The Carols of Christmas
Christmas is celebrated around the world
and much of the music we enjoy during
the season is shaped by the global
nature of the holiday.
Over the next few weeks, the Morning
Glory Chorus will bring you a collection of
Christmas carols from around the world.

The Candles of Christmas

Composer Stan Pethel, a close friend of
1st UMC Director of Music, Terry Wilson,
arranged the music you’ll be hearing.

On December 4th at 5:00 pm, the children of
the church will present a program entitled
Candles of Christmas. The words of the
opening song Celebrate the Season invite us Featured over the next few weeks are:
to “celebrate the birth of Jesus and give a gift  English Carols including The Holly
and the Ivy
because the greatest gift of all was Christ,

German Carols including Silent Night
who came on Christmas Day.”
 French Carols including
Sing We Now of Christmas
With reading selections, music and the
 American Carols including
lighting of candles, we will remember the
We Three Kings
shepherds, the angels, the star, the birth and
the majesty of Christmas.
Following the program in the Sanctuary, the event moves down to
Asbury Hall. The church is providing pizza and chili as well as crafts
for children to enjoy. Please bring a finger food to share as we come
together for a special evening, celebrating the light that Jesus brings
into the world!

Volunteers are
needed for the
December 4th
event.
See page 6 for
more information.

An afternoon of Christmas music
by Dwain Pesterfield
If you’ve been in the Sanctuary on a Sunday morning, chances are you’ve heard the beautiful sounds of the
church’s pipe organ. Coming up on December 18th at 4:00 pm, church organist Dwain Pesterfield brings you
An Afternoon of Christmas Music on the newly renovated and expanded pipe organ. The program will include many
arrangements of familiar Christmas carols as well as original compositions. Among these will be Nativity
Miniatures, a collection of numbers based on the story of the birth of Christ as found in the New Testament as well
as the favorite The March of the Magi Kings.
The original pipe organ was installed in 1926 in the First Methodist Church building located on East Broadway
(now the site of the Citizens Bank of Blount County). It was built by the M. P. Moeller Organ Company of
Hagerstown, Maryland. Mrs. Carrie Jessie Bittle Depew (John) was organist until her death in 1931. At that time,
her daughter Josephine Depew Shelton (Glenn) assumed the organist duties. She served until her retirement in
1977. Upon Mrs. Shelton's retirement, Dwain Pesterfield, our present organist, was asked to serve as organist. He
has continued in this position since that time.
In 1966 when the church relocated to the new building on Montvale Station Road,
the organ was rebuilt by the Moller Company. Much of the original instrument
was used and additions were made to increase it by 2.5 times its original size. A
new console also replaced the original one.
When the church made the decision to renovate the current sanctuary, there was
also a plan to expand and update the organ. This included additional pipes as
well as updating the organ chamber and the console with state of the art digital
and computerized settings. These changes make the instrument much more
versatile to accompany the church's varied music program as well as
enhancement for the organ's solo use. The latest organ update was completed in
the Fall of 2016 by the Barger & Nix Organs in
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Experience the Chancel Choir’s Christmas Cantata on December 11th
The Word Became Flesh by Dan Goeller is a musical exploration of the doctrine of the Incarnation. The musical
score is epic in scope and contains a beautiful balance of familiar hymns and Christmas carols with new choral
compositions. The underscored narratives are adapted from scripture and are presented in an
accessible and dramatic way.
This year’s Chancel Choir cantata begins with creation and God’s perfect plan for fellowship. This divine plan,
interrupted by the fall, continues with God’s promising a Savior who will save His people from their sins.
The story ends with a glorious celebration of the birth of this Savior, Jesus,
the Word Incarnate.
Conductor: Terry Wilson, Director of Music
Pianist: Dwain Pesterfield
Narrator: Rev. Catherine Nance, Senior Pastor
Each year, the Chancel Choir Cantata is broadcast
throughout East Tennessee. It’s a great way of
watching it with family and friends during the holidays.

The cantata airs on Christmas Day at the
following times and stations.
6:00 am on WBXX (The CW 20)
9:00 am on MyVLT
12:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)
5:00 pm on WVLT (Channel 8)
*This year you will also be able to livestream the 10:30 am
presentation of the Cantata via our website under the
“Worship at 1st” section at www.1stchurch.org.

Experience the Contemporary side of
Christmas on December 18th
Christmas music is one of those genres that has
really stood the test of time. Hymns and carols
have been adapted through the years to fit in to a
world that is filled with a seemingly endless variety
of styles.
On December 18th at 10:30, you are invited to
Experience Christmas in Asbury Hall as the
Contemporary Worship Service presents its
annual Christmas Special.
Refreshments will be served prior to the service
and pre-service music will begin around 10:15 am.
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Whether it’s in church, in your car or walking
through a store, chances are there are songs you
hear this time of year that trigger memories of the
ways you’ve experienced Christmas in the past.
Go to our Facebook page and let us know your
favorite Christmas songs and why you like them or
email those songs and stories to
chensley@1stchurch.org so we can share them
with the rest of the 1st Church family.

Advent Noonday Services – just in time!
HOPE – PEACE – JOY – LOVE
These are words we desperately need to hear right
now. It seems we are being bombarded with nonkingdom words: hate, anger, violence, fear. There
are folks saying, “It’s our time to be heard!” and
others saying, “We’ve never been heard!” Pundits
are blaring, “Now hear this!”

I suppose there are many temptations – desires to do
wrong – we encounter over the holidays: too much to
drink, too much to eat, too lazy to get up and move,
too cold to go outside, etc. etc.
When a hungry Jesus was tempted to eat He quoted
scripture, specifically Deuteronomy 8.3: “Man does
not live on bread alone but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”
That’s a good practice: quoting scripture. When
another sausage ball rolls toward your hand say,
“Get thee behind me Satan.”
Many a person has awoke on New Year’s Day
wishing he/she had not imbibed quite so much the
night before. The time to prohibit that feeling is now.
Make up your mind to not over drink or over eat or
overdo anything this holiday season. It only leads to
regret. We think it will lead to joy but it won’t. When
is the last time you felt good about overeating?

To be honest, I am weary of the noise. My ears strain
to hear sounds of civility and reconciliation and
peace. I can hear it from some corners, but just
barely. Remember the folks in Whoville? They
needed just one more voice to shout, “We are here!”
so that Horton the Elephant could convince others
that Whoville existed. My Dr. Seuss analogy may be
a little weak, but that’s how I feel. We need a few
more folks to shout out, “There is hope! There is
peace! There is joy! There is love!”
I invite you to join us for noonday services beginning
on the first Wednesday of Advent, November 30, in
the sanctuary. We will not shout. We will be quiet
and focus on the Old Testament and Psalm readings
for the week. Finding a quiet center, focusing on
God’s words, and sharing in prayer together will give
us the spiritual strength we need to reclaim hope,
peace, joy, and love as our reality.
Join us in the sanctuary and then, if you have time,
stay for a simple lunch in Wesley Hall. Feed your
spirit and your body!
May we be a people of hope, peace, love, and joy.

Insanity is doing the same thing again this year and
expecting a different result. We have to make up our
minds not to overdo it. It is called “moderation” and/
or “self-control.” These are the true practices that
lead to true joy during – and after – the holidays.

Merry Christmas!
Experience prayer during Advent - by Sarah Slack
Retailers were switching out Halloween decorations for Christmas ones before
trick-or-treating was even over. We rush to this season, then rush through it. And yet,
the season of Advent calls us to slow down, breathe, and prepare ourselves for the
coming of the Christ Child.
This Advent in the 10:30 Contemporary Worship Service, we will take time each week
to pray for hope, courage, joy, and love. We will be sharing in corporate prayer, silent
prayer, and we will color a word image to focus our prayers. By the end of Advent, you
will have a completed picture of your prayers that can serve as a focal image for the new year.
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Helping Kids Understand Christmas

Traditions continue on December 24th
As the season of Advent winds down,
we look to the celebrations of
Christmas. During the afternoon and
evening of December 24th, hundreds of
people will gather at the church to hear
the good news about the savior’s birth.
The first service of the day begins at
2:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Hours
before the kids are put to bet anxiously
awaiting the arrival of Christmas Day,
this simple service allows them time to
focus on the real reason for the season. While it is focused
on children and their families, it is a service designed for all.
At 7:00 & 10:00 pm, voices come together in singing familiar
hymns, people gather at the Lord’s table and leave bearing the
light of the world, the hope in Jesus Christ.

A special day indeed
Unlike Easter, Christmas does not regularly
fall on a Sunday, so when it does it makes it
just a bit more special. 2016 is one of those
years.
While you and your family are likely to be
busy on this special day, we invite you to
take some time out of your day and join the
Christmas Day celebration at the church.
There will be two services, both in the
Sanctuary.
Come hear the Good News at 8:15 and 10:30 on Christmas
Day in the Sanctuary.
Christmas doesn’t fall on a Sunday again until 2022.
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by Denise Johns
Christmas is a very exciting time for children
of all ages. It is so easy for anyone and
everyone to get caught up in all the parties,
plays, shopping, and decorating the multiple
trees, that we forget to talk to our children about
why Christmas is so very important. There is a
great need for us to be intentional about seeking
Jesus. We need to talk to children about
Jesus, we need to include information about his
birth, his life and what He has done. The children
need to hear these stories and how Jesus has
impacted our lives.
One of my favorite names for Jesus is
Emmanuel. I remember singing , O Come, O
Come Emmanuel, as a child, sitting next to my
grandmother in church in the very last pew. I was
probably 8 years old and I loved to sing this
song. It was not until I was in my late teens that I
found out the name Emmanuel means, “God with
us.” Oh my goodness, how this song means so
much more to me after learning this definition! If I
am feeling despair or I am simply in need of
encouragement or reassurance , I listen to this
hymn even in the middle of July.
The songs of Christmas can be shared with
your children on a daily basis, I encourage you to
sing together and ask your children about the
songs. There are XM stations that you can listen
to, purchase Christian music downloads for your
device, get out that old CD of Christmas music
and share the experience of listening to beautiful
Christmas music. You never know how much of
a gift learning Christmas music can be to your
child in the future.
Also, I believe that we should not just be
asking our children what they want for Christmas
but we should be sharing with them how joyful it
is to give to others. There are numerous ways to
get your family involved. This year , the
Children’s ministry program is making the Heifer
International program their Christmas service
project (see page 6 for more information). How
about your family purchasing gifts for children on
the local angel tree? You can also become
involved with your family and serve together at
Family Promise the next time the families are at
our church.
Lastly, get out your Bible and read the story of
the birth of Jesus to your children. Ask them
follow up questions, about what they heard. I
assure you that anytime you spend reading and
talking to your children about the real reason for
is Christmas will last far longer and have a
greater impact than any item that you purchase at
the store.
Many blessings of joy to you and your family!

“Holiday” help wanted
Children helping others at Christmas
The mission of Heifer International is to empower
families to turn hunger and poverty into hope and
prosperity. Livestock plays an important part in
the developmental model that is used by Heifer
International. Animals are given to families which
in turn provide food and nutrition for the people.
Initially, each family that received a gift animal
passed the first female offspring to another in
need.
While this concept remains a fixture in many
places, in other communities the idea to share
offspring from the initial animal has been far
surpassed. The farmers are not only passing on
animals to one another but also families are
sharing knowledge of breeding, nutrition, and
sharing other resources and time to make their
community stronger.
Each Sunday School room in the Children’s area
will be selecting an animal to purchase. However,
this project is not limited to the children’s
area. There will be a Heifer International tree in
the Children’s area after Thanksgiving. Children
are encouraged to do work at home or for other
members and then make a donation to purchase
an animal, or a tree which is given to a family in
need in 125 countries around the world. These
gifts enable the families to become more
self-sufficient and they in turn are able to help
other families in their community.
If you would like to donate and purchase an
animal or buy a share of a larger animal please do
so. Your donation is making a huge difference in
lives of entire communities throughout the world.
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The children have been busy preparing a special program
called “The Candles of Christmas.” You’ll be able to see it on
December 4th at 5:00 pm. The church family is so looking
forward to this night but your HELP is still needed to make this
night a success.
There are several ways to help.


Each family attending is encouraged to bring a finger food
to share. (Chili & Pizza are provided.) Please bring the food
to Asbury hall prior to the program in the Sanctuary.
Help is needed setting up Asbury Hall immediately following
the 10:30 contemporary service on December 4th.





A clean-up crew is needed at 7:00 pm that night to put
everything away.



People are needed to sit at the craft tables to help the
children.



People are needed to prepare lemonade, pop popcorn and
put food out on the serving tables.

If you are interested in helping please get in touch with Denise
Johns at djohns@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273.

Christmas Eve
Worship
(Especially for
Children and Families)

December 24th
2:00 pm in the
Sanctuary

GREAT NEWS from Family Promise
by Mavis Ziegler mavisziegler@yahoo.com
Everyone who helped host Family Promise in September
will forever remember Jeremiah and Tiffany along with
their little boys Derrick (5) and Joseph (3). Since we last spent time with this sweet, loving
family Jeremiah has earned a permanent job he really enjoys with Alcoa Co-op. The due
date for their baby girl is drawing nearer. They were overjoyed with the crib given to them at
a recent baby shower made possible from the generous donations of 1stUMC. Further, they
have graduated from the emergency Shelter (phase one) of the program into Bridges (phase
two). They are paying rent and living in the Habitat house on Landau St. that some of our
parishioners helped refurbish.
What an amazing difference Family Promise makes in the lives of our own Blount County
neighbors just when they need it the most. Because of servants like YOU families like the
one described above are able to stay together in a safe place instead of divided into different
shelters or trying to survive in their car. Thank you for being God’s servants. The next host
week for 1st UMC is December 4th through 11th. Thanks for being a part of the village that it
takes to raise a child.

Celebrate Recovery
Helping Habitat this holiday season
Last month, work began on the newest Habitat
for Humanity home in Blount County. 1st UMC
– Maryville will be joining other United
Methodist Churches in the Maryville District in
building the home.

If you would like to help, work days are set for
December 8th and 10th from 8:30 am to
12:30 pm. Just show up on those days at
207 W. Howe Street in Alcoa and come ready
to work!

The COMPASSion Counseling
Center recently celebrated its 1st
Anniversary. To date, the center has
provided more than 500 hours of
counseling to people in the
community. As a result of the generosity of 1st UMC,
COMPASSion Counseling Center has been able to provide
needed counseling services, resilience building programs in
classrooms, and clergy and congregational support.
This year, the Christmas Offering will help the center continue
helping people in its second year and beyond. Offerings taken
during the 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata on
December 11th and all three services on Christmas Eve,
December 24th will go to COMPASSion Counseling.
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The holidays can be tough to
handle for many people and if
you’re experience hurt or
struggling with your habits and
hang-ups, Celebrate Recovery
can help. It happens each
Wednesday night here at 1st
UMC. CR begins with a light
meal at 5:30, worship at 6:30 and
small groups at 7:40.
Here’s a look ahead at what’s
happening at
Celebrate Recovery.
November 23rd
Giving Thanks
with Rev. Parker Benson
November 30th

Jason will walk us through John
21, where Peter resorts back to
his old profession of fishing
instead of being intentional in the
action of becoming the leader of
the Jesus movement.
December 7th
Sponsor
with Rev. Parker Benson

A Thanksgiving Afternoon
by Parker Benson

I love driving home on a late November afternoon
Scampering up Chilhowee Mountain
Climbing the curves and switchbacks to the top
And then gliding back down in low gear
Trying not to touch the brake.
I rush in the house and change
From church clothes to farm clothes
And go back outside.
It is getting dark now and
The dogs impede my progress as I hike past the barn.

I am thankful for children. Watching children laugh, grow
and dream can keep things in perspective. I am also
grateful for laughter. Without laughter, the world would
be a sad place.

Welcome Table & Church Chef

The black cows stare and think it queer
A man walking through their pasture here
But I walk on, higher and higher
And through the wires and into the trees
The thickening trees and the steepening hills.
And it is quiet when I finally stop
And the rocks are huge and made to sit
Peaceful. Still. And almost dark.
The air is cool and crisp and cold
And I wouldn’t trade this moment for the world.
Thank you Donna Sellers for
taking this wonderful shot of our
beautiful church and sharing it
with us!

There are many reasons for me to be thankful for the
past year. This summer I was blessed to once again
make the trip to NJ to help with Superstorm Sandy relief.
My son made the journey with me and I am truly thankful
for that.
After 12 years of working at the same store, my wife
transferred to a new store with the same company. We
are thankful the transition went well.
My daughter continues to amaze me with her love of
dance, Winterguard, and writing. I am thankful she is
finding so many ways to use her creativity, including
contributing her talents at church. .
And even though we lost several people near and dear
to us this year, we are all thankful that each of them
touched our lives in many ways and thanking God for
sending them our way.

Director of Communications
In November, social media is often flooded with people taking some kind of “thankful” challenge. It provides a
way for people to look at the good things going on in their lives, as well as the special people they have
beside them.
As the season of Advent arrives, we have more chances to share the good things in our lives with family and
friends. Whether it’s hearing the children sing at the church, working at the Welcome Table, or attending one
of the Christmas Eve services, there are ways for you to “be the light” online. Share your experiences of the
season with others. Encourage people whenever you can. Invite your friends to church.
Check our Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages for many shareable moments throughout the season.

Memorials and Honorariums

Jane Coleman
Joined First Church:
January 12, 2003
Entered the Church Triumphant:
November 10, 2016

The Church Bell
In memory of:
Doris Starner

Given by:
Jerry & Lin Reichelt

Music Fund
In memory of:
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Marolyn Finney

Given by:
Jerry & Lin Reichelt
A Friend
Gerald & Betty Smith
Rae Lippenberger

In honor of:
Given by:
Ann & Don McElhaney Gerald & Betty Smith

Welcome Table
In memory of:
Sonny Lambert

In Memoriam:

In Memoriam:
Robert Norris
Joined First Church:
January 25, 1998
Entered the Church Triumphant:
November 16, 2016

Given by:
Gerald & Betty Smith

Our Church Family

We had a great group for the Family Promise training on November 20th. (Four folks
who attended had to leave before the picture was taken.) The next Family Promise
host week begins on December 4th.

The annual
Churchwide
Thanksgiving Dinner
was a great success.
More than 250 people
came out for the event.
In addition to the great
food, the youth choirs
presented an evening
of praise through song
and the sounds of
handbells.

COMPASSion Counseling, which held its
1st Anniversary Breakfast recently, wants
to extend its heartfelt thanks to 1st UMC
for its support during its first year. The
center is just getting started and cannot

Welcome to 1st
Jim and Sally Stovall joined 1st
UMC—Maryville on November
13th during the 8:15 worship
service. Please give them a warm
welcome when you see them.
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Well, Lord, here we are again. Another Advent season starting. Another year of hoping to get it right,
of hoping to pack it all in, of hoping that our families will behave this year, of hoping to have all the
cheer and peace that the Christmas cards say we should have. Oh, we have a long list of our hopes.
This year Lord, teach us to wait. Teach us to listen. Teach us to let your Hope come into our heads,
your Hope come into our hearts and your Hope be shared by our hands. AMEN

November 27th
Advent Begins
December 4th
Candles of Christmas
(Children’s Program)

December 18th
10:30 am
Contemporary Worship
Christmas Special

5:00 pm

4:00 pm
Pipe Organ Recital

December 11th
Chancel Choir Cantata
10:30 am & 7:00 pm

December 21st
6:30 pm
Christmas Eve at Celebrate Recovery

www.1stchurch.org/Christmas

December 24th
2:00, 7:00 & 10:00 pm
Christmas Eve Worship
December 25th
8:15 & 10:30 am
Christmas Day Worship

