Making room for new memories
by Rev. Catherine Nance
“Is it okay if I take this picture back home with us?” My son and daughter-in-law were here from Montana for a
few days.
Time stood still while all the possible responses went through my head. In less than two seconds, I
remembered that I was a new mother-in-law; that I want to have a good relationship with my daughter-in-law;
that my son’s happiness is important and that I am older and wiser and more mature than anyone else. At least,
that’s what I said to myself to be able to say to Jasmine, “Why of course! I LOVE that picture and I would love
for you to have it!”
Honestly, I miss that picture. James was five years old; Steven was three. They are sitting on a twin-size bed in
the apartments at Lake Junaluska. They’ve just had their baths after a long day at annual conference (they get
to play at the children’s center and throw ball with Brad while all the meetings are going on). They are halfway
under the covers, sitting up in the bed. James is reading a book to Steven. They have no idea I have taken their
picture.
I can smell that picture. The 3-star hotel quality sheets, the Johnson’s baby shampoo, the sweaty clothes on the
floor next to the bed, and the microwave popcorn. I can remember wanting to capture that moment because
they were both so happy and enjoyed being together and were oblivious of my presence. Yet, they felt safe and
were happy; the way all children should feel. I can hear the picture. James’ quiet voice and Steven’s stuffy
nose. The pages turning against that polyester bedspread. It's in a tiny frame. It was a 3-1/2 x 5 picture
developed at CVS pharmacy; I had cut it to fit in a 2 x 4 frame and it fit perfectly.
It was a happy time in ministry. It was a happy time in our lives. It was a happy day. And that snapshot captured
all of it.
“We’re wanting to display more family pictures,” Jasmine said as she smiled at me and then looked at the
picture so adoringly. I wanted to keep the picture. You didn’t know him then. You have no idea how he talked or
how he sounded when he giggled. You have no idea how much this picture means to me. She may have
thought since it was a small picture and you can’t really see their faces – just the sides of their faces and their
little hands holding the book – that it wasn’t a big deal.
But now she is family – and she asked for this picture. Of course, I gave it to her. Because she sees Steven in a
way I don’t know. They share ‘perfect picture’ moments that I don’t know about but trust they exist.
Letting go of that picture reminded me that we can hold on to memories, but our families change. We welcome
new people in; some people leave. We make room for new memories. I imagine that picture perched on a shelf
– would it be in the bedroom or den? Steven probably doesn’t remember that moment, but moments like that
made him who he is. James probably doesn’t remember that moment, but he is teaching students now;
explaining things to them out of books. I don’t need the picture to remember how Johnson’s shampoo smells. I
can close my eyes and still smell little boy smells. I thought my
heart would break when I handed it back to her; but instead, it
opened a little.
Making room for new memories.
This Advent season we will be looking at ‘family snapshots’ while
we look at Jesus’ family tree and reflect on our own. Join us as
we talk about how our hearts grow a little bigger and a little
stronger as our family trees change.

Contact the Staff
The main church phone number is 865-982-1273
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with
1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted.

Senior Adult Trip:
Dollywood’s Smoky Mountain Christmas
November 28th, Leaving the church at 1:00 pm
We are providing the transportation, you need to buy
tickets and your meals.

J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch
Wednesday, November 29th
Guest speaker:
Judith Anna, retired UMC minister
Lunch costs $5

Sign up for either event at:
www.1stchurch.org or
call 982-1273
Holiday Office Closings
On November 23rd and November 24th the church
will be closed (except for Welcome Table on the 23rd)
The church will be closed on Monday, December
25th , Tuesday, December 26th and Monday January
1st and Tuesday, January 2nd, 2018.

New Pictorial Directory coming in 2018
Re:Member Church Directories will be coming to 1st
UMC in February 2018 to help us put together a new
church directory. We are hoping for great participation
as the directories have become an important tool in
our ministry.
We will be releasing more details soon, but here are a
few things to keep in mind. Sign ups for pictures will
begin on December 31st for the picture dates which
are as follows:
February 6th to February 10th
and
February 20th to Feburary 24th.
(All church members will continue to have access to
the current online directory, which will be updated
using the new pictures and information we receive
putting together the new directory).
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Meetings
Monday, November 27th
5:30 pm Finance Meeting, 202
Monday, December 4th
6:30 pm Church Council,202
December 7th
10:00 am United Methodist Women, Wesley Hall
December 11th
11:30 am Men’s Connection, Asbury Place Bistro
December 14th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
Just Art
Now meeting Thursdays at 10:00 am in room 119
Men’s Bible Study
Meeting on Thursdays at 6:30 am in 254

Giving
thanks
Every year, the
entire church gets
together to say
“thanks” to God for
all he’s done for
us. During this
special time,
everyone enjoys a
great meal and this
year, the crowd got
to listen to some
great stories about
family celebrations.
Frances Lovell
shared her
experiences of
celebrating the holidays in the Belgian Congo as
a child, while Tim Lomperis talked about his time
in India celebrating special days . And Roy
Kramer
reminded us all
of the time store
employees
threw turkeys
out of the
second story
windows of in
Downtown
Maryville and
people chasing them down Broadway. There
were certainly lots of laughs and smiles
throughout the night.
On December 24th, the entire church will come
together again for one worship service in the
morning and a choice of three Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services in the evening.

1st News
Come get the
Christmas season
going with uplifting
music during the
Contemporary Worship
Service. Come a little
early at 10:15 for some
pre-service tunes.

Happening at 1st
December 3rd
The sounds of children
singing and ringing are
sure to bring joy this
holiday season as the
Children of 1st UMC
present “Christmas is
Jesus.” Come enjoy
this evening of music
and celebration on
December 3rd at 5:00
pm. Following the
event in the Sanctuary,
everyone is invited to
come enjoy snacks
and crafts in Asbury
Hall downstairs.

This special is usually
a little later in the
season, but it’s the first
Sunday of December
this time around, so be
sure and make plans
to come and bring a
friend or two.

Noonday Worship returns
Join us each Wednesday of Advent as we share stories of
the Advent/Christmas season. We will begin with worship
in the sanctuary and continue sharing around the table
during lunch.
Each week, please bring an item, photo, or story that
relates to the topic of the day to be shared during lunch.
This will be a great time of remembering how we grow as
our family trees change.

December 6: Rev. Jack Porter (heirlooms)
December 13: Rev. Leah Burns (gifts)
December 20: Rev. Sarah Slack (songs)
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Morning Glory Chorus Cantata
by: Sarah Lawson
The Morning Glory Chorus is proud to present Pepper Choplin's "I Hear the
Prophet Callin' (The Christmas Story from Prophecy to Fulfilment)". This
special work of music uses an Appalachian-folk style to tell the story of our
Redeemer's birth. It includes a Cajun style rendition of "Go Tell it on the
Mountain."
Please join us during the 8:15 Traditional Worship service on December
10th as we prepare our hearts and minds for Christ's coming!

Chancel Choir Cantata
by: Leslie Shuman
Each year, it seems radio stations “turn on” the Christmas music earlier.
This year, several stations started in early November! While this may
seem a bit early for most - the Chancel Choir started working on this year’s
Christmas music way back in September!

Advent is a time of spiritual preparation as we journey to Bethlehem to
welcome the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. Music plays an important
part in this preparation. Carols tell the story of Jesus’ birth in ways that
are both familiar yet new each year. The 1st UMC Chancel Choir brings a
selection of classic carols to life in their annual cantata. Come hear old
favorites like “O Holy Night”, “Joy to the World” and “Silent Night”. In
addition, there will be some new favorites all accompanied by the 1st UMC
Orchestra for a truly memorable worship experience through sacred music.
Take a break from the busy-ness of the season to reflect and remember where “Peace and Love and Hope Abide
– this Christmastide”. Performances will be held in the Sanctuary during the 10:30 am worship service as well as
7:00 pm Sunday December 17, 2017. Hope to see you there! (The latter presentation will be recorded for airing
on TV at a later date).

Cantata Shuttle
The Chancel Choir Cantata is one of the biggest events of the year. To help make our guests
welcome, we need your help freeing up parking near the church. If you are able, please park behind
the Junior High School and ride the shuttle over to the church. The shuttle service begins at 8:30 in
the morning and runs until 12:15, dropping people off and picking them up at the Porte Cochere
entrance. There will NOT be a shuttle for the 7:00 pm presentation of the cantata.
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Wednesday Nights
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

December 6th
Candlelight Communion Service
December 13th
Adam Hood
December 20th
See Rock City
The Word Players

December 27th
Merry Christmas
Rev. Parker Benson

www.crmaryvilletn.com

This year, 1st United Methodist Church will be supporting Family Promise of
Blount County by hosting families the Week of December 24th through
December 31st.
For more information on how you can help and the steps needed to
volunteer, please contact Mavis Ziegler at mavisziegler@yahoo.com.

Daily Advent Devotions
Starting on December 3rd, church members and staff will provide you
with a devotion for each day of the Advent Season. If you would like to
get these emailed to you, please sign up for them at:
www.1stchurch.org/Christmas .
You will also be able to find these “Family Tree” devotions on the church
blog, “1st Look” at www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com .
If you know of someone at a nursing home, or someone unable to make
it to church, why not take your smart phone or tablet to them and share
these devotions with them. They are sure to not only enjoy the devotion,
but the company as well.
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News

Making fond memories with your family

On Sunday night, December 3rd at 5:00 pm the children of 1st
UMC present “Christmas is Jesus” in the Sanctuary. This event is
not just for families, it is a time for everyone to enjoy the voices of
children singing about and telling the story of Jesus.
Following the presentation, everyone is invited to come to Asbury hall
for food, fellowship and crafts for the children. There will be several
different crafts for the children to make and take home. What fond memories you will
have of this special night later in life when you take these special ornaments out of the
box and place them on to your family tree!
The menu is chili, pizza, fresh fruit, and cookie cake. If you would like to donate a
finger food to share with others please feel free to do so but this is not necessary. It
will be a wonderful time to celebrate the birth of Jesus with one another.

Please invite your entire family, your friends, and anyone who might be looking to become a part of this caring
church family.

Kids Own Worship (KOW) and Sunday School changes on December 24th
Due to Christmas Eve occurring on a Sunday this year, there have been several changes in the church
schedule. On Sunday, December 24th, there will be NO Sunday School for children and there is also NO
KOW during the combined worship service at 10:30 church service. In addition, there is no nursery available for
children at that time. Please also be aware there will not be an 8:15 nor a 10:30 am Contemporary Service on the
24th. The 10:30 worship service will be in the Sanctuary.
Also, the Christmas Eve services are scheduled for 4:00, 7:00 and 10:00 pm. The 4:00 pm service is designed
especially for children and families, but everyone is invited, as we are all children of God. The only evening service
with nursery time for children ages 4 and under is the 7:00 pm service. The nursery will open up at 6:45pm.

At this year’s Alternative Gift Fair (and a
couple of events afterward), the kids raised
$280 for Holston Home for Children
in Greeneville.
Thanks for supporting their efforts.

Denise Johns
Director of 1st Kids Ministries
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Sunday Funday Christmas Party
December 3rd from 6:00 to 8:00 pm
Room 152
Come enjoy a Salsarita’s Nacho Bar and play some games.
Bring a $15 to $20 gift for a white elephant gift exchange.

Sunday Funday on January 7th
Progressive dinner and game night.
Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Mark your calendars!
Resurrection 2018
January 19th - 21st
Cost is $125
See Nathan for more details.

Continuing a tradition
(information contributed by
Linda Richards)

Christian sympathy extended to:

Bob Haresnape in the death of his wife, Peg.
In 1957, Mrs. Frances
June
Cochran
in the death of her sister, Ivalene DeLozier.
Kipps Spencer, a
Suzanne
Rhoden
in the death of her mother, Opal Foertsch .
member of Ascension
Mae
Owenby
in
the
death of her brother, Clay Stamey, Sr.
Lutheran of Danville, VA
volunteered to be in
charge of the decorations for
her church. She wanted
those decorations to have a
real connection with the real
reason for the season, the
birth of Jesus.
Joined 1st Church:

October 1953
Entered the Church Triumphant:
November 12, 2017
Mrs. Spencer began to study the monograms of Christ and,
after discovering the Latin word chrisma, the name
Chrismon was born. And with that came the advent of
Chrismon ornaments -- meaning the "monogram of Christ" -depicting symbols representing the birth and ministry of
Jesus.
This year, the United Methodist Women of 1st UMC have
created new Chrismons for the tree. The women found
patterns online for paper, cloth and beaded ornaments they
made by hand over the last few months. In all, more than
200 new Chrismons have been made and they hope you will
enjoy them this season.
This year, the Chrismon tree will be on display in Wesley
Hall. We hope each of you will take time to take in its
beauty and learn about what each of the Chrismons on the
tree mean.
Take a family picture in front of the tree (or a selfie) and
share that with us on our social media channels or email
them to us at info@1stchurch.org and we’ll share them for
you. This is a great way to share the 1st UMC “family tree”
with others. We’ll also from time to time be sharing pictures
of the ornaments and what they mean.

Joined 1st Church:
February 15, 2009
Entered the Church Triumphant:
November 17, 2017
Memorials & Honorariums
In memory of:
Clyde Peery, Sr.

Family Promise
Given by:
Marceil Peery

In memory of:
Pat Kerr

Memorial Fund
Given by:
Pam Young & Justin Young

Music Fund
In memory of:
Given by:
Ivanell Farber
Marceil Peery
Blanche Badgett
Marceil Peery
Sara Margaret Depew Marceil Peery
Pat Kerr
Marceil Peery
Carolyn Browne
Marceil Peery

Help needed:
Each time we have communion here at the church, volunteers of the Altar Guild
are working behind the scenes to make sure the elements are ready to serve.
Would you be able to spare some of your time each month and help the Altar
Guild with communion preparation? If so, please contact Ann Leatherwood at
865-661-5858 or email her at annleatherwood@gmail.com.
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Christmas Eve, December 24th
Combined
Morning
Worship
One
Service
10:30 am

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on December 4th. If you have something to
submit, the deadline for submissions is December 1st.

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!
www.1stchurch.org

