Remembering the Saints

by Catherine Nance

Brad and I were recently surprised when our son, Steven, and his
girlfriend announced to us that they had gotten married. There was
that moment of stunned silence – not a moment really, just a few
seconds – and then there were hugs and tears and kisses and
squeals and more hugs! To see them look so happy made us happy!
My daughter-in-law said she is looking forward to being a part of our
family. That was a sweet thing to say and I will take her at her word! I
sat down this morning and began to write to her about our family. I
want her to know what my parents were like. I want her to know my
brothers’ and sisters’ names and who their spouses and children are.
I started writing more than just names and places but why each one is
special. I want her to know who Steven Earl Nance is named after
and why.
Needless to say, I only got through the first paragraph and I was
in tears and unable to see my computer screen. I was overcome with
love and thanksgiving for the people in my life who have loved me,
who love me now, and those I’ve just come to know who have
embraced me. As I think of each one, the memory cogs spin faster
and faster and I think of more people who have been and who are so
special.
I told my new daughter, “My heart is overflowing with love and
precious memories when I think about my family -- especially my big
brother Steven whom I miss so much. My heart is also overflowing
with love and hopeful anticipation as I think about my children and
what the future holds.”
All Saints’ Day is a day to celebrate that ‘overflowing’ feeling. It
can be a day with sadness and grief as we remember those who have
died, but it is more about celebrating the many connections we have
with all of God’s saints – those who are living now, those who are
living in God’s Eternal Light, and those who will be here a generation
or two from now.
To help you prepare for All Saints’ Day, I encourage you to spend
some time writing down the names of saints who have formed you.
Give thanks to God for ancestors and neighbors, Sunday School
teachers and grandparents who loved you and are loving you. YOU
are a saint to others. Anyone who is a follower of Jesus Christ, who
shares the love of God through Christ and the Holy Spirit is a saint.
Paul greets “the saints” when he is writing a letter to a church he
started. Being a saint doesn’t mean we are perfect; it means we know
a perfect love.
Thanks be to God for making us in such a way that we experience
his love through others.
Happy All Saints’ Day!

THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30TH
2:00 TO 4:00 PM

All Saints’ Day
October 30th
All services

November 6
November 13
November 20

Luke 12:13-21
Luke 16:19-31
Luke 14:25-33
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Before you head down that trunk-or-treat line at this
year’s Fall Festival at 1st, we hope you’ll take time to
drop off a few canned food items.
All the donated items will be taken to the Food
Connection of Blount County. Let’s help fill the Food
Connection Pantry as we head into the holiday season!
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For much of the year, the first Sunday nights of
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special music and times of prayer.
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experience the last 1st Worship Nights event of the
year. It will be a night of music and prayer in an
intimate worship setting.
Be sure and bring a friend, or two!
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If you have a church related event you would like us to
promote please look for the link to the event promotion form
in the “Happening at 1st” section of www.1scthurch.org.
Information should be submitted a month before the event.

This year’s Alternative Gift Fair is less than two weeks away.
(November 6th, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm) It’s a great place to
shop the world all in one place while buying “gifts that give
twice.”
From items handmade by Mayan women to sweet treat gift
jars from the children of 1st UMC, you’ll find something for
everyone on your holiday shopping list.
Nearly twenty vendors will be set up in Wesley Hall and nearby
rooms. Below is a quick look at the organizations and
ministries you’ll find at the AGF 2016.
More information on each can be found online at
www.1stchurch.org (under the Happening at 1st tab).

Compassion Counseling

Kuldiga Partnership

Prayer beads, essential oil diffuser necklaces and
inspirational art

Handmade items from Latvia including laser cut
balsam wood Christmas ornaments, protestant
prayer beads and various beaded items

Family Promise of Blount County

MayaWorks

Customized Christmas ornaments and keychains

Handwoven textiles and beaded jewelry

1st Kids Ministries

New Hope Advocacy Center

Gift jars filled with soup mix, hot cocoa or friendship tea

Handcrafted mason jar lid ornaments
Olive Branch Olive Oil
Extra virgin organic, fair-trade olive oil from Palestine
Pukuka Refugee Children
Washable cloth baskets for children’s small toys,
doggie treats, Christmas cards, cosmetics, office
pencils and more.
Shop the World Gifts
Jewelry, scarves, nativity sets, purses, home décor
and much more

The Gate
Handmade Christmas Angel ornaments

Good Neighbors of Blount County
Special blend coffee (already wrapped for gifting)

Grace Home for Children South Sudan
Handmade jewelry including necklaces, bracelets, and
earrings in a variety of styles

Humane Society of East TN
Great selection of items for pet owners

Tradewinds
Products from all over the world including coffee,
chocolate, jewelry, gift items, baskets and more
United Methodist Women
Pecans for baking, gift giving, or just enjoying as a
tasty snack
Welcome Table
Homemade strawberry, blueberry, and blackberry
jam along with apple butter

Kenya Partners
Nativity sets, angels and other Christmas decorations as
well as jewelry, pillow covers and containers made from
recycled materials
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Thanking God for all he has done for us is a great reason for everyone in
the church to come together. Each year, we set aside time for a
churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner. This annual tradition includes lots of
great food along with time to praise God through a variety of music.
This year’s dinner is happening on November 13th in Asbury Hall.
Everyone will gather to eat at 6:00 pm.
The church is providing the turkey, stuffing, gravy, rolls and drinks. Please bring a side dish or dessert to
share. There will be a donation basket to help cover the church’s portion of the meal.
Following the meal, the Celebration Singers Youth Choir along with the Jubilant Ringers and Celebration
Bells will help us give thanks through an evening of music.
Volunteers are needed to help wash silverware and pans,
and general clean up. Please contact Amelia Geis-Scott at
ameliageis@yahoo.com if you can help on November 13th.
To help get a better idea of how many people are coming,
please sign up online at:
www.1stchurch.org (in the Happening at 1st section)
or call the church office at 982-1273.
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Recovery hosting Smoking Cessation Class
by: Sandy Hodson

by: Sandy Hodson

The Great American Smokeout happens every
year on the third Thursday of November. This
year it is November 17th.

Celebrate Recovery-Maryville plans on holding a weekly Smoking Cessation class each
Wednesday evening (for 4 to 6 weeks), starting November 16th .
Nicotine addiction is difficult to kick. So, if you are tired of smoking and are ready to quit,
then Celebrate Recovery is the place for you! Just focus on how you will feel when you
are no longer chained to this deadly and expensive habit.

Wednesday, November 2nd

Each Wednesday
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

Wednesday, November 9th

In Blount County a promise was made to families to help them stay together
during a most challenging time in life, namely homelessness. Family Promise is
the mission that keeps a child out of foster care while mom is sent to one shelter
and dad to a different shelter. Instead, the family can live together with a roof
over their heads in place of a car, a tent, etc. Also, they do not have to worry
about whether they will have enough to eat that day and the child/children can stay in the same school they
were already attending. Area churches provide these necessities during the emergency shelter phase of
Family Promise.
This is a nationwide mission and 1st UMC has been a host church from its start in Blount County eight years
ago. The beauty of this mission is that it only takes a few hours of your time during one week, 3 or 4 times in
the calendar year. Also, should you be away or otherwise unavailable during a host week there is ample
flexibility in scheduling yourself. That is precisely why a large base of volunteers is needed.
If you are not already trained to serve, a one-time session is required. Please sign-up to be trained at 1stUMC
on Sunday, November. 20 beginning at 11:30 in Asbury Hall. Training should last until approximately 1:00 pm.
Lunch will be provided so please sign up online in the “Happening at 1st” of www.1stchurch.org or call the
church office at 982-1273 by November 18th.
Not convinced? Talk to others who have served and learn how their lives have been enriched through the
amazing attitudes and gratefulness expressed by the guests in the program. These people are definitely not
“deadbeats”. Many of them are already working. They must pass a background check and a drug test to enter
the program. The reality of life is that anyone could be an illness, a divorce, a down-sizing at work, away from
being homeless. As Christians we provide a hand up, not a hand out.
Please accept my special thanks to ALL who have served, especially those on the Family Promise committee.
Scott Davis will continue to volunteer but after eight years is stepping down from the Overnight Hosts Chair
position. Phil and Amy Large are on board to serve in that capacity. Greta Smith is also joining the team to
chair Evening Hosts or Saturdays. Other chairs are: Jan McCoy, Liz and Reggie Gaskin, Lila Eby, and Rev.
Sarah Slack.
Please feel free to contact me should you have any unanswered questions/concerns.
Yours in Christ,
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Kids supporting kids
The children’s ministry department has been busy this month working on
jar projects to sell at the Alternative Gift Fair. This year, the children will be
selling a variety of items including: bean soup, strawberry hot chocolate,
regular hot cocoa mix, friendship tea, and cookie mix. The children are
looking forward to selling these items and the proceeds will be donated to
the Holston Home for Children in Greeneville, TN. Please support the
children’s efforts and stop by the booth to purchase these great gifts on
November 6th.

Volunteer opportunities
There is a need for a volunteer to serve in the toddler ministry, two Sundays a
month. You would need to be available to come and spend time on Sunday mornings
from 9:10 - 10:20 two Sundays per month. The class does have a regular teacher and
you would serve as a second person in the room. Qualifications include that you have
been coming to the church for at least six months and that you would be available to
attend safe sanctuary training. Please contact Denise Johns if you would like to spend
time with a delightful and loving group of children.
There is also a need for substitute leaders in the children’s department.
These leaders are needed on an occasional basis when the regular
leaders are out of town. If you would like to serve in this capacity please
contact Denise Johns.

News

Denise Johns
Children’s Ministry Director
djohns@1stchurch.org
865-982-1273

Getting ready for Christmas
The children’s program, Candles for Christmas, comes your way on
December 4th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. It would be wonderful for everyone’s
child to participate in this delightful program. The children’s choirs will be
singing and there are also numerous speaking and dressing up parts
available for kids. If your child would like to participate in this wonderful
program please contact Denise Johns.
Everyone is invited to some to see the Candles of Christmas program
followed by a time for fellowship, food and crafts in Asbury Hall. The highlights
for food include: delicious soup, pizza, cookies and a variety of other snack
food donated by fellow attendees. If you plan on coming that night please
bring a finger food to share! It should be an incredible night , please invite
your family and friends!

Sunday, November 13th
Laser Tag and Lunch
Meet at the church at 11:30.
We will go out to lunch together, then to Knoxville for Laser Tag

Sunday, November 20th
YMAT meeting after church

For more information on youth ministries contact
Nathan Irwin at nirwin@1stchurch.org or call 982-1273
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Sundays
* 7:35 am
* 8:15 am
* 9:15 am
*10:30 am
*10:30 am
* 3:00 pm
* 4:30 pm
* 5:10 pm
* 5:15 pm
* 6:15 pm

Wednesdays

Happening at * 9:30 am After The Boxes Are Unpacked Study, 254

Morning Glory Chorus, 249
Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Sunday School (Various rooms)
Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship, Asbury
Run for God, 202
Youth Handbells, 252, 254
Celebration Singers, 249
Evensong Handbells, 252
Morning Glory Christmas Rehearsal, 249
(No rehearsal on November 13th)
October 30th
2:00 pm Fall Festival at 1st
November 6th
9:00 am Alternative Gift Fair, Wesley
7:00 pm 1st Worship Nights, Asbury Hall
November 13th
6:00 pm Churchwide Thanksgiving Dinner

Mondays
*3:30 pm Children’s Choirs
Primary Praise (K-1st), 254
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd), 249
Joy Singers (4th - 6th)
November 14th
10:00 am UMW, Circle 2, 205
November 21st
10:00 am Book Club, 202
November 28th
5:30 pm Finance Committee, 202
6:00 pm Recovery Facilitator Training, 254
7:00 pm Church Council

Tuesdays
*10:00 am Bible Study (VanPelt), 152A
* 7:00 pm Pickleball, Asbury Hall
November 15th
6:30 pm Wesley Day School Open House

(Not meeting on November 9th or 23rd)
*10:00 am Covenant Bible Study 1, 205
*10:00 am Just Art, 119
* 5:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall
* 6:30 pm Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall
* 7:40 pm Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms)
* 7:30 pm Chancel Choir, 249
* Noonday Worship returns on November 30th

Thursdays
* 6:30 am Men’s Bible Study, 254
* 5:00 pm Welcome Table, Asbury Hall
* 6:00 pm Run for God - Run/Walk
November 10th
10:00 am Knit Together Ministry, 205
November 17th
10:00 am UMW Board, 205
6:30 pm Trustees, 202

Saturdays
* 9:00 am Pickleball, Asbury Hall

Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of:
Doris Starner
In honor of:
Jan McCoy
In memory of:
John Trundle
In memory of:
Judy Clough
Doris Starner

Signing up for digital delivery includes email
alerts to new editions of the newsletter as well
as regular updates on things happening at 1st.
If you would like to go “digital” only, please
send us an email to info@1stchurch.org or call
the church office at 982-1273.

In memory of:
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Doris Starner
Sonny Lambert
In memory of:
Doris Starner

Capital Fund
Given by:
Bob & Peg Haresnape
Celebrate Recovery
Given by:
Martha Ragland
Friends of Estonia
Given by:
Bob & Paige McClure
Memorial Fund
Given by:
Shields Sunday School Class
Nancy Martin
Music Fund
Given by:
Blain & Ellie Place
Victor & Margaret Clark
Jim & Linda Rose
Richard & Ann Ray
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fisher
John Pizor
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Pizor
Bucky & Susan Colclough
Larry & Lynn Ladd
Judy Keller
Bert & Becky Emmerson
Bucky & Susan Colclough
Welcome Table
Given by:
Mike & Nancy Allee
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Inside this edition of The Church Bell





Alternative Gift Fair Preview
Celebrate Recovery aims to help
smokers kick the habit
Family Promise Training coming soon
Getting ready to say “thanks”

The yearly Stewardship campaign begins soon.
Next week, there will be a special edition of
“The Church Bell” focused on the importance of
giving and where your money goes.

www.1stchurch.org

