Taking time to read - Rev. Catherine Nance

It is good to be back after being gone for nearly two weeks! Wonderful time visiting with our sons out west. I will not
bore you with the details of my phone saga, but I did not have a phone for eleven days. I had to remember the
old-fashioned ways of communicating – asking questions of total strangers, reading a map, going to the public
library, calling ahead to get information about a restaurant (do you know how hard it is to find a phone book
these days?)
I also remembered that I love to read. Vacation is a wonderful time to catch up on books, but instead we spend time
taking photos with our phones, checking email and facebook, browsing through other people’s vacations.. and where
did the time go? Then back to work and no time to read! We always have time for what we want to do and what we
think is important and what we make time to do! You will not see me on facebook as much; you’ll find me reading a
book!
One of my favorite things about elementary school was book report day! Here is my book report to you!
The Art of Fielding, by Chad Harbach, lifts up the importance of male friendships and, of
course, baseball. Harbach’s quote from the main character’s favorite book about the
important role of the shortstop could apply to all areas of life.
The Library Book, by Susan Orlean, reiterates for me why I love libraries.
Everything is there – and more! Orlean goes through the investigation of the 1986
fire that ravaged the Los Angeles Public Library but also takes us through the stacks
to reveal the history of public libraries and the communities who need them! Each
chapter is introduced by four headings from card catalog entries. Just reading those
is fascinating!
Enrique’s Journey is on the United Methodist Women’s reading list. It is an easy book to read in
that it moves quickly and has short chapters. But it is very difficult to read because
of the subject matter. I recommend it for anyone who is concerned about the
‘immigration problem.’ This book helped me understand why children are coming
alone … heartbreaking. Excellent follow up to the Conversation Matters we’ve had
the last two months.
Jeannette Rankin: American’s Conscience, by Norma Smith, is a biography I
picked up in Missoula, Montana which is Rankin’s hometown. She was the first
woman elected to the US House of Representatives and is known for her work in the
suffrage movement as well as peace initiatives. She brought to the national
conversation children’s and women’s health issues a long time ago! Fascinating
read about how local politics and grassroots organizations effect national government.
Flight Behavior, by Barbara Kingsolver, takes place in southern Appalachia ‘near Knoxville.’ I
learned a lot about the monarch butterfly (Kingsolver is a biologist as well as masterful writer!) but
more importantly about how important communication is between groups – especially those groups
we stereotype. The Media, The Experts, The Poor, The Ignorant, The Religious, etc. If you’re new to
Kingsolver and think her novels are too thick, try her book of essays, High Tide in Tucson. You will
love them!
There are several book studies going on now at 1st Church. Reading a book together and discussing it opens up our
hearts and minds in a way that is more engaging than reading alone. You can go to the “Grow With Us” tab on our
website (1stchurch.org) to learn about small group opportunities. You may also visit our church library (room 205)
where there are many wonderful books for you to borrow – fiction, reference, historical, biography, children’s,
devotional! What books are you reading?
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Our Church Family

On Sunday, November
3rd come shop the world
right here at 1st Church.
The Alternative Gift Fair
offers unique
opportunities for holiday
shopping.
With 15 vendors representing ministries,
non-profits and fair trade organizations, each item
you buy is helping out a good cause and helping
you check items off your gift list. That means you
are “giving twice.”
The Alternative Gift Fair will run from 9:00 am until
2:00 pm, so no matter which service you attend
there will be time to shop. And for your friends
outside of 1st Church, they will have opportunities
to shop, too!
Beautifully Made Artisan Market
Compassion Counseling
Family Promise of Blount County
The Gate
Good Neighbors of Blount County
Humane Society of East TN
Just Art (Benefits UMCOR)
Kenya Partners
Kuldiga Partnership
Lions Club International
Olive Branch Oil
Shop the World
Tradewinds
United Methodist Women
Welcome Table
Learn more about each vendor at:
1stchurch.org/gift-fair

Welcome Rowan
Thomas Everhart
to the 1st UMC
Family. He was
born on October
3rd. His mother
Jennifer, Daddy
Brandon and Big
Sister, Mercy Rose
are all excited
about the new
arrival.
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1st News
Emotional stories from our immigrant neighbors
In the immigration debate we all hear about why people need to come to the U.S. the legal
way. But how long does it actually take? And what are the obstacles to becoming a U.S.
Citizen?
On October 20th, our Conversation Matters series took a look at these questions through
the personal stories of three people:
A man from Mexico who married a woman from East Tennessee
A woman brought into the United States from Mexico as a child who might be deported
to a country she doesn’t know if something happens to the DACA (Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals) program
A woman from Honduras whose husband was murdered and feared for the safety of
her family enough, she joined one of the caravans seeking asylum in the U.S.

Sherry Brewer led the
October conversation
on immigration.

Through these stories we hope people have gained more understanding of the human
aspects of the immigration debate. If you are interested in ways you can help people along the path to citizenship
please visit the website for the United Methodist Immigration Ministry at njfon.org .
This was the last of our Conversation Matters series for 2019. They will resume early in 2020 so stay tuned.

Go.Do. Collections Update

Great weather and turnout for Fall Festival

As we head into the colder
months, dozens of people
in need of coats will be
getting one thanks to your
generosity in October.
Outside of the church
office, the coats were
stacked up high on tables and even more had already
been taken to Knox Area Rescue Ministries.

After a soaking rain at the start of the weekend, the
skies cleared and the sun came out in time for the Fall
Festival at 1st. People were lining up about a half
hour before the event started so they could be first in
line for the Trunk-or-Treating, inflatables, snow cones,
cotton candy, popcorn and hot dogs.

In the month before, you
brought in more than
180 Health Kits for
UMCOR (United
Methodist Committee on
Relief).

The event also featured some crafts and face painting
along with a few games. A steady stream of people
made their way through all of the activities for most of
the three hour event.
Our thanks to the Maryville Fire Department for
participating again, bringing their ladder truck and
some fun things to give to children.

In November our Go.Do. Collection is in conjunction
with United Methodist Women. Items collected will be
taken to Wesley House in Knoxville. Here’s what is
needed on November 17th and 24th.
Granola Bars
Juice Boxes
Individually packed snacks like Cheez-its, Goldfish
or pretzels.
Please wait until those two Sundays to bring the items
to the area in front of the office.
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1st News
Stewardship Month

November is a time for giving
thanks to God for all he has given
us. It’s also a time for focusing on
how we can give back to God.
Commitment Sunday this year is
November 24th. Over the next
few weeks you’ll be hearing more
about where your contributions go
and how they are used to change
the lives of people here and
around the world.
Please be watching for communications from
Rev. Catherine Nance as we enter this time of focus
on stewardship.

Charge Conference
Sunday, November 10th at 3:00 pm
Broadway United Methodist Church, Maryville

The next chapter
Sherri Justice, one of our
custodians is now off enjoying
her retirement. On Sunday,
October 20th, dozens of
people came to Wesley Hall to
wish her the best in this new
chapter of her life.

In October we heard stories about Unexpected Joy
and Surprise and what happens when our dreams
unravel. This theme continues in November.
November 3rd (All Saints Sunday)
When the Unimaginable Has Happened:
Doubting Thomas
John 20:19-29
November 10th
When Our Plans for Our Children Unravel:
Moses' Mother Gives Him Away
Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10
November 17th
Seeking Understanding When Everything has Fallen:
Job's Lament and Loss
Job 28:12-28
November 24th
Discovering a New Path:
The Conversion of Saul to Paul
Acts 9:1-20

Advent & Christmas at 1st
Contemporary Worship
Christmas Special
December 1st
10:30 am
Morning Glory Chorus
Christmas Cantata
December 8th
8:15 am
Children’s Christmas Program
& Craft Night
December 8th
5:00 pm

Thanks to everyone
who helped put the
reception together and
the people who came
to wish Sherri the best
after working at 1st
Church for 16 years.
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Seeking God when our plans fall apart

Chancel Choir
Christmas Cantata
December 15th
10:30 & 7:00 pm
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Christmas Eve
Candlelight
& Communion
December 24th
2:00 pm, 7:00 pm
& 10:00 pm

Christmas at
Celebrate Recovery
December 25th
6:30 pm

THANK YOU!

Anytime you put on an event like the Fall Festival at 1st, it takes a lot of people to make
it a success. Dozens of you stepped up to help this year working the trunk-or-treat,
making cotton candy, snow cones and popping popcorn. Volunteers also helped with
the inflatables and handing out hundreds of hot dogs. It was beautiful day and there was
a steady stream of people making their way through the lines. THANK YOU so much for
helping make this such a wonderful event, a great gift from 1st UMC to the community.
Denise Johns
Director of 1st Kids Ministries
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Looking ahead
With the Fall Festival at 1st behind us, we begin
focusing in more on Advent and Christmas.
Throughout the season there will be several events
especially for children and their families. That includes
participation from our children’s choirs. Keep watching
the bulletin and the next Church Bell for more
information on how you can be involved in the activities
coming up in December.

During Fall Break, several of the
youth took time out of their vacation
to help others before heading back
to school. These day trip missions
included volunteering at Second
Harvest of East Tennessee and the
Food Connection.

UPCOMING
YOUTH
EVENTS
Rev. Nathan Irwin
Director of 1st Youth
nirwin@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Youth Fellowship (Most Sundays)
6:00 pm
November 3rd
District Festival of Gifts & Talents
(No regular youth fellowship)

November 17th
Maryville Youth Bonfire at Wesley Woods
3:30 to 6:30 pm
(No regular or youth fellowship)

December 8th
Christmas Party & Final Meeting of 2019
6:00 pm
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November 2019 @

Rev. Matt Hall

Rev. Matt Hall

Every Wednesday Night
November 20th
Stanford Johnson

5:30 pm Light Meal
6:30 pm Worship
7:40 pm Share Groups
CRMaryvilleTN.com

Family Promise Book Signing & Dates for 2020
The church will host participants in the Family Promise program again on
November 17th to 24th. And looking ahead to 2020, here are the host
week dates:
February 16th to February 23rd
May 10th to May 16th
August 9th to August 15th

Charles Maynard Book Signing
The former District Superintendent of the Maryville District of the UMC
has written a book of thirteen new Christmas stories called Tidings of
Comfort and Joy.
Come join Charles on Sunday, November 10th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at
the Family Promise Center (101 Pinedale Street in Maryville) for a book
signing and refreshments.
A portion of the sales from each book sold that afternoon will be donated
to Family Promise of Blount County.

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 6

November 27th
Relapse
Rev. Matt Hall

Memorials & Honorariums
Celebrate Recovery
In memory of:
Jonah Nerzak
Anna Lo Slawson
Jimmy Cochran

Given by:
Brenda Clark
Ernest & Anne Hand
Ernest & Anne Hand

Thelma Lombardi

Children’s Ministry
In memory of:
John Collier
Pat Ross

Given by:
Ernest & Anne Hand
Ernest & Anne Hand

Joined First Church
April 6, 2008
Entered the Church Triumphant
October 27, 2019

Christian sympathy extended to:
Kevin Proffitt in the death of his mother Lucy
Proffitt Farrar on September 17th.

Habitat for Humanity
In memory of:
Bill Mueller
Bill Mueller
Bill Mueller
Bill Mueller

Given by:
Brad & Patsy Lunde
Margaret Thomas
Steve & Shirley Stinnett
Joey & Greta Smith

Memorial Fund
In honor of:
Sherri Justice

Given by:
Brad & Patsy Lunde

In memory of:
John Collier
John Collier
John Collier

Given by:
Rick & Bonnie Betteridge
Ernest & Anne Hand
Jim & Susie Curtiss

Steve Larrabee in the death of his mother,
Marilyn Ruth Larrabee on October 4th.

SURVIVING THE
HOLIDAYS
November 24th
4:00 to 6:00 pm
Room 205

The holidays can be a very difficult time, especially for
those persons who have suffered a loss.

Welcome Table
In memory of:
John Collier
John Collier
John Collier
Bob Bostick

Given by:
Phyllis Bostick
Doug & Emily Smith
David & Elizabeth Porter
Meadowview UMC

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS combines a video and follow
up discussion to address grief issues that can affect the joy
a person experiences during the holidays.
Missy Adams will lead this group. Please know that your
loss doesn’t have to be recent to benefit from this special
look at grief.
Sign up at: 1stchurch.org/grief
If you have any questions please contact:
Missy Adams at 865-654-3986.
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Each November, our church community comes together to enjoy
a special Thanksgiving meal. The meat, rolls and beverages are
provided.
You just need to bring a side dish or dessert to share.
This year, the Good Thymes Ceilidh Band will present selections
of traditional Scottish music.
Sign up online at 1stchurch.org/thanksgiving or call 982-1273
The next regular edition of The Church Bell will be published on November 18th
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is November 15th

