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The Herald 
¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IŜǊŀƭŘ ƛǎ 

CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ ннƴŘ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴΦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŘƛŀϪǿŀǘŜǊƭƻƻŬǊǎǘΦƻǊƎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŀǊƪ 

ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜǊŀƭŘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǝƴΦ  

ΨΣΦ 2ÁÎÄÏÌÐÈ 

7ÁÔÅÒÌÏÏȟ )! ΧΡΩΡΤ 

0ÈÏÎÅ ɉΥΣΫɊ ΤΥΧ-ΩΡΪΪ 

&ÁØ ɉΥΣΫɊ ΤΥΧ-ΩΣΩΣ 

×××Ȣ×ÁÔÅÒÌÏÏǢÒÓÔȢÏÒÇ 

 

  

 

2ÅÖȢ .ÁÔÅ .ÉÍÓ 
           0ÁÓÔÏÒ 

+ÉÍÂÅÒÌÙ "ÅÎÄÅÌÌ 
 !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ 
!ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 

%ÍÉÌÙ &ÏÒÓÓÂÅÒÇ 
          $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ -ÕÓÉÃ 

3ÁÌÌÙ 4ÈÕÒÍÁÎ 
 -ÅÄÉÁ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ 

,ÏÒÉ .ÅÌÓÏÎ 
 /ÒÇÁÎÉÓÔ 

#ÏÎÎÉÅ *Ï .ÅÌÌÉÓ 
 0ÉÁÎÉÓÔȾÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÓÔ 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 4ÉÍÅȡ 
             3ÕÎÄÁÙ - ΫȡΥΡ ÁȢÍȢ 

 
/ǣÃÅ (ÏÕÒÓȡ 

 
-ÏÎÄÁÙ - 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ 
ΫȡΡΡ ÁȢÍȢ - ΣȡΡΡ ÐȢÍȢ 

&ÒÉÄÁÙ 
ΫȡΡΡ ÁȢÍȢ-ΣΤȡΡΡ ÐȢÍȢ 
ɉÏÒ ÂÙ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔɊ 

ñThe Mission of 

Waterloo First UMC is to 

be a church of people 

who live as disciples of 

Jesus Christ by 

providing a place for 

spiritual growth in a 

caring, inviting  

community.ò 

May 25, 2018 
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Become 

 

Become 
ñHomosexuality is incompatible with Christian teachingò has 

remained.  

 

This statement has raised the question, how welcome are 

LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Queer) persons in 

the United Methodist Church?  

 

It is important to note that the Book of Discipline says that ñall 

persons are of sacred worthò (2016 BOD, pg. 26) and made in 

the image of God. The Book of Discipline also states that in the 

United Methodist Church, ñAll people may attend its worship 

services, participate in its programs, receive the sacraments 

and become members in any local church in the 

connectionò (2016 BOD, pg. 155). At the same time, since 1972 

the United Methodist Church has stated, ñThe United Methodist 

Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and 

considers this practice incompatible with Christian 

teachingò (2016 BOD, pg. 113). This means that pastors are 

not able to conduct weddings for same-gender couples and 

that persons are not ordained if they are openly homosexual.  

 

So, the question remains, how welcome are LGBTQ persons in 

the United Methodist Church? Some within the United 

Methodist Church believe that all persons are welcome, but 

same-sex attraction is sinful and needs to be repented of. 

These United Methodists do not want to see our 

denominationôs statement about human sexuality in the Book of 

Discipline change.  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

There is a level of uncertainty 

and anxiety in the national and 

international United Methodist 

Church that Waterloo First UMC 

and many local churches have 

not experienced. This 

uncertainty and anxiety for the 

global United Methodist Church 

is related to the future of the 

United Methodist Church and 

how we discuss and move 

forward with sexuality as a 

denomination.  

 

In 1968 when the United 

Methodist Church was founded 

through the joining of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

and the Evangelical United 

Brethren, our Book of 

Discipline, the rules and 

regulations that our church lives 

by, stated that sexuality is a 

good gift from God, 

pornography can exploit and 

diminish this good gift, and 

marriage as a covenant 

relationship between faithful 

partners is the best way to 

steward this gift from God.  

 

During the 1972 General 

Conference, the quadrennial 

meeting of the United Methodist 

Church where our rules and 

regulations are debated, 

amended, and revised, the 

statement, ñHomosexuality is 

incompatible with Christian 

teachingò was added to the 

Book of Discipline. Since 1972, 

the Book of Discipline has been 

amended in a number of ways, 

and the statement that  
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Others within the United Methodist Church believe that all persons 

are welcome and just as the church has changed its mind on 

slavery, the church will change its mind on sexuality. These 

Methodists note that many people called sinners, like the woman 

at the well, like tax collectors were welcomed and cared for by 

Christ. Methodists on this side want to remove the incompatibility 

language from the Book of Discipline.  

 

During the 2016 General Conference, a group called the 

Commission on a Way Forward was formed to help the global 

United Methodist Church find a way past our current impasse. For 

the last year, the Commission on a Way Forward has met to 

debate and discuss various paths that the United Methodist 

Church could take. Recently, the Council of Bishops gathered to 

offer their insights to the Commission on a Way Forward.  

 

Our Bishop, Laurie Haller, wrote that three plans were presented 

to the Bishops. They are: The Traditionalist Plan, which would 

retain the current disciplinary language around homosexuality and 

provide accountability.  

The One Church Plan, which would allow churches to 

contextualize language and practice around sexuality in support of 

witness and mission. The current prohibitive language in the 

Discipline around same-sex marriage and the ordination of self-

avowed practicing homosexuals would be removed. Local 

churches could decide whether or not to host same-sex weddings, 

and clergy could choose whether or not to officiate at same-sex 

(Continued from page 2) weddings. Central Conferences in other parts of the world would 

continue to be able to adapt the Book of Discipline to their context.  

 

The Connectional Conference Plan, where local churches and 

clergy could decide to join traditional, centrist, or progressive 

ñconnectional conferencesò that would be formed according to 

theological conviction.  

 

During the meeting of the Council of Bishops, a consensus was 

reached for the One Church Plan as the best way forward for the 

United Methodist Church. Throughout this year, in Iowa and 

around the world, there will be a number of gatherings to discuss 

the possibility of this way forward. In February 2019 a special 

General Conference will meet in St. Louis where this way forward 

will be debated and voted on.  

 

In a letter to the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church, Bishop Laurie wrote, ñOur differing beliefs around human 

sexuality have led to a sense of brokenness across the church, in 

the Council of Bishops, and among those who find themselves 

outside one or all of the plans. My prayer is that, in the midst of 

various viewpoints, we can remain focused on our call to be 

difference makers in our communities and around the worldé

There are millions of people across the globe who are yearning to 

hear the good news of Jesus Christ and are just waiting for you 

and me to offer them words of grace, peace, and hope. óWe are 

one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord. We are one in the Spirit, 

we are one in Lord. And we pray that all unity may one day be 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 
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restored. They will know we are Christians by our love.ôò  

 

We do not know what the outcome of the 2019 Conference will be. 

There are those that do not want to see any change in the United 

Methodist Church. Others find hope in the One Church plan and 

believe that the local option is our best way forward. Others still 

hope for more openness and change within the United Methodist 

Church.  

 

When it comes to the work of the church, it has been my practice 

to focus on issues other than sexuality because the last person 

that anyone needs relationship advice from is someone that lives 

alone with cats.  

 

I believe that all persons are of sacred worth and that Jesus shows 

us what it means to witness to and bless that sacred worth. Jesus 

welcomed the lonely, cared for the outcast, lifted up the needy, 

and implores us to care for one another. We have more than 

enough work to do, as a church, when it comes to blessing our 

neighbors and community so that all persons can flourish as 

beloved children of God.  

 

At the same time, this is an issue that we cannot ignore. The 

United Methodist Church is not unique in our debate or our various 

points of view. The Presbyterian Church, USA, the Episcopal 

Church, and the United Church of Christ have all open their 

denominations in various ways to LGBTQ persons, while the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has changed its position 

(Continued from page 3) 
and experienced some fracturing because of that.  

 

It is not clear what direction the United Methodist Church will take 

in 2019. In this next year, and beyond, if you would like to talk my 

door is always open. If your Sunday School class or small group 

would like to discuss the future of the United Methodist Church, we 

can do so. There also may come a time where Waterloo First UMC 

is asked to make a decision about our own way forward and if, 

when, we do, I donôt want us to be reactionary, I want us to 

understand each other's hearts.  

 

The United Methodist Church may change, but Godôs love will 

remain, and our mission and ministry to the Cedar Valley will 

remain too. During the year to come, please be in prayer for our 

church, the United Methodist Church, and our Bishops.  

 

grace and peace,  

Nate  
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Bill Lane,  
Navy 

/ǊŀƛƎ 
/ƘŀǇƳŀƴ 
{ƎǘΦΣ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΣ 
 унƴŘ !ƛǊōƻǊƴŜ 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 

WƻƘƴ CŜƭƭŜǊ 
!ǊƳȅ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ /ǊŀǾŜƴ 
!ǊƳȅ 

WŜǊŜƳȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ADULT AND CHILDRENôS SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

Sunday School is held from the 

Sunday after Labor Day to the Sunday 

before Memorial Day.  Join us 

September 9th at Rally Day, when we 

kick off our new Sunday School year 

with classes for kids and grown-ups. 

Belong 

 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

                    

 June 2018 

Bible Verse: 2 Cor. 1:3  

òPraise be to the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

father of compassion and the God of all comfort.ó NIV  

 

June Ushers 

Howard Craven, Roberta Craven, Larry 

Klinger, Randy Walker, Corinne Jordan  

4/1/18     222      $10,589.00 

4/8/18     124        $4,083.03  

4/15/18     84        $2045.00  

4/22/18     103        $4200.13        

4/29/18       82        $4167.13  

April Attendance & Offering 

Clear-headed Faith 

Most often é worry is a lack of confidence in life, in its purpose, in 

God. Faith in life, in God, is native to the human spirit. é Worry is 

faith in reverse. Not only because most of the things we are anxious 

over never come to pass, but also because, when we worry, the 

most obvious things to do in our situation are overlooked. We should 

relax our tension by trusting God and putting at the disposal of that 

trust a clear head.  

 

ðHoward Thurman, Deep Is the Hunger 

The dandelion 

The dandelionôs pallid tube astonishes the grass,  

and winter instantly becomes an infinite alas.  

 

The tube uplifts a signal bud and then a shouting flower,  

the proclamation of the suns that sepulture is oôer.  

 

ðEmily Dickinson 
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Bill Lane,  
Navy 

/ǊŀƛƎ 
/ƘŀǇƳŀƴ 
{ƎǘΦΣ ¦Φ{Φ !ǊƳȅΣ 
 унƴŘ !ƛǊōƻǊƴŜ 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 

WƻƘƴ CŜƭƭŜǊ 
!ǊƳȅ 

IƻǿŀǊŘ /ǊŀǾŜƴ 
!ǊƳȅ 

WŜǊŜƳȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ 
aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇ 

Work Day at the Food Bank 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪŘŀȅ 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ .ŀƴƪ ƻƴ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ нуǘƘ 

 ŀǘ м ǇƳΦ   

 

 

June Fellowship Servers 

 

 

 

3rd  -  Cheryl Miller, Crystal Steenbarger, Kristen Schutte,          

 Ann Feller, Stan McCadam 

10th  -  Martha Tucker, Donna Brown, Isaiah Arndorfer,               

 Marcia Smith, Yorgi Karns 

17th  -  Mary Ganske, Janet Locke, Diane Golden 

24th  -  Howard & Roberta Cravenôs 50th Anniversary Celebration, 

 Don & Sue Carver, Sandy Schipper, & Dott Schreiner 

 serving 

CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 

{ŜǊǾŜǊǎ 

Bless 
As our spring programming comes to 

a close, I hope you will join me for a 

number of events this summer at 

Waterloo First. Throughout June, 

July, and August we will be offering 

new events for you and your friends 

to connect with one another, grow in 

faith and give back to the community.  

 

This summer we will have church book club. In June we will read 

óEverything Happens for a Reasonô by Kate Bowler, in July we will 

read óEverybody, Alwaysô by Bob Goff, and in August we will read 

óOf Mess and Moxieô by Jen Hatmaker. Feel free to join us and read 

one or all three of these great books. 

 

We will also have film and faith nights on June 6th, July 11th, and 

August 8th and share a meal while watching documentaries together 

to see where our faith meets the needs of our community and world. 

 

Throughout the summer we will have more Bibles and Beverages 

events where you can enjoy a drink and join in the conversation 

about faith and life. We will add a service project to Bibles and 

Beverages by making and packaging peanut butter sandwiches for 

the Hospitality House in Waterloo. 

 

Our summer book club and film and faith nights may be able to have 

childcare provided if needed. I am looking forward to spending the 

summer with you all and Waterloo First UMC. 

 

grace and peace, 

Nate 

Howard and Roberta Craven are celebrating 

their 50th wedding anniversary on June 

30th.  They will be providing treats during 

Fellowship time on Sunday, June 24th, to 

commemorate  the occasion.   
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
Χ 
млΥлл ŀƳς bŜǎǘ 

 

Ψ 
ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ %-"!2# 

 

 

άȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ #ÈÏÉÒȾ

Ω 

ίȡΩΦ ÁÍ-7ÏÒÓÈÉÐȾ

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ 

ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 

ΧȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 

Ϊ 
 

 

 

 

 

Ϋ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 3ÔÁǟ -ÔÇȢ 

 

 

 
 

ά 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ /ÔÈÅÒÓ 

 

 

έ 
 

 

 

ΫȡΩΦ ÐÍɀ +ÅÅÐÉÎÇ +ÉÄÓ 3ÁÆÅ 

άȡΩΦ ÐÍɀ 0ÁÒÅÎÔ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ 

ή 
ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍɀ .ÅÓÔ 

 

 

 

ί 
!ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ %-"!2# 

 

 

ΧΦ 
!ÎÎÕÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 

ίȡΩΦ ÁÍ-7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 

ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 

ΧΨȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÁÔ ,Å #ÈÒÉÓȤ

ÔÏÐÈÅÒȭÓ 

ΧȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 

ΧΧ 
 

 

 

 

ΧΨ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 3ÔÁǟ -ÔÇȢ 

 

 

ΧΩ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ /ÔÈȤ
ÅÒÓ 
 
 

ΧΪ 
 

 

 

 

 

ΧΫ 
ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍɀ .ÅÓÔ 

 

Χά 
ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ %-"!2# 

 

 

άȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ #ÈÏÉÒ Ⱦ

Χέ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 

ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 

ΧȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 

Χή 
#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ -ÅÁÌÓ 

έȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ $ÙÓÌÅØÉÁ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 

ÇÒÏÕÐ 

 

 

Χί 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 3ÔÁǟ -ÔÇȢ 

ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍɀ #00#  

ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍ- .ÅÔ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ 

άȡΩΦ ÐÍɀ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄ !ÓÓÏÃ 

 

ΨΦ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ /ÔÈȤ
ÅÒÓ 
ΧΦȡΦΦ ÁÍɀ #00# 
ΫȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ $ÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ .ÅÉÇÈȤ
ÂÏÒÓ ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ "ÁÐÔÉÓÔ 

ΨΧ 
 

 

 

 

 

ΨΨ 
ΧΨȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ (ÅÒÁÌÄ $ÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ 

ΨΩ 
ΧΦȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ %-"!2# 

 

 

άȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ #ÈÏÉÒ Ⱦ

ΨΪ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍ-7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ  

ΧΦȡΩΦɀ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 

ΧȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ +ÁÒÅÎ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 
 
 
 

ΨΫ 
 

 

 

Ψά 
 

 

Ψέ 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÆÏÒ /ÔÈȤ
ÅÒÓ 

Ψή 
ίȡΩΦ ÁÍɀ (ÅÒÁÌÄ !ÓÓÅÍÂÌÙ 

ΧȡΦΦ ÐÍɀ 7ÏÒË $ÁÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

&ÏÏÄ "ÁÎË 

 

 

Ψί 
 

 

 

+ÁÒÅÎ 7ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 0ÁÒÔÙ 

Ϋ ÐÍɀ ΧΦÐÍ 

ΩΦ 
 

 

 

+ÁÒÅÎ 7ÅÄÄÉÎÇ 0ÁÒÔÙ 
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For the friends and family 

of  

Terry Shoopman and John 

Bushby  

VBS 2018 

We are joining with St. Tims UMC, Kimball Ave. UMC, Zion Lutheran, 

Trinity Lutheran, Frist Baptist and First Congregational for Vacation 

Bible School this year.  Bible School will be at Waterloo First UMC 

from June 17-22.  Dinner will start at 5:15 and the opening begins at 

5:45, we will be done by 7:30.  Please save the dates and visit the 

website: www. Waterloofirst.org, follow the links and register yourself 

as a volunteer and all the kids you know to attend.  VBS is free and it 

should be an extra-fun group this year with so many churches taking 

joining us! 

The Spoken 4  

Quartet  

From  

Will be leading our service onWill be leading our service on  

 

Gospel Music SundayGospel Music Sunday 

 

Sunday July 15thSunday July 15th 
 

  

Volunteers are needed for registration, media, 

photography and escorting the children from class 

to class. 

If you can help, please let Sally know at 

media@waterloofirst.org or call the office 


