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The Herald 
The deadline for the next issue of the Herald is 

Tuesday, June 14th . Information can be mailed 

to the church, or emailed to 

media@waterloofirst.org. Please clearly mark 

the item for the Herald or the bulletin.  

614 Randolph 

Waterloo, IA 50702 

Phone (319) 235-7088 

Fax (319) 235-7171 

www.waterloofirst.org 

 

Rev. Hojin Shin 
           Pastor 

Dawn Lowe 
 Administrative 
Assistant 

Emily Forssberg 
        Director of Music 
Sally Thurman 
 Media Specialist 

Susan Feltman 
 Organist 

John Roberts, Ed. D. 
 Pianist 

Ginger Herndon 
 Accompanist 

Rumen Hulmequist 
 Youth Leader 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Time: 
             Sunday - 9:30 a.m. 

 
Office Hours: 

 
Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
(or by appointment) 

“The Mission of 

Waterloo First UMC is to 

be a church of people 

who live as disciples of 

Jesus Christ by 

providing a place for 

spiritual growth in a 

caring, inviting  

community.” 

June, 2022 



WATERLOO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

PAGE 2  JUNE 2022 THE HERALD 

in the military, so there would be Koreans. Or because he was 

a young man, he would have known K-Culture (K-pop, K-food, 

BTS...).’ In conclusion, I was totally wrong. He was not in the 

service and didn’t know any Korean culture, but he just saw 

my text. 

He graduated from high school last year. Yes, he is a young 

man; however, he skillfully continued the conversation. He 

asked the second question; “What do you do?” “I am a pastor.” 

“What is the name of your church?” “WFUMC.” “Are they a 

Korean congregation?” I felt like being interrogated. He kept 

asking, “Do you read the Bible?” LOL, “I told you I am a 

pastor!” (Pastor = Bible reader!) “I converted when I was 

sixteen. How about you?” “Hey, I’m a pastor!” (Pastor = a 

converted helper to convert) 

What did this young man want to do? So I asked the same 

questions. “Where are you from?” “What church do you go to?” 

He belonged to another small sect of the Mennonite that lives 

in a family or group unit. Aha! Now I understand why he was 

acting like this? A decade ago, I met an elderly Mennonite 

couple in Niagara Falls. When I sat down on a bench while 

looking at the scenery, they approached and gave me various 

pamphlets and evangelized Jesus. 

“proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is 

favorable or unfavorable” 

- 2 Timothy 4:2 - 

He took off his hat and looked at me, asking me to pray with 

him. “Sure!” He briefly prayed for safety; then, he looked out 

the window as if he had completed his job for today. And the 

plane made a soft touchdown at Cedar Rapids. The quote on 

the back of his t-shirt caught my eye. 

“whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

Romans 10:13 

It was good to make eye contact with him. 

 

Pastor Hojin 

Become 
Shouldn’t Have Made Eye 

Contact 
 

“Thank you for waiting,” he said and sat 

down on the window side. Then he 

forcefully tucked his very full camo 

backpack under his lap. He looked very 

excited about this flight. Perhaps he was 

on vacation. He looked at me while I was 

sitting down. It’s like a signal ‘I want to 

talk.’ 

I was too tired since I drove 15 hours all 

day long yesterday, and this was the 

second flight. So I quickly pulled out the 

earphones and put them in my ear to 

gesture, ‘I don’t want to talk.’ Then I turned on my cell phone 

and texted my wife, “taking off soon.” in Korean, of course. He 

seemed to be spying on my text. He pretended not to see my 

text as I looked up and quickly turned his head to the window. 

Chatting on the plane is not smooth because of the engine 

noise. It takes more attention and a loud voice, so the 

surrounding passengers also unwillingly hear. Besides, I have 

another noise in my right ear, tinnitus which I earned in the 

military service, rings louder on tired days. It was very 

annoying, so I ignored this excited, curious, eager young 

man’s willingness to chat. 

Fortunately, it was a short flight of 50 minutes. About thirty 

minutes later, to stretch my neck, I turned it slightly to the 

right... Oops... I made eye contact with him! And he began to 

ask questions as if he was waiting; “Where are you from?” I 

haven’t heard this question in a very long time. In a short 

moment, my brain reckoned quickly. ‘Because he saw my text, 

he would know I was a foreigner. Or because he was serving 



WATERLOO FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

PAGE 3  JUNE 2022 THE HERALD 

April Attendance & Offering 

Week 4/3/22 4/10/22 4/17/22 4/24/22 

Attendance* 91 127 143 98 

Pledge $4,037.67 $3830 $9,566 $2,116 

Capital $750 $165 $125 $75 

Misc. $1,495 $264.58 $223 $1,510 

* Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, 

www.waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship. 

June Ushers 

Howard Craven, Roberta Craven, Corrine 

Jordan, Larry Klinger, and Randy Walker 

The Cragun Family 

Preforming for  

GOSPEL MUSIC 

SUNDAY 

June 5th 

In Loving Memory 

of Ken Earnest 

 

Our musical guest will be the Cragun Family from Batavia, 

Ohio, a family of a father and his daughter and his son and 

his son’s wife. This family of gospel singers has been 

sharing the message of God’s love as they travel 

throughout our country. There will be a free-will offering to 

help this family with their expenses. Please invite your 

friends to come along with you as you join us in worship 

on Sunday, June 5th.  
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Belong 

 

 

June 2022 

Bible Verse: Romans 13:9  

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”     

NIV  

The United Methodist Men will 
Meet on Saturday, June 18 at 8 am. 

Join the men at HyVee on 

We have the privilege of joining 6 other churches for VBS this year.  

Use your smart phone and the QR codes below to sign up for your 

children to attend or sign up as a volunteer registration to help.  You 

may also stop by the church office and get a registration form. 

VBS is always fun, but this year is special as we continue our 

traditions post-pandemic.  Join us! 
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Joshua Faga, Son of Melissa Warren & Steve Faga.   Joshua is a 6th 

grader at Waverly/Shell Rock Middle School. Like most middle school 

boys, he likes stunting on his scooter or trampoline, playing football, 

and playing online games with his friends. He loves vacations to visit 

grandparents or rock climbing in Colorado.  And you can always feed 

him pizza, tacos, chicken strips, french fries, or ice cream!  

Maia Forssberg, Daughter of Emily & Steve Forssberg.  Maia is a 7th 

grader at Jesup Middle School, where she enjoys running Cross 

Country and Track, shooting Archery, playing her Clarinet in the school 

band, and being a member of 4-H.  You can find Maia at Eagle Lake 

waterskiing with the Waterhawks Ski Team in the summer. Frequently 

on the top of the pyramid! (it makes my heart stop to watch!)  

Jerry Fain.   Jerry was born in Emmetsburg, Iowa, and grew up in 

Mallard, Iowa, pop. 300.  Jerry was an educator for 39 years and 

served as principal at West High School from 1972 to 1988.  In 2000 he 

went to Mt. Pleasant as Assistant Superintendent of schools, and he 

retired in 2005.  Then left retirement to be Superintendent of Schools in 

New London, Iowa.  After a couple of years there, he could finally retire 

for good. 

Jerry was married to Janet for 65 years, and they have four 

sons.  Janet passed away in May of 2017. 

Jerry spends his winters in Florida playing golf and thinks he came 

home too early this year!    

Ginger Herndon.    Ginger was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was 

raised Methodist near Frankfort, Kentucky, where she met and married 

a youth director. They served at two churches in Ohio and five churches 

here in Iowa before they divorced. They raised three children- 

daughters Sara and Abby and a son, Joe, who was a member here 

before he passed away.  She has four grandchildren and one great-

granddaughter.  Ginger worked at Woolverton Printing for 20 years 

before retiring to LandMark Commons.  

We know and appreciate what a marvelous piano player she is.  And 

she has also served as accompanist to other choirs and played for 

several musicals at the Oster Regent. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Upper Left: Mike Sherman & Julie 

Johnson 

Upper Right: Ginger Herndon 

Middle Left: Maia Forssberg & Joshua 

Faga 

Lower right: Gerald Fain 

*Gerald was unable to attend in-person and 
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Bless 
 

The Food Nook 

needs donations of 

toilet paper and     

one-package meals. 

She vacations with her family in northern Michigan every summer, and 

she says she is thrilled to be joining this church family! 

Julie Johnson.   Julie is a lifelong Methodist who grew up on a farm 

in Pocahontas, Iowa. Julie has two daughters, Laurel and Janelle, and 

one 3-month-old grandson.  One of her childhood memories is seeing 

her mother and grandmother wear their UMW circle pins.  

Julie attended Iowa State University and received a degree in 

anthropology, and after graduation, she worked with international 

students for the university for several years.  A job change brought her 

to the University of Northern Iowa, where she mainly taught in the 

College of Education.  After 26 years there, she retired and is now 

working with Beecher Law Firm.   

After she graduated from H.S., Julie shared that she took a gap year 

and was a Rotary International Ambassador to Johannesburg, South 

Africa.  The year she spent there was a life-changing experience that 

continues to influence her. 

Mike Sherman.  Mike was born in Manhattan Beach, California. He 

moved to Waterloo from Los Angeles in 2004.  He worked at 

University Ave. Hy-Vee until it closed, and then he transferred to the 

College Square Hy-Vee, where he is currently employed. 

Music has always been a big part of Mike's life, and he is a faithful 

member of our choir.   He loves listening to Rock and Roll oldies and 

enjoys other music like Glenn Miller, classical music, and the Bee 

Gees! You might find him watching Indy car racing when he's not 

listening to music.  And one last thing he wants you to know about him 

-- he is a born and bred San Francisco 49'ers fan. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

Volunteers Needed for House of Hope 

The House of Hope needs volunteers for 

the summer.  To volunteer, contact the 

House of Hope at 319-232-3823. 

Fellowship & Coffee Time at Friendship 

Village        with Pastor Hojin 

The last Wednesday of each month from 10-11 am 

Friendship Village, Lakeview Lodge 

312 Southbrooke Drive 

A time & place where we drink coffee, sing songs, chat to one another, and 

listen to the Word. 

Anyone especially visitation team leaders are welcomed. 

If you have a musical talent you’d like to share, please contact the church 

office. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 
9:00 am– Worship on Wa-
terloo Public Access 17 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
9:30 am– Workshop for 
Others 
 

2 
9:00 am– TOPS 

9:30 am– Food Nook 

 

3 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on Water-

loo Public Access 17 

 

Annual Conference 

 

4 
 

 

3:00 pm– Worship Public 

Access  

5 

 
9:30 am– Worship 
Gospel Sunday 

10:30 am– Fellowship 
 

6 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 

7 

9:00 am– Staff Mtg. 
 

6:00 pm– Intensified Prayer 

Mtg. 

6:30 pm– Church Row Neigh-

borhood Assoc. 

8 
9:00 am– Worship on Wa-
terloo Public Access 17 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
9:30 am– Workshop for 
Others 
 
6:00 pm– Parent Partners 

9                                            

9:00 am– TOPS 

9:30 am– Food Nook 

 

 

10 
 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on Water-

loo Public Access 17 

11 

9:00 am– St. Demetrius 

Serbian Orthodox Church 

10:00 am– Food Nook 

3:00 pm– Worship on CF 

Public Access Chanel 15 

12 

9:30 am– Worship 
10:30 am-Fellowship 
 

13 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
 
 
 
5:30 pm– Trustees Mtg. 

14 
 

Herald Deadline 
 

6:00 pm– Intensified Prayer 

Mtg. 

7:00 pm –PEO Chapter FE/JP 

15 
9:00 am– Worship on Water-
loo Public Access 17 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
9:30 am– Workshop for Other 
5:00 pm– Dinner with Neigh-
bors 
5:30 pm– Youth 

16 
9:00 am– TOPS 

9:30 am– Food Nook 

 

6:30 pm– Ad Team Mtg.  

17 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on Waterloo 

Public Access 17 

 

18 
8:00 am– United Meth-

odist Men @ Ansbor-

ough Hy Vee 

19 

 
 
 
9:30 am– Worship 
10:30 am– Fellowship 

 

20 

9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
 
 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

6:00 pm– Intensified Prayer 

Mtg. 

22 
9:00 am– Worship on Wa-
terloo Public Access 17 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
9:30 am– Workshop for 
Others 
 

23 
9:00 am– TOPS 

9:30 am– Food Nook 

9:30 am– Herald Assembly 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on Water-

loo Public Access 17 

25 
 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship on CF 

Public Access Chanel 15 

26 
 

9:30 am– Worship  
10:30 am– Fellowship 
 
 

27 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
 

 

28 
 

 

 

6:00 pm– Intensified Prayer 

Mtg. 

29 
9:00 am– Worship on Wa-
terloo Public Access 17 
9:00 am– Li’l Iron Moms 
9:30 am– Workshop for 
Others 
10:00 am– Friendship Vil-
lage Fellowship 

30 
9:00 am– TOPS 

9:30 am– Food Nook 
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Thank you, my Church family, for all the 

thoughts, prayers, and cards you sent my way 

regarding my recent triple bypass surgery.  

While at Mayo Clinic for tests a couple of days 

pre-surgery, the pianist in the lobby played 

soothing music and hymns.  I have a bit of 

claustrophobia, and I was having one of 

“those” tests, and I found myself saying the 

“Precious Lord Take My Hand” hymn that I had heard in the lobby.  I 

was so glad to know that hymn and the comfort it gave me.  

I’m doing good, working on the anemia that often happens, I guess, 

and Larry is taking good care of me. 

Thank you, my Church family.  It is appreciated.   

Vicky Bjortomt  

  

Thank you all for the devotional/journal, and all other expressions of 

welcome.  I am so happy to say I am a member now.  You have truly 

taught me the power of giving. 

Ginger Herndon 

   

Thank you for your thoughtful & kind card of condolence.  It was a 

comfort to the entire family. 

From the family of Betty Jacobsen 

( Barb Fleshner’s sister) 

  

The Trustees would like to thank Scott 

and Lori Nelson for the use and 

donation of the John Deere Lawn 

tractor over the last 3 or 4 years.  This 

has helped maintain the parsonage lawn and minimize the time 

spent mowing.  We would also like to thank Steve Faga for his help 

to maintain the older mowers and, most recently, purchase a new 

mower for the parsonage.  Donations and volunteers like this are 

truly appreciated.  
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RaiseRightTM is an easy-to-use app from Shop with Scrip.  You 

can get ecards or order physical cards right from your phone, and 

they will be shipped right to you!  Raise Right makes it super easy 

to support the UWF Shop with Scrip program.  You can get cards 

from many area businesses, Kwik Star, Casey’s, Target, Wal-

Mart, Lowes, Starbucks, the list goes on.   

Ask Sally or Emily to help you set up the app and get you signed 

up. 

You can still order cards with the order forms in VonLackum 

Lounge, and Emily has an inventory of Kwik Star, Casey’s, and 

Target cards. 

With every card you get through the program, a percentage 

comes to the UMW.  The UMW will use the money for the church.  

Some of the money went to purchase the new cameras for the 

sanctuary. 

It’s effortless to get into the habit of using scrip cards, and it’s 

money you’re already spending! 

Thank you for your continued support and talk to Sally or Emily for 

help. 

We have many cards available at church.  Ask Sally what’s 

there! They are ideal for gifts! 
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Excerpts from the  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING 

May 19, 2022 

*If you’d like a complete copy of the 

minutes, please contact the office 

Learning – Congregational Conference – In response to the Iowa 
Conference Cabinet’s decision for individual churches and pastors 
to decide whether to host or preside over LGTBQUIA+ weddings, 
last month, the Ad Team agreed to move forward with a 
congregational vote to determine the WFUMC position on allowing 
gay marriages in our facility. Discussion regarding the draft 
information finalized the information to be presented to the 
congregation. Information to be sent includes an introduction letter, 
Bishop Laurie’s message with Frequently Asked Questions, and 
portions of Pastor Nate Nims’ response to an online question, 
“what’s going on in the Methodist Church.” In-person question and 
answer sessions following church on July 3 and July 17 will be held 
with a vote to follow as soon as August 7, 2022. Online voting will be 
included to attract as many responses as possible.   

Leading – Initiatives from the Congregational Assessment Tool 
(CAT) survey 

Improve giving – Through April, giving is favorable to the 
budget. Several non-pledges have been received. Office 
computer expenses early in the year deviated from the 
planned costs. Help from additional volunteer counters 
identified from the volunteer survey is greatly appreciated. 
There has not been an apportionment made this year. 
Continue to review and update the purchasing policy to 
determine the proper process for who and how committee 
purchases can be made.   

Engage more people in the life of the church; create 
discipleship pathways- Committees and groups have 
been contacting volunteers identified from the volunteer 
pledge form to get them involved.   

Develop healing ministries – help those broken by life 
circumstances – Pastor Hojin is working on a project for 
the spiritual growth class he is taking.  

Attract families with children and youth to our church – The 
Digital Momentum group continues to meet during the 
summer. Course 3 begins on July 18.     

Leading - Committee Reports   

Education –   

Camp Sunday has resulted in two youth applying for camp 
scholarships. Last Sunday, the confirmation class and graduating 
seniors were recognized. Vacation Bible School will be at the First 
Congregational Church on July 11-14 from 5:15-7:30. Seven local 
churches will participate.   

Matthew 25 – 

There are many projects that Waterloo First is involved in to make a 
difference in our community. On May 23, there will be a luncheon for 
missionaries Larry and Jane Kies. St. Paul’s and Kimball Churches 
have been invited. The Food Nook is training new volunteers and will 
have two people for every shift. Neighborhood clean-up will be on May 
28. Volunteers continue at the Food Bank. Church Row Neighborhood 
meetings will resume in-person gatherings. Neighborhood Newsletters 
were delivered. Six members participated in the Habitat for Humanity 
Women’s Build. Habitat is developing a tool library where tools can be 
checked out. Along with three other organizations, a $1290 donation 
was raised to support Irving Teacher Appreciation gifts.    

Membership –  

Four new members joined the church on Sunday, May 15. It was nice 
that a short bio on each member was shared. This information and a 
picture will be included in the Herold.   

Nominations and Leadership Development –  

Updating the Worship Committee description. 

Technology – TV’s have been purchased and are waiting for 
additional funds to cover the installation. 

Trustees –  

Parsonage – Riding and push mowers were not working and not 
worth repair and have been sold. With monies and a donation, a new 
push mower was purchased. Members and landscaping will remove 
bushes suggested to be done in conjunction with the church project. 
Lawn treatment has been done at the parsonage. 

Church – A bid for sidewalk repairs will be awarded soon. The boiler 
will be looked at. One AC unit in Emily’s office has mold, which will be 
taken care of, and two other units will need to be vented when hooked 
up. Little Iron Moms will continue to use our facility through the 
summer.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Herald Deadlines for 2022 

Please note there are changes in the Herald deadline.  The deadline 

will now be on Tuesday. This will be a hard and fast deadline and late 

submissions will go into the next newsletter. 

Herald Assembly will remain on Thursdays.  I appreciate my volunteers 

who help me put the newsletter together.  Save the dates below and put 

them on your calendar. 

Thank you all for helping make the production of this newsletter a 

smooth process. 

Sally 

**A Word about the Herald date on the front page: historically, this 

date has reflected the date of the deadline.  This seemed to cause 

some confusion.  It will now reflect the month of the calendar in the 

newsletter.  I hope this clears up the confusion.  

Herald Deadlines 2022 

June 14 October 11 

July 19 November 8 

August 16 December 13 

September 13  

June 23 October 20 

July 28 November 17 

August 25 December 22 

September 22  

Herald Assembly 2022 

This month, in loving memory of Ken Earnest, I am putting a 

comic in the Herald.  It’s something he wanted me to do every 

month, but I usually can’t find anything that’s both funny and 

free to print.  I thought this one qualified. 

Sally 

Keypad codes – There has been much discussion regarding entrance 
into the building during off-hours. Contact the church office when 
access to the building is needed for activation of individual keypad 
codes. 

UMM – Upcoming meetings will be on May 21 and June 12.    

United Women in Faith –Several Sarah Circle members, including a 
couple of visitors, met at George’s Local in Cedar Falls for an enjoyable 
dinner and conversation. Funeral luncheons will now be catered with 
members to help serve and clean up.   

Lay Member to Annual Conference – No report.   

Safety Task Force – Communion stewards, will wear a mask and 
gloves to serve the bread and a small glass cup at the front beginning 
with Communion on June 12. Self-serve cups will be available for those 
who do not wish to have Communion served to them.   

(Continued from page 10) 
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3- Douglas & Vicki Stanford 50 

5- Steve & Emily Forssberg 18 

9- Jack & Barb Kuper  66 

12- Sam & Amy Anderson 40 

 Jack & Diane Golden 26 

 Kevin & Susie Karns 29 

14- Chuck & Joan Mattson 53 

15- Donn Harris & Sharon Miller 32 

16- Larry & Linda Ohl  59 

 Bill & Rose Woerner  32 

17- Ron & Stacy Harmon 16 

 Stan & Bev McCadam 61 

 Mark & Kris Stewart  44 

19- Reed & Joan Craft  67 

21- Damien & Alison Clark 19 

24- Robert & Cheryl Miller 58 

26- Dan & Tammi Knipp  21 

30- Howard & Roberta Craven 54 

 Steve Faga & Melissa Warren 

16 

1- Scott Nelson 

 Crystal Steenbarger 

 Martha Tucker 

4- Kristen Shutte 

6- Maggie Loerzel 

7- Edward Cusher 

12- Stan McCadam 

15- Marcia Smith 

18- Donna Brown 

 Janet Locke 

19- Isaiah Arndorfer 

 Diane Golden 

20- Cheryl Miller 

22- Kara Stewart 

23- Ann Feller 

24- Bill Woerner 

25- Emily Forssberg 

 Beayn Poock 

27- Megan Dean 

 Yorgi Karns 

28- Bill Arndorfer 

29- Cole Dean 

 Cooper Dean 

30- Rose Woerner 

 


