
PROPOSED PARISH SCENARIO 1:2 parishes with 2 separate pastors, collaborating on ministry
Each parish would remain in its current structure, enhancing ministry collaboration across the parishes.
This scenario assumes the Augustinian Fathers would staff St. Turibius (which is confirmed as possible for at lea                     
Additionally, Bishop Wypych has asked for this discernment process to include a review of the future of Polish M      

Comments Parish Scenario 1: Strengths
I think for the many parishioners who have been coming here for many years, they’re comfortable here with the 
clergy, location, maybe with the other parishioners, our special mass celebrations throughout the year. (Easter 
vigil, Christmas, etc.) Maybe with these discussions and concerns, the parishioners would see the need for more 
regular attendance, effort, support, and participation in order to keep our parish as it is.
Possibly keeping St T open for 4 years?  The key word in the above is (Possible)

Polish people most if not all, build this parish long time ago. Polish mass is a must in this parish. It is the polish 
people that most clean and decorate the church especially for the holidays. It is Sister Eliana, our Polish nun that 
oversees the ccd program and provides guidance, compassion to the parishioners. Polish community cares very 
much about the parish and is very much involved in this parish. Please keep the Polish mass and keep the 2 
I like this scenario much better, because this leaves the wonderful staff at St Turibius Father Bill and Father Jack 
here at this Parish. 
Father Bill and Father Jack; they bring a loving community to our Parish. i just love how St Turibus brings so many 
young people to Church and how these young people participate in mass and in social activities. this is a major 
strength what we can offer to St. Mary's.
the invites with St Mary's can plan accorderly with activities social events to bring everyone together as one and 
learn from each other.
Hopefully keeping Polish traditions at St. Turibius.  No upset to parishioners as long as we are financially staying 
afloat.  

St. Vincent DePaul is strong at St. Turibius and  if combined with St. Mary Star of the Sea we would have more 
people to make this organization  available to more clients.  We have a strong Polish community that we support 
when they have fundraisers, so continue Polish mass and ministry here.  Homebound ministry at Turibius is also 
important as there is a strong need for it here and the lonely people really appreciate how good and cared for 
they feel. Eucharistic Adoration, Missions with an outside speaker and Confession are also a strength which I 
would like to see continue.  Bingo has also brought in revenue and is a strength. Daily mass and the rosary is also 
Our ministry is very strong in working with the english, Spanish and polish community.  Although we do share a 
polish priest from another parish to come and do our masses. We do also have a large CCD program supported 
by our Ministry and Felician Sisters. 



With two parishes we would have the Augustinian Fathers available to pastor St. Turibius and diocesan priests to 
pastor St. Mary Star of the Sea.  That would be more available priests to minister to all the people.  Also there 
would be more staff to administer to all the people.

Each parish could maintain their own buildings.

 Just like any other mass, this builds a community not only for the younger generation but for the elderly. We see 
many new families joining our 9:30 Mass with new borns. The reason for this is because of activities and warmth 
in the polish community. My family travels from Homer Glen every weekend due to this amazing priest. We 
Staying as a separate church has benefits! When it comes to the situation dealing with the Polish mass at 
St.Tribs, it is a community. Polish Catholics have rituals like bringing baskets of sausages, eggs and other items to 
church on Holy Saturday to be blessed as part of the Easter traditions. The celebration of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi includes an elaborate outdoor procession in which the entire parish walks to  altars outside church that 
symbolize the mystery of the Eucharist. To understand such dedication is to know something about Polish 
culture and its connection with Catholicism, as many parishioners would say. Their homeland is predominantly 
Catholic, and religion is an integral part of many residents' lives, even those who have moved here.
St. Turibius parish is blessed with the leadership of the mission minded Augustinians who have brought countless 
skills to the parish -- they have enlivened the parish through the deepening of the spiritual life -- supporting the 
tri-lingual aspect of the parish, through shared prayer in holy hours, special celebrations, parish festivals, 
strengthening "We are One", etc.  They have repaired, renewed, parish facilities. They have respected the variety 
of needs of the parish.   Encouraged parish participation and outreach ( SVDP pantry)  They have utilized media -- 
to provide spiritual resources as a source of unity for the parish.  The parish is provided with realistic information 
- role of the church, need for evangelization, financial data, personal renewal, etc.
Keeping Fr. Lego as pastor
Active Polish community who decorates the church for holidays so beautifully
Maintain strong parishioner relationships

1. Since the Augustinian Fathers came (10 Years ago),our parish started and continues in ongoing renewal,both 
Spiritually and Administratively. We continue to work toward a collaborative manner: Trilingual Parish-
English,Polish and Spanish. We celebrate together spiritually and socially ;EX: Trilingual Masses,Corpus Christi 
processions-walking outside in the neighborhood. Celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe-12days: Prayer, Lecture, 
Rosary and confession.
Dinner dance and Parish family fest: Interrupted by Covid. Food,music , games. Involves all, helped by our Youth 
Group.Good attendance at weekend Masses, slowly continued increase after Covid. Weekday Masses and 
Rosary  is increasing in attendance. Father Bill Lego, Pastor, has physically repaired the church and it is decorated 
for occasions which makes it more attractive and inviting. Actively we have CCD, RCIA,Youth Group and St. 
Vincent Pantry. The Polish Community is already established and should remain.
We have already established our Parish Family - which consists of an English, Spanish and Polish Community.  We 
all work well together and have several events/celebrations throughout the year together as one family. People 
hold an attachment to St. Turibius as I do.  I am 58 years old and this has been my only parish.  I will not go to St. 
Mary Star of the Sea.  People hold history & memories with their Parish and I will only support my parish of St. 
Turibius. St. Turibius offers St. Vincent de Paul Society (which helps many many families), we have an amazing 
Religious Ed Program, and we have a Youth Group, kids start and they come back every week, every week (I 
think that is amazing what the youth group leaders do). We would have 30+ more youths on our streets. That is 



St. Turibius Church is a parish made up of three vibrant communities:  English, Polish and Spanish.  The 
uniqueness of the community is how they work and worship together.  There are individual masses celebrated 
for each language, but there is much collaboration on other worship and celebratory events, so everyone in the 
church family can participate and not feel left out.  In addition, we have a wonderful Religious Ed program, Youth 
group, Food Pantry (which is essential in the neighborhood).  The parish staff, priests and sisters are always on 
hand to help those in need.  We are united for over 90 years and still going by adapting to changes and 
challenges over those years.
I feel we have worked strongly with our pastor and I think by keeping it this way it would be very comfortable.

Ideal situation. 

St Turibius Parish has a strong spiritual basis, with Daily Mass in which there is regular attendance. Masses on 
the weekend are available for our English, Polish and Spanish speaking attendees. Also, the Sacramental Life of 
the Parish is ministered in all of the languages that are part of our Parish in which there is a need. Our CCD 
program is a vital ministry in our Parish since our Catholic School has been closed. We are blessed to have 
members of the Felician Sisters ministering at our Parish throughout our entire history. The Sisters run the CCD 
program, RCIA and our SVDP parish pantry and as the bottom of most resumes state "and other assignments".  
The SVDP pantry has been part of the parish for decades, but with the impact of COVID on our City it has 
blossomed to a very important ministry.  Please make sure there is a Polish speaking priest, since there is a 
definite need.



                 ast the next four years through June 30, 2026) and a diocesan priest would pastor St. Mary Star of the Sea.
                  Mass and ministry at St. Turibius.

Comments Parish Scenario 1: Challenges
Continued  regular attendance, financial support, new parishioners, 

Costs!  It’s apparent that St T will or could be a cashless cow.
Would the parishioners of St T attend St Mary’s?
Will the Spanish masses at St T continue at St Mary’s?  (As well as other services in St Mary’s)
Of note, Operating Expenses are a moot point
Savings are greater at St T.  Is this because the former Catholic School now gets some sort of renumeration 
from the State of Illinois?

None

like with everything else right now it will be CoVid...............
but with good planning as one it can be done,

Both parishes may not be able to stay open a few years from now. It might cause greater upset for 
remaining parishioners. Resources financially and ministerially might be stretched and not recoverable. 

Accessibility and many stairs for disabled and elderly parishioners.  Lack of parish school.  

Challenges are the upkeep of the property. 
Merging the ministries between the two parishes. 



N/A

Why change something that is already great? 

The only struggle we have as a polish community is having a stable polish priest for many years. But now we 
have such an amazing priest that brings so many people together. Remembers everyone!

The debt -- unknowingly the parish has a debt -- as a result of a previous administration.  Countless efforts 
are being made to pay back the debt.  It would be wonderful if the debt would be forgiven knowing that we 
are "missionary" in so many ways....and given the circumstances as of result of covid.

Financial - Older buildings needing maintenance

The debt was allowed by the Archdiocese before the Augustinians came. Father Lego is working toward 
paying it off.
No one knows what the future will bring. Whoever thought we would have a world wide Pandemic and have 
it last so long. 

Working together as one parish.  That don't always work. I feel bad for the parishioners (seniors) that gave 
their lives to St. Turibius and WALK back and forth the church...my question to you "Where are they going to 
walk to church" - sadly they just will stop coming to church. 
Our polish community needs to continue to hear mass weekly. St. Mary's have NO polish. ?? 



There are always challenges no matter with what scenario is presented, especially in this day and age and 
that is families moving away (which is happening no matter where you look) and thereby may cause a 
decrease in income.  However, with those moving away, it also gives us the opportunity to welcome new 
parishioners with the new families moving in.  We still have a large debt balance to pay off - but again, that 
was not caused by the Augustinians but a diocesan priest - and that $$ should not even be brought into talks 
- it is not the parish's (the people) who caused it but by negligent management at the time.  

Having one pastor would make me feel they would favor their own parish. I don’t feel one pastor would give 
equal time to both parishes.
I have heard this from other people.
Financial issues on going for both parishes.

The Archdiocese has closed the parish school a few years back and because of that decision, the Faith 
formation of the young people is hurting. Yes, the parents are the primary teachers of their children. some 
come without knowing any prayers. Much more emphasis is needed to remind the parent/parents it is their 
job to pass along the Faith. This in my view is a huge challenge for the Future of every parish since our world 
is so secular. A HUGE challenge to find out Why a parent thinks only 2 years of catechism is enough. Regular 
Sunday Masses with Basic catechism being taught is needed, in addition to whatever the lesson from the 
Readings of that Sunday.



Other Comments Parish Scenario 1:
Hopefully, through these concerns, our parish would be encouraged to step up and help do whatever is needed 
to strengthen and support our church. Maybe after the covid pandemic is behind us, through collaboration, 
fellowship, meetings, etc. we can invite more people in to participate and grow.

On a personal note, as a Senior Citizen of Hispanic Desent, I would prefer to go with Scenario 1.  I know that we 
aren’t aware of when our time on earth will be up, but the possibility of 4 more years in my church is critical to 
myself and other Senior citizens.
Finally, we all know that one church will be sold etc., but please make the wise decision and not only look at a 
spread sheet.
God bless All of the individuals who will be making the final decision.

Nothing more to add

none i can think of 

Will both parishes be able to financially remain open in the near future given low mass attendance?  I think we 
should look further down the road, especially if we should lose the leadership of the Augustinians.   
I am concerned about the evaluation of the Polish mass and community. That was one of our strengths, the 
uniting and collaboration of all three languages at the parish. 

Having the Augustine order with access to more priests would help and if it goes to one pastor, I think that it 
should be the Augustine as pastor.
We also have Felician's at Turibius and they can be very helpful as well. (They are helpful to Religious Ed, Polish 
Ministry and Vincent DePaul.)

Senior parishioners and long time parishioners would have a problem with changes to the norm they’ve been 
used to.   



I believe with the Augustinian Fathers agreeing for at least 4 more years this would be the way to go.  More 
priests and more pastoral staff would be available to minister to more people if we stayed with two parishes.  I 
feel one pastor and one pastoral team would not be enough to minister to people from two churches.  Also 
there is a concern on the ministry to the Polish Community.  I am also concerned if one pastor and one pastoral 
staff could handle Funerals, Masses and Weddings for two churches.  I would hate to see someone have to be 
put on a waiting list to have a Funeral Mass.

We see new families joining the community, when COVID started, polish masses were still packed. This is 
community. This is Polish tradition, God will not let anyone tear down our faith as a community.

  St. Turibius polish parish is generational 

In many ways St. Turibius is a model for other parishes -- as a tri-lingual parish ....each of the the languages is 
respected and opportunities for collaboration are encouraged...tri-lingual Masses....Polish community 
participating in Our Lady of Guadalupe novena....the Spanish community participating in the Corpus Christi 
outdoor procession  and services.....to name a few.....  The leadership of the parish is very supportive of each 
group -- and fosters opportunities for the spiritual growth of all.  Our being a separate parish -- only fosters 
growth and strength in the tri-lingual aspect of our parish.....and growth in the spiritual life of the parish. Some 
sharing with St. Mary Star of the Sea could be a possibility....ex.  sharing of speakers, 
Fr. Lego is the best pastor we have had in the 38 years we have been parishioners

Since the Augustinians are committed for the next several years, I feel this is a strength for the continuation of 
growth for and in our future.
I feel this is the only viable scenario.
I do not believe in making changes for the sake of making changes.

It's the Augustinian priest's home and our Felician Sister's home. 



I am strongly for Scenario 1.  We are a healthy/thriving parish community on our own.  

I feel this would be more understandable with the older parishioners.

.

Continue to have the vitality of every ethnic group in the parish shine just as the Nicene Creed states "one holy, 
catholic apostolic church". The Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe with all the prayers, etc. led by the Spanish 
community. The Circulo group meeting regularly, etc. The Corpus Christi procession throughout the streets led 
by the Polish Community, along with the with the Resurrection procession. Let the "LIght" continue to shine, but 
now, "invite" our neighboring parishes who do not have these events. Give them bulletin announcements.
Please make sure that there is a Polish Priest for the Polish community since all of our priests are Spanish/English 
speaking at the rectory. If someone comes to the rectory who is Polish speaking in need of a priest there is no 
one available. What about scheduling appointments if needed with a Polish Priest available? Maybe a certain 
time? By appointment only.



PROPOSED PARISH SCENARIO 2:   United parish with 2 churches holding Masses.
St. Mary Star of the Sea and St. Turibius would unite as a new parish, with one pastor, one pastoral team, one se                    
Additionally, Bishop Wypych has asked for this discernment process to include a review of the future of Polish M      

Comments Parish Scenario 2: Strengths 
I think a new parish could be financially stronger if managed carefully and properly. There is strength in numbers, 
new ideas, new collaboration if everyone is on board and acceptable to the initial changes.

Costs would be greater, although how long would will both churches be able to hold this regular schedule of 
masses?

Do not support this plan

i really like scenario 1 

Our parish has a very good religious Ed program, however like in many parishes,  what can be done to keep 
these kids practicing their faith? Maybe with the joining of St. Mary we might come up with some other ideas to 
keep not just the kids, but all baptized Catholics in the pew. 

Our churches are not that far from each other, it would be nice to see some community building between the 
two parishes even if we remain two separate parishes.  
St. Vincent DePaul is strong at St. Turibius and  if combined with St. Mary Star of the Sea we would have more 
people to make this organization  available to more clients.  We have a strong Polish community that we support 
when they have fundraisers, so continue Polish mass and ministry here.  Homebound ministry at Turibius is also 
important as there is a strong need for it here and the lonely people really appreciate how good and cared for 
they feel. Eucharistic Adoration, Missions with an outside speaker and Confession are also a strength which I 
would like to see continue.  Bingo has also brought in revenue and is a strength. Daily mass and the rosary is also 
Of course this scenario combines resources between parishes and administrative costs. 



I am not in favor of this scenario so I do not see any strengths.

More people would maybe join the parish but it can also drive them away bringing big change.

   No strength, we see as a polish community how St.Kamil struggled for parishioners 

This scenario is not needed at this time.  The parish numbers and financial figures do not support this.

None

I do not see a need for this Scenario!

I truly believe have one pastor for two parishes is a crazy idea.  That is a red flag for our priests to burn out 
and/or get sick. "We are short of them now". 
Again, Our polish are the backbone to this parish.  I am sure their family physically built our parish from ground 
up. Just very sad.  
Sharing resources and space. 



I really cannot see any strengths besides still have the ability to still attend mass on a regular basis at St. Turibius

One team and one pastor.

.

The scenario of two parishes combining with various ethnic groups would definitely lead to problems. Talk to our 
neighboring parishes.
The Archdiocese has been closing parishes for at least 32 years that I know of and by now should have an 
understanding of what works and what does not. You still have people who have "connections" with "their" 
parish for whatever reason and merging is a big problem. As the world continues to become more and more 
secular, this may change, but maybe not.



                      et of leadership councils, and one budget. Both churches would continue to h        
                  Mass and ministry at St. Turibius.

Comments Parish Scenario 2: Challenges
Getting everyone to accept change and be willing to be open to new ideas. 
Hopefully through ongoing information and inclusion, this could be 
accomplished if this scenario is chosen.

Maintaining both churches wouldn’t be feasible.  Building costs etc.

Polish parishioners will seek polish mass at other churches like St Richard and 
St Turibius will lose support off the polish community 

none 

Having a pastor who will consider both parishes as “home”.  Equal time at 
both locations.  

Accessibility and many stairs for disabled and elderly parishioners.  Lack of 
parish school.  

Administration that may remain partial to their own original parish may not 
help in bringing 2 parishes together.  



This scenario would make more of an us versus them situation than there 
already is.  It is now one group of people versus another group of people and 
this would also add one church versus another church.  Instead of bringing 
everyone together, I think this scenario would cause more of a divide.

Why tear down a community already built? 

Travel for elderly community, at St.Turibius Parish mostly everyone is local.

The special gifts that St. Turibius has would be lost in this Scenario.  What 
about the Polish community and the richness that they bring to St. Turibius.

Job security for employees
New Parish name?  Parish and community would lose their identity and 
parishioners would lose their "home" parish

Too many people when combined. Not enough Priests. Need two Pastors for 
all the people. Too much travel. Hard for Senior citizens.
Possible loss of Polish Community.

Parishioners would feel like they lost their parish. Pastor/Staff would be 
spread too thin to reach the needs of ALL parishioners.  Parishioners would 
lose their sense of home. Destroys the spiritual moral of ALL! 



I can only see this going the way of the corporate world, which I was part of 
for any years.  The new leadership would be at the main parish and most of 
the decisions would be made favoring the main parish.  The other parish 
would be pushed to the sidelines and be left out of or brought in at the end 
of decisions....  The parish family would eventually give up and move on - 
perhaps even to the point where the participation would drop and the parish 
close.
Losing people due to the change of one pastor.

The pastor/priests become overwhelmed with "being in two places" at one 
time.
What about the debt?  No Pastor would want to deal with that issue and 
cannot blame him.



                                  host   a regular schedule of Masses.

Other Comments Parish Scenario 2
I think we are all leery of change and the unknown, but if it’s all for the common good for all of 
us and to continue to spread the word of God to others, through prayer, discernment, 
cooperation anything could be possible.

The operating expenses at St Mary is less than St T., plus collections are greater at St Mary.  
Combining booth parishes would bring a greater fiscal realization to which ever church would 
close.
What will happen to the church that closes, real estate etc.
The Hispanic Community is greater at St. T.  Would they follow to St. M? 
Will this also be taken into consideration?
Lastly, does the sale of one church give the new parish the money to fix all the issues that 
need to be fixed in the new church.
Finally, what would be the name of the combined church?  It’s virtually impossible to keep the 
names of St Mary or St T.
None

none

If both parishes remain open I’d like to see the parishes work together to promote 
Catholic/Christian community building whether it be celebrating the holy days, prayer groups 
and socializing. 

Having the Augustine order with access to more priests would help and if it goes to one 
pastor, I think that it should be the Augustine as pastor.
We also have Felician's at Turibius and they can be very helpful as well. (They are helpful to 
Religious Ed, Polish Ministry and Vincent DePaul.)

No



None

Coming to a review of the polish mass, numbers are met. Fundraisers to support the church 
are met. This brings community. 

  Keeping it separate would be the option 

Do not find this realistic in terms of staffing, logistics, etc.....

NO

1.Not a viable scenario for growth..Scenairo 2

2.Sabbath was made for man. Man was not made for the Sabbath.
Thus could be Translated: The church was made for man. Man was not made for the church.

Too many parishes are being closed. I just hope we don't regret when attendance is just so 
low. 



none

None 

One of the parishes will always feel slighted, as if they lost in the competition.

No further comments
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