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Summary & Structure 

 

Key Verse 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 

Luke 9:51 

Background  

About the Author 

Luke was a physician according to the Apostle Paul. (Colossians 4:14)   

Believed to be a Gentile; and, if so, the only Gentile writer of Scripture. 

Traveled with Paul extensively. 

Considered to be very humble.  

 

Luke’s Purpose and Style 

Luke sought to be detailed in his account of Jesus. (Luke 1:3-4) 

Luke’s purpose was to give credibility to the Gospel.  

Luke includes more historical details than the other gospel writers. 

 

Luke’s Audience 

Addressed to a man named Theophilus.  

Luke wrote to all Christians in an effort to address the Gentile world.  

He portrays Jesus as the Messiah of the Jews and the Savior of everyone. (Luke 2:10) 

 

Luke’s Themes 

Jesus’ Humanity 

Luke provides the fullest account of Jesus’ birth and childhood.  

Luke traces Jesus’ human ancestry back to Adam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The final hours of Jesus are recounted in Luke in very emotional words. 

(Luke 2:44; 22:61-62; 23:28; 23:34) 

 

Jesus’ Love for People 

Luke records several moving scenes from Jesus’ life that appear nowhere else:  

Raising to life of a widow’s son (Luke 7:11-15) 

Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

Healing of Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 

Befriending a despised tax collector (Luke 19:1-10) 

Healing Malcus’ ear (Luke 22:51) 

 

Outline of Luke 
Jesus the Nazarene Appears (Luke 1:1-4:13) 

Birth of Jesus and John the Baptist told in detail.  

 
 



 

Chapter 3 moves forward in time to John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness. (Luke 3:3) 

Jesus is baptized by John, then Luke presents the genealogy of Jesus beginning with Jesus 

himself and tracing back to Adam.  

 

Jesus Is ‘Mighty in Deed’ (Luke 4:14-9:50) 

Following the temptation, Jesus launches into his ministry.  

Luke emphasizes Jesus’ deeds - His healings, casting out demons, initial encounters with the 

Pharisees, His choosing and training of the Twelve, and His transfiguration. 

Jesus is presented as having the authority to forgive sin and to speak for God. (Luke 5:17-26) 

Luke highlights God’s grace to the Gentiles (Luke 4 & 7). 

 

Jesus is ‘Mighty in Word’ (Luke 9:51-21:38) 

Luke 9:51 marks a significant turning point in Jesus’ ministry.  

This section focuses on Jesus’ words and contains several sermons and parables. Some of 

the better-known parables are the Good Samaritan, the Rich Fool, the Great Banquet, the 

Lost Sheep, the Prodigal Son, and The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

 

Jesus is Crucified and Resurrected (Luke 22-24) 

 



 
 

 

Lessons/Applications  
 

During His earthly ministry, Jesus was both _______________________ and ________________________. 

 

God uses ________________________________ to prove the validity of the Gospel. 

 

The Gospel is for _____________________.  


