New Calendars!
Rev. Catherine Nance
Although many of us keep our calendars on devices, writing those dates down on our new calendars that Santa
left in our stocking is so important. I’m reading more and more about the power of writing things down (as
opposed to clicking them in). When we put pen to paper, it is good for our psychological and mental health.
Writing things down helps our brain work better! When I put events on my calendar, I am saying to myself that
this is a priority; this is important to me.
So, as you are filing in the birthdays of loved ones and school holidays, please put these events on your
calendar. When you write it down, you are saying, I am planning to be involved with my church family! This is
important!
EVERY SUNDAY – Worship at 8:15 and 10:30 am; Sunday School at 9:15 am
EVERY WEDNESDAY – Worship at 6:30 pm (Celebrate Recovery)
LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH – CONVERSATION MATTERS 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Join us as we listen to a speaker share a topic that is relevant to what is going on in our community or church.

LAST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH – JOY FELLOWSHIP Noon
This is a time of fellowship and either entertainment or learning. Lunch is still just $5.00!
Special Dates you want to have on your calendar:
Sunday, February 11th - Mission Fair and Lunch at 11:30 am
Wednesday, February 14th - ASH WEDNESDAY (Services at Noon and 6:30 pm)
EVERY WEDNESDAY DURING LENT – Noonday services 12:00 to 12:30 pm with a light lunch afterwards
Sunday, March 25th - PALM SUNDAY
Monday, March 26th – Friday, March 30th - HOLY WEEK Noonday services
Sunday, April 1st – EASTER
Sunday, April 8th – CONFIRMATION SUNDAY Evening Service
Sunday, April 8th – Sunday, April 15th - FAMILY PROMISE HERE
Sunday, May 15th – Senior Recognition Sunday (all three services)
Sunday, June 3rd – Wednesday, June 6th - VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
(Starts on Sunday morning; continues each evening from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm)
Sunday, July 1st – Church-Wide BBQ and BLUEGRASS 6:00 pm
Sunday, July 22nd – Sunday July 29 – FAMILY PROMISE HERE
Sunday, July 29th – BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY (& Blessing of the Backpacks)
Sunday, September 2nd – 10:30 am ALL CHURCH TAILGATE (worship under the tent; bring sausage balls!)
Sunday, October 28th – FALL FESTIVAL 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Sunday, November 4th – Sunday, November 11 – FAMILY PROMISE HERE
Sunday, November 11th – Church-wide Thanksgiving Dinner and Program
Sunday, December 2nd – Contemporary Worship Christmas Special at 10:30 am
5:00 pm Children’s Christmas Program and Snack Supper with Activities
Sunday, December 9th – 8:15 Morning Glory Chorus Christmas Presentation
Sunday, December 16th – Chancel Choir Cantata 10:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Services at 2:00, 7:00, and 10:00

As you write in these events, please offer a prayer for those who plan and work to make them happen. Pray for
our church each day this year as Transformed by Christ, we will TELL,TEACH, and TOUCH the world.

This year, you can get help Making Peace
with Your Past. Whether you have been
struggling to deal with a death, divorce, a
job loss or something else, there is help.
Joy Gaertner, a certified grief recovery
specialist is hosting a 6-week class on
Grief Recovery here at 1st Church.
The cost is $25, with regular sessions
starting on January 16th and continuing each Tuesday
night at 6:30 to 8:30 pm in room 254.
Please sign up for the class at www.1stchurch.org in
the “Happening at 1st” section.

Have you made an appointment for your
directory picture session?
Over the past couple of Sundays, many of you have
stopped by the table in Wesley Hall to make
appointments to get pictures taken for the new pictorial
directory coming later this year. If you haven’t made an
appointment yet, please try and do that sometime over
the next two Sundays.
If you can’t make it on one of those two days, the
appointment sheets will also be available in the Church
Office Monday through Friday from 9:30 am until 4:00
pm. We can not make appointments by phone and we
won’t be taking submitted photos.
Each church member (or family) getting their picture
taken will receive a copy of the pictorial directory and
an 8x10 portrait. No purchase is necessary.

The picture sessions are on the following dates:
February 6th to February 10th
and
February 20th to Feburary 24th.
This new church directory will be a valuable
communications tool for 1st United Methodist Church.
Please make sure and get your picture taken. The
current online directory and app will remain the same,
but will be updated with the new pictures and
information collected in making this new directory.
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Summer Mission Trip to Latvia
From June 14th through June 23rd, a team from 1st UMC
Maryville and a few other churches will be heading to the
Baltic nation of Latvia. This trip is part of an ongoing
partnership with the churches here and in Latvia. The cost
is $2,000 (which includes travel, room and meals.)
This Sunday afternoon (January 14th) you are invited to
an informational meeting
concerning the mission trip at
2:00 pm in room 202.
Please contact Ron Werker at 865-414-8912 or Carol
Werker at 865-577-8910 if you plan on coming to the
meeting.

A special focus on missions and ministry
Each month during 2018, the Outreach team will
highlight a mission and ministry of our church. This will
give you many more hands-on opportunities to help
throughout the year.
For several years our church has sponsored a program
that has provided backpacks of food (through Second
Harvest) for children at Montvale Elementary School.
Twenty-five children at that school receive one of these
backpacks on Fridays during the school year to help feed
them over the
weekend.
Over the years, 1st
UMC has also
collected school
supplies, purchased
classroom equipment,
spread mulch, and
assisted with special
events.
For our first Mission
Spotlight of the year, we are asking you to bring
disinfectant wipes and tissues to help teachers at
Montvale Elementary School combat cold and flu
season. Please bring these items to the sitting area in
front of the church office, Sundays January 21st and
28th.

Mission Fair and Lunch
Sunday, February 11th at 11:30 am
Asbury Hall
Come learn about the different ministries and missions
1st UMC supports and how to get involved with them.
Sign up at www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

Christian sympathy extended to:
Traci Topham in the death of her mother, Pat Woods who died on December 19th.
The family of Delia Houk who died on December 25th.
Paulette Bailey in the death of her father, John Paul Locher III who died on December 28th.
Barbara Rieger in the death of her husband, Bert Rieger on December 29th.
Carol Benson in the death of her father, Ray Stomer who died on January 3rd.
Roger Scott in the death of his brother, James Harold Scott, on January 4th.

In Memoriam
Nell St. Clair
Joined First Church: March 1946
Entered the Church Triumphant: December 18, 2017

Memorials & Honorariums
Family Promise
In memory of:
Peg Haresnape

Given by:
Dean & Barbara Haresnape

Heifer Project

In honor of:
Given by:
Donna Hooker
Denice Garner
Angie Hooker
Denice Garner
Russell & Libby Nellis Denice Garner

Memorial Fund

In memory of:
June Cochran
Coy & Letha Dixon
Roy & Peggy Young
Delia Houk
Clariece Emert
Peg Haresnape

Music Fund

In memory of:
June Cochran
Jim Porter
Jim Porter
Jim Porter
Jim Porter
Pat Kerr
Jim Porter
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Given by:
John Cochran
Herbert Dixon
Herbert Dixon
Garst Sunday School Class
Jerry & Linda West
Bob & Marilyn Byrd

Given by:
Herbert Dixon
Charles & Barbara Barton
Byron Lawson
Robert & Helen Holland
Jerry & Lin Reichelt
Jerry & Linda West
Ed Harmon

Welcome Table
In honor of:
Charlie St. Clair

Given by:
Garst Sunday School Class

In memory of:
June Cochran
June Cochran
Peg Haresnape

Given by:
Lee & Sharron Kull
Charles & Barbara Barton
Mae Owenby

Page 3

Each Wednesday Night
5:30 Light Meal
6:30 Worship
7:40 Share Groups

January 24th
Searching for my value in the midst of
my brokenness
Special guest: Catherine Dees

www.crmaryvilletn.com

Christmas is always such a special time of year and no doubt you have fond memories of Christmases past.
Those who served in the Family Promise Mission both gave and received lasting memories when three families
called 1stUMC home December 24th -31st.
The families moved in early so those with young children could attend the Family Christmas Eve service in the
afternoon. The mom with the 16-year-old attended the 10:00 pm Candlelight and Communion service. From
there it didn’t stop being special. 1st Church members and the community alike made certain Santa knew
where the children were staying. (That included the grown-up ones too.)
Homelessness is a horrific reality but you made certain these families felt wanted and worthy. Family Promise
changes lives for the better. In fact Michelle and Noah moved into their own apartment before the New Year!
That has to be a memory from Christmases past to reflect on in the years to come.
Families that follow the program’s protocols are successful in getting back on their feet and into their own
homes. Unfortunately there are other families who are in need so the program goes on. Please mark
April 8th - 15th, July 22nd -29th and November 4th -11th on your calendars. These are the weeks in 2018
when 1stUMC serves again in the name of Christ for “the least of these.”
Happy New Year!

Mavis Ziegler

Family Promise Coordinator at 1st UMC
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Christmas Memories

1st News

It’s hard to believe that 2018 has arrived and we’re
nearly halfway through the first month. The memories
of Advent & Christmas 2017 are still fresh in our minds
as we remember the voices of children and choirs
singing, the twinkling of the lights on the trees, and the
welcoming of Christmas by raising candles (and
glowsticks) into the air as reminders of the light of the
world, Jesus Christ.
Many memories from the past season are preserved
on the church website through a wide array of videos
and pictures of the various events. Just visit:
www.1stchurch.org/Christmas to view them.

A special thanks!

Religion has always played an important role in the
life of people in Appalachia. In some areas, there are
traditions and customs you won’t find in other parts of
the country or at least they aren’t as common. So, is
there such a thing as “Appalachian Religion?”
Join us for the first Joy Fellowship Lunch of the year
on January 31st when our guest, Dr. Philip Sherman
of Maryville College provides some answers.
Chef Amelia will be cooking lunch. It costs $5.

Two organizations helping people in crisis are
getting a big boost in the New Year thanks to your
generosity. The offerings taken during the 7:00 pm
Cantata presentation and during all the services on
Christmas Eve totaled $20,000!

Please sign up at
www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273

That money will be divided equally between Good
Neighbors of Blount County and the Community
Food Connection of Blount County. Thanks for
going above and beyond to help your neighbors in
need.

Welcome to 1st UMC
Margaret Cunningham

THE CHURCH BELL

Page 5

Maryville First United Methodist Church
804 Montvale Station Road
Maryville, Tennessee 37803
Phone: 865-982-1273 / Fax: 865-983-5408
Change Service Requested

NON-PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE
PAID
MARYVILLE TN
PERMIT NO. 113

Whether it’s the focus on the work of Martin Luther King, Jr.
or the celebration of Black History Month, the next few weeks
will place much attention on the topic of race. For the first
Conversation Matters event of the year, the Rev. Leah Burns
will join us with some conversation starters.
Throughout its history, the Methodist Church has dealt with
issues concerning race many times. And although the
discipline officially did away with segregation, the racial
barriers didn’t go away.
Join us on January 28th at 5:00 pm when the Rev. Leah
Burns (of Second UMC in Knoxville) leads the conversation
on the challenges black people face within our faith
community and the community at large.

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!

www.1stchurch.org

The next edition of The Church Bell comes out on January 29th
If you have something to submit, the deadline for submissions is January 26th.

