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The Herald 
The deadline for the next issue of the Herald is Tuesday, July 18th Information can be 

mailed to the church, or emailed to media@waterloofirst.org. Please clearly mark the 

item for the Herald or the bulletin.  
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Waterloo, IA 50702 
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           Pastor 

Dawn Lowe 
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        Director of Music 
Sally Thurman 
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John Roberts, Ed. D. 
 Pianist 

Rumen Hulmequist 
 Youth Leader 

 
Worship Time: 

             Sunday - 9:30 a.m. 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
(or by appointment) 

“The Mission of 

Waterloo First UMC 

is to be a church of 

people who live as 

disciples of Jesus 

Christ by providing a 

place for spiritual 

growth in a caring, 

inviting  

community.” 

July 2023 

2023 Iowa Annual 
Conference Recap 

 

Dear Waterloo First, 

 

I hope this message finds you 
well and filled with the joy of the 
Lord. I wanted to take a moment 
to share some highlights from 
the recently concluded Iowa 
Annual Conference, held from 
June 2 to June 4 at the RecPlex 
in West Des Moines. It was truly 
a time of reflection, celebration, 
and envisioning the future. 

During the Clergy Session on 
the first day, we had the honor 
of commemorating a remarkable 
achievement in ministry by one of our esteemed pastors. We celebrated the 
momentous milestone of their ordination, with two pastors reaching their 
impressive 70th anniversary, two pastors achieving their noteworthy 65th 
anniversary, a remarkable nine pastors commemorating their remarkable 
60th anniversary, and many others for 55th, 50th, 45th, and 40th. What an 
inspiring example of dedication and faithful service!  

Important decisions were made throughout the conference, and topics were 
discussed that will shape our path forward. Bishop Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai 
delivered her inaugural episcopal address, urging us to respond to the 
challenges facing our church with healing, reconciliation, and love, not 
anger or retribution. She emphasized the need for us to be Christ-like in our 

(Continued on page 2) 

Become 
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communities and within ourselves, committing to the #BeUMC movement, deepening our spiritual formation, 
and focusing outward, making hope a tangible reality. 

The Annual Conference also provided an opportunity to confirm the nominees for the upcoming 2024 General 
and Jurisdictional Conference. Five clergy members and five laity were chosen to represent us, and we offer 
our prayers and support as they prepare for this significant responsibility. 

Before the conference, Bishop Kennetha called a special session of the Iowa Annual Conference on May 23, 
2023, for solely disaffiliation matters, including the approval of disaffiliation under paragraph 2553 of the Book 
of Discipline. We bid farewell to 84 churches. And at the clergy session, 42 members withdrew their 
conference membership to unite with another denomination. 10 individuals were discontinued at the request of 
the dCOM, and 18 at the request of the pastor. Fourteen churches and the University of Iowa Wesley 
Foundation sadly closed their doors. We remember them in our prayers and cherish the impact they had on 
our community. 

As we move forward, let us embrace the vision set forth by Bishop Kennetha and continue faithfully practicing 
the suggestions she shared in her address. Together, we can bring focus and vitality to our ethnic churches, 
address the needs of struggling rural communities, provide support for those affected by disaffiliation, pursue 
racial reconciliation, promote LGBTQ inclusion, empower our youth through engaging ministries, foster 
leadership development, and grow healthy, thriving churches that make a lasting difference in our world. 

May we hold on to this year's conference theme, "Remembering Who You Are." We are the children of God, 
called to be a royal priesthood, shining His light in a world that desperately needs it. Let us go forth with 
renewed passion and faith, trusting that God will continue to guide and bless us abundantly. 

With love and blessings, 

Hojin Shin 

Pastor 

(Continued from page 1) 

May Attendance & Offering 

Week 5/7/23 5/14/23 5/21/23 5/28/23 

Attendance* 65 96 88 90 

Pledge $1,764 $3,278 $570 $3,717.50 

Capital $130 $605 $15 $22.50 

Misc. $1,702 $582 $1,198.50 $3,764.32 

* Attendance for these Sundays is taken from Facebook, 

www.waterloofirst.org, and in-person worship. 

 

July Ushers 

 

Bill Arndorfer, Kathy Breckunitch,  

Don Faris, Carl Leavell, & Larry Baker 
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Belong 

The United Methodist Men 

will Meet on  

Saturday, July 15th 

 at 8 am. 

Join the men at HyVee on Ansborough Ave. for 

food and fellowship. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

July 2023 

Bible Verse: Philippians 4:13 (NLT)  

“I can do everything through Christ who gives 

me strength.” 

Fellowship & Coffee Time 

at Friendship Village                          

with Pastor Hojin                      

Wednesday, July 26
th
 from 10-11 am 

Friendship Village, Lakeview Lodge 

312 Southbrooke Drive 

Twist & Turns Vacation              

Bible School 

July 10-14 

At First Congregational UCC 

VBS Schedule is set. 

- Student Drop Off Time: 5:00-5:30pm (Students will 

sign in and head downstairs to the cafeteria for the 

meal) 

• Opening Assembly (Sanctuary): 5:40-6:00pm 

• Rotations: 6:00-7:15pm 

• Closing Assembly (Sanctuary): 7:15-7:30pm 

• Student Sign Out/Pick Up: 7:30-7:40pm in the 

Lobby 

Look for an email to sign up on line or stop by the 

church office and pick up a registration sheet. 
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Bless 

Dear Waterloo FUMC, 

Thank you for celebrating my graduation me, and your 

continued support and prayers. I’m grateful and lucky to 

receive love, even from so far away. 

With gratitude, 

Yihoon Shin 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you for saying YES! 

Your donation of $1,586.50 towards Iowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity’s 2023 Women Build event is a true 

testament to the care you have for our neighbors and community. 

This year, we will be teaming up once again with individuals, businesses and churches from across the region to 

Enriche(her) in our neighborhoods.  We are digging deep, serving others, and cultivating dreams! 

Your donation makes certain more families can build a brighter and more stable future in a safe and healthy home. 

On behalf of our Habitat families, we thank you for you generosity and support. 

Warm blessings, 

Dusty Wilson 

Development Director 

Congratulations to Mike Opheim and Doug Sturch for being cast 

members in North Star’s Production Cyrano de Burger Shack! 

The show was June 14 at West High Auditorium.  

Job Foundation Open House 

The event will be Thursday, July 13th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at our 

office located at 4600 University Ave., Suite 1 in Cedar Falls. There will be 

a light lunch provided.  You are more than welcome to come and go as 

you please. This is a great opportunity to see our workspace, learn more 

about The Job Foundation’s mission, and meet all our staff.  Feel free to 

ask any questions while you are here as well. 

Call or email Donna Brown to RSVP: 

gbrown50613@gmail.com or (319) 277-4519 
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THE FOOD NOOK  

Food Nook biggest needs: individual portion canned food, such as spam, chef 

Boyardee, Ramen Noodles, Vienna sausages, soups, tuna, canned or plastic 

container fruit. and Shampoo /conditioner. 

The Food Nook is running short on funds.  If you have it in your heart to help this 

critical mission project that serves a great need in the Church Row Community, 

please donate today.  Be sure to designate Food Nook.   

Thank you so much for considering a donation.  Food insecurity is definitely a community problem, and one our 

church can be proud of lending a helping hand. 

Raise Right scrip cards continue to raise money for Waterloo First UMC. We’ve used the money to  help pay the cost of 

the video cameras in the sanctuary among other things.  New cards are available at church.  Ask Sally or Emily. 

To participate in this easy fundraising program, use the QR code to sign up with Waterloo First UMC at Raise Right 

Fundraising and then use their easy to use app to order your own cards.  You may also use the order forms in 

VonLackum lounge to order cards.  The cards are great as gifts but also for your everyday shopping.  An easy way to 

raise money without spending more than you would to shop. 

If you have extra produce from your garden, the Food 

Nook can use them!  Our Food Nook clients will 

appreciate your extra fresh produce.  Bring it into the 

office during office hours. 
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Excerpts from the  

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM MEETING 

June 15, 2023 

*If you’d like a complete copy of the minutes, please contact the office 

Leading –  Annual Conference – A Special Session on May 23, 2023, ratified the disaffiliation agreement of 83 
churches (84 at the time of Annual Conference) of the Iowa Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church.  Those are 11% of the Iowa Conference. Another Special Session will be held in November for additional 
disaffiliations submitted by June 30, 2023. In the Pictured Rock District there are 28 churches (Heritage in Waverly, 
Grundy Center, New Hartford, and Manchester are included) that were granted disaffiliation.  The $8.6 million budget 
was approved with any shortfall to be covered by the foundation.  A report for the Jurisdictional Conference detailed 
policy differences between the United Methodist Church and the Global Methodist Church.    

Thirty-four pastors retired and 3 were newly ordained, 3 recognized as members and 16 commissioned before their 
ordination.  Pastor Hojin transferred his membership from the Korean Methodist Church to the Iowa Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Additional information on the Annual Conference can be found on the 
Iowa Conference Web site. 

Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsai encouraged the body to react to the challenges facing the church not with anger or 
retribution but with healing, reconciliation, and love and that it should begin within our communities and us. She 
emphasized being a Christ-like presence, her commitment to #BeUMC, going deep in spiritual formation and 
Christian discipleship, focusing outward, and making hope real. 

Lay Leader  

Picnic – Could use more help to get things transported to the park.  Those individuals, including some from Living 
Stone Church, should meet at the church Sunday at 9 AM.  Everything will be set ready to be loaded.   

Ministry Expectations 

Improve giving – Monthly financials were e-mailed for review.  Cash flow is slipping a little which is common for 
this time of year.  Giving will be monitored through the end of the month to determine if an apportionment can 
be made. 

Engage more people in the life of the church – A Volunteer Fair will be held early this fall.   Committees are 
asked to develop a list of activities where volunteers beyond the committee will be needed (Jazz Sunday, 
meals in Hartman Hall, etc.).   

Develop healing ministries –Pastor Hojin continues to meet our congregation’s needs by taking communion kits 
and trying to visit many in need.  There is also the card ministry.  Any member of the congregation can also 
reach out to those in need by sending cards, calling, or visiting.  Any correspondence is appreciated. 

 

Revisiting our Vision –  

Haitian Living Stone Church – It is composed of newly arrived Haitian Refugees whose primary language is 
Creole French.  Their services will move back to Hartman Hall for the time being.   

Leading - Committee Reports     

Matthew 25 

The Food Nook is in need of funds and volunteers to help on Thursday from 9:30 – 10:30. There were 3 new 
clients this week.  The Congregation has been great with donations.   A discussion about whether cash 
or items.  Cash can buy more from the Food Bank, but they are also struggling with items.  Individual 
ready to eat meals (supper in a can) is the most needed.  Personal care items (toilet paper, shampoo 
and conditioner) are also needed.  We continue to partner with Kwik Star on Fletcher for the food 
rescue program, however the amount available varies.   

(Continued on page 7) 
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National Night Out will be August 1st.  Volunteers will be needed to help with crafts, provide cookies, 
watermelon, hand out cards with information about the Food Nook hours. 

Volunteers will be needed July 17-24 to pass out newsletters in the neighborhood.  Contact Larry Baker or 
Donna Brown if able. 

A large sized thank you from Irving for the Teacher Appreciation gift cards can be seen in Von Lockum 
lounge.  

Membership –  

 Father’s Day gifts have been assembled. 

Memorials – A generous gift from the family of Don Price was received to purchase the new phone system that was 
needed due to issues with the alarm system.    

SPRC – Working with an agency, Janice Green will now be serving as our secretary.  

Office Correspondence – Please include Dawn in any emails sent to the office email account.    

Technology 

Awaiting a bid from Maximum Sight and Sound to move the current sound room to the cry room for easier access.  A 
suggestion was that the wireless mics would work better if they had longer antennas.  They also suggested moving 
speakers to the side rather than on the ceiling.   

Trustees  

Boilers – Fund raising is underway with positive results with almost half raised. 

Church Building 

Landscaping by 4
th

 Street ramp – Will need volunteers to help 

Bathroom Ceiling by Room 109 – needs repair 

Stained glass window frame in the prayer chapel needs a skilled craftsman to rebuild the frame  

Living Stone Church – A mutual decision was made to continue their worship in Hartman Hall. 

Parsonage 

Backyard – Work has been done in the back yard and lawn will be treated.  When there is more moisture, the 
lawn will be reseeded.   

Countertop – The crack will either be repaired or replaced by the company that installed it. 

Worship – Corrine  

June 25
th
 Picnic at George Wyth – The Haitian church members will be joining us.  Could use more volunteers. 

July 2nd – Communion 

July 16
th
 – Pastor Hojin gone 

Corinne has received comments on some clean-up issues following worship services 

United Methodist Men – Will meet this Saturday at the Hy-Vee on Ansborough.  

United Women in Faith – Looking at resurfacing the Formica veneer on the tables in Hartman Hall.  

A $1,000 grant was awarded to be used for the Food Nook. 

Safety Task Force – Clarification that communion stewards will wear gloves but not masks.  This will be corrected in 
the bulletin. 

Feff Foulk will be the second counter for the 2
nd

 Sunday in July. 

Next Meeting is scheduled for 7/20/2023 at 6:30 pm in the Fireside room.   

A motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 was seconded and passed (Prudy Klinger/Vicki Bjortomt) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Arlene Wright Recording Secretary   

(Continued from page 6) 
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1- Gemma Clark 

2- Alison Clark 

3- Shelly Gartley 

 Kaden Karns 

 Mark Stewart 

4- Meg Durbahn 

 Tate Walker 

5- Lillian Kimpston 

 Thomas Kimpston 

6- Sandra Schipper 

8- Lois Hylton 

 Clarice Wenger 

10- Arlet Cassaidy 

11- Keith Messenger 

12- George Warren 

13- Kristin Locke 

 Dick Ulffers 

15- Prudy Klinger 

16- Randy Bishop 

 Keefer Thurman 

 

24- Ginger Herndon 

 Susie Karns 

25- Linda Ohl 

 Judy Seedorff 

 Beverly Toppin 

27– Kathy Breckunitch 

28- Nohle Cooley 

29- Ron Harmon 

 Scarlett McGuinness 

 

 

23- Besty Bentley   29 

 Pam & Dick Ulffers   57 

24- Phil & Lois Miller   57  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

2 
9:30 am– Worship/ 
Communion 
10:30 am-Fellowship 
12:00 pm– Church 
Row Coalition at 
Waterloo First 
1:00 pm– Living 
Stone Church 

3 
Office Closed 

 

 

4 
Office Closed 

5 6 
8:00 am– Prayer Walk 
8:30 am– LSI Staff Mtg. 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
10:00 am– Book Club 
 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship 

Public Access 17 

 

8 
 
10:00 

am– Food 

Nook 

3:00 pm– 
Worship on CF 

13:00 pm– 

Worship on 

CF Public 

Access 

Chanel 

15 

9 

 
9:30 am– Worship 
10:30 am-Fellowship 
1:00 pm– Living 
Stone Church 
 

10 

 

11:00 am– Nest 

 

5:30 pm– Vaca-

tion Bible School 

@ 1st Congrega-

tional UCC 

11 
9:00 am- Staff Mtg. 

9:00 am– Coalition 

Immerse Book Read  

7:00 pm– PEO 

Chapter FE/JP 

 

12 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 17 
 
 
 
 

13 
8:00 am– Prayer Walk 
 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
 
11:00 am– Job Founda-
tion Open House 
 
 
 

14 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public Ac-

cess 17 

15 
8:00 am– United 

Methodist Men  

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public Access 

Chanel 15 

 

16 

9:30 am– Worship 
10:30 am-Fellowship 
1:00 pm– Living 
Stone Church 
 

 
 
 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

5:30 pm– Trus-

tees Mtg. 

18 
Herald Deadline 
9:30 am– Member-

ship Comm. Mtg. 

 

 

 

6:30 pm– Neigh-

borhood Assoc. 

Mtg. 

19 
 
9:00 am– Worship on 
Waterloo Public Access 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
8:00 am– Prayer Walk 
8:30 am– LSI Staff Mtg 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm– Ad Team Mtg.  

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

22 
 

 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public Access 

Chanel 15 

 

 

23 
 
9:30 am–  Worship 
10:30 am-
Fellowship 
1:00 pm– Living 
Stone Church 
 

24 
 

11:00 am– Nest 

 

 

 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

9:00 am– Worship on 
Access 17 
 

10:00 am– Fellowship at 
Friendship Village 
 

 

27   

8:00 am– Prayer Walk 
9:30 am– Food Nook 
9:30 am– Herald Assem-
bly 
 
 
 
 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm- Worship on 

Waterloo Public 

Access 17 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

3:00 pm– Worship 

on CF Public Access 

Chanel 15 

 

30 

9:30 am– Worship 
10:30 am– Fellow-
ship 
1:00 pm– Living 
Stone Church 
 
 

31 
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