalHealth.gov cites that only 44 percent of
adults and less than 20 percent of children receive the
treatment they need.
Elliejane believes, “a big hardship for someone diagnosed
with bipolar disorder is the response of family members.
Some families think a person with bipolar disorder should
straighten up and work through it. Family members might
think you could 'choose' to be better, but you can’t.
Bipolar disorder is a disease, just like diabetes or any
other disease. It requires medical care and followthrough. It requires taking responsibility for the care of
this illness and the resulting behaviors.”
Elliejane took responsibility for her disease, found support
from her brother and her community at CR. Through
proper medication, prayer and fellowship through CR, she
has received much needed healing. Her illness still
requires constant discipline and attention, but through
sharing her burden with the Lord and others at CR, she
can navigate life with an increased sense of ease and
peace.

The motto of Celebrate Recovery, “a burden shared is a
lighter burden,” rings true in the methods that CR uses to
help those who come to seek hope and healing. CR
Elliejane, a participant in CR with bipolar disorder,
Maryville encourages participants to share their struggles
struggled through the effects of her disorder with no
with like-minded individuals who have been through
diagnosis or resolution for nine years. She went from
similar events at the weekly small group meetings.
doctor to doctor consistently seeking a resolution for what Although CR is well-equipped to help those working
was wrong with her health. After her diagnosis, she
through mental illnesses, they are dedicated to enhancing
struggled further. “After processing the shock of such
sharing groups for mental health in the future.
news, I felt completely overwhelmed. I struggled to get to
the next question. I had so many reactions that I was
Celebrate Recovery
confused even more. In some ways, I was relieved that
Each Wednesday Night
there was a reason for my odd and unstable behavior.”

6:00 pm Light Meal
7:00 pm Worship
8:10 pm Open Share Groups
www.CRMaryvilleTN.com

The United Methodist Women have wrapped up their medicine bottle
collection project.
The final shipment of bottles will be going to Malawi during the first two
weeks of January. Thanks to all who helped make this effort a success!
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Children’s Corner
Contact:

Denise Johns, djohns@1stchurch.org or 982-1273

Christmas Family Night
Sunday, December 6th
Sanctuary & Asbury Hall
This weekend you are invited to enjoy an evening
of music from the Children’s Choirs followed by
some Christmas crafting and snacks. Please bring
a snack to share and let us know you’re coming by
signing up online at www.1stchurch.org under the
“Happening at 1st” section.

Advent Study for Children (and Adults)
Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6:15 pm
Children’s Study in room C11
Adult Study in room 118
Over the next few weeks, you and your children have a
chance to learn about the Jesse Tree. This Advent
Study begins on December 2nd and will be on
Wednesdays from 5:15 to 6:15 through December 16th.
Please sign up online at www.1stchurch.org or call
Denise Johns at 982-1273.

Helping make dreams come true
A children’s book & song has been written by a member of our church, Karen Ousley Smith. Children
of 1st UMC and local schools illustrated it. The price of the book with CD is $15. All proceeds go to the
Dream Connection, a non-profit organization dedicated to fulfilling the special dreams of children ages
three to eighteen who are faced with life-threatening and chronically—debilitating diseases.
The proceeds from the sale of this book will be presented at the December Connection WIVK
radiothaon. The books will be available for sale following the Family Christmas night program on
Sunday, December 6th. Thanks for supporting this effort.

As we get set to celebrate the birth of Christ, come join the
Contemporary Worship service in a special hour of upbeat
music of the season!

Contemporary Worship Christmas Special
December 20th
10:30 am (Asbury Hall)
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Page 6

Memorials & Honorariums
Happening at
Sundays
*7:35 am Morning Glory Chorus, 249
* 8:15 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
* 9:15 am Sunday School (Various classrooms)
*10:30 am Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
*10:30 am Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall
December 6th
5:00 pm Children & Family Christmas, Sanctuary & Asbury
December 13th
10:30 & 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary
December 20th
10:30 am Contemporary Worship Christmas Special, Asbury

Building Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Coy & Letha Dixon
Herbert Dixon
Roy & Peggy Young
Herbert Dixon
In memory of:
Jean Blazer

Children’s Department
Given by:
Karl & Sherry Miller

In memory of:
John Wisecarver
George Pate
Jean Blazer

Memorial Fund
Given by:
Herbert Dixon
Shields Sunday School
Hope Lewis

Mondays
*5:30 pm Youth Coffee Talk, Vienna Coffee
December 7, 14, 21
10:00 am Songs of Advent Study w/Rev. Benson, 202
December 14
11:30 am Men’s Connection
4:00 pm Heritage Christmas Party, Wesley Hall
December 21st
10:00 am Book Club, 205

United Methodist Women Gifts to Missions
In memory of:
Given by:
Lorene Kimbrough
Local Unit UMW
Jean Blazer
Local Unit UMW
Lucille West
Sue Cox
Lucille West
Circle 2
Martha Bird
Circle 1
Melda Warner
Friend

Tuesdays
*10:00 am Bible Study, 152
December 8th & 15th
7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Our Church Family

Wednesdays
*6:00 pm Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
*7:00 pm Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
*8:10 pm Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)
December 2, 9, 16
10:00 am Songs of Advent Study w/Rev.Slack, 205
December 2, 9, 16
5:15 pm The Jesse Tree Advent Study
Children in room C11, Adults in room 118
6:45 pm O Come, O Come, Emmanuel w/Rev. Nance, 202
December 9th
7:00 pm Orchestra Rehearsal, Sanctuary
7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal,249
Thursdays
*7:15 am Youth, Biscuits with Jesus
*5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
December 10th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
6:30 pm Trustees Meeting, 202

Friday, December 11th
7:00 pm Chancel Choir & Orchestra Rehearsal, Sanctuary
The Happening at 1st calendar and other information is available
at www.1stchurch.org.
*denotes an event that happens each week
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Christian sympathy extended to: the family of
Sam Johnson who died on November 22nd.

Please welcome these
new members!
Steve & Leslie Shuman
who joined on Nov. 29th.
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Nathan Irwin, Youth Director
nirwin@1stchurch.org
Youth Holiday Schedule Mid week events:
Sunday Night Youth:
Thursday December 3rd
Sunday Dec 6th
Biscuits with Jesus, 7:15 am in room 205
Children's Christmas program at 5:00 pm, dinner
Dinner Club 6:00 pm @ Cheddar's
together at 6:00 pm, games at 7:00 pm
Monday December 8th
Sunday December 13th
Coffee Talk 5:30pm @ Vienna Coffee
Youth Christmas Party 5:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday December 10th
Christmas Cantata 7:00 pm
Biscuits with Jesus, 7:15am in room 205
Monday December 14
Coffee Talk 5:30pm @ Vienna Coffee
Resurrection 2016 is coming up January 22-24.
Thursday December 17
Please register at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
NO Biscuits with Jesus
resurrection-2016-tickets-19532429021
Dinner Club 6:00 pm @ Location TBA

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!
There will be a “Mini Church Bell” coming out on December 9th!

www.1stchurch.org
www.1stchurchevents.org

