
A year to serve: 
 
You probably see in the calendar or hear announced 
about “Church Council meeting.” What is that? Who 
makes up the council? 
  
The church council is the governing body of the church 
and is made up of elected officials and representatives 
from a groups in the church. It is at church council that 
we talk about the goals for the church and its ministries, 
share ideas and keep folks informed of what is 
happening. 
  
Here is a list of the officers and chairs of the 
committees. 
  
Church Council Chair – Martha Ragland 
Lay Leader – Phil Large 
 
Lay Members to Annual Conference – Kelly Morgan, 
Teresa Morton, and Phil Large 
They represent our church at the Holston Annual 
Conference; we have three laity because we have three 
full-time clergy. There is equal representation between 
clergy and lay at annual conference. 
  
Finance Committee Chairperson – Margaret Trentham 
The Finance committee is responsible for setting the 
budget for church and implementing the stewardship 
campaign. They work closely with Mark Blodgett, our 
church administrator, who handles all of the financial 
and property matters of the church. 
  
Staff-Parish Relations Cmte. Chairperson – Joey Smith 
The SPRC deals with personnel matters and also relates 
to the District Superintendent in regards to clergy. This 
committee meets quarterly and ensures that the staff 
have what they need to do their jobs as well as looking 
at the staffing needs of the church. 
  
Trustees Chairperson – Rob Goddard 
Trustees are responsible for all of the church’s property 
and set goals for maintenance and improvement of 
structures. 
  
Outreach Committee Chairperson – Charles Brinkley 
The Outreach Committee manages our missions/
compassion/social justice/relief ministry planning. 
Representatives from Welcome Table and Celebrate 
Recovery are on this committee. 

 A look at Church Council 
 
Witness Team Chairperson – Charlie Barton 
This committee plans ways to effectively reach/orient/
connect with the community and the church family. 
  
CMAT  
(Children’s Ministry Action Team) Chair – Shana Dowlen 
This team works closely with our children’s ministry 
director, Denise Johns, to plan and implement special 
programming for our children through education, music, 
and mission. 
  
Adult Council Chairperson -  Pat Raines 
Adult Council plans JOY Fellowship and other activities 
for adults. Mae Owenby who is on the council plans trips 
for the group. Other small group activities would come 
under the umbrella of Adult Council. 
 
Lay Leadership Committee is the group who looks at the 
needs of committees and then looks at the gifts of our 
congregation and asks individuals to serve on these 
committees. The Senior Minister chairs this committee. 
  
Along with chairs of these committees, there are 
members-at-large who represent all of the congregation. 
Those members are Betty Smith, Marilyn Giles, Brenda 
Clark, Jim Scruggs, Sandra Davis, Adam Hood, Bart 
Stinnett, Barry Evans, and Eileen Jennings. 
  
Karen Page coordinates our Congregational Care Team 
and is responsible for keeping up with volunteers who 
visit our homebound members. 
  
Donna Doede, United Methodist Women President, and 
John Allen, United Methodist Men President, also serve 
on Church Council. 
  
Along with your clergy and staff, that makes up our 
church council. 
  
ANYONE is welcome to attend a meeting which is 
usually on the last Monday of each month. 
  
We are thankful for the way our laity works together to 
serve! 
 



The main church phone number is 865-982-1273 
*Please note that ALL staff emails now end with 

1stchurch.org unless otherwise noted. 
 
Pastors 
Catherine Nance               cnance                            ext.111 
Parker Benson                 pbenson                          ext. 106 
Sarah Slack                        sslack                           ext. 107 
 
Music 
Terry Wilson                   sacmusic                           ext. 109 
Susan Daves                    sdaves                            ext. 110 
Chris Lee                            clee                               ext. 116 
Dwain Pesterfield (organist)      DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Sarah Lawson slawson 
Katie Russell krussell 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Denise Johns                     djohns                             ext.113 
Carmen Faircloth          ceaf26@att.net 
 
Youth Ministries 
Nathan Irwin                       nirwin                             ext.202 
 
Administrator 
Mark Blodgett                   mblodgett                        ext. 103 
 
Communications 
Clayton Hensley                 chensley                        ext.100 
 
Membership Secretary 
Jane Sanders                      jsanders                       ext. 101 
 
Welcome Table 
Amelia Geis-Scott      ameliageis@yahoo.com 
 
Technical Director 
Samuel Williams        swilliams@1stchurch.org  
  
Maintenance & Custodial Staff 
Paul Brown, Sherri Justice, Bryan Holder 982-1273 
 
General Questions       info@1stchurch.org  

Staff 

 
While The Church Bell and the Sunday bulletins are great 
ways to keep up with what’s happening at 1st, our e-mails 
are a pretty good way to do that too!   Many of you are 
already signed up to receive regular emails from the 
church including alerts about new e-editions of the 
newsletter.   If you aren’t signed up, we’re working to 
make it easier for you. Just visit www.1stchurch.org and 
scroll down to find the email sign up form.  You can 
choose from:  
 

Parents of Jr./Sr. High Students 
CAST Ministry for Singles 
Children’s Ministry Parents 

Rev. Nance’s weekly update 
The Church Bell Digital Delivery 

 
Once you’ve signed up, you should begin receiving the 
emails you selected the next time they are sent.  If you 
have any questions please email chensley@1stchurch.org 
or call Clayton at 982-1273.  

February 20th          Submission deadline: February 17th 
March 13th               Submission deadline: March 10th 
March 27th               Submission deadline: March 24th 
April 10th                  Submission deadline: April 7th 
 
*If you have something you would like to see in The Church 
Bell, please send it to chensley@1stchurch.org or drop it by 
the church office.  If you are wanting an event promoted 
please fill out the online event promotion form at least a 
month prior to the event.  Hard copies of the event form are 
available in the church office. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS …. SPREAD THE WORD! 

E-Communications 

Publishing Schedule 

Welcome to 1st! 

Please welcome Carol Millican Morris to 1st 
UMC.  She joined the church in January! 

mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
mailto:chensley@1stchurch.org
https://1stchurch.wufoo.com/forms/s8kihwi0trckjk/
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  Making lots of progress 

Crews from across the Maryville 
District didn’t let the weather get 
the best of them when it came to 
building the latest Habitat home.  
On Saturday, February 18th you 
are invited to help start painting the 
interior of the house from 8:30 to 
12:30.  
 

 
You can find other opportunities to help with this build on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays at the same times.  (Crews 
may not be working if it is raining.) The house is at  207 W. Howe 
Street in Alcoa.  
 

1st News 

Free from worry 
 
“If you spend a day wrapped up in worry, it is a day you 
can’t get back.”  Those are words of advice from Tom 
Baker, a television producer and author who was the 
guest at January’s JOY Fellowship Lunch.   
 
Baker worked for Scripps Networks for years before 
branching out onto his own.  At first his business was 
successful, but eventually it ran into problems and he 
was overwhelmed with worry.  The love from his dogs 
and his faith in God came together to help him learn to 
live a life without worry.  His book “One Dog’s Faith” tells 
his story through the eyes of his canine companion.  It is 
available on Amazon. 
 
Tom is a member of Concord United Methodist Church 
in Farragut.  

Next J.O.Y. Fellowship Lunch  
February 22, 2017 

@Noon 
 

Maryville Police Dept. 
K-9 Unit 

 
Come learn more about what this unit does, 
what kind of cases they handle and how the 
dogs are used to help fight crime and keep 

you safe.  
 
 

Lunch costs $5 
 

Sign up online in the “Happening at 1st” 
section or call 982-1273 

Volunteers wanted! 

When someone lets us know they are 
visiting 1st UMC for the first time, we 
follow up with a quick visit where we 
bring them more information about the 
church as well as some small gifts and 
homemade bread.    
 
Right now, we don’t have many folks 
making these important visits and are 
looking for some help making them 
happen.   If you are interested in this 
great opportunity to serve, please give 
Jane Sanders a call at 982-1273 or 
drop by the church office.   



We Have Lift-Off!  by: Dana Hogan 
 
After much planning, a new adult ministry, CAST  (Community 
Adult Singles Together), held its first get-together, Coffee and 
Conversation, on Sunday, January 22nd.  Eighteen 
enthusiastic people --single, divorced, and widowed, ages 
ranging from mid-30s to mid-70s-shared their stories and 
hopes for this unfolding initiative.  As we compiled a list of 
possible activities, the group agreed that we would offer more 
than social activities; that ministry, too, would be included.   
 
CAST will next meet for an Everything Chocolate Valentine’s 
event in Wesley Hall  from 1:00 to 3:00 pm on Sunday, 
February 12th.  Guests are asked to bring their favorite 
chocolate creation to share.  A chocolate-tasting (yes, such a 
thing does exist) will be part of the fun.  Single, divorced, and 
widowed adults are welcome to attend.   
 
Please sign-up online at www.1stchurch.org or call the church 
office at 982-1273. Childcare will be offered.  The deadline for 
requesting childcare is February 5th.  

Mission trips to Latvia in the works 
 
This summer you will have another opportunity 
to serve in the mission field by traveling to 
Latvia.  The back to back trips are in July.  One 
trip will focus on construction at Wesley camp 
on the west coast of Latvia.  The other will focus 
on construction projects at Tasi. 
 
The overall cost of a trip is $2000. (Some 
fundraisers will be held to offset the cost).  That 
price includes getting there, food while in Latvia, 
lodging and construction supplies. 
 
If you are interested in taking this special 
journey please plan on being here at the church 
on February 12th at 2:00 pm for a special 
introductory meeting.   If you are unable to 
come, but are still interested please call Richard 
Rudesill at 865-964-8202.   
 
A non-refundable $500 deposit will be due by 
March 13th.  
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1st News 

What are your mission interests? 
Whether it’s helping out at the Welcome Table 
or going on a mission trip to places like Latvia 
and New Jersey, there are dozens of ways you 
can help others through 1st United Methodist 
Church, Maryville.  Church truly can happen 
anywhere and we want to make sure you are 
plugged in to what’s available in the mission 
field. To let us know more about your interests 
we have developed a form online at: 

 www.1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st   
You can either fill that form out or give us a call 
at 982-1273.  Either way, we’ll work to help you 
find volunteer and mission opportunities that are 
a good fit with you.  
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witness in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the Earth.              
Acts 1:8 

Stretching your donation 

Donating items to Knox Area Rescue 
Ministries is a good way to help those in 
need. But did you know that just 
mentioning 1st UMC-Maryville when 
you donate can make that donation go 
even further?   

The next time you go and donate 
something at a KARM, make sure they credit that donation to 
1st UMC - Maryville.  (You can still get your charitable giving 
credit for taxes, too).  Based on the number of donations from 
a church, KARM sends gift cards for people to shop at the 
stores.  The ministers here at 1st UMC have already been 
putting them to use helping folks in need who have sought 
out the church for help. 

http://www.1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st
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Coming up at Celebrate Recovery 

18 reasons for 1st UMC members to attend CR each week! 
 

 Support and encourage our own Pastor Parker Benson who is the Leader 
and Preacher. 

 

 Add a mid-week worship experience for yourself. 
 

 Learn things that could help you, a family member or a friend dealing with 
the struggles of life. 

 

 See the affirmation of love and hospitality toward one another. 
 

 Socialize with one another for which there is little time to do in church on 
Sunday. 

 

 Meet people from other churches. 
 

 Serve the Maryville recovery community by volunteering. 
 

 Meet people who really need love and support. 
 

 Get the opportunity to Glorify God by loving his children in need. 
 

 See Jesus teachings in action. 
 

 Witness the effectiveness of our Church’s outreach. 
 

 Receive inspiration from powerful testimonies. 
 

 Experience an authentic vulnerable environment. 
 

 See souls being saved. 
 

 Work on your own short-comings by taking advantage of any of the small 
group opportunities.  

 

 Experience a great meal prepared by Amelia and her volunteers. 
 

 Open your eyes to the world in which we live. 
 

 Encourage the 30+ volunteers that set up, provide transportation, greeting 
and hospitality, child care, security, prepare meals, carry out the worship 
service, and facilitate the small groups. 

Each Wednesday 
5:30 Light Meal 
6:30 Worship 

7:40 Share Groups 

February 8th - Rev. Parker Benson 

February 15th - Brenda Clark 
                           Hopefulness  

February 22nd - Rev. Parker Benson 
                            Confessing our faults 

1stUMC is always 
doing amazing work 
but that is especially 
true for Family 
Promise during the 
month of February 

when love and heart health are celebrated in America.                          

February 19th-26th volunteers will help make 
1st UMC home to families who otherwise would be trying 
to survive in a car or a worse place.  What a difference 
you make it getting these families back on their feet 
when they most need love.  Thank you to all who give a 
few hours of your time or prepare food for as it is stated 
in Matthew 25:40 “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.”   

 

If you would like to be part of Family Promise 
contact Mavis Ziegler.  You’ll be grateful that you joined 
this vital mission.  Also, check out the bulletin board 
article across from Asbury Hall.  It highlights Kathi 
Parkins, winner of the Athena Award, who is the director 
of Family Promise. 

 

Yours in Christ, 
Mavis Ziegler, Coordinator at 1st UMC 
mavisziegler@yahoo.com or call 865-748-0532  

On January 18th, Matt Hall, the 2017 
Appalachian Trail Chaplain shared his story of 

addiction and recovery at CR.Maryville 

mailto:mavisziegler@yahoo.com


The children who are attending choir have been 
presented the opportunity to work on birthday  treat 
bags.  Once a month, these bags are handed out at 
Welcome Table to individuals who have celebrated a 
recent birthday.  The bags are handed out on the 
second Thursday of every month.  Miss Carmen 
Faircloth is handing out the bags and would love to 
have children participate.  If your child would like to 
help please sign up online in the “Happening at 1st” 
section.   

Volunteers are needed for:  
February 9th, March 9th, April 13th, May 11th and 

June 8th.    
The children have been working on this project every 
time they attended choir in the month of January. 
  
During the month of February, the children will be 
working on treat bags to be taken to some of the local 
community helpers.  The children suggested that bags 
be given out to our local garbage men and women, the 
people who take care of the local Greenbelt and also 
to the ambulance drivers and EMT’s.  

 
The children are so thoughtful and 
excited about this mission 
project.  There is an opportunity for 
children to help with these bags on 
Sunday, February 12th following 
10:30 worship. The kids will meet in 
room C11.  In addition to making the 
bags, the children will be 
writing thank you notes to go 
along with them.  
 
After finishing the bags and 
notes, which should take 
approximately 45 minutes, the children are invited to 
stay and eat pizza.  The entire process should be 
finished by 1:00 pm.  Children from Kindergarten 
through 6th grade are invited to attend.  
 
Please sign up by February 8th so we can plan 
accordingly. 

News 

THE CHURCH BELL                                          Page 6 

Denise Johns 
Children’s Ministry Director 

djohns@1stchurch.org 
865-982-1273 

Registration for 2017-2018 
Tuesday, February 7th 
7:00 pm in Wesley Hall 

(doors close at 6:50 pm) 
 

All names will be chosen by 
random drawing.  

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming your way June 4th through June 7th. The first 
VBS session will actually be held on Sunday morning during Sunday School.  The theme 
for VBS is Hero Central, Discover your Strength in God. The VBS program looks 
amazing! Please block off these dates so your child can come. 
  
You may be asking, why should our church provide VBS?  There are many reasons and I 
would like to share a few.  When children are at VBS, they learn Bible stories, enjoy time 
with friends, sing contemporary Biblical music and memorize Bible scripture to name a 
few. All of the activities at VBS, teach children about Jesus and how to be like 
him.  Growing up can be so difficult and we want every child to know God as their friend 
and know He will always love them. 

  
Do you think VBS is for children only?  Do you think that only parents of children can volunteer?  Absolutely not, is 
the answer!  By volunteering you are given a once a year opportunity to grow as a leader for children.  Jesus was 
taught by teachers in the Temple, when he was child.  The children of our community need YOU to help them to grow 
and strengthen their relationship with Christ. 
  
The entire congregation can help to ensure the children of our community receive the best possible VBS 
experience.  Adults are needed to: decorate, teach, shepherd children, prepare food, send invitations, send follow up 
cards to visitors, work publicity, serve as greeters, and pray.  If you would like to volunteer please visit 
www.1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st or contact Denise Johns (info in the blue box at the top of the page).  

Mission opportunity for children 

Age requirements for each class: 
Age 3 by August 15th for 3-year-old class 
Age 4 by August 15th for 4-year-old class 
Age 5 by January 31st for Readiness Class 

Contact Director, Kathy White at 
984-8917 for more information.  

http://www.1stchurch.org/serving-at-1st


Chancel Choir Fund 
In memory of:    Given by: 
Norma McDonald Steve & Martha Shields 
Norma McDonald Challengers Sunday School 
 

 
Family Promise 

In memory of:    Given by: 
Jack Bruce  Juanita & Eleanor Bruce 
Jack Bruce  Harold & Betty Bowman 
Helen Calloway  Charles & Barbara Barton 
Jack Bruce  Samuel & Aurice Chapman 
Jack Bruce  Shields SS Class 
 

 
Memorial Fund 

In memory of:    Given by: 
Dick Phelps  Bob & Peg Haresnape 
Helen Calloway  Jim & Susie Curtiss 
Helen Calloway  First Choice Services 
Helen Calloway  Petro Services, Inc. 
Helen Calloway  Ed & Brenda Sellers 
Helen Calloway  Jimmy & Vicky Jones 
Helen Calloway  Rick & Cindy Shepard 
Helen Calloway  Al & Jeanne Redwine 
Dick Phelps  Garst Sunday School Class 
Helen Calloway  Bunco Babes 
Helen Calloway  Stephen & Maxine Redwine 
Helen Calloway  Steve & Martha Shields 
Helen Calloway  Carol Ann Mitchell 
Helen Calloway  Joe & Janet Tipton 

 
Recovery Fund 

In honor of: Wednesday Night Kitchen Staff 
Given by: Pat Blankenship 

 
Welcome Table 

In memory of:    Given by: 
Dick Phelps  Ivanell Farber 

Memorials and Honorariums 

Our Church Family 

Christian sympathy extended to: 
Joann Myers in the death of her son,  

Stephen Davis on January 18th 
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Sundays 
* 7:35 am   Morning Glory Chorus, 249 

* 8:15 am   Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

* 9:15 am   Sunday School (Various rooms)   

*10:30 am  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

*10:30 am  Contemporary Worship, Asbury  

*  4:30 pm  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 

* 5:00 pm   Confirmation Class, 202 

*  5:10 pm  Celebration Singers, 249 

*   5:15 pm  Evensong Handbells, 252 

February 12th 

    2:00 pm  Latvia Mission Tea, 152 

    1:00 pm  CAST Valentine’s  

                   Everything Chocolate Party, 

                   Wesley Hall 

Mondays 
*  3:30 pm  Children’s Choirs 

           Primary Praise (K-1st),  254 

            Merrymakers (2nd/3rd), 249 

            Joy Singers (4th - 6th) 

February 13th 

   10:00 am UMW Circle 1, 202 

February 20th 

   10:00 am Book Club, 202      

   *No Children’s Choirs  

Tuesdays 
 *10:00 am  Bible Study (VanPelt), 152A 

 *  7:00 pm  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

February 7th 

    7:00 pm  Witness Team Meeting, 205 

    7:00 pm  WDS Registration, Wesley Hall 

Wednesdays 
*  5:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Light Meal, Asbury Hall 

*  6:30 pm   Celebrate Recovery Worship, Asbury Hall 

*  7:40 pm   Celebrate Recovery Share Groups (various rooms) 

*  7:30 pm   Chancel Choir, 249 

Thursdays 
*  6:30 am   Men’s Bible Study, 254 

*  5:00 pm   Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 

February 9th 

  10:00 am  Knit Together Ministry, 205 

Saturdays 
* 9:00 am  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

 

Happening at 

Photo courtesy of Cathy & Howard Yarnell 
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*There will be NO Youth Fellowship on 
February 5th. Instead the youth will be going 

out to lunch following 10:30 worship 

Youth fellowship and worship usually meets on 
Sunday nights at 6:00 pm.  

On the Saturday morning of Resurrection 2017, this group wore 
their “onesies” to the session which featured the group Rend 
Collective and speaker Mick Veach of Stoney Creek Community 
Church in Michigan.  


