
 

 

 

 

 

It is a popular quote that I have shared before. You have seen it on social media. It is not cheery enough for 
Christmas cards but does show up in thoughtful essays. The words penned by Howard Thurman that are 
appropriate for December 26 or December 27 ….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The poem “The Work of Christmas” is from Howard Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations. The 
words have been put to music by Dan Forrest and you will hear our Chancel Choir sing them on Sunday morning or 
Sunday night, December 15th during the cantata (or later when it is aired on television). 

Howard Thurman wrote many other litanies, prose pieces, essays, sermons, and prayers for the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. During our Wednesday Advent Worship, we will take time to listen to more of his words and 
learn about his life. I am always fascinated to read the biography of hymn writers and authors and theologians. Their 
words take on a deeper meaning. Last year, many of you watched the PBS specials Their Backs Against the Wall 
and/or This Far By Faith. Everyone knows that Martin Luther King, Jr., was inspired by Gandhi; but it was Thurman 
who introduced the two. He has been described as a ‘mystic Moses,’ a quiet leader who stays in the background but 
inspires those who are ‘out front.’ 

Everyone who has 12:00 – 12:30 pm free on Wednesdays December 4th, 11th or 18th, is welcome to attend 
the Noonday Advent Worship Services. We meet in the sanctuary and begin with a time of quiet and prayer. There is 
beautiful music provided by Barry Beard followed by a brief meditation. More time for quiet reflection. If you need to 
get back to work, we always end promptly at 12:30; sometimes a minute or two before! Those whose schedule 
allows are invited to stay for a simple lunch of soup and sandwich. In past years, the “Advent Lunches” have been a 
time to get to know folks in the congregation you do not normally get to see. Meet some new friends and spend time 
with old ones! 

Looking forward to seeing you for these services in the sanctuary.  

May this Advent season truly prepare our hearts to receive the Christ Child, but also the Risen Christ who calls us to 
do the work of Christmas! 

 

Catherine 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
 to find the lost, 
 to heal the broken, 
 to feed the hungry,  
 to release the prisoner, 
 to rebuild the nations, 
 to bring peace among the people, 
 to make music in the heart. 
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Our Church Family 

Thank you for all the kind words, gifts and all you 
did for my retirement reception.  During my years 
of service I have met so many wonderful people 
and that is something I will forever cherish.  

Sherri Justice 

Holston Conference launches new website 

If you haven’t visited Holston.org lately, now is a good 
time to check out the Holston Conference Website.  
Earlier this month, a brand-new website was launched.  
Conference Communications Director Tim Jones said it 
features an “intuitive structure and powerful search 
engine that ensures everything you need is only a click 
away.” 

Holston.org provides information on the missions, events 
and people of the Holston Conference as well as a 
number of resources related to the work of the more than 
800 churches that make up the Holston Conference.  

http://holston.org
http://holston.org


1st News 

Mission trip to Latvia planned for 2020 
The Latvia Mission Team is in the early stages of 
planning another trip to help our brothers and sisters 
in Christ in this Eastern European nation.  Right now 
the trip is set to happen in the summer of 2020, but a 
specific date won’t be set until the team gets word 
from 1st UMC’s sister church (Kuldiga UMC) for when 
would be the best time to come. 
 
If you are interested in going or would like more 
information please let Ron or Carol Werker know at 
luvwerks@bellsouth.net or 865-414-8912. 
 

Faithful Giving, Faithful Worship 
By now most of you should have received the special Stewardship 2020 newsletter.  
Inside you get a closer look at how your giving helps in areas like: 
 

Discipleship & Worship 
Mission & Outreach  
Administration 
Facilities 

 
If you have not received this special mailing you can take a look at it online or make 
your pledge online at 1stchurch.org/stewardship.  Extra copies are also available at the 
church.  
 
November 24th is the day we bring our pledges to the altar.  You can use the card 
provided in the mailing or pick up one at church that morning.  If you are unable to be 
here on the 24th,  just mail in your pledge card, drop it by the office or pledge online. 

United Methodist Women 
The pecan sales are over and now 
it is time to look to Christmas 
activities. The UMW of 1st UMC 
have set aside November 25th to 
decorate the Chrismon trees. If 

you are interested in helping meet at 10:00 am in the 
sanctuary. 
 
The holidays wouldn’t be the same without spending 
time together in celebration.  The annual UMW 
Christmas Party is coming up on December 5th, at 
11:00 am in Wesley Hall.  Each member should bring 
one of her favorite salads. 
 
In addition to the luncheon, there will be a Baby 
Shower honoring Baby Jesus. Just as Baby Jesus 
was offered gifts, so are we in his name.    
Suggestions for gift items are: 

diapers ( sizes 3 & 5)  
clothes  
new toys   

 
All the gifts should be wrapped.  They will be taken to 
the True Purpose Ministries Restoration Place of 
Monroe County an organization which helps pregnant 
women who are struggling with substance abuse.  
  

Celebrate Christmas with the First Mondays group 
as they head back to the Tennessee Theater for the 
Mighty Musical Mondays annual Christmas Celebration 
on December 2nd. This is a FREE concert, but you will 
need to bring money for lunch in Market Square 
afterward. The van leaves the church side porte-cochere 
at 10:15 am (a bit earlier than usual) and returns by 3:30 
or 4:00 pm. 
 

Note: There will not be an outing in January, but 
look for our article in the December Church Bell 

highlighting plans for the New Year.  
 

If you have any questions call Ana Maria Lomperis  
865-238-2340 or Cathy Watson 865-256-6450.   

Sign up for the trip at:  
1stchurch.org/first-mondays or 

call the church office at 865-982-1273.  

http://1stchurch.org/stewardship
http://1stchurch.org/stewardship
http://1stchurch.org/first-mondays




Rev. Matt Hall 
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Rev. Matt Hall 

Every Wednesday Night 
5:30 pm  Light Meal 
6:30 pm  Worship 

7:40 pm  Share Groups 
 

CRMaryvilleTN.com 

December 2019 @ 

1stUMC is an active place with many purposes.  Because it is part of Family 
Promise, one of those purposes is to provide a home for Blount County families 
without a home.  This week is one of four host weeks during the calendar year 
where Sunday School classrooms become bedrooms that house families who 
otherwise might have to find refuge in a vehicle or worse.   
 
This week eleven children and four adults have a safe and loving place to stay 
while the adults work their way back into their own home.  Meanwhile, the family 
stays together instead of children sent into foster care, dads to one shelter and 
moms to another.  Not only that, but they don't have to worry about 
whether or not  they will have enough to eat.  There are amazing 
cooks in the congregation that provide meals.   
 
Other volunteers from the church take time to sit down to dinner with 
the families while others stay overnight or show up on Saturday for 
part of the day to host.  To complete the host week, many volunteers 
help set-up and take-down as the guests come and go.  
  
During this special season when families celebrate all their many blessings and give thanks to the One who provides 
all, there is joy in fulfilling the will of God when sharing those many blessings with our brethren.  Many, many thanks 
to all those who serve.  Happy Thanksgiving to everyone.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Mavis Ziegler and Amy Large 
Co-Coodinators of Family Promise at 1stUMC 
 
P.S.  Before the above was sent for publishing, word was received one family of five, who were to be guests of  
1st UMC, will move into their own permanent housing instead.  The mom was able to get a great full-time job with 
benefits, enroll her children in child care, and make new friends. Another family of five, who are currently living in a 
shed, will interview for admittance into Family Promise.  What a timely example of how this vital mission reaps 
blessings on God's children. It will indeed be a Happy Thanksgiving! 
  

Family Promise Dates for 2020 
 

February 16th to 23rd 
May 10th to May 16th 
August  9th to August 15th 
November 8th to November 15th 

December 18th 

December 25th 
Christmas at Celebrate Recovery 

Rev. Catherine Nance Friday, January 10th 
Hijacked  

Free Seminar & Lunch 
Learn more and sign up at: 

CRMaryvilleTN.com/hijacked 

http://crmaryvilletn.com/hijacked
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Sundays at 6:00 pm 
Youth Fellowship  
 

December 8th 
Christmas Party & Final Meeting of 2019 
6:00 pm 

Rev. Nathan Irwin 
Director of 1st Youth 

nirwin@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Denise Johns 
Director of 1st Kids Ministries 

djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Youth enjoy an afternoon bonfire 
The youth at 1st UMC have joined youth 
from other Maryville churches several 
times this year for special activities. 
 
On November 17th, more than 50 youth 
total came out to Camp Wesley Woods for 
an afternoon of games and roasting 
marshmallows at a bonfire.  
 
Youth from 1st UMC, Broadway, 
Middlesettlements and Sycamore Tree 
UMCs all joined in on the fun.  

Getting read for the show 
On Monday afternoons you can 
hear the children singing as they 
prepare for this year’s Christmas 

program coming up  
on December 8th at 5:00 pm.   

Everyone is invited to come watch 
“The Christmas Show 

Spectacular” then stay for an 
evening of crafts, food and 

fellowship. 

Registration open for Resurrection  
One of the most anticipated events for youth is Resurrection a 
ministry to youth that happens over one weekend in January 
every year in the Smoky Mountains.  
 
The theme for 2020 is More than Conquerors, a reference to 
Romans 8:37.  Resurrection happens from January 24th to 26th 
at the Leconte Center in Pigeon Forge.  
 
This year’s speaker is Reggie Dabbs and for worship, Elias 
Dummer (of The City Harmonic) returns to the Resurrection 
stage.  
 
The cost for 1st UMC Youth is $125 and is due by January 5th.  
Please go to 1stchurch.org/resurrection and register.  

http://1stchurch.org/resurrection


Memorials & Honorariums Christian sympathy extended to:  
 

Jim Curtiss in the death of his sister, Beverly Ballard 
(the wife of Charles Ballard) on November 7th 

 
Sharon Petropolis in the recent death of her father. 

Adult Ministries 

In memory of:  Given by:  
Thelma Lombardi Cathy Watson 

Welcome Table 

In honor of:         Given by: 
Steve & Ruth West       Maryville College Class of ‘69 
Todd & Whitney Davis      Maryville College Class of ‘69 
 
In memory of:         Given by: 
Charles Winot             Sojourners Sunday School Class 

Memorial Fund 

In memory of:   Given by: 
Beverly Ballard Friends 

SURVIVING THE 
HOLIDAYS 

(a special look at grief) 
 

November 24th 
4:00 to 6:00 pm 

 
Room 205 

 
Learn more and sign up at: 

1stchurch.org/grief 
or call 

Missy Adams at 865-654-3986 

Men’s Bible Study 
 

The Men’s Bible Study Group that meets on 
Thursday mornings has completed a study 

on grief and will be taking a two-week 
Thanksgiving break.   

 
 

When the study resumes, the men will 
begin studying the life of Simon Peter using 

Adam Hamilton’s book. 
 
 
 

Bible Study resumes on  
Thursday December 5th at 6:30 am in room 254. 

  
To view a short trailer about this study please visit the small 

groups section of 1sthchurch.org found  
under the “Grow with 1st” tab. 

   
Owen Ragland leads the study and has the books.  Just find 
Owen to get a book or look for them on the top right shelf in 

 Rev. Matt Hall’s  office. 
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The next regular edition of The Church Bell will be published on December 16th 
 If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is December 13th 

Every year we take up a special Christmas offering during the 7:00 pm presentation of the 
Chancel Choir Cantata (on December 15th this year) and during the Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Worship Services (on December 24th).  

This year, the offering will benefit Good Neighbors of Blount County, an organization with a 
mission to help people out of a temporary crisis.  Good Neighbors does this by helping  with 
rent and utility assistance, offering help to find long term solutions to problems and helping 
people become more self efficient.  

If you wish to give to the Christmas Offering at other times you can go online to 1stchurch.org 
and click on “Give at 1st,” bring it by the church office or simply write “Christmas Offering” in 
the memo line of your check and place it in the offering plate.  

http://1stchurch.org/give-at-1st

